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The Book of Ezekiel
Chapter 26‐27
TYRE
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Outline of Ezekiel
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1–3
4–24
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25–32
33–48
33–36
37
38–39
40–48

The Call of the Prophet
God’s
God
s Judgment on Jerusalem
(Given before the siege of Jerusalem)
God’s Judgment on the Nations
(Given during the siege)
The Restoration of the Jews
(Given after the siege)
They return to their land
They experience new life and unity
They are protected from Gog and Magog
The Millennial Kingdom
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A Transition  Chapters 25‐32
The prophecies announcing punishment on Israel’s hostile
neighbors constitute a transition between:
• the prophecies of judgment on Judah and Jerusalem
(Ch1 24)
(Ch1-24)
• and the predictions of her restoration (Ch33-39; 40-48).
The Lord was to mete out chastisement upon Israel’s
surrounding foes because of:
- their demeanor toward Israel (Eze 25:3, 8, 12, 15; 26:2;
29:6);
- their
h i ungodly
dl pride
id and
d self-deification
lf d ifi i ( Ezekiel
E ki l 28;
28
29:3).
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Edom‐Moab‐Ammon‐Bozrah

God’s judgment would
extend out from Judah in all
directions.
• The first three —
Ammon, Moab, Edom
— formed the eastern
boundary of Judah;
• The fourth nation,
Philistia, was on her
western boundary.
• Tyre and Sidon,
Sidon cities of
Phoenicia, were the
principal powers north
of Judah;
• Egypt was the major
power to the southwest.
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Prophecies against foreign nations are grouped together in
other prophets also (Is 13-23; Jer 46-51; Amo 1; 2; Zep 2:4-15)

Jonah and Nahum spoke to the situation in Assyria, and Daniel
foretold the fate of Babylon and other nations.
All the prophetic books in the Old Testament, except Hosea, contain
5
some references to the future of the nations.

Judgment Upon the Nations
1) Ammon
2) Moab
3) Edom
4) Philistia
5) Tyre
(Satan)
6) Sidon
7) Egypt

• 25
• 25
• 25
• 25
• 26,
26 27
27, 28:1
28:1-10
10
• 28:11-19
• 28:20-24
• 29, 30, 31, 32

Ezekiel mentioned 7 nations, as did Jeremiah and Amos.
The Jews regarded seven of anything as a complete number, dating
back to God's creation of the cosmos in seven days
days.
These 7 nations and city-states would have signified to the Jews that
God would judge all such hostile pagan nations, not just these seven.
Ezekiel did not record an oracle against Babylon because God did not
give him one. It would have been dangerous for him and the rest of
the Jews to denounce Babylon while in captivity in Babylon. 6
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Ezekiel 26‐27

Tyre

• While Tyre is also mentioned in many other scripture
passages including Isa 23 and Jeremiah 27, it is Ezekiel
who talked the most about the city.
• Tyre ‘Tsor’ literally, meaning “the rock-city,” was the most
important city of ancient Phoenicia
(located at the site of present-day Şūr in southern
Lebanon, 34 mi N of Haifa; 45 mi S Beirut).
• Herodotus, the Greek historian, records a tradition that
traced the settlement of Tyre back to the 28th century BC
• Tyre and Sidon were the center of Baal worship.
Jezebel, the daughter of a king and former priest, married
Ahab, king of Israel, and introduced Baal worship into the
northern kingdom.
7

Tyre
Hyram (Hiram) was the great king of Tyre during the reigns of
David and Solomon.
He was a devoted friend of David’s and he helped both David and
Solomon prepare for and subsequently build the Temple (2 Sam 5;
1 Kgs 5; 1 Chr 14; 2 Chr 2).
Hiram supplied David with building materials for the Temple in
Jerusalem.
Aside from the early friendship between Hyram and David and
Solomon, the general interests of Tyre were different from those of
Israel.
Solomon and Hiram did not get along as well as David and Hiram
had and after the days of David and Solomon, Tyre drifted away
from it’s friendship with Israel.
Eventually, it got so bad that the people of Tyre sold Jews as
slaves to the Greeks and to the Edomites (Joel 3; Amo 1) 8
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Tyre
Tyre was the capital of the Phoenician nation which was famous for its
seagoing traders who traveled around and beyond the Mediterranean.
They traveled past the Pillars of Hercules and the Rock of Gibraltar
into Great Britain where they obtained tin.
They established a colony in North Africa.
In Ezekiel’s time Phoenician colonies were located Cypress,
Rhodes, Malta, Spain, Sicily, Sardinia and others.
Tyre was the capital of a broad based commercial world empire
Tyre was north of Israel, and Egypt was to the south.
Major
j north-south caravan routes had to g
go through
g Israel.
Israel taxed the commercial caravans both going to and coming
from Trye, which negatively impacted the profits of the
merchants in Tyre.
When Israel fell into trouble with Nebuchadnezzar, Tyre thought it was
good news but their anti-Semitism caught the attention of God.
9

Tyre
Tyre was once located on the shore of the mainland but
relocated the entire city and its whole population from the
mainland out an island where they became almost invincible.

Their navy was legendary, and sieges against them were by
armies who failed to conquer it
10
… until Alexander the Great.
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Tyre in scripture
Tyre is prominent in Ezekiel 26 (592-570 BC).
7 specific things are predicted concerning the future of Tyre:
1) Nebuchadnezzar will destroy the mainland of Tyre (Eze
26:8).
2) many nations come against Tyre (Eze 26:3).
3) make her a bare rock; flat like the top of a rock (Eze
26:4).
4) fishermen will spread their nets over the site (Eze 26:5).
26:5)
5) throw the debris into the water (Eze 26:12).
6) never be rebuilt (Eze 26:14).
7) never be found again (Eze 26:21)
11

Tyre in scripture
Antiquity of. Isa 23:7; Jos 19:29
Called
• The daughter of Zidon. Isa 23:12
• The daughter of Tarshish.
Isa 23:10
• The joyous city. Isa 23:7
• The crowning city.
Isa 23:8
• The renowned city.
Ezekiel 26:17
Insular position of.
Ezekiel 26:17 ; Ezekiel 27:4 ; Ezekiel 27:25
Strongly fortified.
Jos 19:29 ; 2Sa 24:7 ; Ezekiel 26:17 ; Zec 9:3
Governed by
y kings.
g
1Kgs
g 5:1 ; Jer 25:22
Celebrated for
• Its beauty. Ezekiel 27:3-4
• Its commerce.
Isa 23:2-3
• Its wealth. Ezekiel 27:33 ; Ezekiel 28:4-5
• Strength and beauty of its ships. Ezekiel 27:5-7
12
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Tyre in scripture
Soldiers of, supplied by Persia,
Ezekiel 27:10-11
Inhabitants of,
• Sea-faring men. Ezekiel 26:17
• Mercantile men. Isa 23:8
• Proud and haughty.
Isa 23:9 ; Ezekiel 28:2 ; Ezekiel
28:17
• Self-conceited. Ezekiel 28:3-5
• Superstitious. Jer 27:2-3 ; Jer 27:9
• Wicked. Ezekiel 28:18
Oft confederated
Often
f d t d against
i t the
th Jews
J
and
d rejoiced
j i d in
i their
th i
calamities. Psa 83:7 ; Ezekiel 26:2 ; Amo 1:9
David and Solomon formed alliances with.
1Kgs 5:1 ; 2Chr
2:3
13

Tyre in scripture
Supplied
• Seamen for Solomon's navy. 1Kgs 9:27 ; 2Chr 8:18
• A master-builder for the temple.
2Chr 2:7 ; 2Chr 2:13
g the temple.
p
1Kgs
g 5:6,, 9 ;
• Stones and timber for building
2Chr 2:8-9, 16
• Timber for rebuilding the temple and city. Ezr 3:7
• The Jews condemned for purchasing from the people of, on
the sabbath.
Neh 13:16
The Lord Jesus
• Alluded to the depravity of
of.
Mat 11:21-22
11:21 22 ;
• Visited the coasts of. Mat 15:21 ; Mrk 7:24
• Was followed by many from. Mrk 3:8 ; Luk 6:17
Paul found disciples at.
Acts 21:3-4
Depended for provision upon Galilee. Acts 12:20
14
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Tyre in scripture

Prophecies respecting;
• Envy against the Jews a cause of its destruction.
Ezekiel 26:2
• Pride a cause of its destruction.
Ezekiel 28:2-6
• To be destroyed by the king of Babylon.
Isa 23:13-14
• Inhabitants of, to emigrated to other countries
Isa 23:6 ; Isa 23:12
• To
T be
b scraped
d as the
th top
t off a rock,
k and
d to
t be
b a place
l
ffor the
th spreading
di nets.
t
Ezekiel 26:3-5 ; Ezekiel 26:14
• The king of Babylon to be rewarded with the spoil of Egypt for his service
against.
Ezekiel 29:18-20
• To lie waste and be forgotten for seventy years.
Isa 23:15
• Its restoration to commercial greatness after seventy years. Isa 23:16-17
• Its second destruction by the Macedonians. Eze 27:32; 28:7-8; 28:18
p y in making
g a causeway
y to effect the
• The ruins of the first cityy to be employed
destruction of insular Tyre. Ezekiel 26:12
• Never to recover its greatness
Ezekiel 26:21
• Its inhabitants to be sold as slaves, as payback for their selling the Jews.
Joel 3:4-8
• All nations to be terrified at its destruction. Eze 26:15-18; 27:29-36; Zec 9:5
• To participate in the blessings of the gospel. Psalms 45:12 ; Isa 23:18
15

Ezekiel 26:1‐2
1] And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the first day of
the month, that the word of the Lord came unto me, saying,
2] Son of man, because that Tyrus hath said against Jerusalem,
Aha, she is broken that was the gates of the people: she is
turned unto me: I shall be replenished, now she is laid waste:
“...the eleventh year...”: (587-586 BC) After the carrying away
of Jehoiachin, the year of the fall of Jerusalem.
From Jeremiah 52:12 we discover that the month here
was the fifth, the month of Av.
This prophecy was about Nebuchadnezzar’s
Nebuchadnezzar s attack against Tyre
which was about to happen.
But, the Lord had more in view than the 13-year siege of
Nebuchadnezzar as seen in the “many nations”(v3) of which
his empire consisted.
This prophecy subsequently included Alexander… 16
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Ezekiel 26:1‐2
Both Tyre and Jerusalem had vied against each other for the
lucrative trade routes between Egypt and the rest of the Middle
East.
Tyre
y dominated the sea routes.
But, Jerusalem controlled the caravan routes.
Since the time when Judah was strong and had subjugated
Edom they taxed and protected every trade caravan the passed
through it overland
They all had to do so in order to travel between Egypt and
east Africa and the sea port of Tyre and to Europe and Asia
Asia.
Tyre responded to Jerusalem’s fall to Nebuchadnezzar like a
greedy merchant gloating over a rival’s catastrophe.
Without Jerusalem being able to secure the overland
caravan routes, more products would be shipped by sea.

Golan Hgts
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Edom‐Moab‐Ammon‐Bozrah
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Ezekiel 26:3
3] Therefore thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I am against thee, O
Tyrus, and will cause many nations to come up against thee, as
the sea causeth his waves to come up.
Tyre: “New Tyre,” (Tsor “rock”) was
l
located
t d on a 142 acre rocky
k iisland
l d
1,200 yards offshore from the
walled city (“Old Tyre”) located on
the mainland.
New Tyre had 2 harbors connected
by a canal, the Sidonian harbor on
the NE and the Egyptian on the S.
150 years b
before
f
th
the ffallll off
Jerusalem, Tyre had successfully
resisted Shalmaneser of Assyria’s
5 year siege [Josephus, Antiquities,
9.14.2.]
Nebuchadnezzar’s siege of it lasted
13 years (Eze 29:18; Is 23:1-18).

19

Ezekiel 26:4
4] And they shall destroy the walls of Tyrus, and break down
her towers: I will also scrape her dust from her, and make her
like the top of a rock.
Nebuchadnezzar came against the city and destroyed it, but
he didn’t scrape it.
But, that is exactly what Alexander the Great did.
Alexander literally scraped up the rubble of the old
mainland site of Tyre to construct a causeway out to
the island city to level it also.

20
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Ezekiel 26:5
5] It shall be a place for the spreading of nets in the midst of
the sea: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord God: and it shall
become a spoil to the nations.
Fishermen generally spread out their nets to dry on barren
rocks, to keep them from becoming tangled in trees or
bushes.
God said that Tyre would be so decimated that the onceg city
y would be barren enough
g to use as a drying
y g
bustling
place for nets — and that is what it is today.

21

Ezekiel 26:6
6] And her daughters which are in the field shall be slain by
the sword; and they shall know that I am the Lord.
“...her daughters...”: The colonies that she established.
One of Tyre’s daughter colonie was established on the island
of Cyprus:
Cyprus means “copper,” and she obtained copper from
there.
The Phoenicians were the traders who brought copper, tim
and other metals into the ancient civilized world.

22
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Ezekiel 26:7
7] For thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I will bring upon Tyrus
Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, a king of kings, from the north, with
horses, and with chariots, and with horsemen, and companies, and
much people.
Tyre s gloating over Jerusalem
Tyre’s
Jerusalem’s
s fall would be short
short-lived.
lived The king
who destroyed Jerusalem would also attack Tyre.
After defeating Jerusalem, Nebuchadnezzar moved his army north to
Tyre in 585 BC three years after this prophecy.
Josephus tells us that Nebuchadnezzar began the siege in the
seventh year of Ithobal’s reign as king of Tyre.
This prophecy was fulfilled literally
literally. Nebuchadnezzar besieged the city
13 years (585-573 BC) - until he had fully destroyed ancient mainland
Tyre but in all this time he could not take the island stronghold (Eze
26:8-12).
The island city of new Tyre held out for all those years because her
navy brought in the supplies she needed as they were depleted. It
23
remained a powerful city for several hundred years.

Ezekiel 26:8‐11
8] He shall slay with the sword thy daughters in the field: and he
shall make a fort against thee, and cast a mount against thee, and
lift up the buckler against thee.
9] And he shall set engines of war against thy walls, and with his
axes he shall break down thy towers
towers.
10] By reason of the abundance of his horses their dust shall
cover thee: thy walls shall shake at the noise of the horsemen, and
of the wheels, and of the chariots, when he shall enter into thy
gates, as men enter into a city wherein is made a breach.
11] With the hoofs of his horses shall he tread down all thy streets:
p p by
y the sword, and thy
y strong
gg
garrisons
he shall slayy thyy people
shall go down to the ground.
Verses 7-11 clearly predict that Nebuchadnezzar will take the city,
and the pronoun he is all through that section.
But now, beginning with v12, the pronoun changes to they.
God said that the nations were coming
24
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Ezekiel 26:12
12] And they shall make a spoil of thy riches, and make a
prey of thy merchandise: and they shall break down thy
walls, and destroy thy pleasant houses: and they shall lay thy
stones and thyy timber and thyy dust in the midst of the water.
Years later Alexander the Great made his attack on Tyre:
“...and they shall lay thy stones
...in the midst of the water”:
is exactly what Alexander did to make his causeway to
approach and conquer the island city.

25

The Destruction of Tyre
• Although Nebuchadnezzar had destroyed the city, this second
prophecy had not been fulfilled.
Who was going to take up the stones and even scrape the
dust into the ocean?
• After the return of the Tyrians from the Babylonian captivity,
they decided to rebuild their city on an island and forget all
about the mainland.
They were a seafaring power and they could better protect
themselves from future attacks and seige on an island.
• In 332 BC, Alexander the Great, in his war on Persia, marched
southward calling on each city to open their gates to him as
part of his plan to deny the use of their ports to the Persian
fleet.
Tyre refused to do so and Alexander laid siege to the city.26
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The Destruction of Tyre
• Alexander saw the ruins of the ancient city of Tyre but the
inhabited new city of Tyre was on the island out of his reach.
Possessing no fleet, he took the building material of old Tyre the stones, the pillars, and even the dust of the city - and in 7
months he built a 1
1,200
200 foot long causeway 200 feet wide
across the straits that separated the old and new towns.
He erected towers and war engines at the far end.
He moved his army across, battered down the walls and
marched right into the new city of Tyre and destroying it.
Alexander killed 8,000 of the inhabitants and selling another
30 000 iinto
30,000
t slavery.
l
• The old city of Tyre has never been rebuilt, even though a great
freshwater spring are located at the site, providing 10,000,000
gallons daily.
It is still an excellent site today but has never been rebuilt,
27
although many have tried.

The Destruction of Tyre
The critics try to explain away the prophecy regarding
Nebuchadnezzar’s destruction of the city by saying that
Ezekiel wrote it after it had happened,
p
that Ezekiel wrote after Alexander the
It is impossible
Great!
The ruins are being excavated and there were all kinds of
broken pieces of pottery and artifacts around that validate the
date of its destruction.
Ezekiel’s prophecy was literally fulfilled.
Sidon stands today as it always has
has,
But Tyre is gone.
Nobody has tried to rebuild it. Even Lebanon hasn’t
tried.
God’s Word says that Tyre will never be rebuilt.
28
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Ezekiel 26:13‐14
13] And I will cause the noise of thy songs to cease; and the
sound of thy harps shall be no more heard.
14] And I will make thee like the top of a rock: thou shalt be a
place to spread nets upon; thou shalt be built no more: for I
the Lord have spoken it, saith the Lord God.
Now from verses 15-18 we are going to see the focus of
Ezekiel on the effect of the fall of Tyre on the nations:
• the lament is not just for Tyre;
• the lament is also for the isles and nations which are
affected by the fall of Tyre.
'Shall never be rebuilt' might be better translated 'will not be
built-up again,' that is, 'will not go back to its former state‘.
It does not imply that the island of Tyre would never again
have any buildings or inhabitants at all.
29

Ezekiel 26:15
15] Thus saith the Lord God to Tyrus; Shall not the isles
shake at the sound of thy fall, when the wounded cry, when
the slaughter is made in the midst of thee?
“...the isles...”: ‘iy ee, a coast, island, shore, region (this
ambiguous term will become important later in
Ezekiel…)

30
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Ezekiel 26:16
16] Then all the princes of the sea shall come down from
their thrones, and lay away their robes, and put off their
broidered garments: they shall clothe themselves with
trembling; they shall sit upon the ground
ground, and shall tremble
at every moment, and be astonished at thee.
The ancient symbol of mourning for a king of a foreign land
when he was mourning the fall of another king, would be to:
• come off his throne,
• put on different garments, and
• go through a ceremonial mourning

31

Ezekiel 26:17‐18
17] And they shall take up a lamentation for thee, and say to
thee, How art thou destroyed, that wast inhabited of seafaring
men, the renowned city, which wast strong in the sea, she
and her inhabitants,, which cause their terror to be on all that
haunt it!
18] Now shall the isles tremble in the day of thy fall; yea, the
isles that are in the sea shall be troubled at thy departure.
Verses 15-18 are in a Hebrew meter called the kinah, a word
which can mean a dirge, like a funeral hymn.
This is a particular meter in Hebrew poetry that is
suggestive of a lamentation, or funeral dirge.

32
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Ezekiel 26:19
19] For thus saith the Lord God; When I shall make thee a
desolate city, like the cities that are not inhabited; when I shall
bring up the deep upon thee, and great waters shall cover
thee;;
The most fearful prospect facing ancient mariners was to be
caught in a storm and be 'lost at sea.'
Ezekiel mixed two metaphors for destruction in these
verses: waves overwhelming a rocky seaside town, and a
person going into the grave (pit, Sheol).
It is God’s style to speak of a local event, but in a more
connotative sense.
The lamentation is against Tyre here, a literal city of the
ancient world; but what is said about Tyre may have a
broader application.

33

Insanity of Prosperity
Other instances:
• Sennacherib (2 Kgs 17:33-35);
• Pharaoh ( Ezekiel 29:3);
• Nebuchadnezzar (Dan 3:15; 4:30);
• Herod (Acts 12:21-23);
• “The man of sin” (2 Thess 2:3, 4).
• Conquerors who rely on their weapons (Hab 1:11,16)
• All who today worship the “goddess of getting ahead.”
How about us?
34
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Ezekiel 26:20‐21
20] When I shall bring thee down with them that descend into the
pit, with the people of old time, and shall set thee in the low parts
of the earth, in places desolate of old, with them that go down to
the pit, that thou be not inhabited; and I shall set glory in the land
off the
th liliving;
i
21] I will make thee a terror, and thou shalt be no more: though
thou be sought for, yet shalt thou never be found again, saith the
Lord God.
The Lord promised that after He destroyed the city by deluging it
with great waves of invaders (v3), it would die like a person placed
in a grave (31:16; 32:18,
32:18 23-25,
23 25 29
29-30).
30)
It would go down into Sheol, as it were, and so lose its glory. He
pictured the island fortress as submerged beneath the sea of
invaders that would bury it (31:14-18; 32:13-32; Isa 14:4-21)
sic transit gloria mundi
35
(Latin:  “thus passeth the glory of the world.”)

Ezekiel 27 The dirge over Tyre
This chapter consists of prose (v.1-3a, 10-25a) and poetic sections
(v.3b-9, 25b-36).
Ezekiel composed the poetic parts in the traditional qinah or
funeral dirge rhythm.
Many feel that the vividness of detail of this chapter places it
practically without parallel in the history of literature….
To understand the chapter ethnologically one must study it in
the light of Gen 10;
To do it justice from the viewpoint of prophecy, Isa 13-14, Jer
50-51,, and Rev 17-18 must be carefullyy weighed.
g
Apart from its poetic or prophetic interest, it is almost a classical
catalogue of the geography and commerce of that old world of
which Tyre was in some sense the center.
This chapter speaks of how extensive the kingdom of Phoenicia
36
was.
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37

Ezekiel 27:1‐3
1] The word of the Lord came again unto me, saying,
2] Now, thou son of man, take up a lamentation for Tyrus;
3] And say unto Tyrus, O thou that art situate at the entry of the sea,
which art a merchant of the p
people
p for many
y isles, Thus saith the Lord
God; O Tyrus, thou hast said, I am of perfect beauty.
The Lord instructs Ezekiel to write a lamentation over Tyre.
The destruction of sinners always moves the heart of God, and it
should also move the hearts of His spokespeople.
Tyre had taken great pride and conceit in itself, and this was another
cause of its judgment by God (26:2; Ps 10:4; Pr 6:17; 8:13; 16:18)
16:18).
Like Jerusalem, it considered itself perfect in beauty (Lam 2:15;
Eze 28:1- 17; Rev. 3:17).
Pride in their glory, pomp, and prosperity is the thing that has brought
down many great nations of the world and reduced them to ruins
38
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Ezekiel 27:4
4] Thy borders are in the midst of the seas, thy builders have
perfected thy beauty.
Ezekiel described Tyre as a large, beautiful merchant ship.
The earliest Phoenician ships each had 50 oarsmen and
were quite fast. The later commercial ships were much
longer and had a crew of up to 200 with two or three banks of
oars on each side.
He used this figure to portray Tyre's pride and her
prominence and dominance as a maritime power.
The limits of this "ship of state" were those of the sea itself, and
its builders had made it into a magnificent enterprise.
The materials that had gone into its construction had been of
the finest quality.
39

Ezekiel 27:5
5] They have made all thy ship boards of fir trees of Senir:
they have taken cedars from Lebanon to make masts for thee.
The materials that had gone into its constr
construction
ction had been of
the finest quality.
The wood was fir (pine or cypress) from the Mount Hermon
region, and the mast was a strong cedar from Lebanon.
“...Senir”: the Amorite name for Mount Hermon north of the
Sea of Chinnereth, later named the Sea of Galilee (Deu
3:9).

40
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Ezekiel 27:6
6] Of the oaks of Bashan have they made thine oars; the
company of the Ashurites have made thy benches of ivory,
brought out of the isles of Chittim.
“...oaks of Bashan...”: the area east of the Sea of Chinnereth
(Galilee), famous for its oak forests (Is 2:13; Zec 11:2).
“… isles of Chittim.” (Cyprus), meaning copper, which was
one of their colonies, and extends all the way to
Tarshish, which means smelting plant or refinery.
Likewise her oars were of the best strong oak from Bashan,
and her decks of boxwood (or cypress) from Cyprus contained
beautiful inlaid ivory.
41

Ezekiel 27:7
7] Fine linen with broidered work from Egypt was that which thou
spreadest forth to be thy sail; blue and purple from the isles of
Elishah was that which covered thee.
Her linen sail had come from Egypt, which was famous for its linen
production (Ge 41:42; Prv 7:16), and it had become Tyre's
distinguishing flag or banner.
The awning over the deck, or possibly the deck itself, was an attractive
combination of violet and purple colors, and it came from Elishah.
The dye industry was common throughout the Mediterranean.
“...isles of Elishah”: The location of Elishah is unknown, though some
scholars
h l
id
identify
tif it with
ith Alashia,
Al hi the
th ancient
i t name ffor C
Cyprus.
Other suggestions are that Elishah was in Greece (called by
Homer, Alisium), Italy, Sicily, Carthage, Cyprus, and Syria all
being possibilities).
Tyre's development as a city-state came through obtaining the finest
42
materials of her day by trading with the producers of those materials.
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Ezekiel 27:8
8] The inhabitants of Zidon and Arvad were thy mariners: thy
wise men, O Tyrus, that were in thee, were thy pilots.
Sidon, another seaport 20 miles north of Tyre ( Ezekiel 28:20), was one of the oldest maritime p
powers ((Gen 10:15-19).
)
23),
Arvad was an island off the coast of Syria.
Both cities were known for their shipping.
Strong men from Sidon and Arvad, other neighboring
Phoenician towns, were this ship's rowers, and its pilots were
wise men.
The Phoenicians were peerless in their seamanship in antiquity.
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Ezekiel 27:9
9] The ancients of Gebal and the wise men thereof were in
thee thy calkers: all the ships of the sea with their mariners
were in thee to occupy thy merchandise.
Gebal (Gr. Byblos; Jebeil of today, 21 mi. N of Beirut), is
located on Syria’s Mediterranean coast.
The craftsmen of Gebal were famous builders (1 Kgs 5:18).
The repairmen on board were also wise men from the
famous elders of Gebal (Byblos in Lebanon).
All other trading peoples cooperated with Tyre because it was
the leading merchant marine power of its day.
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Ezekiel 27:10
10] They of Persia and of Lud and of Phut were in thine army,
thy men of war: they hanged the shield and helmet in thee;
they set forth thy comeliness.
The outstanding men of Tyre were traders, not soldiers.
Famous mercenaries from distant lands were on board
Tyre’s ship of state.
Tyre was able to attract foreign warriors to fight for her
because she was strong.
These soldiers contributed and added to the glory of Tyre's
reputation as a mighty city-state.
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Ezekiel 27:10
10] They of Persia and of Lud and of Phut were in thine army,
thy men of war: they hanged the shield and helmet in thee;
they set forth thy comeliness.
Persia ultimately defeated the Babylonians in 539 BC (first
mention of Persia in the Bible).
The name does not appear in any Old Testament book before
the exile.
The area of Persia was called Elam before the exile.
It was just about the time that Ezekiel wrote that the Persians
were becoming powerful through their alliance with the Medes
(Eze 38:5; Dn 5:28; 8:20; 2Chr 36:20, 22; Ezr 1:1; 4:5; Est 1:3)
Here they are named as mercenaries in the Tyrian army.
46
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Ezekiel 27:10
10] They of Persia and of Lud and of Phut were in thine army,
thy men of war: they hanged the shield and helmet in thee;
they set forth thy comeliness.
Lydia, on the west coast of Asia Minor, is sometimes
translated Lud.
Phut may be Cyrene, in Northern Africa,
or Punt or Somalia ( Ezekiel 38:5).
Both Lydia and Phut supplied mercenary soldiers for the
Egyptian army (Jer 46:8-9).
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Ezekiel 27:11
11] The men of Arvad with thine army were upon thy walls
round about, and the Gammadims were in thy towers: they
hanged their shields upon thy walls round about; they have
p
made thyy beautyy perfect.
“Arvad”: Possibly Helech, in Cilicia; or Hethlon near Hamath.
“Gammadim”: Location unknown, perhaps the Kumidi of
northern Syria, mentioned in the Amarna Letters, or the
Gomerim from Cappadocia.
Others take it from a Hebrew root,, “a dagger,”
gg , or short sword
(Jdg 3:16), short-swordsmen.”
All these foreign armies hung their shields on Tyre's walls
identifying themselves with her and pledging to defend her.
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Ezekiel 27:12
12] Tarshish was thy merchant by reason of the multitude of
all kind of riches; with silver, iron, tin, and lead, they traded in
thy fairs.
g tin;;
Britannia was from a root word meaning
the Phoenicians brought tin from Cornwall.
Jonah bought a ticket to that city, but he never saw it —
instead he saw the interior of a big fish!
The “ships of Tarshish” were the larger merchant vessels that
were made for distant ocean-going traffic (1Kg 22:48; Is 2:16).
T ' trading
Tyre's
t di partners
t
included
i l d d Tarshish
T hi h (at
( t the
th western
t
end of the Mediterranean, probably southern Spain or
Sardinia), which gave silver, iron, tin, and lead for her
wares.
49

Ophir
Jehoshaphat made ships of Tarshish (large, long voyage, deep
water vessels) to go to Ophir for gold (1 Kgs 22:48).
It was a region famous for its gold (1Kgs 9:28; 10:11; 22:48;
Job 22:24; 28:16; Isa 13:12).
In the LXX this word is rendered “Sophir,” which is the
Coptic name for India.
Josephus has identified it with the Golden Chersonese,
i.e., the Malay peninsula.
Some suspect it may even have been an allusion to
Central or South America
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Ezekiel 27:13
13] Javan, Tubal, and Meshech, they were thy merchants:
they traded the persons of men and vessels of brass in thy
market.
Javan (Greece)
(Greece), Tubal
Tubal, and Meshech (both in eastern Anatolia)
paid for their purchases from Tyre with human slaves and
vessels of bronze.
The Ionians of Asia Minor were the first Greeks with whom
the Asiatics came in contact.
or theyy mayy be the Tibarenoi and Moschoi,, who lived
southeast of the Black Sea (Herodotus iii. 94; vii. 78).
Tubal and Meshech were key cities in Anatolia, now
the eastern 2/3 of Turkey.
51

Ezekiel 27:14
14] They of the house of Togarmah traded in thy fairs with
horses and horsemen and mules.
Beth Togarmah: eastern Turkey and Armenia. Armenia:
descended from Gomer (Gen 10:3)
10:3).
Their mountainous region south of the Caucasus was
celebrated for horses.
The people of Beth-togarmah (Armenia) gave mules and
horses, including war horses, in exchange for Tyre's wares.
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Ezekiel 27:15
15] The men of Dedan were thy merchants; many isles were
the merchandise of thine hand: they brought thee for a present
horns of ivory and ebony.
The Dedanites, who lived in Arabia along the Persian Gulf or
the Gulf of Aqabah, also traded with Tyre and paid for their
merchandise with ivory tusks and ebony.
The MT has Dedan;
The LXX has Rodan (Rhodes).
The difference between the written d and r is subtle.
Here it is probably Rhodes rather than Dedan, since Dedan
appears again in v.20)
53

Ezekiel 27:16
16] Syria was thy merchant by reason of the multitude of the
wares of thy making: they occupied in thy fairs with emeralds,
purple, and broidered work, and fine linen, and coral, and
agate.
agate
Aram (Syria).
Some manuscripts say Edom.
Syria was one of Tyre's customers and provided her with
emeralds, purple, embroidered goods, fine linen, coral, and
rubies in exchange for its purchases
purchases.
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Ezekiel 27:17
17] Judah, and the land of Israel, they were thy merchants:
they traded in thy market wheat of Minnith, and Pannag, and
honey, and oil, and balm.
Judah also traded with Tyre and exchanged wheat from
f
Minnith (in western Ammon), cakes or confections, honey, oil,
and balm for her goods.
These are names of places in Israel famed for good wheat,
and which were Tyre’s source of supply. (1Kg 5:9, 11; Ezr
3:7; Act 12:20).
Minnith was formerly an Ammonite city (Jdg 11:33).
“Pannag” is identified by Grotius with “Phenice,” the Greek
name for “Canaan.”
55

Ezekiel 27:18
18] Damascus was thy merchant in the multitude of the wares
of thy making, for the multitude of all riches; in the wine of
Helbon, and white wool.
Helbon, 12 miles N off Damascus, was famed
f
for
f its wine;
the Persian monarchs would drink no other.
Damascus also found Tyre an attractive trading partner
because of her extensive inventory of various products.
Damascus paid for her purchases with wine from
Helbon (Aleppo,
(
northwest off Damascus)) and white
wool (or wool from Zahar, also northwest of Damascus).
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Ezekiel 27:19
19] Dan also and Javan going to and fro occupied in thy fairs:
bright iron, cassia, and calamus, were in thy market.
Veda (or Danites) and Javan (or Greeks from Uzal, an old
capital of Yemen in eastern Arabia) paid for their wares with
yarn, wrought iron, cassia (cinnamon), and calamus (sweet
flag herb).
Dan became a sea-going tribe:
Moses’ prophecy: “he
Moses
he shall leap from Bashan”
Bashan (Deut 33:22)
and
Deborah’s criticism: “he wouldn’t leave his ships” (Jdg 5:17)
57

Tribe of Dan
The Tribe of Dan had the largest population (Nu 1:39), but the
smallest allocation, W of Benjamin.
They lost territory after the death of Samson (Jdg 16-21).
The tribe resettled at Laish in the North and were “lost”
(misplaced) long before Assyrian Invasion (1Chr 1-8; Rev 7)
Moses’ Prophecy  And of Dan he said, Dan is a lion’s
whelp: he shall leap from Bashan. Deuteronomy 33:22
Song of Deborah  Gilead abode beyond Jordan: and why did
Dan remain in ships? Asher continued on the sea shore
shore, and
abode in his breaches. Zebulun and Naphtali were a people
that jeoparded their lives unto the death in the high places of
the field. Judges 5:16-17
58

2012-06-22

29 of 38

29

6/22/2012

Ezekiel 27:20‐21
20] Dedan was thy merchant in precious clothes for chariots.
21] Arabia, and all the princes of Kedar, they occupied with
thee in lambs, and rams, and goats: in these were they thy
merchants.
Dedan provided saddlecloths.
Other Arabians and the Arab tribes of Kedar, a nomadic
people, paid with lambs, rams, and goats for their goods.
Kedar was one of the 12 sons of Ishmael
— the nomad Bedouins of northern Arabia and
— a nomad race in the Syro-Arabian desert (Ge 25:13;
Jer 2:10; 49:28).
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Ezekiel 27:22
22] The merchants of Sheba and Raamah, they were thy
merchants: they occupied in thy fairs with chief of all spices,
and with all precious stones, and gold.
Traders from
f
Sheba
S
and Raamah, other areas off Arabia, paid
for their wares with spices, precious gems, and gold.
Sheba was in SW Arabia, almost 1,200 miles from Jerusalem.
It was famous for gold, frankincense, and precious stones
(1Kgs 10:1-13; Job 6:19).
Raamah probably was on the Persian Gulf
G f (Gen
(G 10:7).
)
Contrived lineage to Menilik I (a son of the Queen of Sheba
and Solomon) was an attempt to link the early Kings of
Ethiopia with Solomon… thus, the Ark legend…
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Ezekiel 27:23‐24
23] Haran, and Canneh, and Eden, the merchants of Sheba, Asshur,
and Chilmad, were thy merchants.
24] These were thy merchants in all sorts of things, in blue clothes, and
broidered work, and in chests of rich apparel, bound with cords, and made
of cedar,, among
g thy
y merchandise.
These exchanged garments, carpets, and finely crafted clothing materials.
• Haran: ancient city in NW Mesopotamia, 60 miles E of Carchemish;
the dwelling-place of Abraham in Mesopotamia, after he moved from
Ur (Gen 11:31, 32; 12:4-5).
• Canneh: Calneh, an Assyrian city on the Tigris; the Ctesiphon of the
Greeks (Gen 10:10).
• Eden: Situated on the middle course of the Euphrates
Euphrates, south of Haran
(Amos 1:5; Isa 37:12).
• Merchants of Sheba of the MT is probably a dittography from v.22.
• Asshur: the city S of Nineveh on the W side of the Tigris, between the
Upper and Lower Zab rivers.
• Chilmad: a compound; the place designated by Ptolemy “Gaala of
61
Media.” The Chaldee version interprets it of Media.

Ezekiel 27:25‐26
25] The ships of Tarshish did sing of thee in thy market: and
thou wast replenished, and made very glorious in the midst of
the seas.
26] Thy rowers have brought thee into great waters: the east
wind hath broken thee in the midst of the seas.
“Ships of Tarshish” refer to unusually large vessels carrying
cargo on the open sea.
This was the kind of ship Hiram and Solomon built to bring
cargo to Israel (2 Chr 9:21; 20:36
20:36-37;
37; Isa 2:16)
2:16).
Tyre's merchants had brought her "ship" into great waters, but
there it encountered a strong east wind that broke it, namely,
Babylon.
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Ezekiel 27:27
27] Thy riches, and thy fairs, thy merchandise, thy mariners,
and thy pilots, thy calkers, and the occupiers of thy
merchandise, and all thy men of war, that are in thee, and in all
thy company which is in the midst of thee, shall fall into the
midst of the seas in the day of thy ruin.
All who contributed to the success of Tyre's enterprise would
fall into the chaotic sea when God overthrew this ship of state.
"Any ship can be sunk by the Master of the seas.”
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Ezekiel 27:26‐30
28] The suburbs shall shake at the sound of the cry of thy
pilots.
29] And all that handle the oar, the mariners, and all the pilots
p , they
y shall stand
of the sea,, shall come down from their ships,
upon the land;
30] And shall cause their voice to be heard against thee, and
shall cry bitterly, and shall cast up dust upon their heads, they
shall wallow themselves in the ashes:
The cry of the Tyrians when destruction came would cause all
her merchants, trading partners, and onlookers to bewail and
mourn (Rev. 18:17-19).
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Ezekiel 27:31
31] And they shall make themselves utterly bald for thee, and
gird them with sackcloth, and they shall weep for thee with
bitterness of heart and bitter wailing.
“..utterly bald...”: This was another form of humiliation: they
would shave their heads.
It was not allowed for Israel (prohibited by Moses Deu 14:1)
but it was an ancient practice of humiliation to make
one’s self bald.
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Ezekiel 27:32‐34
32] And in their wailing they shall take up a lamentation for thee,
and lament over thee, saying, What city is like Tyrus, like the
destroyed in the midst of the sea?
33] When thy wares went forth out of the seas
seas, thou filledst
many people; thou didst enrich the Kings of the earth with the
multitude of thy riches and of thy merchandise.
34] In the time when thou shalt be broken by the seas in the
depths of the waters thy merchandise and all thy company in
the midst of thee shall fall.
They would
Th
ld lament
l
t the
th d
demise
i off thi
this greatt commercial
i l empire
i
they regarded as the mightiest power of its kind on the earth.
It had satisfied the materialistic desires of many nations and
kings.
These onlookers would wail because Tyre's "ship" had sunk.
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Ezekiel 27:35‐36
35] All the inhabitants of the isles shall be astonished at thee,
and their Kings shall be sore afraid, they shall be troubled in
their countenance.
36] The merchants among the people shall hiss at thee; thou
shalt be a terror, and never shalt be any more.
Tyre's trading partners would stand appalled at her, and
their kings would fear for the prosperity of their own
kingdoms.
Other merchants would whistle in amazement at her
unbelievable collapse (1Kgs 9:8; Rev. 18:15-19).
Tyre herself would quake with terror and would pass into
oblivion.
67

Ezekiel 27 Constable
The areas in which Tyre excelled and was the envy of
the entire ancient world
are precisely the same areas which every modern
nation seeks superiority.
Riches without God cannot satisfy the heart of man
p us from trusting
g and depending
p
g on
and often keep
God.
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Reminder…
This was an interesting passage for
an Israeli prophet
to be sending to Tyre
from Babylon,
where he was enslaved,
speaking against Tyre
and of Tyre’s predicament.
69

Tyre
• In the 7th century AD it came under the dominion of the
Saracens.
• In the 12th century it was taken by the Crusaders, who kept it
until 1291,
• In 1291 Tyre came under Muslim rule.
Tyre as the great commercial center, is comparable to a
prophecy of future Babylon when Babylon during Antichrist’s
rule will become the commercial, religious and political center
of the world
world.
Antichrist apparently makes future Babylon the commercial
and political capital of the world.
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The Fall of Mystery Babylon (Rev 18:9‐10)
9] And the Kings of the earth, who have committed fornication
and lived deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for
her when they shall see the smoke of her burning
her,
burning,
10] Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, Alas,
alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour is
thy judgment come.
Note three groups of people singled out:
• kings,
kings
• merchants, and
• those who trade by sea…
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The Fall of Mystery Babylon (Rev 18:11‐14)
11] And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over
her; for no man buyeth their merchandise any more:
12] The merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious stones,
and of pearls
pearls, and fine linen
linen, and purple
purple, and silk
silk, and scarlet
scarlet,
and all thyine wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and all
manner vessels of most precious wood, and of brass, and iron,
and marble,
13] And cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and
frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and
beasts and sheep
beasts,
sheep, and horses
horses, and chariots
chariots, and slaves
slaves, and
souls of men.
14] And the fruits that thy soul lusted after are departed from
thee, and all things which were dainty and goodly are departed
from thee, and thou shalt find them no more at all.
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The Fall of Mystery Babylon (Rev 18:15‐17)
15] The merchants of these things, which were made rich by
her, shall stand afar off for the fear of her torment, weeping
p g
and wailing,
16] And saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was clothed in
fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and
precious stones, and pearls!
17] For in one hour so great riches is come to nought. And
e er shipmaster,
every
shipmaster and all the compan
company in ships
ships, and sailors
sailors,
and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off,
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The Fall of Mystery Babylon (Rev 18:18‐20)
18] And cried when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying,
What city is like unto this great city!
19] And they cast dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and
wailing saying,
wailing,
saying Alas,
Alas alas,
alas that great city,
city wherein were made
rich all that had ships in the sea by reason of her costliness!
for in one hour is she made desolate.
20] Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and
prophets; for God hath avenged you on her.
First time in this book the command to rejoice is given!
Jer 51:56; 59-64.
What do you rejoice over?
What is your heart fixed on today?
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The Fall of Mystery Babylon (Rev 18:21‐22)
21] And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone,
and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that
great city Babylon be thrown down
down, and shall be found no
more at all.
22] And the voice of harpers, and musicians, and of pipers,
and trumpeters, shall be heard no more at all in thee; and no
craftsman, of whatsoever craft he be, shall be found any more
in thee; and the sound of a millstone shall be heard no more at
all in thee;
Factories close. Lights are off. It’s all over.
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The Fall of Mystery Babylon (Rev 18:23‐24)
23] And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee;
and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard
no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great men of
the earth; for
f by thy sorceries were all nations deceived.
24] And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints,
and of all that were slain upon the earth.
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