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The Book of EzekielThe Book of Ezekiel

Chapter 8Chapter 8‐‐1111

The captivity of Judah.The captivity of Judah.p yp y
The glory of the Lord The glory of the Lord 
departs the Temple.departs the Temple.

1

Ezekiel 8‐11
2

The second major section of the prophecy of Ezekiel. 

In this division of the book 

— The complete captivity of Jerusalem and Israel will 
become a reality, and 

— The glory of the Lord will depart from the Temple in 
Jerusalem. .

Chapters 8 ‐ 11
3

Ezekiel had received a vision of God Chapters 1-3

He had acted out four signs Chapters 4-5He had acted out four signs Chapters 4 5

And had given two messages on judgment Chapters 6-7

A year later, God gave Ezekiel another vision, this time of the 
sins of the people back in Jerusalem. 

The glory appeared again (Ezek 8:2) and God took the 
prophet (in a vision) to the holy city.prophet (in a vision) to the holy city. 

There he saw a four-fold view of the sins of the people...

Ezekiel 8
4
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Four‐fold View of the Sins
5

1) An image set up at the north gate of the temple, possibly 
of Astarte, the foul Babylonian goddess (Ezek 8:5);

2) Secret heathen worship in the hidden precincts of the 
Temple (Ezek 8:6-12);

3) Jewish women weeping for the god Adonis, who was 
supposed to die and be raised from the dead each spring 
(Ezek 8:13–14).

4) The high priest and the 24 courses of priests worshiping4) The high priest and the 24 courses of priests worshiping 
the sun (Ezek 8:15-16).

Ezekiel 8:1
6

1] And it came to pass in the sixth year, in the sixth month, in the 
fifth day of the month, as I sat in mine house, and the elders of 
Judah sat before me, that the hand of the Lord GOD fell there 
upon me.p
This vision cane to Ezekiel on Sept 18, 592 B.C. as he was sitting 
in his house with the elders of Israel some 14 months after 
Ezekiel’s call in Eze 1:1-2.    

During the time he was lying on his right side dramatizing God's 
judgment on Judah for her iniquity.      Eze 1:1-3; 3:16; 4:4-8

The elders were the leaders of the Judean exiles inThe elders were the leaders of the Judean exiles in 
Babylonia who had been deported in 605 and 597 B.C. 

“The hand of the Lord GOD” put Ezekiel into a trance state Ezek 
1:3; 11:5

This verse describes the single vision that Ezekiel wrote about 
in chapters 8-11.

Ezekiel 8:2
7

2] Then I beheld, and lo a likeness as the appearance of fire: 
from the appearance of his loins even downward, fire; and 
from his loins even upward, as the appearance of brightness, 
as the colour of amberas the colour of amber.

“...fire...”: The LXX reading, “man,” is preferable to “fire,” esh
[vs. ish], of the MT and agrees with the description in 
1:26-27.

This is very similar to a part of Ezekiel’s vision in Chapter 1.

That vision of the glory of God 

• stresses His holiness.
• is the basis of every vision in the Book of Ezekiel, 
• and apparently is the basis of the Book of Revelation.

Ezekiel 8:3
8

3] And he put forth the form of an hand, and took me by a lock 
of mine head; and the spirit lifted me up between the earth 
and the heaven, and brought me in the visions of God to 
Jerusalem, to the door of the inner gate that looketh toward the 
north; where was the seat of the image of jealousy, which 
provoketh to jealousy.

“...a lock of mine head”: He had been shaven about a year 
before this, so his hair had time to grow out.

In his vision Ezekiel saw God reach out and pick him up by his 
hair and transport him to Jerusalem by the Spirithair and transport him to Jerusalem by the Spirit. 

The Lord placed him down at the north gate of the inner court 
of the temple where there was an image of an idol.  Deu 4:16

This idol provoked the Lord to jealousy.
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Teleporting:  Beam me up…
9

Ezekiel being transported to Jerusalem is not something new in 
Scripture 

• Elijah also was caught up;    2 Kings 2
• Philip was removed bodily, physically relocated.

And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of 
the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no 
more: and he went on his way rejoicing.   Acts 8:39

• Paul said that he had been caught up to the third heaven 2Co 
12:1-3.  

Possibly at the time was left for dead outside of Lystra in 
Galatia country.  Acts 14:19>  

• John also was caught up into heaven (Rev 4)  and from there 
moved through both space and time.

Ezekiel’s Vision
10

There are three possibilities:
1) Actually transported to Jerusalem?
2) Simply a vision by the river Chebar?
3) Or transported to heaven?

We are clearly told that these were visions    v.3; 11:24; 3:12
Were these a kind of “second sight” or physical levitations or both?   
2 Kgs 5:26; 6:8-12; Isa 21:6-10

A person having a vision apparently can interact in what they sense.
In addition to seeing and hearing:

• They can engage in conversationsThey can engage in conversations
• They can ask questions
• They can act – eat, bow, faint, dig, walk, etc.
• They can touch and feel.
• They can make choices.

Not passive witnesses to the scenes being played out as in a dream.

The Door to the Inner Gate
11

• The inner court was the temple court proper Eze 8:16; 10:3;• The inner court was the temple court proper      Eze 8:16; 10:3;
1Kgs 6:36; 7:12

• On a still lower level was the great court or outer court, which 
enclosed the entire complex       Eze 10:5; 1Kgs 7:12

• In ancient temples the gateway was a covered building entered by 
means of an entrance or door   vv. 3, 5, 7

Ezekiel 8:3
12

3] And he put forth the form of an hand, and took me by a lock of mine 
head; and the spirit lifted me up between the earth and the heaven, 
and brought me in the visions of God to Jerusalem, to the door of the 
inner gate that looketh toward the north; where was the seat of the 
image of jealousy, which provoketh to jealousy.

“...image of jealousy...”: May be a reference to the idol which 
Manasseh put in the temple (2 Kgs 21; 2 Chr 33), which was 
an abomination and a blasphemy.

This is not speaking of “jealousy” itself, but (that) “which provokes 
to jealousy” (Ezek 5:13; 16:38, 42; 36:6; 38:19; Deut 32:21). 

Any idol provoked the Lord to jealousy because He is the only true 
God (Exod. 20:1-4; Deut. 4:23- 24). 

God does not want people to pursue idols because idols divert 
them from the true God and eventually destroys those same 
people. (Deut. 4:16; 32:16; 1 Kings 14:22; Ps. 78:58).
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The Seat of the Image of Jealousy 
13

• This may have been an image of Astarte, or Asherah, the 
mother-goddess of the Canaanites,  

as the Hebrew for “grove” ought to be translated;

• Set up by Manasseh as a rival to Jehovah in God’s temple
to capture the attention of all worshippers as they entered 2 
Kings 21:3, 7; 2 Chron. 33:15

Aka: The Syrian god Venus, 
Worshipped with licentious rites
The “queen of heaven,” wife of the Phoenician god, Baal

• Subsequently destroyed by Josiah   2 Kings 23:6
The people could have raised it up again after Josiah's 
death. 

Ezekiel 8:4
14

4] And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel was there, according to 
the vision that I saw in the plain. 

“...in the plain...”: implies a physical presence in Jerusalem – no 
longer ‘in the plain’ of Babylon bu somewhere elselonger in the plain  of Babylon bu somewhere else...

The prophet saw the glory of the Lord manifested there just as 
he had seen it in his initial vision of God (1:28). 

The Departure of the Glory

Ezekiel 8-10 tells of the gradual withdrawal of the glory of the Lord 
from the temple and from Israel.

Because the people did not turn back to God, the glory lifted up 
from the temple and went out over the city to the east and 
hovered there. 

In Chapter 11 we will see the final departure of the glory.
Some believe the glory actually departed back during the reign of 
Manasseh and that this is a vision given to Ezekiel of that event.

Ezekiel 8:5
15

5] Then said he unto me, Son of man, lift up thine eyes now the way 
toward the north. So I lifted up mine eyes the way toward the north, 
and behold northward at the gate of the altar this image of jealousy 
in the entry.y

“...the way toward north...”: At the Lord's command, Ezekiel looked 
north from where he was in his vision.

Ezekiel saw the idol that provoked the Lord to jealousy 
north of the north entrance into the inner court of the temple

near the altar of burnt offerings. 

“ image of jealousy ”: Again a reference to the idol which“...image of jealousy...”: Again, a reference to the idol which 
Manasseh put in the temple (2 Kings 21:3, 7; 2 Chron. 
33:15), which was an abomination and a blasphemy.

“...in the entry...”: The northern gate was that most frequently used 
by the people since the palace buildings were to the south 
and east.

Ezekiel 8:6
16

6] He said furthermore unto me, Son of man, seest thou what they 
do? even the great abominations that the house of Israel 
committeth here, that I should go far off from my sanctuary? but 
t th t i d th h lt t b i titurn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations.

The Lord asked Ezekiel if he saw the great abominations that the 
people were practicing in Jerusalem by worshipping this image. 

The abominations of Israel were so bad it caused YHWH to 
withdraw from his sanctuary (Ezek 11:1, 22-23; Ezek 8:13, 15).

“ thou shalt see greater abominations ”: God told the prophet...thou shalt see greater abominations... : God told the prophet 
that he would see worse abominations than this one.
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Ezekiel 8:7‐8
17

7] And he brought me to the door of the court; and when I 
looked, behold a hole in the wall.

8] Then said he unto me, Son of man, dig now in the wall: and 
when I had digged in the wall, behold a door.

The Lord then brought Ezekiel, in his vision, to an entrance 
to the temple courtyard. 

There Ezekiel saw a hole in the wall of the priests’ hidden 
chambers, through which he could see into the various 
apartments and their private idolatriesapartments, and their private idolatries.

At the Lord's command, Ezekiel dug in the wall and 
discovered an entrance.

Ezekiel 8:9‐10
18

9] And he said unto me, Go in, and behold the wicked abominations that 
they do here.
10] So I went in and saw; and behold every form of creeping things, and 
abominable beasts, and all the idols of the house of Israel, portrayed
upon the wall round aboutupon the wall round about.
Following the Lord's instructions, Ezekiel went through the entrance and 
found himself in a chamber full of images of many types of insects, 
animals, and other detestable things (Lev. 11:40-42; Deut. 4:16-19) 
carved on the wall and that the Judahites were worshipping. 

“...portrayed...”: lit. carved, incised (Ezek 23:14)
These people are worshiping the creature rather than the Creator — thisThese people are worshiping the creature rather than the Creator this 
is as low as they could go. 

Man will turn to this type of thing when he has rejected and turned 
away from the living and true God. 

This is what they were doing in Egypt at the time of the Exodus; 
they were worshiping every kind of beast.  That is the reason the 
plagues upon Egypt were aimed at the different gods of Egypt.

Romans 1:21 , 25
19

“Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not 
as God … 
Who changed the truth of God into a lie and worshippedWho changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped 
and served the creature more than the Creator, who is 
blessed for ever …” 

Rom 1:21, 25

Israel has sunk down to the level of the nations round 
about her.

She is no longer a witness for the living and true God.

Ezekiel 8:11
20

11] And there stood before them seventy men of the ancients of the house 
of Israel, and in the midst of them stood Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan, 
with every man his censer in his hand; and a thick cloud of incense went up.
Ezekiel saw 70 of the elders of Israel (Nu 11:16-17), including Jaazaniah (lit. 
"Yahweh hears") the son of Shaphan, with censers containing burning 
incense in their hands worshipping these images (Ro 1:23).

“…Jaazaniah…” was apparently a well known man, the son of 
Shaphan who had assisted in Josiah’s reform.

If so, he had greatly corrupted the faith of his father and family.
2 Kgs 22:3-10; Jer 26:24; 29:3; 36:10-12; 39:14

Some believe that they were worshipping Egyptian gods given the creaturesSome believe that they were worshipping Egyptian gods given the creatures 
representing these gods and since their worship was in secret.

If they were Egyptian gods, the 70 elders of Israel, who had earlier 
confirmed the Mosaic Covenant after God delivered them from bondage 
to the gods of Egypt (Exod. 24:1, 9) were now appealing to those same 
false Egyptian gods for help against the Babylonians rather than to 
YHWH.
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Ezekiel 8:12‐13 21

12] Then said he unto me, Son of man, hast thou seen what the ancients of 
the house of Israel do in the dark, every man in the chambers of his 
imagery?   For they say, The LORD seeth us not; the LORD hath forsaken the 
earth.
13] He said also unto me, Turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater ] , y g , g
abominations that they do.

They were worshiping this idol in the dark of their secret chambers 
Possibly the small priestly storage rooms that surrounded the main 
Temple building and which could only be accessed from the outside – not 
from within.

The Lord explained that the elders were secretly worshipping idols believing 
th t th L d did t th b H h d f k th l dthat the Lord did not see them because He had forsaken the land.

Yet the prophet would see even greater abominations than these

What people do when they think no one else can see them reveals their true 
character.

The believer’s body is God’s temple on earth. 
Is He pleased by what He sees going on in our minds and hearts?

Ezekiel 8:14
22

14] Then he brought me to the door of the gate of the LORD’S house 
which was toward the north; and, behold, there sat women weeping for 
Tammuz.

After the exile the Hebrew calendar included a month called Tammuz, 
the fourth month (June-July) which was the time for grapes to be 
harvested. 

The preservation of the name Tammuz in the calendar suggests the 
impact this form of pagan worship had on Jewish life and worship, 
both during and after the exile.

The Lord brought Ezekiel to the north entrance to the inner temple 
courtyard in his vision (v3 5) There the prophet saw women weepingcourtyard, in his vision (v3, 5).  There the prophet saw women weeping 
for Tammuz (Isa 17:10-11). 

Since Ezekiel saw this vision in September (v1), these women were 
weeping for Tammuz because he was thought to die at the end of 
the summer but to rise again each spring.

He corresponds to the Summerian Dumuzi, the god of spring 
vegetation. 

Ezekiel 8:14
23

14] Then he brought me to the door of the gate of the LORD’S house 
which was toward the north; and, behold, there sat women weeping for 
Tammuz.

• “Tammuz” was the “miraculously” born son of Semiramis the queenTammuz was the miraculously  born son of Semiramis the queen 
wife of Nimrod the first world dictator. 
- Tammuz was an ancient Sumerian and then Akkadian fertility deity, the 

husband and brother of Ishtar.
- He died at the winter solstice, went down to the netherworld and was 

resurrected again. 
• There are similarities to that of Egyptian Osiris, the Canaanite Baal, 

d th S i Ad iand the Syrian Adonis.
• These weeping women were commemorating the death of this god; 

- His worship was actually the worship of nature and connected with it 
were some vile and immoral ceremonies: 

- Human sacrifice and sexual union formed part of the various cult rites.

Ezekiel 8:15‐16
24

15] Then said he unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son of man? turn 
thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations than these.
16] And he brought me into the inner court of the LORD’S house, and, 
behold, at the door of the temple of the LORD, between the porch p p
and the altar, were about five and twenty men, with their backs 
toward the temple of the LORD, and their faces toward the east; and 
they worshipped the sun toward the east.

The Lord took Ezekiel through the entrance into the temple to a place 
between the altar of burnt offerings and the temple porch.

Normally only priests went into the inner court of the temple (2 
Chr 4:9; Joel 2:17).

There Ezekiel saw about 25 men bowing down to the ground, 
backs to the temple, facing east and worshipping the sun.

“...five and twenty...”:  24 leaders of the 24 orders of the priests (1 
Chr 23-24:5 >) plus the high priest.
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Ezekiel 8:16
25

16] And he brought me into the inner court of the LORD’S 
house, and, behold, at the door of the temple of the LORD, 
between the porch and the altar, were about five and twenty 
men, with their backs toward the temple of the LORD, and their , p ,
faces toward the east; and they worshipped the sun toward 
the east.

Worship of the sun was widespread in the ancient Near East 
and was deeply rooted in Canaan. 

King Manasseh had previously promoted it in Judah 2 Kgs 21:5

“...worshipped the sun…”:   The Mosaic Law forbade sun 
worship.  It was a great abomination to worship of the 
sun 

Deut 4:19; 2 Chr 14:5; 2 Kgs 23:5; Jer 44:17; Job 31:26

They could sink no lower than this.

Ezekiel 8:17
26

17] Then he said unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son of man? Is it a 
light thing to the house of Judah that they commit the abominations 
which they commit here? for they have filled the land with violence, and 
have returned to provoke me to anger: and, lo, they put the branch to 
th itheir nose.

The Lord explained that not only had the Judahites committed all these 
abominations but they had also filled the land with violence and 
provoked Him repeatedly. 
“...branch to their nose...”:  Putting a twig to the nose 

• could be compared with a man “thumbing his nose” today or
• was evidently part of the ritual practice of sun worship or
• Jewish commentators of the past have said that it speaks of 

shocking and degrading religious rites.
• Others view this expression as describing some gross insult 

against God, creating a stench in God's nose.
Perhaps all meanings are correct.

Ezekiel 8:18
27

18] Therefore will I also deal in fury: mine eye shall not spare, neither 
will I have pity: and though they cry in mine ears with a loud voice, yet 
will I not hear them.

Israel has stepped over the linepp
— God will now judge them in His fury.

Ezek 5:11; 7:4, 9; 9:5, 10
The Lord promised to deal with the Jerusalemites in His wrath and not 
to pity or spare them even though they would cry to Him loudly for 
mercy.   

He would not listen to them any more…y
It may be that the abominations Ezekiel saw were not taking place 
exactly at that moment in Jerusalem as he saw them in his vision. 

The practices he saw may have represented the practices and 
rampant idolatry of all the people, the civic leaders, the women, 
and the priests. Of course, it may have been ‘real time’…

Ezekiel 9
28
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Ezekiel 9:1
29

1] He cried also in mine ears with a loud voice, saying, Cause 
them that have charge over the city to draw near, even every 
man with his destroying weapon in his hand.

Ezekiel's position was in the inner temple courtyard.
The Lord spoke from inside the temple structure (v3).

The Lord (v4) cried out loudly for the executioners (guards), 
who would punish the people of Jerusalem, to draw near to 
Him with their weapons in handHim with their weapons in hand. 

Though these executioners looked like men, they appear to 
have been angels in view of what they proceeded to do. 

Ezekiel 9:2
30

2] And, behold, six men came from the way of the higher gate, 
which lieth toward the north, and every man a slaughter 
weapon in his hand; and one man among them was clothed 
with linen, with a writer’s inkhorn by his side: and they went in, 
and stood beside the brasen altar.

“...slaughter weapon...”: a weapon of his breaking in pieces.
Six men entered the inner courtyard from the north (Ezek 8:3, 5, 
14) gate each with a lethal weapon in his hand (Jer. 51:20).
A 7th man dressed in linen approached with them, and he had a 
writing kit of the type that scribes used attached to his waistwriting kit of the type that scribes used attached to his waist.

This writing kit usually was made from an animal horn. 
It had a palette with a slot for pens and a hollow place for 
two kinds of ink, usually black and red. 

Professional scribes usually carried this kind of equipment.

Ezekiel 9:2
31

2] And, behold, six men came from the way of the higher gate, 
which lieth toward the north, and every man a slaughter 
weapon in his hand; and one man among them was clothed 
with linen, with a writer’s inkhorn by his side: and they went in, 
and stood beside the brasen altar.

In other passages people who were divine messengers wore 
linen (Dan. 10:5; 12:6-7; Rev. 15:6).   

They entered the inner courtyard and stood by the brazen 
altar. 

Seven often signified a complete work of God as in the sevenSeven often signified a complete work of God as in the seven 
days of creation.

These seven would carry out God's work of judgment 
completely.

Ezekiel 9:3
32

3] And the glory of the God of Israel was gone up from the cherub, 
whereupon he was, to the threshold of the house. And he called to 
the man clothed with linen, which had the writer’s inkhorn by his side;
Ezekiel then saw the glory of God (probably personified) move from g y (p y p )
the cherub to the threshold (main entrance) of the temple building.

“...gone up from the cherub...”: The “cherubim” were above the 
Mercy Seat, 

The glory of God had gone up from Mercy Seat out to the 
doorway of the Holy Place. 

- implies YaHWeH went to the threshold (Ezek 9:3); 
- the cherubim and vacant throne waited (Ezek 10:3)
- until the Lord remounted and departed (Ezek 10:18).
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Ezekiel 9:3
33

3] And the glory of the God of Israel was gone up from the 
cherub, whereupon he was, to the threshold of the house. And 
he called to the man clothed with linen, which had the writer’s 
inkhorn by his side;inkhorn by his side;

The departure of the glory of the Lord from Israel is one of the 
basic disclosures of this prophetic book, so Ezekiel traces it very 
carefully in its different stages (9:3; 10:18- 19; [11:23;] 43:2-5).

“...whereupon he was...”:  The Mercy Seat had already left 
during Manassah’s reign:during Manassah’s reign: 

the Levites had sought refuge for the Ark, et al, under 
Pharaoh Necho.

Ezekiel also heard the Lord call to the man with the scribe's 
inkhorn.

Ezekiel 9:4
34

4] And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, 
through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the 
foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations 
that be done in the midst thereof.that be done in the midst thereof.

The Lord instructed this man to go through Jerusalem and put a 
mark on everyone who had expressed grief over the abominations 
that existed in Jerusalem (Rev. 7:3; 9:4; 14:1). 

It may have been an abbreviation for tam, 'blameless.' 

The mark distinguished the godly from the wicked. (Exod. 12:7, g g y (
13; Josh. 2)

“...mark upon the forehead...”:       Tav Here the word “mark” is 
tav, the last letter of the Hebrew alphabet,

In the 7th and 6th centuries BC the taw of Paleo-Hebrew script 
was written like an X or sloped cross.

Ezekiel 9:4
35

4] And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, 
through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the 
foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the 
abominations that be done in the midst thereofabominations that be done in the midst thereof.

Compare:
• the “sign” given to protect Cain (Gen 4:15);
• the blood on the lintel and doorposts on the night of the first 

Passover (Ex 12:23);
• the sealing of the saints of God (Rev 7:3-8; 9:4; 14:1; 22:4).t e sea g o t e sa ts o God ( e 3 8; 9 ; ; )

Ezekiel 9:4
36

4] And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the 
city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the 
foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the 
abominations that be done in the midst thereof.

“...the men that sigh and that cry...”: 
- These are the remnant which God will save in that city. 
- God’s servant is putting a mark of protection on the 

faithful remnant of believers, lest they be slain in the 
judgment to come.
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Ezekiel 9:5‐6
37

5] And to the others he said in mine hearing, Go ye after him through the city, 
and smite: let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity:
6] Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but 
come not near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary.   
Then they began at the ancient men which were before the houseThen they began at the ancient men which were before the house.
Ezekiel heard the Lord instruct the other six men to go through the city 
following after the man with the writing case and to slay everyone who he did 
not mark with the special mark. 

They were to start from the temple and show no mercy to any individual 
who lacked the mark. 

“...at my sanctuary...”: Where the grossest idolatry had been carried on. 
Neither Ezekiel nor Jeremiah held to the inviolability of the Temple (Jer
7:4; 1 Pet 4:17).

So these six men began their assignment with the elders of Jerusalem who 
were in front of the temple (8:11). 

Judgment starts with those who should be closest to God.  They have the 
least excuse.    1 Pet. 4:17; Matt. 18:6; Mark 9:42; Luke 17:2; Heb. 13:17

Ezekiel 9:7 38

7] And he said unto them, Defile the house, and fill the courts with the 
slain: go ye forth.  And they went forth, and slew in the city.

“...Defile the house...”: The Temple was desecrated with the slain.
The Lord has directed these executioners to go out into the city. 

They were even to slay people in the temple courtyards, though by 
doing so they defiled the temple made it ritually unclean; 

Num. 19:11; 1 Kings 13:2; 2 Kings 23:16
Justice was more important than ritual cleanliness. 

The six men proceeded to carry out their duty.
The actual happening:   2 Chr 36:17-18  Therefore he brought upon 

them the king of the Chaldees who slew their young men with thethem the king of the Chaldees, who slew their young men with the 
sword in the house of their sanctuary, and had no compassion upon 
young man or maiden, old man, or him that stooped for age: he 
gave them all into his hand. [18] And all the vessels of the house of 
God, great and small, and the treasures of the house of the Lord, 
and the treasures of the king, and of his princes; all these he 
brought to Babylon. 

Ezekiel 9:7 39

7] And he said unto them, Defile the house, and fill the courts with the 
slain: go ye forth.  And they went forth, and slew in the city.
Compare to: Rev 14:9-11  And the third angel followed them, saying with a 

loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his 
mark in his forehead or in his hand [10] The same shall drink of the winemark in his forehead, or in his hand, [10] The same shall drink of the wine 
of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his 
indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the 
presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: [11] And the 
smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no 
rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever 
receiveth the mark of his name.

Rev 7:2-4  And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having 
the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four 
angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, [3]  Saying, 
Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the 
servants of our God in their foreheads. [4]  And I heard the number of 
them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and forty 
and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel. 

Cf: Rev 13:16-18  

Ezekiel 9:8
40

8] And it came to pass, while they were slaying them, and I was left, 
that I fell upon my face, and cried, and said, Ah Lord GOD! wilt thou 
destroy all the residue of Israel in thy pouring out of thy fury upon 
Jerusalem?

Ezekiel so identified himself with the Lord’s wrath against sin that we 
seldom find expressions of pity from him. 

See the intercessions of:
- Abraham (Gen 18:23-32),
- Amos (Amos 7:1-6),
- Jeremiah (Jer 14; 15).

Y t h E ki l th t th l i i thYet when Ezekiel saw that these men were slaying everyone in the 
temple area and that he alone remained alive he prostrated himself 
before the Lord and prayed earnestly for mercy. 

Would the Lord destroy even the faithful remnant of Israel in His 
devastating judgment of the city (Ge 18:22-33; Amo 7:1-6)? 
Clearly Ezekiel felt deeply for his people, sinful though they were.
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Ezekiel 9:9 41

9] Then said he unto me, The iniquity of the house of Israel and Judah is 
exceeding great, and the land is full of blood, and the city full of 
perverseness: for they say, The LORD hath forsaken the earth, and the 
LORD seeth not.
The Lord said that the wickedness of the Israelites was extremely great. 

Bloodshed and perversion filled the land.
The people had concluded that the Lord had abandoned them and 
would not see or take action regardless of what they did. 

All the prophets reminded Israel: 
• That a righteous God wants a righteous people, and 
• That this national calamity is a punishment for their national sin• That this national calamity is a punishment for their national sin. 

Awareness that God sees us restrains people from sinning, but belief that 
He does not see us leads to flagrant sinning.

It may be easy to say that God is out there but
that He doesn’t know or care what is going on in the earth, 

but when you really think about it, that is absurd.

Ezekiel 9:10
42

10] And as for me also, mine eye shall not spare, 
neither will I have pity, but 
I will recompense their way upon their head.

Ezek 5:11; 7:4, 9; 8:18; 9:5; Isa 5:25; Amos 1:3, 6
He had not abandoned His people, but they had abandoned Him.

They thought He did not see, but His eye was upon them.
He knew their wickedness and would punish them for it. 

Yahweh promised to have no pity and to spare none of them from 
destructiondestruction 
He promised to bring the consequences of their own actions and 

choices back on their own heads. 

Ezekiel 9:11
43

11] And, behold, the man clothed with linen, which had the 
inkhorn by his side, reported the matter, saying, I have done as 
thou hast commanded me.thou hast commanded me.

The man with the inkhorn, the recording angel, returned to the 
Lord and reported that he had carried out his assignment as 
instructed. 

There were some that he was able to mark, and they 
remained alive. 
This was the faithful remnant that was a very small group at 
this time (Ro 9:27-29; 11:4-5).

The ominous silence of the 6 executioners implied that they 
were also doing theirs.

Ezekiel 10
44
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Ezekiel Chapter 10
45

Chapter 10 has two sections:
• The narrative portion of the chapter comprises verses 2-

4 6 7 18 19 and is completed by 11:22-254, 6, 7, 18, 19, and is completed by 11:22-25. 
• The rest of the chapter contains descriptions of the 

throne-chariot very similar to those in Chapter 1.

The recording angel from Chapter 9 receives fire from the 
cherubim in order to burn the city, and 
The glory of the Lord departs to the area outside the easternThe glory of the Lord departs to the area outside the eastern 
gate of the outer court. 

Ezekiel 10
46

The nation of Israel enjoyed what no other nation had and that 
which the church does not have today: 

the Shekinah glorythe Shekinah glory, 
the visible presence of God,.

In Romans 9, Paul lists about 8 different points of identification 
which were unique to the nation of Israel, and one of them was 
“the glory.”

There are many connections between this chapter andThere are many connections between this chapter and 
chapter 1, the vision of God's glory.

That glory Ezekiel saw in his vision in chapter 1 and he 
sees it again, but sadly he sees it departing Israel…

Ezekiel 10
47

God judges; 
it is one of the evidences we have of the living God. 

The “wheels within wheels” which Ezekiel saw speak of the 
energy of God as He moves in the affairs of men…

The glory of the Lord was above the cherubim 
— between the cherubim in the Holy of Holies in the temple. 

The glory began its departure in Chapter 9.
It will continue to depart in Chapter 10. 

It moves out from the temple and hovers over it.

Ezekiel 10:1
48

1] Then I looked, and, behold, in the firmament that was 
above the head of the cherubims there appeared over them as 
it were a sapphire stone, as the appearance of the likeness ofit were a sapphire stone, as the appearance of the likeness of 
a throne.

The throne was empty (Ezek 1:26; 9:3) 
The chariot awaited the Lord’s return, (Ezek 10:3, 18). 
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Ezekiel 10:2
49

2] And he spake unto the man clothed with linen, and said, Go 
in between the wheels, even under the cherub, and fill thine
hand with coals of fire from between the cherubims and scatterhand with coals of fire from between the cherubims, and scatter 
them over the city. And he went in in my sight.

“...the man clothed with linen...”: who in this chapter becomes 
the agent of destruction.

“...the wheels...”:          : galgal wheel, whirl, whirlwind, whirling.

“ under the cherubim:” The LXX the Syriac and the Vulgate...under the cherubim:  The LXX, the Syriac, and the Vulgate 
have the plural cherubims for the singular cherub of the 
MT, but the singular can be used in a collective sense, as 
is true of “living creature” in verses 15, 17, 20.

galgal 
50

galgal:  “a whirl,” is used of: 
• wagons (Ezek 23:24; 26:10);ago s ( e 3 ; 6 0);
• wheels (Isa 5:28; Jer 47:3);
• whirlwinds (Ps 77:18; 83:13). 

Here the word is singular and collective, 
describing the whole wheelworks.

Ezekiel 10:3
51

3] Now the cherubims stood on the right side of the house, 
when the man went in; and the cloud filled the inner court.

“...cloud”: the Shekinah Glory, the Presence of the God, the...cloud : the Shekinah Glory, the Presence of the God, the 
presence of His holiness. 

In Egypt, it was the cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night. 

It dwelt in the Tabernacle and lead the people for 40 years 
through the wilderness (Ex 40:34-35; 1 Kgs 8:10-11).

Ezekiel 10:4
52

4] Then the glory of the LORD went up from the cherub, and 
stood over the threshold of the house; and the house was filled 
with the cloud, and the court was full of the brightness of thewith the cloud, and the court was full of the brightness of the 
LORD’S glory.

The first half of the verse is a repetition of the act described 
in Ezek 9:3.

2012-01-10 13 of 23



1/10/2012

14

Ezekiel 10:5
53

5] And the sound of the cherubims’ wings was heard even to 
the outer court, as the voice of the Almighty God when he 
speaketh.
6] And it came to pass, that when he had commanded the man 
clothed with linen, saying, Take fire from between the wheels, 
from between the cherubims; then he went in, and stood 
beside the wheels.
7] And one cherub stretched forth his hand from between the 
cherubims unto the fire that was between the cherubims, and 

f ftook thereof, and put it into the hands of him that was clothed 
with linen: who took it, and went out.

Ezekiel 10:8‐9
54

8] And there appeared in the cherubims the form of a man’s 
hand under their wings.
9] And when I looked behold the four wheels by the9] And when I looked, behold the four wheels by the 
cherubims, one wheel by one cherub, and another wheel by 
another cherub: and the appearance of the wheels was as the 
colour of a beryl stone.

In verses 8-17, there is a renewed description of the throne-
chariot, greatly resembling that in Chapter 1. 

The living creatures are definitely identified as cherubim.

Ezekiel 10:10‐11
55

10] And as for their appearances, they four had one likeness, 
as if a wheel had been in the midst of a wheel.
11] When they went, they went upon their four sides; they 
turned not as they went but to the place whither the headturned not as they went, but to the place whither the head 
looked they followed it; they turned not as they went.

God has never had to come back to pick up something He has 
forgotten. 

He doesn’t need to deviate from one side to the other;He doesn t need to deviate from one side to the other; 
He never detours. 
He goes straight forward today as He always has

toward the accomplishment of His purpose in the world.

Ezekiel 10:12
56

12] And their whole body, and their backs, and their hands, 
and their wings, and the wheels, were full of eyes round about, 
even the wheels that they four had.

MT: And all their flesh and their backs and their hands and 
their wings and the wheels were full of eyes, 

which seems to confuse the cherubim and the wheels. 
Backs can be rendered as rims and 
hands as spokes, p ,

confining the reference to the wheels (Ezek 1:18).
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Ezekiel 10:13
57

13] As for the wheels, it was cried unto them in my 
hearing, O wheel. 

This verse is seems out of place here 
It would more suitably follow verse 6.

Ezekiel 10:14‐17
58

14] And every one had four faces: the first face was the face of 
a cherub, and the second face was the face of a man, and the 
third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle.
15] And the cherubims were lifted up. This is the living creature 
that I saw by the river of Chebar.
16] And when the cherubims went, the wheels went by them: 
and when the cherubims lifted up their wings to mount up from 
the earth, the same wheels also turned not from beside them.
17] When they stood, these stood; and when they were lifted17] When they stood, these stood; and when they were lifted 
up, these lifted up themselves also: for the spirit of the living 
creature was in them.

Ezekiel 10:18
59

18] Then the glory of the LORD departed from off the 
threshold of the house, and stood over the 
cherubims.

In Ezekiel 11:22–23, the glory moved out of the 
temple to the top of the Mount of Olives: 

“Ichabod — the glory has departed” (1 Sam 4:21).

Ezekiel 10:19
60

19] And the cherubims lifted up their wings, and mounted up 
from the earth in my sight: when they went out, the wheels 
also were beside them, and every one stood at the door of the 
east gate of the LORD’S house; and the glory of the God of g ; g y
Israel was over them above.

A Reluctant Departure
• The throne-chariot moved to the east gate, apparently of 

the outer court, 

• It paused briefly on the Mount of Olives “on the east side p y
of the city” (Ezek 11:23), and 

• Then left completely. 

Later, in prophetic vision, Ezekiel saw the glory return by the 
same eastern gate (Ezek 43:1-4).
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Ezekiel 10:20‐22
61

20] This is the living creature that I saw under the God of Israel 
by the river of Chebar; and I knew that they were the 
cherubims.

21] Every one had four faces apiece, and every one four 
wings; and the likeness of the hands of a man was under their 
wings.

22] And the likeness of their faces was the same faces which I 
saw by the river of Chebar, their appearances and themselves: 
they went every one straight forward.y y g

Cherubim
62

These composite figures are exalted to be near and around the 
dwelling place of God and they function in several ways:

• They guard the way to the tree of life (Gen 3:24) and the ark in 
Solomon’s Temple (1Kgs 6:23-28; 8:7).Solomon s Temple (1Kgs 6:23 28; 8:7).

- They engage in adoration of God in connection with the 
mercy seat in the Tabernacle 

(Ex 25:18-20; 37:7-9).
- They support the Lord’s throne 

(1 Sam 4:2; 2 Sam 6:2; 2 Kgs 19:15; Ps 80:1; 99:1).
- They form the chariot of DeityThey form the chariot of Deity 

(2 Sam 22:11; Ps 104:3; 1 Chr 28:18).
These various actions are present in Ezekiel, especially their 
function as bearers of the throne of YHWH. 
In the book of Revelation they engage in perpetual worship. 

(Rev 4:6; 5:6; 6:1; 7:11)

Recap
63

• Ezekiel was first confronted with the wickedness of 
the people in the temple (Chapter 8). 

• Then he was shown the slaughter of the people of 
Jerusalem (Chapter 9). 

• Jerusalem had become so wicked that God’s glory 
departed from the Temple (Chapter 10). 

• As it left the city, judgment was pronounced on her y, j g p
rulers (Chapter 11).

Ezekiel 11
64
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Ezekiel 11
The Judgment on Jerusalem’s Rulers

65

Jerusalem had not yet been destroyed. Zedekiah was still on the 
throne.  Not only were the rulers in rebellion against God, they 
were in rebellion against the king of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar. 
• Before God’s glory departed from the city, it stopped at the 

eastern gate and gave Ezekiel another glimpse of the sin of 
Jerusalem’s inhabitants.

• Ezekiel received two messages from the Lord: 
1 The judgment on the people who remained in Jerusalem1. The judgment on the people who remained in Jerusalem 

(1-15). 
2. The promised restoration of the people who were in 

captivity (16-21). 
Then Ezekiel recorded the final departure of God’s glory (22-25).

Ezekiel 11:1
66

1] Moreover the spirit lifted me up, and brought me unto the east gate 
of the LORD’S house, which looketh eastward: and behold at the door 
of the gate five and twenty men; among whom I saw Jaazaniah the 
son of Azur, and Pelatiah the son of Benaiah, princes of the people.

The Spirit lifted Ezekiel up and transported him to the east (main) gate 
of the temple courtyards where God's glory had moved (10:19). 

Gates were the traditional places where city elders administered 
justice and conducted legal matters.

There the prophet saw “five and twenty men” of the governing 
leaders of the people of Jerusalem (not the same individuals as the 25 p p (
sun-worshipping priests whom Ezekiel had seen earlier (8:16).

This group including Jaazaniah the son of Azzur and Pelatiah the 
son of Benaiah.

Not be confused with three other Jaazaniahs living at the same 
time (2 Kings 25:23; Jer 35:3; Ezek 8:11).

Ezekiel 11:1
67

1] Moreover the spirit lifted me up, and brought me unto the east 
gate of the LORD’S house, which looketh eastward: and behold at 
the door of the gate five and twenty men; among whom I saw 
Jaazaniah the son of Azur, and Pelatiah the son of Benaiah, , ,
princes of the people.
“...Azur”: It is possible that this ”Azzur” is the man named in 

Jeremiah 28:1-4. 
If so, then the Jaazaniah of Ezekiel 11 was a brother of 
Hananiah the false prophet who opposed Jeremiah and who 
delivered the same false message of hope just before g j
Jerusalem’s fall.

The leading priests were usually called “princes of the sanctuary” 
(Isa 43:28) or “chiefs of the priests” (2 Chr 36:14) but these are 
called “princes of the people”.   Leaders who were using their 
influence to be ringleaders of the people in sin (Ez 11:2)

What’s In a Name?
68

• Jaazaniah: signifying “God hears”
• Son of Azur: “help”
• Pelatiah: “God delivers”
• Son of Benaiah: “God builds”

These fellows are singled out as was Jaazaniah, son 
of Shaphan, in the case of the 70 elders; Eze 8:11-12

Their own names ought to have reminded them that 
“God” would have “heard” if they had only sought His 

“help” to “deliver” and “build” them up.
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Wicked Counsel
69

The anti-Babylon party counseled that 

- the nation should revolt against Nebuchadnezzar 

dand 

- form an alliance with Egypt (Ezek 17)

This was contrary to God’s command (Jer 28:16) and in 
violation of the oath Israel’s own vassal ruler had sworn to 
the Chaldean monarch (2 Chr 36:13). 

This was the party of violence
(Ezek 7:23; 9:9; 11:6; ch 22).

Ezekiel 11:2‐3
70

2] Then said he unto me, Son of man, these are the men that 
devise mischief, and give wicked counsel in this city: 
3] Which say, It is not near; let us build houses: this city is the 
caldron and we be the fleshcaldron, and we be the flesh.

The elders were urging the people to build houses, a sign of 
peace, safety, and prosperity. (Ezek 28:26)

After all, the people were safe in the city of Jerusalem, like 
meat in a kettle.

The Lord said that these men were planning wickedness and p g
giving bad advice to the residents of Jerusalem by either: 

- encouraging the people to feel secure by advising them to 
build homes and plan on living in Jerusalem a long time.
- or tellin them to prepare for battle rather than submitting to 
the Babylonians.

Ezekiel 11:2‐3
71

2] Then said he unto me, Son of man, these are the men that 
devise mischief, and give wicked counsel in this city: 
3] Which say, It is not near; let us build houses: this city is the 
caldron and e be the fleshcaldron, and we be the flesh.
The true prophets, like Jeremiah, however, were telling them to 
submit to the Babylonians (Jer. 21:8-10).

The wicked leaders were comparing the people of 
Jerusalem to meat in a clay cooking pot saying that the 
people were as secure in the city, (though they were 
uncomfortably "hot“) as meat inside a kettle is safe from the 
fire outside it.
The walls and fortifications of the city, and God Himself, 
they said, would amply protect the people from the fiery 
hostility of the Babylonian army.

Ezekiel 11:4‐5
72

4] Therefore prophesy against them, prophesy, O son of man.
5] And the Spirit of the LORD fell upon me, and said unto me, 
Speak; Thus saith the LORD; Thus have ye said, O house of 
Israel: for I know the things that come into your mind every oneIsrael: for I know the things that come into your mind, every one 
of them.
Ezekiel was to prophesy against these leaders. 
The Spirit came upon him and instructed him to tell them that the 
Lord knew what they were thinking (2:2; 3:24; 13:1-3; 2 Pet 1:21). 
“...the Spirit of the Lord fell upon me...”: This is the only place 

that this expression used in Ezekielthat this expression used in Ezekiel. 
God always knows what His people are thinking (Ps. 139:1-6; 
Dan. 2:30; Acts 1:24). 

In this case their thinking was in rebellion against what God, 
through Jeremiah, had told them to do. 
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Ezekiel 11:6
73

6] Ye have multiplied your slain in this city, and ye 
have filled the streets thereof with the slain.

In addition, these leaders had slain many innocent people in 
Jerusalem by perverting justice and taking advantage of the 
weak.

Those who perceived themselves as the cream that had 
risen to the top were nothing but scum and dross in God's 
eyeseyes.

Ezekiel 11:7‐9
74

7] Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Your slain whom ye have laid 
in the midst of it, they are the flesh, and this city is the caldron: but I 
will bring you forth out of the midst of it. 
8] Ye have feared the sword; and I will bring a sword upon you, saith
the Lord GOD.
9] And I will bring you out of the midst thereof, and deliver you into 
the hands of strangers, and will execute judgments among you.
Jerusalem had become like a cooking pot in that these slain people 
were like meat in it (Mic 3:1-3). 

It was a secure place only for those who had already died there. 
The Lord would remove the living from the "pot." 

Jerusalem would provide no refuge for the living. 
The Lord would bring the sword of the invader down on them. 

He would bring them out of the city into the hands of the invading 
enemy soldiers who would kill and capture them..

Ezekiel 11:10‐12
75

10] Ye shall fall by the sword; I will judge you in the border of Israel; and ye 
shall know that I am the LORD. 
11] This city shall not be your caldron, neither shall ye be the flesh in the midst 
thereof; but I will judge you in the border of Israel:
12] And ye shall know that I am the LORD: for ye have not walked in my12] And ye shall know that I am the LORD: for ye have not walked in my 
statutes, neither executed my judgments, but have done after the manners of 
the heathen that are round about you.
The current leaders in Jerusalem saw the exiles as unfortunate, unlucky, 
foolish victims of their own poor judgment for leaving the ‘safety’ of the city.
But, the walls of the city would not defend the current leaders and residents 
from the fires of Babylonian invasion (v3). 
This was to be fulfilled literally Then they would know that the Lord was GodThis was to be fulfilled literally.  Then they would know that the Lord was God. 

The captives of Jerusalem were deported to Riblah in Syria and killed at 
the hands of their enemy all the way to the borders of Israel (2 Kgs 25:18-
21; Jer. 52:8-11, 24-27).

This punishment came upon the people because they had been unfaithful to 
the Mosaic Covenant and had followed the laws and practices of their 
surrounding neighbor nations.

Ezekiel 11:13
76

13] And it came to pass, when I prophesied, that Pelatiah the son of 
Benaiah died. Then fell I down upon my face, and cried with a loud voice, 
and said, Ah Lord GOD! wilt thou make a full end of the remnant of Israel?

How’s that for authentication of the message !!! 
While Ezekiel is prophesying these things, one of them, Pelatiah - which 
means: "Yahweh rescues“ - actually passes away.

He may have been a ringleader of the scorners (Eze 11:1)
This was just a deposit on the destruction of the rest of the 25 and 
the general ruination of the city, just as Ezekiel was foretelling.

When Ezekiel saw “the Lord rescues” die before his eyes, he fell on his 
f d i if thi i l d G d’ i t ti t i I l tface wondering if this signaled God’s intention to wipe Israel out 
completely. 
Societies tend place into leadership positions those individuals who reflect, 

appeal to, and will carry out the expectations and values of the majority. 
Ezekiel was concerned that in the death of Israel’s leaders, the death 
of all the people whom the leaders represented had been determined.
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Ezekiel 11:14‐15
77

14] Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 
15] Son of man, thy brethren, even thy brethren, the men of thy kindred, 
and all the house of Israel wholly, are they unto whom the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem have said, Get you far from the LORD: unto us is this land 
given in possessiongiven in possession.
The Lord replied that many of the Jews in Jerusalem were saying that 
those who had gone into captivity were the ones God was judging. 

They assumed and believed that the Jews who were left in Jerusalem 
were the ‘remnant’ that God would preserve and bless. 
They did not consider that God’s plan for the ‘remnant’ was with the 
Jews in exile and not with those who were still dwelling in Jerusalem.g

“...given in possession...”: A correct but incomplete statement: 
Yes, God had given Israel the land, 

but He also said He would remove them from it for 
disobedience (Deut 28:36, 64-68).

It would remain their possession only so long as they listened and obeyed 
His command and leading.

Recap
78

• God had emphasized the coming judgment of the 
people who remained in Jerusalem (v.1-12). 

• He assured the prophet that He would preserve a 
remnant, but it would be comprised of those in 
captivity, not those in Jerusalem (v.13-15). 

• As a sign of His faithfulness, God promised to 
restore the remnant to the land (v 16-21)restore the remnant to the land (v.16 21).

Ezekiel 11:16
79

16] Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Although I have 
cast them far off among the heathen, and although I have 
scattered them among the countries, yet will I be to them as a 
little sanctuary in the countries where they shall comelittle sanctuary in the countries where they shall come.
Ezekiel was to tell the Jerusalem Jews that though God had 
driven the exiles from the land and they had lost access to the 
“sanctuary,” the temple in Jerusalem, God Himself was and 
would be with them and would provide a refuge for them in 
Babylon. 
So it is with all of God's own then and now that in the midst ofSo it is with all of God s own, then and now, that in the midst of 

judgment and oppression there is a sanctuary of refuge and 
peace in Him for those who serve and honor Him.

“A little”: 70 years vs. 2,000+ years of the subsequent diaspora
??

Ezekiel 11:17‐18 80

17] Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will even gather you from 
the people, and assemble you out of the countries where ye have been 
scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel.
18] And they shall come thither, and they shall take away all the 
detestable things thereof and all the abominations thereof from thencedetestable things thereof and all the abominations thereof from thence.
The Lord also promised to assemble the Jews in exile from the various 
places where they had scattered from the Promised Land and to give 
them that land again.

When they came back into the land, they would purify it of all the 
things that made it detestable and abominable to the Lord (5:11; 
7:20).)

The promise of restoration to the land, though declared in the blessings 
of the Mosaic covenant (Lev 26:40-45; Deut 30:1-10), was based on the 
eternal covenants to 

• Abraham (Gen 12:1-3),
• David (2 Sam 7:12-16), and 
• Jeremiah (Jer 31:31-34).
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Restoration of the Remnant
81

The remnant of Israel could look forward to a national 
restoration to the Promised Land. 

A partial restoration took place after the BabylonianA partial restoration took place after the Babylonian 
Captivity (Ezra; Nehemiah). 

Less than 60,000 of the remnant in Babylon returned at 
the end of the 70-year captivity.

Ezekiel 11:17-21 goes beyond that return and beyond the 
return that began in 1948 when Israel once again became a 

i d ti th th ti th E threcognized nation among the other nations on the Earth.
It points to a future gathering of Israel at the beginning of 
the Millennium (Ezek 36:24-38; 37:11-28).

Ezekiel 11:19
82

19] And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; 
and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart 
of flesh: 
The Lord also promised to give His people a united desire and 

it tcommitment 
Ezek 36:26; Exod. 14:5; 1 Sam. 14:7; 27:1; 2 Sam. 7:3; Jer. 32:39

“...new spirit within you...”: Nicodemus asked Jesus about being born 
again and Jesus rebuked him for not knowing these things as he 
was a teacher (Jn 3:1-10). 

The concept of being born again is not a New Testament idea; 
it is in the Old Testament: Deut 30:6; Jer 31:31-33; Jer 32:37-; ;
40; Ezek 36:24-26; Zech 7:11-12; Isa 53:2-6.

He would put a new attitude within them (Ps. 51:10). 
He would remove their hard hearts and give them hearts that were 
responsive to Him so they would obey His commands and do His will. 

Then they would enjoy an intimate relationship with God
and He with them.

Ezekiel 11:19‐20
83

19] And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit 
within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, 
and will give them an heart of flesh: 
20] That they may walk in my statutes and keep mine20] That they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine 
ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people, and I 
will be their God.

While this was spoken to Israel, it also applies to us personally. 
Jesus expected Nicodemus to apply it personally.
Jesus expects us to apply it personally. p pp y p y

If we will commit our way to Him, He will give us 
• A new heart changing our attitudes and motives.
• A new spirit, a new source of wisdom, guidance, power and 

character.

Prove it !!
84

We do not get saved by being obedient; 
We are obedient because we are saved. 

Obedience is evidence of and not the reason for our 
salvation.

Our works are evidence of the work that God has already 
done in us. 

He gives us a new heart so that we may walk in His g y
statutes and keep His ordinances.
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Ezekiel 11:21
85

21] But as for them whose heart walketh after the heart of their 
detestable things and their abominations, I will recompense their 
way upon their own heads, saith the Lord GOD.

“ I will recompense their way ”: Most ministries today ignore...I will recompense their way... : Most ministries today, ignore 
the fact that judgment is coming upon this earth.

Probably fearing to offend…Judgment is not a popular 
message.

God’s judgment is one of the sure proofs of His existence.

The Lord promised to bring judgment down on those who pursuedThe Lord promised to bring judgment down on those who pursued 
the detestable and abominable idolatries that had polluted His 
people whether in Ezekiel’s day or our own.

Different time… Same God…
Different people… Same sin…

Different place… Same result…

Ezekiel 11:22‐23
86

22] Then did the cherubims lift up their wings, and the wheels beside 
them; and the glory of the God of Israel was over them above.
23] And the glory of the LORD went up from the midst of the city, and 
stood upon the mountain which is on the east side of the city.p y

The narrative of Chapter 10 is completed with this paragraph.

“...mountain which is on the east side of the city...”: From this 
mountain, the Mount of Olives, Jesus wept over the doomed 
city (Lk 19:37-44; Ezek 10:19; 43:1-4).

Ezekiel then saw the glory of God depart from the temple gate and 
from the city of Jerusalemfrom the city of Jerusalem. 
He saw the cherubim under Yahweh's throne-chariot bear the Lord 
east from the entrance of the temple to the Mount of Olives outside 
Jerusalem. 
This was the eastern horizon from the perspective of someone in 
Jerusalem.

Ezekiel 11:22‐23
87

22] Then did the cherubims lift up their wings, and the wheels beside 
them; and the glory of the God of Israel was over them above.
23] And the glory of the LORD went up from the midst of the city, 
and stood upon the mountain which is on the east side of the city.and stood upon the mountain which is on the east side of the city.
The removal of God's blessing signaled the end of the Theocratic 
Kingdom and God’s longsuffering with His sinful people. 

It opened the way for His judgment to fall on them (Ro 1:18-32). 
From this point on until Ezek 43:1-4, in which the prophet saw the 
glory of God returning to the city, the prophet saw that the Lord's 
presence and glory had removed from Jerusalem.p g y

On the mount of transfiguration the glory of God was manifested 
to our Lord's disciples 

Mt 17:1-5; Jn 1:14; 2Co. 4:6; Jas 2:1; 2 Pet 1:16-18
The visible glory will return when the kingdom is restored to Israel 

Ezek. 43:1-7; Rev. 21:22- 24

Mount of Olives
88

As God’s glory left Jerusalem, it passed over the Kidron Valley to the 
Mount of Olives. 

From this very place the Lord Jesus Christ left the earth (Acts 1:9-12)
He will reenter Jerusalem from this place upon His return (Zech 14; 
Luke 21:20; Matt 24:3; Luke 24:50-51; Acts 1:11-12).

There is an interesting Midrash (commentary opinion) which reads: 
“Rabbi Jonathan said, Three years and a half the Shekinah stayed 
upon the Mount of Olives, in the hope that Israel would do penance; 
but they did none.”

This was the length of the earthly ministry of our Lord to the lost sheep of 
h h f I lthe house of Israel.

Sadly enough, they did not repent and on both occasions He did 
ultimately depart from them (Hosea 5:15 vs Matt. 23:37-39). . . .

Perhaps the Lord's presence stood over the Mount of Olives, rather than 
departing from it (v. 23), because the Lord was waiting to execute His 
judgment on the city (Zech. 14:4; Luke 19:41).
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Ezekiel 11:24‐25
89

24] Afterwards the spirit took me up, and brought me in a 
vision by the Spirit of God into Chaldea, to them of the 
captivity. So the vision that I had seen went up from me.
25] Then I spake unto them of the captivity all the things that25] Then I spake unto them of the captivity all the things that 
the LORD had shewed me.
The Spirit returns Ezekiel to Babylon. 

The vision was over and the prophet related everything 
God had shown him to his fellow exiles.

• The false prophets have lied to them. 
• Jerusalem will be destroyed.
• Full captivity is near at hand. 
• He is able to tell them why God will judge them.

The people are not going to listen to Ezekiel, but he is to 
continue to be a sign unto them.
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