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The Book of Ezekiel
Chapter 28
The Power Behind
the Throne
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Outline of Ezekiel
Chapter
1–3
4–24
4
24
25–32
33–48
33–36
37
38–39
40–48

The Call of the Prophet
God’s
God
s Judgment on Jerusalem
(Given before the siege of Jerusalem)
God’s Judgment on the Nations
(Given during the siege)
The Restoration of the Jews
(Given after the siege)
They return to their land
They experience new life and unity
They are protected from Gog and Magog
The Millennial Kingdom
2

2012-07-11

1 of 33

1

7/11/2012

Prophecies against foreign nations are grouped together in
other prophets also (Is 13-23; Jer 46-51; Amo 1; 2; Zep 2:4-15)

Jonah and Nahum spoke to the situation in Assyria, and Daniel
foretold the fate of Babylon and other nations.
All the prophetic books in the Old Testament, except Hosea, contain
3
some references to the future of the nations.

Judgment Upon the Nations
1) Ammon
2) Moab
3) Edom
4) Philistia
5) Tyre
(Satan)
6) Sidon
7) Egypt

• 25
• 25
• 25
• 25
• 26,
26 27,
27 28:1-10
28:1 10
• 28:11-19
• 28:20-24
• 29, 30, 31, 32

Ezekiel mentioned 7 nations, as did Jeremiah and Amos.
The Jews regarded seven of anything as a complete number, dating
back to God's creation of the cosmos in seven days
days.
These 7 nations and city-states would have signified to the Jews that
God would judge all such hostile pagan nations, not just these seven.
Ezekiel did not record an oracle against Babylon because God did not
give him one. It would have been dangerous for him and the rest of
the Jews to denounce Babylon while in captivity in Babylon. 4
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Ezekiel 28:1‐2
1] The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying,
2] Son of man, say unto the prince of Tyrus, Thus saith the Lord
GOD; Because thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast said, I am a
God, I sit in the seat of God, in the midst of the seas; yet thou art a
man, and not God, though thou set thine heart as the heart of God:
Ezekiel was to speak to the contemporary leader of Tyre (Hb:
nagid, prince, ruler, king) in the Lord's name.
This was most probably King Ethbaal II (also known as Ittobaal
II and Ithobalus II, ca. 590-573 BC).
As usual in political affairs
affairs, the king or leader of a people often
represents the nations he leads.
In this case, a spirit of pride marked the king as well as his nation.
While one particular king is in view, we should view him as the
representative head of his city-state.
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Ezekiel 28:1‐2
1] The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying,
2] Son of man, say unto the prince of Tyrus, Thus saith the Lord
GOD; Because thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast said, I am a
God, I sit in the seat of God, in the midst of the seas; yet thou art a
man, and not God, though thou set thine heart as the heart of God:
This king had become very proud because of the prosperity of his
seafaring kingdom (29:3; 2 Kings 18:33-35; Dan. 3:15; 4:30; Acts
12:21-23).
He had come to think that he was in God's place of control over
his own and Tyre's
y
affairs.
Ancient Near Easterners often viewed their kings as the
embodiment of their gods.
This king appears to have concluded that he was a god.
Nevertheless he was only a man.
Pride is the destroying sin underlying all others.
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Ezekiel 28:1‐2
1] The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying,
2] Son of man, say unto the prince of Tyrus, Thus saith the Lord
GOD; Because thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast said, I am a
God, I sit in the seat of God, in the midst of the seas; yet thou art
a man, and not God, though thou set thine heart as the heart of
God:
“I am a God”
Similar examples:
•
•
•
•

Isaiah’s words of the King of Babylon (Isa 14:13-14).
the boast of Pharaoh Hophra (Ezek 29:3);
the praise given to Herod Agrippa by the Tyrians (Ac 12:21),
Paul’s description of “the man of sin” with nearly the same
words (2Ths 2:4).

8

Ezekiel 28:1‐2
1] The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying,
2] Son of man, say unto the prince of Tyrus, Thus saith the Lord
GOD; Because thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast said, I am a God,
I sit in the seat of God, in the midst of the seas; yet thou art a man,
and not God, though thou set thine heart as the heart of God:
“I Sit in the Seat of God”
The words remind us of the temptation in Gen 3:5.
Tyre was known as the Holy Island.
The city was thought of as “rising from its waters like the rockthrone of God.” [Sanchon., edit. Orelli, p. 36.]
To forget the limitations of human ignorance and weakness, to claim
an authority and demand a homage which belongs only to God, was
the sin of the Prince of Tyre, as it had been that of Pharaoh of Egypt,
Sennacherib of Assyria, Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, and as it has
been since of the emperors of Rome, and of other rulers.
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Ezekiel 28:3‐5
3] Behold, thou art wiser than Daniel; there is no secret that
they can hide from thee:
4] With thy wisdom and with thine understanding thou hast
gotten thee riches
riches, and hast gotten gold and silver into thy
treasures:
5] By thy great wisdom and by thy traffick hast thou increased
thy riches, and thine heart is lifted up because of thy riches:
Daniel, who attributed all his wisdom to God (Dan 2:27-28),
was much wiser than Ethbaal, who claimed to be a god.
The irony was that Ethbaal felt his wisdom exceeded that of
even Daniel, who served the country that would ultimately
defeat Tyre.

10

Ezekiel 28:3‐5

The king of Tyre may have been a very wise man…
Or, the king just thought he was - even wiser than Daniel.
Tyre’s king may not have even known who Daniel was.
But Ezekiel did and so used Daniel as a standard of great wisdom.
The king of Tyre would seem to have had understanding of matters
that were obscure to other people.
His wisdom had enabled him to become rich personally and to
make Tyre wealthy.
His wise trading had enabled him to increase those riches.
As a result,
result he had become very proud of himself because of
the success that he had enjoyed.
The character of Daniel was the opposite of this ruler, though they
were both very intelligent.
It is not uncommon for people today, even Christians, to deify
themselves in their own minds when they experience great success.
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Ezekiel 28:6‐7
6] Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thou hast set
thine heart as the heart of God;
7] Behold, therefore I will bring strangers upon thee, the
terrible of the nations: and they shall draw their swords against
the beauty of thy wisdom, and they shall defile thy brightness.

Almighty God announced that because the king had exalted
himself in pride the Lord would bring ruthless strangers against
him from among other nations.
They would fight against his commercial empire, resist his
wisdom, and mar the beauty of Tyre's splendor.
Nebuchadnezzar was one of the first of these strangers (26:7)
who would come like waves of the sea hitting the shore.

Ezekiel 28:8‐9

12

8] They shall bring thee down to the pit, and thou shalt die the
deaths of them that are slain in the midst of the seas.
9] Wilt thou yet say before him that slayeth thee, I am God?
but thou shalt be a man
man, and no God
God, in the hand of him that
slayeth thee.
Ethbaal was dispossessed of his throne by Nebuchadnezzar in
573-572 BC.
The enemy would slay the king and his city-state.
Tyre would cease to exist as other empires had also died
(27:26-34).
She would no longer be a great sea power.
This ruler and his city would then not be able to continue to
believe that they were superior and all powerful like a god.
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Ezekiel 28:10

13

10] Thou shalt die the deaths of the uncircumcised by the
hand of strangers: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD.
The king would die a shameful death (32:30; 1Sa 17:26, 36).
Phoenicians practiced circumcision. [Herodotus, 2:104]
…but the Babylonians did not.
The king of Tyre was to die at the hands of the
uncircumcised.
To die the death of the uncircumcised meant to die like
a barbarian. Strangers
S
would slay him.
This is the fate that Yahweh decreed for him and his empire.

Hebrew Doctrine of Angels

14

The Jews had a highly developed doctrine of angels. They believed that:
• All the forces of nature, the wind and the sea and the fire and all the
others, were under the control of angels.
It had even been said "Every
Every blade of grass has its angel
angel."
• Every person, including every child, had its angel.
• Every nation had its protecting angel.
Act 17:26 And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell
on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before
appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;
g divided the nations,, when he
Deu 32:8 [[LXX]] When the Most High
separated the sons of Adam, he set the bounds of the nations
according to the number of the angels of God. [αγγελωνG32 θεουG2316]
Deu 32:8 [KJV] When the most High divided to the nations their
inheritance, when he separated the sons of Adam, he set the bounds
of the people according to the number of the children of Israel.
[בניH1121  יׂשראל׃H3478]
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The Power Behind the Throne
The Prince of Tyre (Ezek 28:1-11) the earthly king of Tyrus:
“Ruler” nagid means “the man at the top” (1Sa 9:16; 10:1;
13:14; 2Sa 7:8).
E ki l h
Ezekiel
had
d prophesied
h i d against
i t th
the whole
h l city;
it
He was now singling out the city’s leader for a special
word from God.
This earthly ruler then was King Ethbaal, who ruled from 591590BC to 573-572BC
The King
g of Tyre
y ((Ezek 28:11-19)) the angelic
g
force driving
g the
earthly king (the prince) of Tyrus:
“King” melek Ezekiel used the word “king” sparingly when
referring to a man sitting on an earthly throne.
Apart from King Jehoiachin (Ezek 1:2) Ezekiel did not use the
title “king” in reference to any of Israel’s earthly monarchs.

16

Ezekiel 28:11‐12
11] Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
12] Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and
say unto him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full
of wisdom, and p
perfect in beauty.
y
Ezekiel began his message directing it to the ‘prince of Tyrus’ v2
The expressions ‘prince of…’ and ‘king of…’ are often used to
describe:
either the man sitting on the throne of a nation – it’s earthly ‘king’
Or the angelic, demonic force(s) motivating the ‘earthly king’
“Prince” is consistently used by Ezekiel of earthly King Zedekiah (Eze
7:27; 12:20, et al.)
The earthly King of Tyre at the time was Ithobal or Ethbaal, who had
taken part with Pharaoh-Hophra and Zedekiah in the league against
Nebuchadnezzar [Josephus, Contra Apion, 1:21].
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Ezekiel 28:11‐12
11] Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
12] Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and
say unto him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum,
full of wisdom
wisdom, and perfect in beauty
beauty.
The language here is directed at the ‘king’ of Tyre (Heb. melek) vs
the term ‘prince’ of Tyre as is used in verse 2 – clearly two different
personalities.
It is similar to the language applied to the ‘king’ of Babylon (Is
14:13-14)
As opposed to the ‘prince
prince of Tyre’
Tyre , Tyre
Tyre’s
s earthly king,
king Ezekiel
Ezekiel’s
s
message here is to the ‘king of Tyre’, the power behind the
government and nation of Tyre – the angelic, demonic force(s)
motivating its ‘earthly king’
…and yet it has an ultimate and fuller accomplishment in Satan
and his embodiment in the Antichrist (Dn 7:25; 2Th 2:4; Rv 13:6).

Daniel 10:12‐13

18

12 Then he said to me, "Do not be afraid, Daniel, for from the first day
that you set your heart on understanding this and on humbling
yourself before your God, your words were heard, and I have come in
response to your words.
13 "But the prince of the kingdom of Persia was withstanding me for
twenty-one days; then behold, Michael, one of the chief princes, came
to help me, for I had been left there with the kings of Persia.
In response to Daniel’s request for an explanation of a vision he had
received, the angel says that
- The ‘prince of the kingdom of Persia’ - clearly another angelic
albeit demonic being - had held him back for 21 days
He goes on the say,
- Michael; one of the chief princes (of God); came and took up
the angelic battle because the as the angel says, ‘I had been
left there with the kings of Persia.’ Another reference to the
angelic forces behind the eathly throne and rulers of Persia.
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Daniel 10:20
20 Then he said, "Do you understand why I came to you? But I
shall now return to fight against the prince of Persia; so I am
going forth, and behold, the prince of Greece is about to
come.
come
Later the angel speaking with Daniel says that he must ‘return
to fight against the prince of Persia’ taking up the struggle with
the angelic force motivating and directing the action of the
earthly kingdom of Persia.
Further he says
y that “the p
prince of Greece is about to come” –
who was the angelic driving force backing Alexander the Great
and the empire of Greece which was arising.

Prince  King  Prince

20

How the terms prince and king are used depends on the relationship
of the individuals to each other:
Nation
People

Earthly
leader
‘King’
‘Prince’

Angelic
force(s)

God

‘King’
‘Prince’

‘King’

When speaking of an earthly king,
•‘King’ is used relative to the people and nation he leads and rules over.
•‘Prince’
Prince is used relative to the angelic forces leading and ruling over him.
When speaking of an angelic or demonic being,
•‘King’ is used relative to the earthly ‘Prince’ over whom he exerts force,
influence or control.
•‘Prince’ is used relative to God; the one to whom the angelic beings are
responsible.
When speaking of God the term King is always used…
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Ezekiel 28:11‐12
11] Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
12] Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus,
and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up
the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.
• Sealest up the sum "the one seals / approves a plan."
• Full of wisdom – Perfect in beauty
Not typical descriptions of mankind – even at its best…

22

Ezekiel 28:13
13] Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone
was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the
onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle,
and gold; the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was
prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created.

• Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God;
Only God, Adam, Eve, and Lucifer were in God’s garden in Eden.
• every precious stone was thy covering,
EVERY precious stone ???
• the workmanship of thy tabrets (small percussion instrument like a
tambourine) and of thy pipes (literally the “holes” in musical pipes or flutes)
was prepared in thee
Musical/Oratory talents and proficiency are learned.
• in the day that thou wast created.
Except for Adam, all men are born – not created…
None of these point to a human king as the one being described.
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Ezekiel 28:13
13] Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious
stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond,
the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the
emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold; the workmanship of thy
tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou
wast created.
“...sardius...jasper...”: Sardius and jasper are the first and twelfth
stones on the breastplate of the high priest.
Jasper will also later appear as first in both the wall and
foundation of the New Jerusalem ((Rev 21:11,, 18-19).
)
Sardius is in the foundation of the New Jerusalem (Rev 21:20).
Pliny says it was discovered in Sardis and its color was a
fiery red.

Stones in the Breastplate of High Priest
12th: Jasper
Benjamin
“Son of my right hand”

1st  Sardus
Reuben
“Behold a Son”

The 9 precious stones answer to
9 of the 12 in the high priest’s breastplate.
Ex 39:10-13; Rev 21:14, 19-21
Of the 4 rows of 3 columns, in each column the stone in the 3rd
row is omitted in the MT but is supplied in the LXX.
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2 Corinthians 11:13‐15
For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming
themselves into the apostles of Christ.
And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an
angel of light.
Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be
transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end
shall be according to their works.

26

Ezekiel 28:14
14] Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set
thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast
walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire.
p angels
g
(Isa
(
6;; Ezek 1 & 10;; Rev 4 & 5).
)
Cherubim: super
• Was on the holy mountain of God
Mountains in scripture are used as symbol for kingdoms
• Walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire.
• Cherub: Ge 3:24; Ex 25:18; Ex 25:19; Ex 25:20; Ex 25:22; Ex 26:1; Ex
26:31; Ex 36:8; Ex 36:35; Ex 37:7; Ex 37:8; Ex 37:9; Nu 7:89; 1Sa 4:4;
2Sa 6:2; 2Sa 22:11; 1Ki 6:23; 1Ki 6:24; 1Ki 6:25; 1Ki 6:26; 1Ki 6:27; 1Ki
6:28; 1Ki 6:29; 1Ki 6:32; 1Ki 6:35; 1Ki 7:29; 1Ki 7:36; 1Ki 8:6; 1Ki 8:7;
2Ki 19:15; 1Ch 13:6; 1Ch 28:18; 2Ch 3:7; 2Ch 3:10; 2Ch 3:11; 2Ch 3:12;
2Ch 3:13; 2Ch 3:14; 2Ch 5:7; 2Ch 5:8; Ezr 2:59; Neh 7:61; Ps 18:10; Ps
80:1; Ps 99:1; Is 37:16; Eze 9:3; Eze 10:1; Eze 10:2; Eze 10:3; Eze 10:4;
Eze 10:5; Eze 10:6; Eze 10:7; Eze 10:8; Eze 10:9; Eze 10:14; Eze
10:15; Eze 10:16; Eze 10:18; Eze 10:19; Eze 10:20; Eze 11:22; Eze
28:14; Eze 28:16; Eze 41:18; Eze 41:20; Eze 41:25; Hb 9:5;
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Ezekiel 28:15
15] Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast
created, till iniquity was found in thee.
“...thou wast created...”: Christ was the one who created him.
God used the Logos to create all things, including Satan.
Satan, even with all his power, is still only a created being.
This king had conducted himself blamelessly from his earliest
days when he was created up until he lifted himself up in pride.
Ezekiel describes the king in terms that could not apply to a mere
man
man.
This “king”: had appeared in the Garden of Eden (v.13);
Had been a guardian cherub (v.14a);
Had possessed free access to God’s holy mountain (v.14b);
Had been sinless from the time he was created (v.15).
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Ezekiel 28:16
16] By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst
of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast
thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy
thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.
“…merchandise…” the love of money – the root of all evil
Seeking after power, wealth, possession, prestige  pride
What is it you’re trading ???
Because of this sin, the king could no longer rule under
God's permissive authority.
“...profane out of the mountain of God...”:
driven out of the place of sanctity (Ezek 28:14),
which he had occupied (Ps 89:39).
When did he fall?
…and a third of the angels with him…?
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Satan: His Origin, Agenda, and Destiny
The origin and career of Satan can be addressed indirectly in
Gen 3:14,15; Isa 14:12-20; and Mt 16:23.
He is called Accuser (Job 1 — he had access)
A d the
And
th Tempter
T
t (Lk 4:1-13):
4 1 13)
And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed
unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.
And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee,
and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to
whomsoever I will I give it. If thou therefore wilt worship me,
allll shall
h ll b
be thi
thine. A
And
d JJesus answered
d and
d said
id unto
t hi
him,
Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt
worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.
Luke 4:5-8

An Offer by the Owner

30

The Lord rejected Satan’s offer,
but not because He didn’t recognize his ownership
— Christ knew that Satan did have the kingdoms.
Ultimately Christ will rule over the kingdoms of the world
— but not as a vice-regent of Satan!
Today, the Devil is still the prince of the power of the air.
He is the one who is in back of the kingdoms of our world,
whether we recognize it or not.
Jesus is the King of kings.
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The Woman and Man‐Child Revelation 12
• Woman
— with sun, moon, 12 stars Israel
— With child
• Red
R dD
Dragon
— 7 heads; 10 horns; 7 crowns
— To devour Man-child when born
• Man-Child
— To rule all nations with rod of iron
— Caught up to God and His throne
— Woman
W
fl
flees iinto
t wilderness,
ild
• Michael and His Angels
— Fights Dragon and his angels
• Dragon cast to earth
— Persecutes the Woman

Serpent, Devil, Satan

Kinsman-Redeemer
1260 days
d

3½ years

32

Satan’s Whereabouts
• God expelled him from the mount of God (heaven); (Ezek
28:16, Isa 14)

• Satan
S t was castt from
f
God’s
G d’ governmentt in
i heaven
h
(Lk 10:18),
10 18)
but was still allowed access to God (Jb 1:6-12; Zec 3:1-2)
• In the Tribulation Satan will be cast from heaven and restricted
to the earth (Rev 12:7-13).
• In the Millennium he will be bound in the bottomless pit (Rev
20:1-3).
• After his brief release at the end of the Millennium (Rev 20:7-9)
he will be cast into the lake of fire forever (Rev 20:10).
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The Stratagems of Satan

33

• Corruption of Adam’s line (Gen 6).
Abraham’s
s seed (Gen 12
12, 20)
20).
• Abraham
• Famine (Gen 50).
• Destruction of male line (Ex 1).
• Pharaoh’s pursuit (Ex 14).
15).
• The populating of Canaan (Gen 15)
• Against David’s line (2 Sam 7).

Attacks on David’s Line

34

• Jehoram kills his brothers (2 Chr 21).
• Arabians
A bi
slew
l
allll (b
(butt Ah
Ahaziah)
i h)
• Athaliah kills all (but Joash; 2 Chr 22).
• Hezekiah assaulted, etc. (Isa 36, 38).
• Haman’s attempts (Est 3).
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New Testament Stratagems
• Joseph’s fears: Mt 1
• Herod’s attempts: Mt 2
• At Nazareth: Lk 4
• 2 storms on the Sea: Mk 4; Lk 8
• The Cross
• Summary: Rev 12
…and he’s still not through…

36

Ezekiel 28:17
17] Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast
corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: I will cast
thee to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may
behold thee.
The Lord repeated the fact of His judgment and the reason for
it, namely, the pride of the king.
He had brought him down from his exalted position to the
level of other creations;
He would no longer be god-like.
He had also demonstrated His humiliation before the king's
peers, other kings (Cheribim), that they might observe and
learn.
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Ezekiel 28:18

18] Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine
iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick; therefore will I bring forth
a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring
thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold
thee.
The king had also multiplied iniquities through the abundant
trade he had pursued unjustly thus making what should have
been clean and holy into common and profane (v.16).
God would consume the king with His judgment that would
arise from within his own sinful self
self.
He would allow everyone on earth to witness his
destruction.

38

Ezekiel 28:19
19] All they that know thee among the people shall be
astonished at thee: thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou
be any more.
Those who knew him and trafficed with him would be appalled
and terrified at his end.
He would be a horrible warning of the consequences of
pride, and he would be no more.
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Isaiah 14:12 The fall of Lucifer
12] How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the
morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst
weaken the nations!
Ezekiel 31:16-18
31:16 18
[16] I made the nations to shake at the sound of his fall, when I
cast him down to hell with them that descend into the pit: and all
the trees of Eden, the choice and best of Lebanon, all that drink
water, shall be comforted in the nether parts of the earth. [17]
They also went down into hell with him unto them that be slain
with the sword; and they that were his arm, that dwelt under his
shadow in the midst of the heathen.
[18] To whom art thou thus like in glory and in greatness
among the trees of Eden? yet shalt thou be brought down with
the trees of Eden unto the nether parts of the earth: thou shalt lie
in the midst of the uncircumcised with them that be slain by the
sword. This is Pharaoh and all his multitude, saith the Lord God.

40

Isaiah 14:13‐16 The fall of Lucifer
13] For thou hast said in thine heart,
I will ascend into heaven,
I will exalt my throne above the stars of God:
I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in
the sides of the north:
I will ascend above the heights of the clouds;
I will be like the most High.
[15] Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the
pit. [16] They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, and
consider thee, saying, Is this the man that made the earth to
tremble, that did shake kingdoms;
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Isa 14:17 Made the world as a wilderness
That made the world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities
thereof; that opened not the house of his prisoners?
When did this happen?
Jeremiah 4:23-26
I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and
void; and the heavens, and they had no light. [24] I
beheld the mountains, and, lo, they trembled, and all
the hills moved lightly. [25] I beheld, and, lo, there was
no man,
man and all the birds of the heavens were fled
fled. [26]
I beheld, and, lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness,
and all the cities thereof were broken down at the
presence of the Lord, and by his fierce anger.

42

Isaiah 14:18‐20
All the kings of the nations, even all of them, lie in glory, every
one in his own house.
But thou art cast out of thy grave like an abominable branch
branch,
and as the raiment of those that are slain, thrust through with
a sword, that go down to the stones of the pit; as a carcase
trodden under feet.
Thou shalt not be joined with them in burial, because thou
hast destroyed thy land, and slain thy people: the seed of
evildoers shall never be renowned
renowned.
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Isaiah 14:24‐25
The LORD of hosts hath sworn, saying,
Surely as I have thought, so shall it come to pass; and as I
h
have
purposed,
d so shall
h ll it stand:
t d
That I will break the Assyrian in my land, and upon my
mountains tread him under foot:
then shall his yoke depart from off them, and his burden
depart from off their shoulders.
“...the Assyrian...”: Isa 10:5-27; Mic 5:5-6; Zeph 2:13
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Isaiah 14:26‐27

This is the purpose that is purposed upon the whole earth:
and this is the hand that is stretched out upon all the nations
nations.
For the LORD of hosts hath purposed, and who shall disannul it?
and his hand is stretched out, and who shall turn it back?
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When ??  one possibility
• When were the angels created?
• When did Satan Fall?
• Is there a “gap”
g p between Gen 1:1 and Gen 1:2?
The “Gap Theory”: Genesis 1:2

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.
And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness
was upon the face of the deep.
And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.
And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.
And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the
light from the darkness.
And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.
And the evening and the morning were Day One. Gen 1:1-5

46

Genesis 1:2
And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was
upon the face of the deep.
• vav conjunction LXX & Vulgate: (adversative) &, “but”
• hayah, had become (pluperfect form)
• tohu, without form, confused, dark
• bohu,
bohu void,
void empty,
empty waste,
waste light

Ge 19:26
Isa 34:11
Isa 45:18
Jer 4:23-26
4:23 26

But the earth became without form, and void; and darkness
was upon the face of the deep.
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Genesis 1:2 And / But
Every verse in Genesis chapter 1 except for verse 1 begins
with the conjunction "And" (Hebrew 'waw‘ / ‘vav’).
Each verse / statement is sequential and chronologically
connected to the verses before and after itit.
Verse 1 is not a modifying clause of verse 2.
They are two, separate statements;
one declarative statement followed by
another second declarative statement.
Verse 1 is not a preface or a summary of the events
described in the following verses.
That summary is given in Genesis 2:4:
“These are the generations of the heavens and of
the earth when they were created ..."
47
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Genesis 1:2 And / But
And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was
upon the face of the deep. Genesis 1:2
vav / waw : conjunction
“And...”: LXX & Vulgate: (Adversative) de, “But”
Ge 2:17; 17:21; Zeph 1:13; Ps 44:17
Also used suggesting a time delay:
•
•
•
•

2012-07-11

Exodus 2:1-2, an eight-year period;
Deuteronomy 10:5
10:5-6,
6, a 38
38-year
year period;
1 Chronicles 10:14; 11:1, a seven-year period;
Ezekiel 6:22, 7:1, a 58-year period.
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Genesis 1:2 was / became
And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was
upon the face of the deep. Genesis 1:2
“...was...”: The word order (normally  conjunction - verb subject - object) is reordered to suggest the pluperfect
form: “had become.”
(Just as Lot’s wife “became” a pillar of salt”; Ge 19:26.)
But the earth became without form,, and void;; and darkness
was upon the face of the deep.
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Genesis 1:2 was / became
And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was
upon the face of the deep.
But the earth became without form, and void; and darkness
was upon the face of the deep.
For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God
himself that formed the earth and made it; he hath established
it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I am
the LORD; and there is none else
else. Isaiah 45:18
tohu, without form, confused, chaotic
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Genesis 1:2 – was / became

H1961

And the earth H776 was H1961 without form, H8414 and void; H922 and darkness H2822 was
upon H5921 the face H6440 of the deep. H8415
And the Spirit H7307 of God H430 moved H7363 upon H5921 the face H6440 of the waters. H4325
H1961  היהhâyâh Total KJV Occurrences: 1162

cause, 1
caused, 1
cometh, 1
conferred, 1
count, 1
did, 1
doing, 1
endured, 1
enjoy, 1
fainted 1
fainted,
give, 1
gone, 1
hang, 1
happened, 1
howsoever, 1

keep, 1
lasted, 1
made, 1
marry, 1
pertained, 1
pertaineth, 1
quit, 1
reach, 1
remain, 1
remained 1
remained,
required, 1
take, 1
waited, 1
wear, 1
which, 1

Hayah: had become (pluperfect form)
H1961  היהhâyâh
1) to be, become, come to pass,
exist, happen, fall out
1a) (Qal)
1a1a) to happen,
fall out,
occur,
take place,
come about,
come to pass
1a1b) to come about,
come to pass

BDB Definittions

came, 538 continued, 3
come, 136 endure, 3
abode, 2
had, 83
becamest, 2
have, 80
brought, 2
been, 77
become, 67 committed, 2
became, 66 continue, 2
done, 2
wast, 14
followed, 2
am, 7
go 2
go,
fell 7
fell,
hast, 2
hath, 6
received, 2
seem, 6
seemed, 2
follow, 4
accomplished, 1
went, 4
brake, 1
when, 4
being, 3

1b) to come into being, become
51

Past, Present, or Future
Jer 4:23 I beheld H7200 (H853) the earth,H776 and, lo,H2009 it was without form,H8414
and void;H922 and the heavens,H8064 and they had noH369 light.H216
24 I beheldH7200 the mountains,H2022 and, lo,H2009 they trembled,H7493 and allH3605
the hillsH1389 moved lightly.H7043
25 I beheld,H7200 and, lo,H2009 there was noH369 man,H120 and allH3605 the birdsH5775
of the heavensH8064 were fled.H5074
26 I beheld,H7200 and, lo,H2009 the fruitful placeH3759 was a wilderness,H4057 and
allH3605 the citiesH5892 thereof were broken downH5422 at the presence H4480 H6440
of the LORD,H3068 and by H4480 H6440 his fierceH2740 anger.H639
27 ForH3588 thusH3541 hath the LORDH3068 said,H559 The wholeH3605 landH776 shall
beH1961 desolate;;H8077 yyet will I notH3808 makeH6213 a ffull end.H3617
28 ForH5921 thisH2063 shall the earthH776 mourn,H56 and the heavensH8064 above H4480
H4605 be black:H6937 because H5921 H3588 I have spokenH1696 it, I have
purposedH2161 it, and will notH3808 repent,H5162 neitherH3808 will I turn backH7725
fromH4480 it.
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Jeremiah 4:23

53

I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and
void; and the heavens, and they had no light.
tohu, without form, confused, chaotic
bohu, void, empty, waste

Jeremiah 4:24‐26

54

[24] I beheld the mountains, and, lo, they trembled,
and all the hills moved lightly.
[25] I beheld, and, lo, there was no man,
and all the birds of the heavens were fled.
[26] I beheld, and, lo, the fruitful place was a
wilderness,
and all the cities thereof were broken down
at the presence of the Lord, and by his fierce anger.
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Genesis 1:2
But the earth became without form, and void; and darkness
was upon the face of the deep. Genesis 1:2
darkness
da
ess  cchoshek,
os e , not
ot lyilah
y a but unnatural
u atu a darkness
da ess
Exodus 10:21
Used as a judicial darkness and the barricading darkness
in Job 38:9.
When I made the cloud the garment thereof, and thick
darkness a swaddlingband for it,
face of the deep  tehowm LXX: abussos, abyss; the home
of demons and evil spirits

56

The “Gap” Theory
• The Gap Theory was originally suggested by
Thomas Chalmers, in 1814.
• George H. Pember, Earth’s Earliest Ages, Hodder
and Stoughton, London, 1907;
• Donald Gray Barnhouse, The Invisible War,
Zondervan Publishing Co., Grand Rapids MI, 1965;
and
• Arthur C. Custance, Without Form and Void,
Brockville, Ontario, Canada, 1970.
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Job 38:4‐7

Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if
thou hast understanding.
Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest?
or who hath stretched the line upon it?
Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? or
who laid the corner stone thereof;
When the morning stars sang together,
and all the sons of God shouted for joy?
Bar HaElohim: “Sons of God” = OT for angels. Ranks of angels:
“Principalities,” “Powers,” et al. “Cherubim” apparently the top
“SuperAngels” — they were already present when “the
foundations of the earth” were laid!

Ezekiel 28:20‐21

58

20] Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
21] Son of man, set thy face against Zidon, and prophesy
against it,
We know it today as the city of Saida.
It became corrupt under the judges (Judg 10:6).
Other curses against Sidon (Joel 3:4-8; Zech 9:2).
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Sidon

• Sidon lay 25 miles north of Tyre.
• The city was founded by Canaan’s firstborn (Gen 10:15).
• The tribe of Asher did not drive out the Sidonians ((Judg
g 1:31;;
10:12)
• Sidon later became subject to its daughter city Tyre (Josephus
Antiq. IX. 14. 2).
• It was destroyed by Esarhaddon in 677 BC
• With Tyre, Sidon became subject to Pharaoh-Hophra in 588
BC
• About the time of Solomon it was the headquarters of Baal
worship, Ashtoeth, and Tammuz worship:
• It submitted to Cambyses in 526 BC (Herodotus VII. 89; VIII.
67);

60

Sidon
• It sold cedar for the rebuilding of the Jerusalem Temple
(Ezra 3:7);
• It was destroyed by the Persians in 345 BC;
• It surrendered to Alexander the Great in 333 BC; and,
• It passed to the Romans in 64 BC
• Jesus Christ made an interesting contrast about both Sidon
and Tyre, saying that if the works Israel saw would have
been seen by Tyre and Sidon
Sidon, they would have been turned
around (Lk 10:14; Mk 3:8; 7:24).
• Paul touched at its port (Acts 27:3).
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Ezekiel 28:22

61

22] And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee,
O Zidon; and I will be glorified in the midst of thee: and they shall
know that I am the LORD, when I shall have executed judgments
in her,
her and shall be sanctified in her
her.
Sidon was judged, but not destroyed.
That city exists today;
It is the place where oil is brought in from the Near East.
The Lord announced His antagonism against Sidon and His plan
to receive glory through the way He would deal with this town.
The people would know that Yahweh was the only true God when
He judged Sidon and thus manifested His holiness.

Ezekiel 28:23‐24

62

23] For I will send into her pestilence, and blood into her streets;
and the wounded shall be judged in the midst of her by the sword
upon her on every side; and they shall know that I am the LORD.
24] And there shall be no more a pricking brier unto the house of
Israel, nor any grieving thorn of all that are round about them, that
despised them; and they shall know that I am the Lord GOD.
Sidon had been a thorn in the side of God's people by scorning
them (cf. Gen. 12:3). Again the Lord promised that onlookers
would learn that He is God.
God would send disease, bloodshed, and soldiers against Sidon,
and many of her people would die in her streets (cf. 6:11-12;
14:21).
This would teach the Sidonians that God is the Lord.
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Ezekiel 28:25
25] Thus saith the Lord GOD; When I shall have gathered the
house of Israel from the people among whom they are
scattered, and shall be sanctified in them in the sight of the
heathen, then shall they dwell in their land that I have given to
my servant Jacob.
Words of hope
The Lord promised to re-gather His people to their land
and to manifest His holiness in them so that all the nations
would see it ((cf. v. 22;; 20:41;; chs. 33-39).
)
They would then live in the land that God had promised to
His servant Jacob (Gen. 35:12; cf. Gen. 12:7; 26:3).
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Ezekiel 28:26
26] And they shall dwell safely therein, and shall build
houses, and plant vineyards; yea, they shall dwell with
confidence, when I have executed judgments upon all those
p
them round about them;; and theyy shall know that
that despise
I am the LORD their God.
The Israelites would live there securely, building houses and
planting vineyards, when the Lord punished all the nations
that had scorned His people.
This would teach them that He is God.

2012-07-11

32 of 33

32

7/11/2012

65

Ezekiel 28:25‐26
One reason that so many say that God is through with the
nation Israel is because they are not acquainted with Isaiah,
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and the minor prophets.
The theme song of these prophets is that God is not
through with Israel as a nation (Rom 9, 10, & 11…)
As in numerous other prophetic Scriptures, promises of
Israel's restoration accompanied predictions of judgment on
the nations (e.g. 34:27; 38:8; 39:26; Isa. 65:21; Jer. 23:6;
Amos 9:14-15).
After the Babylonian Captivity some Israelites returned to live
in the Promised Land, but they did not live there in safety.
In fact, the Jews have never yet lived safely in their own land.
Fulfillment awaits the return of Jesus Christ and His
millennial kingdom.
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