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Ezekiel’s Warnings
Shape up or be Shipped out

Most of the Jewish exiles and the remnant left in Judah and 
Jerusalem believed:

- that the Jews who had gone into captivity would return to 
the Promised Land soon and 

- that God would not allow the Babylonians to destroy 
Jerusalem and the Temple. 

Ezekiel presents a very different picture of the future.
G d h E ki l i h l b li h

5

God has Ezekiel string together several symbolic acts that 
pictured the coming destruction of Jerusalem (4:1-5:4) 
God also has Ezekiel deliver several discourses on the 
subject of Jerusalem's destruction (5:5-7:27). 

The Babylonian Captivity
6

The Babylonian captivity actually took place in three sieges, 
but it had been extensively prophesied well in advance

Isa 29:5-7; Jer 25:8-12
• Daniel, had been taken captive as a teenager in the first of 

the three sieges.
• As he read and studied the writings of the Prophet Jeremiah, 

he learned that the captivity would last for 70 years. 
• Daniel took OT prophecy literally!

As the end of the 70 years approached he went to prayer• As the end of the 70 years approached he went to prayer 
asking for wisdom and understanding

• His prayer was interrupted by Gabriel and the famous 70 
week vision of Daniel 9:24-27. 

The mission, The method, The message
7

During the 70 years:

• Ezekiel’s task was to confront Israel with her sin and warn 
her of impending destruction (Ezek 3:17). p g ( 3 )

• Ezekiel employed several means to focus on the people’s 
need for judgment. 

These included: 
- signs (Chapters 4-5); 
- sermons (Chapters 6-7), and se o s (C apte s 6 ), a d
- visions (Chapters 8-11). 

• In each case the emphasis was on sin and its ensuing 
suffering and judgment…

Warnings to Ezekiel
Speak When You’re Spoken To…

The Lord had shut Ezekiel's mouth (3:26), so the first prophecies 
he delivered were not spoken messages but acted-out parables 

1 Kgs 11:30; 22:11; 2 Kgs 13:17; Isa 20:2-4; 
Jer 13:1-14; 19:1-10; Acts 21:10-11

Ezekiel must have acted like a mime who dramatizes a 
message without speaking a word.

God was about to stop speaking but would act soon !!

8

This time period was likely between: 
• the siege of 2 Ki. 24:10-16, at which time Ezekiel was 

carried to Babylon, 
• and the siege of 2 Ki. 25:1-11, eleven years later.
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Symbolic Actions
9

The prophets made effective use of symbolic action:

• Ahijah 1 Kgs 18
• Isaiah Isa 8; 20
• Jeremiah Jer 13-14; 18-19; 27-28; 34-35; 43; 51
• Ezekiel Ezek 3:25-26; 4:1-5:4; 12:3-7, 17-20; 

21:11, 12; 24:3-5, 15-24; 37:15-17

Ezekiel 4 – The 430 days 10

The brick and the plate 4:1
11

1] Thou also, son of man, take thee a tile, and lay it before thee, and 
pourtray upon it the city, even Jerusalem:

The Lord instructs Ezekiel to build a model of ‘Jerusalem under siege’.
He was to use a clay brick (Heb. lebenah) to represent Jerusalem. 

The Hebrew word for "brick" or “tile” describes both: 
• clay tablets on which people wrote private correspondence, 

official documents, and other data, 
• as well as common building bricks (Gen. 11:3). 

It is not clear exactly which type Ezekiel used. 
The brick could easily have been shaped as an outline of Jerusalem. 

The people would have easily recognized what it represented.  
Ezekiel may even have labeled the brick as Jerusalem.

Ezekiel 4:1
12

1] Thou also, son of man, take thee a tile, and lay it before thee, and 
pourtray upon it the city, even Jerusalem:

“a tile” 
Could refer to a soft 
clay tablet used by 
the Babylonians for 
a writing pad, 

- or -
It could refer to a 
large sun-baked 
brick, the major 
building material 
used in Babylon 
(Gen 11:3)
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Ezekiel 4:2
13

2] And lay siege against it, and build a fort against it, and cast a 
mount against it; set the camp also against it, and set battering 
rams against it round about.

It is not clear either whether the whole model fit on the brick or 
whether the brick was used to just represent the city of Jerusalem. 

Whichever type of tile used, Ezekiel is not only to build a model of 
the city but a model of the siege of Jerusalem including:

• enemy siege-works, 
• an earth rampan earth ramp, 
• camps of soldiers, and 
• battering rams, 

much like a small boy uses toy soldiers and models 
of tanks and buildings to play war today. 

Ezekiel 4:2
14

2] And lay siege against it, and build a fort against it, and cast a 
mount against it; set the camp also against it, and set battering 
rams against it round about.

“...a fort...”: Siegeworks; siege wall or wheeled watchtower....a fort... : Siegeworks; siege wall or wheeled watchtower.
“...cast a mount...”: To connect the tower with the walls of the 

besieged city.
“...set the camp...”: Detachments of soldiers.
“...battering rams...”: or wall breakers. 

Ezek 17:17; 21:22; 26:8; Deut 20:20; Mic 4:11; Isa 29:3.

Ezekiel set this up in some public place to dramatize a graphicEzekiel set this up in some public place to dramatize a graphic 
model of prophecy.

He probably did it just outside his house (3:24-25).

God was using Ezekiel to get it through their heads that Jerusalem 
was going to be besieged and plundered.

Ezekiel 4:3
15

3] Moreover take thou unto thee an iron pan, and set it for a wall of 
iron between thee and the city: and set thy face against it, and it shall 
be besieged, and thou shalt lay siege against it. This shall be a sign to 
the house of Israel.

Ezekiel was to place an iron plate between himself and his model of 
the city and to lay siege to Jerusalem. 

“...an iron pan...”: A flat plate such as was used for baking
Likely a common cooking griddle (Heb: mahabhath)

This was to be a sign to the people of Israel of what God would do to 
the real Jerusalem separating them from Him. (Deut. 28:52-57)the real Jerusalem separating them from Him. (Deut. 28:52 57)

God was using Ezekiel to act out an object lesson to get their 
attention and warn them that they were going to be in trouble.

Evidently Ezekiel built this model scene without speaking to his 
audience or explaining what he was doing.

The people needed to see that God was not about to let the sins of 
the city He had chosen go unpunished.

Ezekiel 4:3
16

3] Moreover take thou unto thee an iron pan, and set it for a 
wall of iron between thee and the city: and set thy face against it, 
and it shall be besieged, and thou shalt lay siege against it. This 
shall be a sign to the house of Israelshall be a sign to the house of Israel.

The iron plate or pan may have signified:

• The Babylonian army that would make their escape from 
the city impossible, 

• God's determined anger and hostility against Jerusalem, 
• Ezekiel's protection as he acted out his dramaEzekiel s protection as he acted out his drama, 
• But most likely, the barrier that the sin of the Jews had 

raised between themselves and God, 
A barrier that their that their prayers could not penetrate 
(Isa 58:2; Lam 3:44).
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Ezekiel 4:4
17

4] Lie thou also upon thy left side, and lay the iniquity of the 
house of Israel upon it: according to the number of the days 
that thou shalt lie upon it thou shalt bear their iniquity.

If Ezekiel lay facing the sunrise (the coming day), 
To his left was north (the direction of the Northern Kingdom 
of Israel) 

The direction associated with God’s throne
The direction that most invasions from the north and 
east came fromeast came from…

and 
To his right was south (the direction of the Southern 
Kingdom of Judah Gen 14:15; Ps 121:5

The direction that Egypt’s invasions came from…

Ezekiel 4:5
18

5] For I have laid upon thee the years of their iniquity, according 
to the number of the days, three hundred and ninety days: so 
shalt thou bear the iniquity of the house of Israel.

Ezekiel was to recline in public on his left side for 390 days. 
This was to represent the number of years that Israel would 
have to bear punishment for her sins.

Note:  The LXX changes 390 to 190 days causing some 
confusion by scholars (vv. 5, 9).  No one knows why !!

Most accept 390 as correctMost accept 390 as correct.  

For us, looking backward through history, 390 seems to make 
prophetic and historical sense and is supported by earlier 
manuscripts.

Ezekiel 4:6
19

6] And when thou hast accomplished them, lie again on thy right 
side, and thou shalt bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty 
days: I have appointed thee each day for a year.
“ forty days ”: Ezekiel did not remain in this position 24 hours a...forty days... : Ezekiel did not remain in this position 24 hours a 

day, because the very next sign includes some other actions 
Ezekiel was to do during that time frame (vv. 9-17). 

He probably remained in this position for a portion of each day, 
possibly lying down in front of the city gate.

“...each day for a year...”: each day represented a year’s time
Literally: “a day for a year a day for a year ”Literally: a day for a year, a day for a year.  

The phrase is repeated twice.  To link it more distinctly the 
specific reference to Num 14:34  ??

Numbers 14:34    After the number of the days in which ye 
searched the land [the spies sent in by Moses], even forty days, 
each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty 
years, and ye shall know my breach of promise. 

390 Days
20

Ezekiel was to lie on his left side 390 days (v. 5); 13 months of 30 days each); 
The Babylonian siege of Jerusalem is stated to have lasted 18 months. 

Jeremiah 52:4-6  And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth 
month, in the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon came, 
he and all his army, against Jerusalem, and pitched against it, and built forts 
against it round about. [5] So the city was besieged unto the eleventh year of king 
Zedekiah. [6] And in the fourth month, in the ninth day of the month, the famine was 
sore in the city, so that there was no bread for the people of the land. 
But, if we deduct from that 18 month siege, the 5 months when the 
Babylonian’s withdrew due to the approach of Pharaoh’s army.

Then the number of the days to the end of the siege is 390.
J i h 52 5 8 S th it b i d t th l th f ki Z d ki hJeremiah 52:5-8  So the city was besieged unto the eleventh year of king Zedekiah. 
[6] And in the fourth month, in the ninth day of the month, the famine was sore in 
the city, so that there was no bread for the people of the land. [7] Then the city was 
broken up, and all the men of war fled, and went forth out of the city by night by the 
way of the gate between the two walls, which was by the king's garden; (now the 
Chaldeans were by the city round about:) and they went by the way of the plain.       
[8] But the army of the Chaldeans pursued after the king, and overtook Zedekiah in 
the plains of Jericho; and all his army was scattered from him. 
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390 Years
21

Ezekiel bears [demonstrates] the guilt of that iniquity 
which the house of Israel had borne 390 years, 

ibl k ipossibly reckoning 
from their first apostasy under Jeroboam 
to the destruction of Jerusalem, 

which completed the ruin of those small remains 
of them that had incorporated with Judahof them that had incorporated with Judah.

430 Days
22

Most scholars assume he did this in some publically 
ceremonial way representing:

• the 390 years the Northern Kingdom spent in 
idolatry, and

• the 40 years the Southern Kingdom eventually 
did likewise: 

390 + 40 = 430 days (years).

Ezekiel 4:7‐8
23

7] Therefore thou shalt set thy face toward the siege of Jerusalem, 
and thine arm shall be uncovered, and thou shalt prophesy against it.
8] And, behold, I will lay bands upon thee, and thou shalt not turn 
thee from one side to another, till thou hast ended the days of thy , y y
siege.

Set thy face…  Begin the task, set out to complete an assignment
Arm shall be uncovered…  probably to allow Ezekiel to point and 

draw attention to his ‘object’ lesson.
Lay bands upon thee… The Lord promised to help Ezekiel lie on his 

sides by somehow restraining his movements, as though ropessides by somehow restraining his movements, as though ropes 
bound him in his positions keeping him from rolling and shifting 
positions in order to protect the imagery and symbolism.

Loyal servants of God may not see the rewards of their patient labors 
in this life, but they carry on because God's work is never done in vain, 

no matter how hard or tiring it may become.  (1 Cor. 15:58)

Ezekiel 4:9 24

9] Take thou also unto thee wheat, and barley, and beans, and 
lentiles, and millet, and fitches, and put them in one vessel, and make 
thee bread thereof, according to the number of the days that thou shalt
lie upon thy side, three hundred and ninety days shalt thou eat thereof.

This 2nd dramatization took place while Ezekiel was acting out the first 
390 days of the siege of Jerusalem with the brick and the plate. 

• The main drama pictured the siege as a judgment from God.
• The 2nd stressed the severe conditions that would exist in the city 

during the siege.

The prophet was also to make provisions so that he would have foodThe prophet was also to make provisions so that he would have food 
to eat and water to drink as he lay on his side for the first 390 days.

Ezekiel may have eaten at other times of the day when he was not 
acting out his drama, but during his dramatic presentation each 
day he only ate and drank as people under siege in Jerusalem 
would do.
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Ezekiel 4:9 25

9] Take thou also unto thee wheat, and barley, and beans, and lentiles, 
and millet, and fitches, and put them in one vessel, and make thee 
bread thereof, according to the number of the days that thou shalt lie 
upon thy side, three hundred and ninety days shalt thou eat thereof.
“ ill t ” A l hi h d t ith t i th“...millet...”: An annual grass which grows and matures without rain, the 

seeds of which are ground to flour and mixed with other cereals to 
form breadstuffs for the poor.

His bread was to be a combination of 6 grains rather than just one.
These were common grains in Israel’s diet (2 Sam 17:27-29). 

But they are prepared as famine rations as they would during a siege.
People would have to make their bread when supplies were scarce,People would have to make their bread when supplies were scarce, 
mixing small amounts of whatever they could find rather than using 
larger quantities of a single grain.

The best exposition of this part of Ezekiel’s prediction of Jerusalem’s 
desolation is Jeremiah’s lamentation of it (Lam 4:3,10-11), where he 
describes the terrible famine that was in Jerusalem during the subsequent 
siege.

Ezekiel 4:10‐11
26

10] And thy meat which thou shalt eat shall be by weight, 
twenty shekels a day: from time to time shalt thou eat it.
11] Thou shalt drink also water by measure, the sixth part of 

hi f ti t ti h lt th d i kan hin: from time to time shalt thou drink.

The Lord prescribed just what and how much he should 
consume each day: 

“...twenty shekels...”: 
A shekel weighs 0.4 of an ounce, avoirdupois.

Hi f d ll th b t 8His food allowance was thus about 8 ounces 
(1 cup) a day!

“...sixth part of an hin...”: 
His water ration was almost 1½ pints (3 cups) a day!

Ezekiel 4:12
27

12] And thou shalt eat it as barley cakes, and thou shalt bake 
it with dung that cometh out of man, in their sight.

He was not talking about mixing the dung into the food:He was not talking about mixing the dung into the food: 
He was talking about using it as fuel.   

Ezekiel was to bake his food over a fire made with 
human excrement, as the Jews lacking fuel while under 
siege in Jerusalem would have to do. 

Bread baked over human dung would be revolting, pollutingBread baked over human dung would be revolting, polluting 
and against the law. Deut 14:3; 23:12-14; Lev 5:3; 7:21

It would certainly graphically illustrate the dire circumstances 
that were coming upon the people.

Ezekiel 4:13
28

13] And the LORD said, Even thus shall the children of Israel eat their 
defiled bread among the Gentiles, whither I will drive them.

The uncleanness of their food did not necessarily represent the type of 
food they would have to eat but the fact that they would have to eat their y y
food among defiled peoples (ie: in captivity, v. 13).

Foreign nations and their products were considered unclean Amos 
7:17; Hos 9:3-4
Israel insisted on taking on heathen worship, heathen idols, so God 
says, “Great, I am going to put you at the level of the heathen.”

Ezekiel was a priest.  He knew the ceremonial dietary laws.
Ex 22:30; Lev 7:18 24; 17:11 16; 19:7; 22:8; Deut 12:16; 14:21Ex 22:30; Lev 7:18, 24; 17:11-16; 19:7; 22:8; Deut 12:16; 14:21

What he was demonstrating and talking about here was survival. 
Ezekiel was conveying the idea that they were coming up on a siege and 
captivity situation; 

They would not have the luxury of complying with dietary laws:
They would be lucky to find anything to eat - Famine was coming!
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Ezekiel 4:14
29

14] Then said I, Ah Lord GOD! behold, my soul hath not been 
polluted: for from my youth up even till now have I not eaten of that 
which dieth of itself, or is torn in pieces; neither came there 
abominable flesh into my mouth.y

This is one of the few recorded prayers in the book of Ezekiel.
The prophet complained that he had never eaten unclean food 
(44:31; Lev. 22:8; Deut. 12:15-19; 14:21; 23:9-14).

“abominable flesh...”: Meat sacrificed to idols. 
All the things he mentioned were in the principle dietary laws 
from Leviticus and Deuteronomyfrom Leviticus and Deuteronomy.

Cf. Peter and the vision of unclean animals (Acts 10:9-16)
Since it wouldn’t change God’s message to the people, the Lord 
allowed him to prepare his food over a fire made with cow's dung 
rather than human feces.

Ezekiel 4:15
30

15] Then he said unto me, Lo, I have given thee cow’s dung 
for man’s dung, and thou shalt prepare thy bread therewith.

God was not trying to get Ezekiel to violate his own priestly purity 
and responsibilities.

God was demonstrating to Jerusalem though Ezekiel how many 
compromises of what they considered “usual and normal” would 
have to be made by those trapped in Jerusalem during the 
coming siege, captivity, and overwhelming enemy pressure.

Whether Ezekiel used ‘man’s dung’ or ‘cow’s dung’ theWhether Ezekiel used man s dung  or cow s dung , the 
impact of the message would be clear…

Ezekiel was permitted to substitute cow’s dung, which is still 
used as fuel by the Bedouins and fellahin (a peasant or 
agricultural laborer) of Arabia, Syria, Jordan, and Egypt.

Ezekiel 4:16‐17
31

16] Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, behold, I will break 
the staff of bread in Jerusalem: and they shall eat bread by 
weight, and with care; and they shall drink water by measure, 
and with astonishment:and with astonishment:
17] That they may want bread and water, and be astonied one 
with another, and consume away for their iniquity.

Ezekiel obediently communicated to the people through 
these object lessons, trying to get across to them that they 
should expect to be in siege conditions.

BEWARE THE LAMBBEWARE THE LAMB

The 430 Nights of Ezekiel…The 430 Nights of Ezekiel…
Historical or Prophetic ???Historical or Prophetic ???
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Israel: God’s Time Piece

The Times of the Gentiles
Luke 21:24
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Ezek 36-37
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>

>

2,520 years360

2,520 years360

1st Siege of Nebuchadnezzar: 
"Servitude of Nation"

Battle of Carchemesh: 606 BC; 

Nebuchadnezzar vs Pharaoh NeccoNebuchadnezzar vs Pharaoh Necco, 
W bank of Euphrates; (Jer 46:1-6.) 

Israel’s King Jehoikim fettered (2 Chr 36:5-8).  

Jehoikim released as a vassal; 

Temple plundered (for museum);  

Hostages (Daniel et al.) taken (2 Chr 36:19-21)
(Daniel of Royal line ??). 

This begins  "Servitude of the Nation";     
It lasts 70 years to the day.

2nd Seige of Nebuchadnezzar
Jehoikim ignores Jeremiah's counsel, rebels. 

5 year battle; 

Jehoikim dies; Jer 22:17-19. ;

King Jehiachin (Jeconiah) reigns in Israel until the siege ends  
Jer 22:24-30

(Blood curse avoided by Christ's virgin birth.) 

His son is captured; 10,000 captives; 1000 skilled artisans; 
etc. 2 Kgs 24:1-4. 

His uncle, Zedekiah, installed as vassal king in Israel. 

Jeremiah and Ezekiel prophesy; but false prophets again 
prevail. 

Zedekiah’s ego trip leads to: 3rd Siege of Nebuchadnezzar

3rd Siege of Nebuchadnezzar

"Desolations of Jerusalem" 587 BC; 
Also lasts 70 years; y ;
While they overlap, they not the same 70 years as the 
"Servitude of the nation"

Contradictory prophecies: 

Jer 32:5, 39:7; Ezek 12:13; 2 Kings 25:6,7.

God does not deal in approximationsGod does not deal in approximations. 

City and Temple destroyed 2 Kings 24:17-20; 25:1-21.
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Don't confuse the “Servitude of the Nation” with the "Desolations of 
Jerusalem”, the “times of the Gentiles” or the “fullness of the Gentiles” 
• The “Servitude of the Nation” was Israel’s punishment for abandoning God’s command 
and not following His instructions, including not honoring the Land Sabbath. It ended in 
1948.

•The "Desolations of Jerusalem" was Israel’s further punishment for not yielding to the 
“Servitude": Jer 27:6, 8, 11; 38:17-21. Cf. Jer 29:10; Dan 9:2.   It ended in 1967., , ; ;

Both the "Servitude of the Nation" and the "Desolations of Jerusalem" were predicted 
to last 70 years360.   Two different 70 year periods staggered by 20 years.

70 years 360 = 25,200 days = 69 years 365 less 2 days.

The 70 years were completed but due to Israel not obeying the first time the 
remaining 360 years were multiplied by 7 to 2,520 years360 days each

• Nebuchadnezzar taking Judea captive began the period known as the "times of the 
Gentiles."   It ends with Jesus “Second Coming” to rule and reign on the earth  g g

Cf. Luk 21:24. Jer 25:9; Nebuchadnezzar is "my servant"!  Dan 2:21. 
No king from the line of David has ruled over Israel since the Babylonian captivity.  

The next Jewish King to rule is Jesus Christ our Lord

• The “fullness of the Gentiles” is what we commonly call the “Church Age” which ends 
with the ‘Rapture’ and again refocuses attention on Israel as God’s people and quickly 
begins the 70th 7 of Daniel 9:24-27 during which Israel is purged and its tasks completed as 
God deals with and works through them.

1st Siege

Babylon

Decree of

Persian Empire
Decree of
Cyrus

38

1st Siege

“Servitude of the Nation”

2nd Siege

3rd Siege

Decree of
Artaxerxes

Triggers the 70 Weeks of Daniel

“Desolations of Jerusalem”

2nd Chronicles Ezra Nehemiah

Daniel Ezekiel Haggai Zechariah Malachi

Dates and Times
Times and durations are prominent in Ezekiel’s writings. 

14 times in Ezekiel the words ‘year’, ‘month’ and ‘day’ appear together in a 
single verse to designate a specifc date.   

Eze 1:1 Eze 29:17
Eze1:2 Eze 30:20 
Eze 8:1 Eze 31:1
Eze 20:1 Eze 32:1
Eze 24:1 Eze 32:17
Eze 26:1 Eze 33:21
Eze 29:1 Eze 40:1

It appears that God wants us to know the specific day in history that certain 
events occurred.

Historical dates in Scripture become markersHistorical dates in Scripture become markers 
from which we can measure some future event.

God did not include any statement or any fact in his Word just to fill a page or 
provide us with a Bible Trivia question.    It’s all there for a reason.

In Ezekiel 4:1-8, God gives Ezekiel specific instructons to lie on one side 390 days 
then turn and lie on the other side for 40 days: totalling 430 days - each of which 

represented a year of God’s punishment on Israel and Judah for their disobedience.

Ezekiel 4:1-8
4:1 Thou also, son of man, take thee a tile, and lay it before thee, and pourtray upon 
it the city, even Jerusalem:  2  And lay siege against it, and build a fort against it, and 
cast a mount against it; set the camp also against it, and set battering rams against it 
round about.  3  Moreover take thou unto thee an iron pan, and set it for a wall of 
iron between thee and the city: and set thy face against it, and it shall be besieged, 
and thou shalt lay siege against itand thou shalt lay siege against it.  
This shall be a sign to the house of Israel.
4 Lie thou also upon thy left side, and lay the iniquity of the house of Israel upon it: 
according to the number of the days that thou shalt lie upon it thou shalt bear their 
iniquity.  5  For I have laid upon thee the years of their iniquity, according to the 
number of the days, three hundred and ninety days: so shalt thou bear the iniquity 
of the house of Israel.
6    And when thou hast accomplished them, lie again on thy right side, and thou 6 d e t ou ast acco p s ed t e , e aga o t y g t s de, a d t ou
shalt bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty days: 

I have appointed thee each day for a year.
7  Therefore thou shalt set thy face toward the siege of Jerusalem, and thine arm 
shall be uncovered, and thou shalt prophesy against it.  8 And, behold, I will lay 
bands upon thee, and thou shalt not turn thee from one side to another, till thou hast 
ended the days of thy siege.   
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Who started this ???
Ezekiel, a priest, was one of God’s prophets still living and serving 
back in Israel’s homeland at the time of the captivity.

Ezekiel lying on one side 390 days and then the other for another 
40 days each day symbolizing a year of God’s punishment on40 days - each day symbolizing a year of God s punishment on 
Israel and Judah for their iniquity - represented the length of God’s 
punishment for their failure to obey and honor God’s commands.

The length of the punishment was determined by the length of 
time Israel had ignored God’s commands 

By the time Ezekiel was told to do this Israel and Judah were 
l d d d l t d d l l i ti italready conquered, desolated and largely in captivity. 

The one who was enforcing God’s justice was Nebuchadnezzar 
- the Babylonian ruler who captured Israel and subsequently 20 
years later destroyed Jerusalem.    

It is these events that start the clock on Israel’s punishment…

430 Years?
42

Some scholars have said the numbers refer to 430 years of Gentile 
domination beginning with Jehoiachin’s exile in 597 BC, ending in 
167 BC, the year the Maccabean revolt began. 
This view has several problems:This view has several problems:

1) There is no indication that 597 BC should be used as a starting 
point instead of 592 BC (the year Ezekiel began prophesying) or 
instead of 586 BC (the year the city actually fell).
2) This view does not explain why 390 years were assigned to 
Israel.

They had gone into captivity (to Assyria in 722 BC) 125 yearsThey had gone into captivity (to Assyria in 722 BC) 125 years 
before 597 BC, when the time assigned to them actually 
began.

3) It is not clear that 167 BC actually was the year Israel was 
freed from the yoke of Syria: 

that year was only the beginning of the struggle.

390 Years
43

• The 390 years, in reference to the sin of Israel, was 
somewhat specific, being the years from the setting up of the 
calves by Jeroboam (1Kgs 12:20-33);calves by Jeroboam (1Kgs 12:20-33); 

that is, from 975 BC to 585 BC which is about the year 
of the Babylonians captivity.

• Perhaps the 40 years of Judah refers to that part of 
Manasseh’s 55-year reign in which he had not repented and 
which we are expressly told was the cause of God’s removalwhich we are expressly told was the cause of God s removal 
of Judah, notwithstanding Josiah’s reformation (1Kgs 21:10-
16; Kgs 23:26-27).

390 years?  Near miss as good as a mile…
44

The penalties of Israel and Judah would have had to have been 
concurrent for the last 40 years; 

not sequential as indicated by Ezekiel’s demonstration…
From the disruption of the monarchy in 922 BC to the return in 538 BCFrom the disruption of the monarchy in 922 BC to the return in 538 BC 
is 384 years, which is very near to 390 years … but is not 390. 

Perhaps this could be looked upon as a period of iniquity and 
punishment for the Northern Kingdom.

In the books of Kings, the length of the reigns of the kings of Judah from 
Rehoboam to Zedekiah is given as 394½  years; again very near 390. 

This can hardly be equated with Israel’s iniquity or punishmentThis can hardly be equated with Israel s iniquity or punishment.
Working from 734 BC, the ravages of Tiglath-pileser (2Kgs 15:29), to the 
exile yields 148 years, which would be very near to the 150 years of the 
LXX’s 190 years in Ezek 4:5. 
From the fall of Samaria in 721 BC to 538 BC is 183 years, which is 
again close to the figure of 190 years in the LXX in Ezek 4:5, 9.

2012-01-10 11 of 22



40 Years
45

From the fall of Jerusalem in 586 BC to the first return of the exiles 
in 538 BC is 48 years, which might (in round numbers) represent the 
duration of the punishment of the house of Judah (v. 6).

Sins of the House of Judah were those which they were guilty of y g y
during the last forty years before their captivity:

Since the 13th year of Josiah, when Jeremiah began to prophesy Jer
1:1, 2 ; or, as some reckon it, since the 18th year when the book of 
the law was found and the people renewed their covenant with God.

The 40 days may allude to the 40 years in the wilderness. 
Elsewhere, God threatened to bring them back to Egypt, which , g gyp ,
must mean, not Egypt literally, but a bondage as bad as that one 
in Egypt (Deut 28:68; Hos 9:3). 
Is so, God will reduce them to a kind of new Egyptian bondage 
to the world: Israel, the greater transgressor for a longer period 
than Judah (Ezek 20:35-38).

430 Years
46

The 390 years of punishment appointed for Israel, and 40 for 
Judah, cannot refer to the actual siege of Jerusalem in that 
day. 

Th t i i f d t i E k 4 1 3 d i t i t d tThat siege is referred to in Ezek 4:1-3 and is restricted to 
the literal siege.

It is included in the whole of the punishment that is to be 
inflicted upon them for their sin but is only a part of it…

The sum of 390 and 40 years is 430, a period famous in the 
history of the covenant-people repeatedly showing up in God’shistory of the covenant people repeatedly showing up in God s 
timing including being the length of their sojourn in Egypt (Ex 
12:40, 41; Gal 3:17).

Why 390 and 40?
47

Why did the Lord choose the numbers 390 and 40? 
- The days represent the years of their sin (v. 5); that is, 

each day corresponds to a year in Israel’s and Judah’s 
history sinful rebellion and disregard of God’s law.

Were the years past or future? 
- If they refer to the past, Ezekiel was showing the number 

of years Israel and Judah had sinned before this 
judgment. 

- If they refer to the future Ezekiel was indicating the- If they refer to the future, Ezekiel was indicating the 
number of years the nation would be oppressed by 
Gentiles after falling to Babylon.

Source: Cf. Walvoord, John F. ; Zuck, Roy B. ; Dallas Theological Seminary: The Bible Knowledge 
Commentary : An Exposition of the Scriptures. Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1983-c1985

430 Years?
48

But note, God indicated through Ezekiel that there were to be 
430 years of punishment.  

So, 70 years of skipped land sabbaths are accounted for 
but we’re still missing the other 360 yearsbut we re still missing the other 360 years …

430 (years) of judgment (Ezekiel 4:1-8): 

70 years had already been declared and was being 
experienced in Ezekiel’s day

430 - 70 [Babylon] = 360 years unaccounted for

A th l !!!Another clue !!!

And if ye will not yet for all this hearken unto me, then I will 
punish you seven times more for your sins.

Leviticus 26: 18, 21, 24, 28

360 x 7 = 2,520 years?

2012-01-10 12 of 22



Ezekiel's 430 years - (Ezek 4:1-8). 

To represent the punishment for iniquity: Israel 390 days  vs 5
To represent the punishment for iniquity: Judah 40 days   vs 6

The remaining 360 years do not seem to fit any specific time of history.

All Israel  Hebrew peoples 430 days

Each day represents a year 430 years vs 6
The Babylonian Captivity clearly accounts for 70 years 2 Chr 36:21

Which leaves 360 years

??? So, where are the other 360 years ???

Let’s see what God had to say about the ‘iniquity’ of Israel…the sins 
that brought on God’s punishment.

Land Sabbath

God said the Babylonian captivity was due in part to Israel’s 
refusal to honor His command to allow the land to have its 
Sabbath. 

2 Chron. 36:21  To fulfil the word of the Lord by the mouth of 
Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for as 
long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfil
threescore and ten [3x20+10=70] years.

The Land’s Sabbath had been omitted for 490 years (or 70 land 
sabbaths) thus the length of the captivity was to be 70 years.  

See:  Jer 25:9-12

Land Sabbath
We’re still missing the other 360 years … Check Leviticus 26 for a clue.

Lev 26:21 And if ye walk contrary unto me, and will not hearken unto 
me; I will bring seven times more plagues upon you according to your 
sins. 

God goes on to describe the punishments and calamities that will fall onGod goes on to describe the punishments and calamities that will fall on 
them.   

Notice that among the things that bring punishment is disobeying 
God’s command to allow the land to lie fallow every seventh year - a 
land Sabbath.

Lev 26:34-35  Then shall the land enjoy her sabbaths, as long as it lieth
desolate, and ye be in your enemies' land; even then shall the land rest, 
and enjoy her sabbaths.   35  As long as it lieth desolate it shall rest; 
because it did not rest in your sabbaths, when ye dwelt upon it. 

God closes the passage with a promise that if they accept their just 
punishment and turn to Him, He will; restore the land, restore them to 
Himself and to them to their land

Several passages in Leviticus that indicate that if Israel doesn't obey the first 
time God will multiply her punishment by seven

Lev 26:18  And if ye will not yet for all this hearken unto me, then I will 
punish you seven times more for your sins. 

Did you see it ???

p y y
Lev 26:21  And if ye walk contrary unto me, and will not hearken unto 
me; I will bring seven times more plagues upon you according to 
your sins. 
Lev 26:24  Then will I also walk contrary unto you, and will punish you 
yet seven times for your sins. 
Lev 26:28   Then I will walk contrary unto you also in fury; and I, even I, 
will chastise you seven times for your sinswill chastise you seven times for your sins.

Now note:   360 years X 7 = 2,520 years360

??? Okay, still - So What ???
Does 2,520 years fit any other time period or bring us to any other important 

date or events in Israel’s national history?
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We need to do some math

Biblical Israel used a 360 day / year calendar

We use a 365.25 day / year Julian calendar

So to find a specific day in scripture on our calendar we need 
to do some math and make some adjustments that history 

has imposed on us over the years.

For example:  Our calendar and dating efforts need to 
accommodate leap years.

For example: We need to adjust for the fact that there is noFor example: We need to adjust for the fact that there is no 
year ‘0’

For example:  We need to adjust for other adjustments that 
have already been made to our calendar down through the 

years.

Check your Calendars
There have been several changes

One change was in 701 BC

In 701 BC, all calendars appear to have been reorganized. 

• Numa Pompilius, the 2nd King of Borne, reorganized the original 
calendar of 360 days per year by adding 5 days per yearcalendar of 360 days per year, by adding 5 days per year.

• King Hezekiah, Numa's contemporary, reorganized his Jewish 
calendar by adding a month each Jewish leap year (on a cycle of 7 
every 19 years.)

(An interesting possibility as to the cause of this calendar 
change is the orbital effects on the Earth of the Planet Mars 

hi h b li h h d th t dwhich some believe has changed the way we account our day 
and year versus how the ancients measured theirs.)

The Biblical Calendar uses 360 day years - 30 day months - etc.

In Revelation, 42 months = 3 1/2 years = 1,260 days, etc.

Sir Robert Anderson: milestone work on this insight. 

The Julian year is 11 minutes 10.46 seconds longer than the mean solar year.   
Which is why every year which is evenly divisible by 4 is a leap year - it 
has an extra day - 29 Feb.

Even with this ‘adjustment’ the Julian calendar still contains 3 leap years too 

What’s this about Leap Years

many every 4 centuries (400 years).   
Which is why every century not evenly divisible by 400 is not a leap year 
even though it is evenly divisible by 4

Dividing 2,483 by 4 = 621 leap years but with the errors that are built into the 
Julian calendar this includes 18 too many;  (the 3 excess days every 4 
centuries)
As of 1752 AD, an error of 11 days had accumulated. This was corrected byAs of 1752 AD, an error of 11 days had accumulated.   This was corrected by 
the ‘Gregorian reform’, (Pope Gregory XIII) which declared September 3 to be 
September 14, 1752, and reckoned 1700, 1800, and 1900 to be common 
years and 2000 as a leap year. 

18 - 11 = 7 more leap years to correct for:  
Therefore we need to further adjust any date investigations that use our 

calendar by 621 - 7 = 614 days.

• 10 or 11 days were omitted from the calendar, (depending on when you made or 
accepted the change).

The Protestant countries and governments didn’t like the Pope messing with 
the calendar and not everyone made the same adjustment at the same time.    
Some nations delayed adopting the Gregorian Reform to as late as 1752 AD

The Gregorian reform of 1582 AD (or not):

Some nations delayed adopting the Gregorian Reform to as late as 1752 AD 
when an 11 day adjustment was necessary.   Everybody ended up using the 
same calendar eventually.

• The rule for leap years was changed.   
Using the Julian Calendar a year is a leap year if it is divisible by 4. 
Using the Gregorian Calendar a year is a leap year if either 

(i) it is divisible by 4 but not by 100 or 
(ii) it is divisible by 400(ii) it is divisible by 400. 

In other words, a year which is divisible by 4 is a leap year unless it is divisible 
by 100 but not by 400 (in which case it is not a leap year).  

• New rules for the determination of the date of Easter were adopted. 
• The position of the extra day in a leap year was moved from the day before 
February 25th to the day following February 28th. 
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Ezekiel's 430 years - (Ezek 4:1-8). 
40 days punishment for Israel's sin    Ezek 4:5

+ 390 days punishment for Judah's sin   Ezek 4:6
430 years punishment for  the Hebrews  Ezek 4:6  days=years

- 70 years captivity in Babylon    2 Chr 36:21   Lev 26:34-35
360 years punishment unaccounted for

x 7 mulitiplied for not repenting   Lev 26:18, 21, 24, 28
2,520 biblical years 360 (12 * 30 day months)

x 360 days/biblical year   Rev 12-13 42mo = 1260 d = 3 ½ yr
907,200 days
- 614 days to adjust for leap years and calendar changes
906,586 days
 365 (365.254 > .254 accounted for in leap year adjustments)

2,483.797 years 365 (2483.797260273970000)

365.254 days per year
Th Bibl l t d l i 360 dx 0.797 of a year 365

2,483 yrs 291 days
30.42 days per month avg

2,483 yrs 9.57 months

2,483y 9m 0.57 month
30.42 days per month

2,483y 9m 17.45 d = 2,483.79726027397 years 365 = 2,520 years 360

The Bible always seems to deal in 360 day years.
Using 360 day years, 2,520 years = 907,200 days 

Converting the 2,520 years 360 into 365.25 day years = 
2,483 years 365 plus 9 months and 17 days:

Calendar Reconciliation
58

2520360 = 2483365 + 9 mos + 21 days :

Julian year = 11m 10.46 sec > mean solar year

Gregorian Reform: 11 days were removed from the calendar

Leap Years: 2483/4 = 621 leap days
(3 excess every 4 centuries: 18 excess)

621 - (18 - 11) = 614 days
2483 years x 365 = 905,2952483 years x 365  905,295
9 months x 30 days = 270
21 days = 21
2520360 = 907,200 days

The Servitude of the Nation
Starting with the first siege of Nebuchadnezzar, which began the "Servitude of 
the Nation" in 606 BC,  70 years of of Babylonian servitude ended in 537 BC

70 years360 = 25,200 days = 69 years365 (less 2 days)
606 BC + 69 years = 537 BC

If July 27, 537 BC was their release...
[Source: Cyrus conquers Babylon, Oct 539 BC; Cyrus Cylinder: 538 BC; Return, 37 BC; Returnees 1st altar: 536 

BC Josephus The Antiquities of the Jews 11. 1. 1.]

From July 27 (Julian) of the year 537BC, Israel’s release from servitude, then

From: 537 y  7 m  27 d BC
Duration: 2483 y  9 m  17 d  (2,520 years360)
Adjusting: 1 y (See note below - no "year 0")Adjusting: 1 y  (See note below no year 0 )
Brings us to: 1948 y  5 m  14 d =   May 14, 1948

On May 14, 1948, David Ben Gurion, citing the book of Ezekiel as his 
authority, proclaimed Israel as the new Jewish homeland. 

The nation Israel was reestablished on the very completion of this 360 year360 x 
7 interval from the end of the "Servitude of the Nation" under Babylon. (Ezek 

4 and Lev 26)

Servitude of the nations
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“Servitude of the Nation”
61

70 years360 = 25,200 days = 69 years365 (less 2 days)
606 BC + 69 years = 537 BC

If July 27, 537 BC was their release...
[Source: Cyrus conquers Babylon, Oct 539 BC; Cyrus Cylinder: 538 BC; Return, 37 BC; 

Returnees 1st altar: 536 BC Josephus The Antiquities of the Jews 11.1.1.]

-537y 7m 27d
+1 (no “year 0”)
2483y 9m 21d2483y 9m 21d
1948y 5m 14d

On May 14, 1948, the nation of Israel was restored..

Babylon

Decree of
Cyrus

62Time of the Gentiles
Servitude of the Nation

1st Siege

“Servitude of the Nation”

2nd Siege

3rd Siege

Babylon

2520 years?

Restoration of Nation
May 14, 1948

Luke 21:24.
Remember Jesus' prediction:

63

And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, 
and shall be led away captive into all nations: 

and Jerusalem shall be trodden down 
of the Gentiles,

until
the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.

Jerusalem is again under Jewish control but the Gentiles still 
“trample” it.

That will change very soon…

The “times of the Gentiles” ends with Jesus Second Coming.

Babylon

Decree of
Cyrus

64Time of the Gentiles
Desolation of Jerusalem

1st Siege

“Servitude of the Nation”

Decree of
Artaxerxes2nd Siege

3rd Siege

Babylon

Triggers the 70 Weeks of Daniel

2520 years?

“Desolations of Jerusalem”

Restoration of Nation
May 14, 1948

Restoration of Jerusalem
June 7,1967

2520 years ?
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Desolations of Jerusalem

The Desolations of Jerusalem
If you start with the 3rd siege of Nebuchadnezzar, which began the 

"Desolations of Jerusalem" in 587 BC,
the seventy years of desolations ended in 518 BC     

Using August 16 (Julian) in the year 518 BC as the completion of 
h d l i f J l h 360 i h dthe desolations of Jerusalem, then 360 years360 punishment x 7 converted 

to our Julian calendar then 

From: 518 y  8 m  20 d  BC
Duration: 2483 y  9 m  17 d  (2,520 years360)
Adjusting:    1 y  (See note below - no "year 0")
Brings us to: 1967 y  6 m    7 d =   June 7, 1967.

On June 7, 1967, as a result of the "Six Day War," the Old City 
of Jerusalem again came under Israeli control.

The ancient punishment of Israel know as the “Desolations of 
Jerusalem” ended.  The 2,520 years360 were accomplished.

Note:  No year “0”.  Dating went from 1 BC to 1 AD

Ezekiel 5
The Sin and Judgment of Jerusalem

68

Ezekiel 5:1
69

1]  And thou, son of man, take thee a sharp knife, take thee a barber's razor, 
and cause it to pass upon thine head and upon thy beard: then take thee 
balances to weigh, and divide the hair. 
Ezekiel was to do something else, this time to demonstrate the results of the 
siege during the time he was dramatizing the siege of Jerusalemsiege, during the time he was dramatizing the siege of Jerusalem.

He was to shave the hair of his head and beard with a sword
Shaving the head and beard was forbidden for Israelites by the law  Deu 14:1
It was a pagan practice that expressed great  grief and humiliation    Ezek 9:3; 
27:31; 2Sa 10:4-5; Isa 15:2; 22:12; Jer 16:16; 41:5-6; 48:37; Amos 8:10
If an Israelite priest (like Ezekiel was) shaved his head, he was defiled and no 
longer holy to the Lord.  Lev. 21:5
Ezekiel's action pictured the unclean condition of Israel before the Lord as 
well as its removal in judgment by Babylon's king.

• It was figurative of sweeping the city clean of its inhabitants (Isa 7:20; 
Jer 41:5).

• It symbolized the defilement and humiliation that would come on 
Jerusalem because of her sin. 
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Ezekiel 5:1
70

1]  And thou, son of man, take thee a sharp knife, take thee a barber's 
razor, and cause it to pass upon thine head and upon thy beard: then take 
thee balances to weigh, and divide the hair. 

“divide the hair...”:divide the hair... : 
Hair was a sign of consecration of a priest (Lev 21:4-5). 
It was also the symbol of a Nazarite vow. 
In Jeremiah 41 it was a sign of catastrophe. 
From Job 1, Isa 22, and Jer 7, it was a sign of mourning.

“knife...”: chereb: literally: sword.  
Chereb is the common word for weapon and is used 83x by Ezekiel to 
speak of the means by which cities and countries would be destroyed.

• Jerusalem (6:11),
• Edom (25:13),
• Tyre (26:6, 8),
• Egypt (29:8-9; 30:4), and
• Gog (38:21) 

Ezekiel 5:1
71

1]  And thou, son of man, take thee a sharp knife, take thee a barber's 
razor, and cause it to pass upon thine head and upon thy beard: then 
take thee balances to weigh, and divide the hair. 

“balances...”: Ezekiel was to take balances, implying the just p y g j
discrimination with which God weighs out the portion of 
punishment allotted to each.   Divine justice is accurate. 
Weighing symbolized discriminating evaluation and impending 
judgment (Prov. 21:2; Jer. 15:2; Dan. 5:27). 

Ezekiel was to divide his hair into three “thirds” and when the days of 
the siege were over, after 430 days (4:5-6), 

He was to burn 1/3 of the hair in the center of the model of 
Jerusalem that he had built with the brick (4:1). 
He was to chop up another 1/3 of the hair with his sword outside 
the model city. 
The last 1/3 he was to throw up into the air so the wind would blow 
it away. to the Israelites.

Ezekiel 5:2
72

2] Thou shalt burn with fire a third part in the midst of the city, when 
the days of the siege are fulfilled: and 

One third of the hair was to be burned symbolizing consuming of 
pestilence and famine; 1/3 would die in the burning andpestilence and famine; 1/3 would die in the burning and 
destruction of the city (2Kgs 25:9), 

thou shalt take a third part, and smite about it with a knife: and 
The second third was to be smitten with the sword, as was to be 
the lot of many inhabitants; 1/3 would die at the hand of the 
Babylonian soldiers outside the city (2Kgs 25:18-21; 2Chr 36:17

a third part thou shalt scatter in the wind; and I will draw out a sword p ;
after them.

The last third of the people were scattered out to the wind (v 12); 
this group included those who went down to Egypt taking Jeremiah 
with them.  1/3 would go into captivity (2Kgs 25:11, 21) driven by 
soldiers that Yahweh would send after them.

Rev 8:7-12: Judgment of Thirds

Ezekiel 5:3‐4
73

3] Thou shalt also take thereof a few in number, and bind them in 
thy skirts.
4] Then take of them again, and cast them into the midst of the fire, 
and burn them in the fire; for thereof shall a fire come forth into all 
h h f I lthe house of Israel.

“thy skirts...”: Ezekiel’s robe.   kanaph: wing, extremity, edge, 
winged, border, corner, shirt; skirt, corner (of garment). 
This is the same word used of the Cherubim in Chapter 1.

Translated (108x): wing 74, skirt 14, borders 2, corners 2, ends 
2, feathered 2, sort 2, winged 2, misc 8. 

Ezekiel was to take a few hairs from the last group and hide them in 
the edge of his robe symbolizing the remnant that the Lord would 
preserve in captivity. 
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Ezekiel 5:3‐4
74

3] Thou shalt also take thereof a few in number, and bind them in thy 
skirts.
4] Then take of them again, and cast them into the midst of the fire, 
and burn them in the fire; for thereof shall a fire come forth into all 
the house of Israel.

Still other hairs he was to throw into the fire representing  the fact 
that the Lord would judge the whole house of Israel. 

The fire of judgment that would burn in Jerusalem would spread 
to judge the whole population of Jews.

Th ll t f G d’ l h t ll t d t thThe small remnant of God’s people who eventually returned to the 
city is pictured by the few hairs that were bound up in Ezekiel’s robe 
(“skirts”). Ezek 6:8-10; 9:8; 11:13

Even this tiny remnant was to be subjected to additional trials.

Fire 75

Many things are included in the concept of fire. 
“tried by fire”   We are familiar with the refining of silver and 

gold, but here in Ezekiel’s prophecy it is Israel that is being 
refined by fire. 
Fire here is tribulation.   The idea of fire being used as a 

method of refining is used throughout the Scripture in 
many contexts.
Example of the fiery furnace in Daniel: Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abenego were preserved through the fire 
by the Son of God, because they did not bow to the y , y
image. 
Nebuchadnezzar was ruler of the entire known world at 
that time, and was a type of the antichrist (Rev 13).

Ezekiel 5:5
76

5] Thus saith the Lord GOD; This is Jerusalem: I have set it in 
the midst of the nations and countries that are round about her.

Jerusalem was the center of God’s providential choice and careJerusalem was the center of God s providential choice and care.

He had set Jerusalem at the center of many nations and 
lands. 

It was at the center of civilization geographically and 
theologically.

Ex 19:5, 6; Deut 7:6-8; 14:2; 26:19

The city's privileged status among the nations had been 
forfeited."

Ezekiel 5:6
77

6] And she hath changed my judgments into wickedness more 
than the nations, and my statutes more than the countries that 
are round about her: for they have refused my judgments and my 
statutes, they have not walked in them.

And she has wickedly rebelled; for the heinousness of Israel’s sin 
(Ezek 16:47, 48; Jer 2:10, 11; 18:13).

Ezekiel is always talking of Jerusalem but he is a prophet to 
slaves in Babylon -- hundreds of miles away from Jerusalem.

At the time he was warning them Jerusalem was stillAt the time he was warning them, Jerusalem was still 
standing but it was about to be destroyed.  Deut 32:8

All nations have been assigned an inheritance by God.  Isa 2:1-4
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Ezekiel 5:6
78

6] And she hath changed my judgments into wickedness more than the 
nations, and my statutes more than the countries that are round about 
her: for they have refused my judgments and my statutes, they have 
not walked in them.

God had an origin for Jerusalem; and He has a destiny for Jerusalem. 
A city which has no natural harbor, no natural resources continually 
makes a worldwide impact

Jerusalem plays a pivotal role in God’s plan. 
When Jerusalem fails, He punishes it; and 
When the world is blessed the blessings come from JerusalemWhen the world is blessed, the blessings come from Jerusalem.  
Isa 2:4. 

Heavy judgment is predicted for Jerusalem
Lev 26; Deut 28; Jer 19; Lam 2

Micah 4:1-4 speaks of the last days and Jerusalem.

Ezekiel 5:7‐9
79

7] Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye multiplied more 
than the nations that are round about you, and have not walked in 
my statutes, neither have kept my judgments, neither have done 
according to the judgments of the nations that are round about you;
8] Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I, even I, am against 
thee, and will execute judgments in the midst of thee in the sight of 
the nations.
9] And I will do in thee that which I have not done, and whereunto I 
will not do any more the like, because of all thine abominations.

God will vindicate his holiness before the world
Ezek 20:9, 14, 22, 41; 22:16; 28:25; 38:23; 39:27

with unparalleled punishments upon Israel from the Lord.
Lam 1:12; 2:20; 4:6

Unparalleled judgments - never executed before
and not to ever be repeated again?...

Ezekiel 5:10
80

10] Therefore the fathers shall eat the sons in the midst of thee, and 
the sons shall eat their fathers; and I will execute judgments in thee, 
and the whole remnant of thee will I scatter into all the winds.
The Lord promised to judge Jerusalem in the sight of the other nations p j g g
because she had been so unfaithful and rebellious. 

She had not even observed the common laws that her neighbors 
obeyed.

The Lord would punish Jerusalem uniquely for her sins. 

Canibalism! (2 Kgs 6:24-29; Lev 26:29). 

S h h h d b di t d b M (D t 28 52 57)Such horrors had been predicted by Moses (Deut 28:52-57) 
and were verified by Jeremiah (Lam 2:20; 4:10).

Father's would eat their own sons, and sons their fathers, in the siege. 
(Lev. 26:29; Deut. 28:53; 2 Kings 6:28-29; Jer. 19:9; Lam. 4:10)

Yahweh would scatter the surviving remnant out from the 
Promised Land.

Ezekiel 5:11
81

11] Wherefore, as I live, saith the Lord GOD; Surely, because 
thou hast defiled my sanctuary with all thy detestable things, 
and with all thine abominations, therefore will I also diminishand with all thine abominations, therefore will I also diminish 
thee; neither shall mine eye spare, neither will I have any pity.

We will see details in chapter 8. 

“Diminish thee”: withdraw mine eye….
The Lord affirmed that He would withdraw His presence 
from His people because they had defiled His temple withfrom His people because they had defiled His temple with 
idols (8; 10:4; 11:22-23).

He would not have pity on them. 
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Ezekiel 5:12
82

12] A third part of thee shall die with the pestilence, and with famine 
shall they be consumed in the midst of thee: and a third part shall 
fall by the sword round about thee; and I will scatter a third part into 
all the winds, and I will draw out a sword after them.

These judgments are referred to in verse 2 (Jer 14:12) 

They were not limited to Zedekiah’s time: 
1/3 suffered the Nazi holocaust in Germany
2/3 will suffer under anti-christ’s rule during the 70th week of 
Daniel  (Dan 9:2-27)

Zech. 13:8-9  And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the Lord, two 
parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein. [9] 
And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver 
is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call on my name, 
and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people: and they shall say, The 
Lord is my God. 

Ezekiel 5:13
83

13] Thus shall mine anger be accomplished, and I will cause my fury to rest 
upon them, and I will be comforted: and they shall know that I the LORD 
have spoken it in my zeal, when I have accomplished my fury in them.
54x in Ezekiel, God makes the claim, “they shall know that I am the Lord.”    

Ezekiel’s whole theme is the recognition that God is God.

This solemn declaration appears in verses 13, 15, 17; 17:21, 24; 21:17, 
32; 23:34; 24:14; 26:14; 30:12; 34:24; 36:36; 37:14; 39:5 and elsewhere 
in similar phraseology.

These judgments would satisfy the Lord's anger against His people and 
would convince them of His wrath because of their sins.

The final statement in v. 13 is the key to the chapter, if not to Ezekiel's 
prophetic ministry as a whole.

Ezekiel warns them over and over that they were to repent of their idolatry, 
but they do not listen. 

Judgment falls to demonstrate to them, and all the nations around them, 
that the Lord is God (Zech 13:8-9).

Ezekiel 5:14‐16
84

[14]  Moreover I will make thee waste, and a reproach among 
the nations that are round about thee, in the sight of all that 
pass by. 
[15] So it shall be a reproach and a taunt an instruction and an[15] So it shall be a reproach and a taunt, an instruction and an 
astonishment unto the nations that are round about thee, when 
I shall execute judgments in thee in anger and in fury and in 
furious rebukes. I the Lord have spoken it. 
[16] When I shall send upon them the evil arrows of famine, 
which shall be for their destruction, and which I will send to 
destroy you: and I will increase the famine upon you and willdestroy you: and I will increase the famine upon you, and will 
break your staff of bread:

Ezekiel 5:14‐16
85

The Lord would desolate the people and make them an 
abhorrence to the observing nations. 

They would revile the Jews and use them as a warning of the 
f t f ithf l Y h h i dconsequences of covenant unfaithfulness, Yahweh promised.

The Lord would send famine-like arrows against His people to 
destroy them. 

Also wild beasts, plague, hemorrhage (associated with 
disease) or possibly cannibalism, and war would be His 
instruments to judge them (Lev. 26:21-26). 

These are standard curses for covenant unfaithfulness referred to 
frequently in the Mosaic Law 

Lev. 26:22, 26, 29; Deut. 28:21, 53-56; 32:23-25, 42; 
Lam. 1:7-14; 2:20-22; 4:4-10

All this Yahweh solemnly promised to do.
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Ezekiel 5:17
86

[17]  So will I send upon you famine and evil beasts, and they shall 
bereave thee; and pestilence and blood shall pass through thee; 
and I will bring the sword upon thee. I the Lord have spoken it.

The four sore acts of judgment upon Israel:The four sore acts of judgment upon Israel:
• Famine
• Evil beasts
• Pestilence
• Sword

Also appear in 14:30
Lev 26:14 26; Deut 32:24 25; Rev 6:7 8Lev 26:14-26; Deut 32:24-25; Rev 6:7-8

They have significance for:
• The world Ezek 5:-8
• Israel Ezek 5:13-17
• The survivors Ezek 6:8-10

The Remnant
87

The concept of a remnant became the dominant note of prophecy in the 
Old Testament, from the fall of Jerusalem in 587 BC on; 

You can also find the idea in Genesis in the flood of Noah: 
out of the entire world, God saved a remnant of 8 people.

• Go through scripture both historically and prophetically and you 
constantly run into the concept of a remnant.

Isa 6:12-13; note that “substance thereof” is really “stump”  referring to 
the root of Jesse, a prophecy (Isa 10:20-22).

• Notice where the remnant is gathered from
not always from Babylon, but often from all countries (Jer 23:3).

Thi t f th t i i t t i d ith G d’ i t t• This concept of the remnant is intertwined with God’s promises to restore 
Israel to their land.

Isa 11 says that when they are called back to their land the 2nd time, it 
would be the final time -

the 1st time they were called back from Babylon, from one country; 
the 2nd time, from May 14, 1948 onwards, it is from all nations.

2012-01-10 22 of 22




