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The Temple Observances
Chapter 43 The Future Sanctuary:
• The consecration of the new temple by the entrance of
the glory of the God (vv. 1
1-12).
12).
• A description of the altar and its dedication (vv. 13-27).
Chapter 44 The Sacrifices:
• To be offered in the temple; treating the several classes
in the new community, and of their relation to the
sanctuary.
Chapter 45 Regulations:
• To be observed in the maintenance of worship.
Chapter 46 Supplementary orders:
• For the prince, the people, and the priests
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Review

Ezekiel 43:1‐2

It is interesting to note the things which are not mentioned.
Throughout the entire nine chapters describing Ezekiel’s
Temple we don’t see any gold or silver mentioned.
• There is no Table of Shewbread.
• No Golden Lampstand;
• No Ark of the Covenant mentioned (Jer 3:16).
Where’s the Seat of Mercy?
Where’s the Throne?

1] Afterward he brought me to the gate, even the gate that
looketh toward the east:
2] And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the
way of the east: and his voice was like a noise of many
waters: and the earth shined with his glory.
“...like a noise of many waters”: One of 24 identities of
Jesus Christ (Rev 1:15-16; 14:2; 19:6).
God's voice was as the sound of a mighty waterfall (powerful
and majestic; 1:24; Rev.
Rev 1:15; 14:2
14:2, and
His glory illuminated the land as it passed over it (Exod.
34:29-30, 35; Mark 9:3; 2 Cor. 4:6; Rev. 1:16; 18:1).

5

Ezekiel 43:1‐2
1] Afterward he brought me to the gate, even the gate that looketh
toward the east:
2] And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the
east: and his voice was like a noise of many waters: and the earth
shined with his glory.
Ezekiel's guide led him to the east gate in the outer wall of the
millennial temple.
There the prophet saw the glory of God approaching the temple
from the east (Deut. 33:2; Isa. 60:1-3).
God's glory had departed from Solomon's temple to the east when the
B b l i
Babylonians
d
destroyed
t
d it ((ch
h 8;
8 10:4,
10 4 18-19;
18 19 11:22-25).
11 22 25)
It did not return when Zerubbabel rebuilt it or when Herod the
Great remodeled it (Hag. 2:7).
God’s presence took up residence in the members of His Church
during the church age.
6
Now the Lord was about to take up residence in His millennial temple.
2012-10-05
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Comparisons
• Ezek 1 with Rev 4;
• Ezek 26, 28 with Rev 18;
• Ezek 38-39 with Rev 20:7-10;
• Ezek 40-43 with Rev 11:1-2.
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Ezekiel 43:3

Ezekiel 43:5‐6

3] And it was according to the appearance of the vision which
I saw, even according to the vision that I saw when I came to
destroy the city: and the visions were like the vision that I
saw by the river Chebar; and I fell upon my face.
face
“...I came to destroy”: A translation problem
— who is speaking? (Zech Ch.12, 14).
Interesting use of the first person singular pronoun.
This vision reminded Ezekiel of the vision of God that he had
y the river C
Chebar ((1:3),
3),
seen by
when he saw God coming to judge Jerusalem (1:4-28;
9:1, 5; 32:18).
He responded by prostrating himself, bowing down on the
ground before the Lord again (1:28; 3:23).

5] So the spirit took me up, and brought me into the inner court; and,
behold, the glory of the LORD filled the house.
6] And I heard him speaking unto me out of the house; and the man
stood by
y me.
• Where was Ezekiel? On the outside
• Where is “he”?
On the inside.
• Who is “speaking”?
YHWH
The Holy Spirit transported Ezekiel in his vision to the inner court, and
there he saw that God's glory had filled the temple (Ex 24:9-17; 34:29)
30;; Lu 2:8-10).
Similarly the glory of God had come upon and filled the tabernacle at
its dedication (Ex 40:34-35) and Solomon's temple at its dedication (1
Kings 8:10-11; 2 Chron. 5:13-14; 7:1-3).
The prophet heard someone speaking to him from the temple, and
there was a man, probably Ezekiel's guide, standing beside him (1:16).
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Ezekiel 43:4

Ark of the Covenant – Jeremiah 3:16

4] And the glory of the LORD came into the house by the
way of the gate whose prospect is toward the east.
“...the glory of the LORD came...”:
The climax of Ezekiel’s entire book.
God’s glory entered the temple through the east gate,
the same gate through which Ezekiel had formerly seen it
leave the city:
The Shekinah Glory exiting the Temple (Ezek 10:19;
11:23)
11:23).
Earlier entering Solomon’s Temple (1 Kgs 8:10-11; 2 Chr
5:13-14; 2 Chr 7:1-3).
We will look at this again in Chapter 44.

And it shall come to pass, when ye be multiplied and
increased in the land, in those days, saith the LORD, they
shall say no more, The ark of the covenant of the LORD:
neither shall it come to mind: neither shall they
remember it; neither shall they visit it; neither shall that
be done any more.
Jeremiah 3:16
Where is the Ark today?
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Ark of the Covenant – Jer 3:16‐17

Yom Kippur

And it shall come to pass, when ye be multiplied and
increased in the land, in those days, saith the LORD, they
shall say no more, The ark of the covenant of the LORD:
neither shall it come to mind: neither shall they
remember it; neither shall they visit it; neither shall
that be done any more.
At that time they shall call Jerusalem the Throne of the
LORD; and all the nations shall be gathered unto it, to the
name of the LORD, to Jerusalem: neither shall they walk
any more after the imagination of their evil heart.
Jeremiah 3:16-17

Then shall he kill the goat of the sin offering, that is for the
people, and bring his blood within the vail, and do with that
blood as he did with the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle it
upon the mercy seat,
seat and before the mercy seat:
Leviticus 16:15

13
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Ezekiel 43:7

His Throne

7] And he said unto me, Son of man, [Behold] the place of
my throne, and the place of the soles of my feet, where I
will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel for ever, and my
holy name
name, shall the house of Israel no more defile
defile, neither
they, nor their kings, by their whoredom, nor by the carcases
of their kings in their high places.
[“Behold”] interpolated: LXX
“thou hast seen.”
YHWH is speaking:
“...my throne...”
soles of my feet
feet....”
“....soles
The Lord told Ezekiel that the temple was His throne, the
place where He would rest His feet (take up residence) and
live among the Israelites forever (1Kg 8:12-13, 27; 1Ch 28:2;
Ps 99:5; 132:7; Isa 66:1; Jer 3:17; 17:12).

And in mercy shall the throne be established: and he shall sit
upon it in truth in the tabernacle of David, judging, and seeking
judgment, and hasting righteousness.
I i h 16
Isaiah
16:5
When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy
angels with him, then shall He sit upon the throne of his glory:
Matthew 25:31
And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts,
saying, Behold the man whose name is The BRANCH; and he
shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of
the LORD:Even he shall build the temple of the LORD; and He
shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne;
and He shall be a priest upon his throne:
Zechariah 6:12-13
16
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The Throne  The Mercy Seat

Ezekiel 43:9

The Ark and Mercy Seat were two separate objects in the
Scripture.
The Ark is no longer the focus of worship in Jerusalem.
It will be replaced by the Throne of the Lord as all nations
shall be gathered to it.
The only object known in all history that is suitable for the
Throne of Christ is the Mercy Seat.
This suggests that the Mercy Seat may have a distinct place
prophecy,
p
y, as it relates to C
Christ’s S
Second C
Coming,
g,
in Biblical p
where He will rule and reign on earth in the Temple on Mount
Zion.

9] Now let them put away their whoredom, and the carcases of
their kings, far from me, and I will dwell in the midst of them for
ever.
“...the carcases of their kings...”: violating God’s “space”;
intruding upon God’s rightful place
Possibly also a contemptuous and satirical designation
of the idols they had formerly served.
When the Israelites would
put away their harlotry (both physical and spiritual) and
refrain from burying their dead too close to holy ground,
Then the Lord promised to dwell among them forever.

17

Ezekiel 43:8
8] In their setting of their threshold by my thresholds, and their post
by my posts, and the wall between me and them, they have even
defiled my holy name by their abominations that they have
committed: wherefore I have consumed them in mine anger.
The Lord said that the Israelites and their leaders would no longer
defile His holy reputation (39:7).
They had done this by their religious prostitution and spiritual
unfaithfulness to Him and by burying some of their kings too
close to the temple precincts (1Kg 21:18, 26).
They had built their defiling graves too close to the temple,
with
ith only
l a wallll between,
b t
nott allowing
ll i some distance
di t
between them to honor God's holiness.
The Israelites had formerly defiled His name by their sinful acts that
were abominable to God (8:1-18).
That was the reason He in His anger had burned them in
judgment.
2012-10-05
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Ezekiel 43:10‐11
10] Thou son of man, shew the house to the house of Israel, that they may
be ashamed of their iniquities: and let them measure the pattern.
11] And if they be ashamed of all that they have done, shew them the form
of the house, and the fashion thereof, and the goings out thereof, and the
comings in thereof
thereof, and all the forms thereof,
thereof and all the ordinances
thereof, and all the forms thereof, and all the laws thereof: and write it in
their sight, that they may keep the whole form thereof, and all the
ordinances thereof, and do them.
“...let them measure the pattern”: Hebrew idiom, “Pattern is prophecy…”
The Lord instructed Ezekiel to describe the temple that he had seen in his
vision to the Israelites so they would be so impressed with the glorious
future God intended to give them, they would feel ashamed of their
iniquities.
If the exiles responded positively to Ezekiel's revelation, they should study
the vision and the plans of the future temple carefully and conform to the
instructions that accompanied it because they would inspire obedience in
the people.
20
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Ezekiel 43:12

Ezekiel 43:13

12] This is the law of the house; Upon the top of the mountain the
whole limit thereof round about shall be most holy. Behold, this is
the law of the house.

13] And these are the measures of the altar after the cubits: The cubit is
a cubit and an hand breadth; even the bottom shall be a cubit, and the
breadth a cubit, and the border thereof by the edge thereof round about
shall be a span: and this shall be the higher place of the altar.
The altar was
as the centerpiece of the ssystem
stem of worship
orship represented in
the new temple complex.
The altar of sacrifice located in the middle of the inner court, in front of
the entrance to the temple proper, stood on a foundation (base) that was
one long cubit thick (about 20 inches).
The base extended beyond the first tier of the altar above it one cubit on
all four sides.
On the very outside edges of the base, a curb one span high served to
form a gutter around the altar.
Evidently this gutter collected and channeled away the blood that
flowed down the sides of the altar.
We can calculate from the dimensions given that the foundation was 18
23
cubits by 18 cubits square.

The lesson of the vision was that holiness was to permeate
everything connected with the future of the mountain-top temple.
“...most holy”: This superlative, which had been used exclusively
of the holy of holies (Ex 26:34 now characterizes the entire
building)
building).
“...the law of the house”: This all-pervading sanctity was to be
“the law of the (whole) house,” as distinguished from the
Levitical law, which had confined the peculiar sanctity to a
single apartment of it.
21

The Temple Ordinances
Instructions (statutes) designed to maintain holiness in the new temple
follow. The Lord specified
• how His people were to construct the new altar to accommodate
sacrifices (43:13-17) and
• how
h
th
they were to
t dedicate
d di t it (43
(43:18-27).
18 27)
• He revealed how they were to use the temple (44:1-9),
• how the priests were to function (44:10-31), and
• how the sacred land district was to be used (45:1-8).
An exhortation to Israel's leaders forms the center of this section (45:9-12).
• The rest of it contains instructions for the worship leader (45:13- 46:18)
• And directions for the use of the priests' kitchens (46:19-24).
The reinstatement of the sacrificial system in the millennium will permit
Israel for the first time in its history to use the symbols of their covenant with
God having Jesus as their Messiah in view.
It will be their first time to be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation
showing forth to the world the redemptive work of God in the person of
Jesus Christ the Messiah (Isa 53:7; 61:1-3; Zech 4:1; John 1:29; Acts
22
8:32-35; 1 Pet 1:19; Rev 7:13-14; 5:9; 13:8; 15:3).
2012-10-05

Ezekiel 43:13
13] And these are the measures of the altar after the cubits:
The cubit is a cubit and an hand breadth; even the bottom
shall be a cubit, and the breadth a cubit, and the border
g thereof round about shall be a span:
p
and
thereof byy the edge
this shall be the higher place of the altar.
These are “long” cubits: a cubit + a handbreadth: ~22 inches.
(Solomon had used “short” cubits: ~ 18 in.)

24
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Ezekiel 43:14

Ezekiel 43:17

14] And from the bottom upon the ground even to the lower
settle shall be two cubits, and the breadth one cubit; and from
the lesser settle even to the greater settle shall be four cubits,
and the breadth one cubit..
cubit
“...the altar”: Harel, that is, “mount of God”; denoting a high
place, but a high place of God, not of idols.
The square altar rose above its foundation in three tiers, the
largest one below, the next largest one above it, and the
p
smallest one on top.
The first, largest stage was two cubits high and one cubit
smaller than the foundation on each of its four sides.
The second tier was four cubits high and one cubit smaller
than the first tier on each of its four sides.

17] And the settle shall be fourteen cubits long and fourteen
broad in the four squares thereof; and the border about it
shall be half a cubit; and the bottom thereof shall be a cubit
about;; and his stairs shall look toward the east.
The second tier was 14 cubits square and had a curb, ½ cubit
wide by 1 span high, around its upper edge that formed a
gutter.
There were to be steps up to the altar from the east.
his stairs
stairs”:: Stairs prohibited (Ex 20:26);
“...his
A ramp in the 2nd Temple was described by Josephus.
Exodus 20:26 Neither shalt thou go up by steps unto
mine altar, that thy nakedness be not discovered thereon.

25

Ezekiel 43:15

27

Millennial Alter

15] So the altar shall be four cubits; and from the altar and
upward shall be four horns.
16] And the altar shall be twelve cubits long, twelve broad,
square in the four squares thereof.
The third tier, which formed the altar hearth, the very top of
the altar, was also four cubits high.

28

The total size of this altar was
about
30 feet square at the bottom,
20 feet square at the top, and
16 feet 8 inches high.
Solomon's brazen altar had
b
been
smaller
ll (2Ch 4:1).
4 1)
This design made this altar
resemble a small ziggurat.

AH
G
H
LL
R
S
UL

This tier,
tier the hearth,
hearth was 12 cubits wide on each side
side.
Four horns stood on the top of the altar, one at each corner
undoubtedly, symbolizing strength.

Altar Hearth
Gutter
Horns
Lower ledge
Rims
Steps
Upper ledge

43:16
43:13-14
43:15
43:14
43:13,17
43:17b
43:17

(Dimensions are in feet)
26
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Ezekiel 43:18

Ezek 43:19‐27 Consecration of the Altar

18] And he said unto me, Son of man, thus saith the Lord GOD;
These are the ordinances of the altar in the day when they shall make
it, to offer burnt offerings thereon, and to sprinkle blood thereon.
There were 7 days
y of celebration
Ex 29:37; Lev 8:11, 15, 19, 33;
1Kgs 8:62-66; 2Chr 7:4-10
We find the same for Ezekiel’s Temple.
The Lord told Ezekiel what to do when the construction of the altar
was complete.
The purpose of this altar was to receive the burnt offerings that
people would bring to the Lord and to collect and receive the
blood of those animal sacrifices.
The offerings presented on this Altar are memorial, like the Lord's
Supper whiling having no effect itself is a memorial of Christ’s once
and for all, all sufficient sacrifice.
The sacrifices of the Old Testament were prophetic (Eze 9:12, 26,
29
28;10:4,10,14), the Millennial sacrifices are memorial.

The altar is consecrated by the applying of the blood of the
sin offering for seven days on its four horns, on the four
corners of the upper ledge, and on the rim of the base:
- to cleanse ‘khaw-taw’, to remove sin,
to “unsin,” by applying sacrificial blood to the object;
- to purge ‘kaphar’, “to purge,”
“to expiate by a ritual act” (v.20; Ex 29:12; Lev 8:15)

31

Ezekiel 43:19‐27 Millennial Sacrifices

Ezekiel 43:19‐20

These sacrifices being only memorial in nature they are not
expiatory (Heb 10:4),
Cleansing was needed because everything associated
with man was contaminated by man’s
man s sin and therefore
needed to be cleansed, especially if it was to be used in
the worship of the Lord.
Sacrificial blood, as the seat of life, is applied to them
to remove uncleanness and to impart holiness (Lev
16:15-20).
Remember that during the Millennium,
Millennium sin and sinful men are
still present…

19] And thou shalt give to the priests the Levites that be of the
seed of Zadok, which approach unto me, to minister unto me,
saith the Lord GOD, a young bullock for a sin offering.
20] And thou shalt take of the blood thereof
thereof, and put it on the
four horns of it, and on the four corners of the settle, and upon
the border round about: thus shalt thou cleanse and purge it.
Ezekiel was to give to one of the priests from the honored line
of Zadok that would serve in this sanctuary, (40:46; 44:15; 1Kg
2:35), a young bull for a sin offering.
He was to smear some of the bull's
bull s blood on the four horns
of the altar and on the four corners of its second tier (Ex
29:12) to ‘cleanse’ the altar and make atonement for it (i.e.,
purify it).
Similar ceremonies had taken place to cleanse the tabernacle
32
and Solomonic temple altars (Ex 29:36-37; Le 8:14-17; 2Ch 7:9)

30

2012-10-05

Page 8 of 25

8

10/5/2012

Ezekiel 43:21

Ezekiel 43:24

21] Thou shalt take the bullock also of the sin offering, and he shall
burn it in the appointed place of the house, without the
sanctuary.

24] And thou shalt offer them before the LORD, and the priests
shall cast salt upon them, and they shall offer them up for a
burnt offering unto the LORD.
The priest was to throw salt on them
them, slay them
them, and offer them
as burnt offerings.
Salt was an agent of purification and preservation that was
often used symbolically (Lv 2:13; Nu 18:19; 2Ch 13:5; Mk 9:49)
Salt was originally added to the cereal offerings (Lev 2:13);
to incense (Ex 30:35); and,
was later placed on burnt offerings (Mk 9:49)
[Josephus, Antiq. III. 9.1.]

Ezekiel was to burn the remainder of this bull outside the inner
court (Lev. 8:17)
The “place of the house, without the sanctuary” may mean the
gizrah, or separate place (Ezek 41:12),
which was a part of the “house” in the widest sense, and
yet not of the “sanctuary” in the strictest sense (Ezek 45:2)
It was prescribed in the Mosaic code that the flesh of the bullock,
with his skin and dung, should be burned without the camp (Ex
29:14; Lev 4:12, 21; 9:11, 15; Heb 13:13).
It is likely that ‘outside the sanctuary’ means ‘outside the camp’
and not just outside the Temple building in the adjacent courts.
33

35

Ezekiel 43:22‐23

Ezekiel 43:25‐26

22] And on the second day thou shalt offer a kid of the goats
without blemish for a sin offering; and they shall cleanse the
altar, as they did cleanse it with the bullock.
23] When thou hast made an end of cleansing it
it, thou shalt
offer a young bullock without blemish, and a ram out of the
flock without blemish.
The sin offering the first day is a bullock (v.19) and
On the succeeding days of the week a he-goat (v.22, 25).
The next day Ezekiel was to offer a ram that was free of
blemishes as a sin offering.
This was part of the 7 day ritual necessary to cleanse the
altar.
Then he was to present another bull and another ram, equally
blemish free, in the inner court.
34

25] Seven days shalt thou prepare every day a goat for a sin
offering: they shall also prepare a young bullock, and a ram out
of the flock, without blemish.
26] Seven days shall they purge the altar and purify it; and they
shall consecrate themselves.
On each of the seven days Ezekiel was to prepare a goat for a
sin offering and a young bull and a ram as burnt offerings.
These sacrifices also had to be without blemish, and they
would make atonement and purify the altar.
This 7 day ceremony would consecrate the altar for service (Ex
29:36-37).
“...they shall consecrate...”: And so consecrate it: Literally, fill
its hand,
i.e., confer a dignity, invest with office
36
(Ex 28:41; 29:37; Lev 16:32; 1 Chr 29:5).
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Ezekiel 43:27

Sin cleansing during the Millennium

27] And when these days are expired, it shall be, that upon the
eighth day, and so forward, the priests shall make your burnt
offerings upon the altar, and your peace offerings; and I will
accept you
you, saith the Lord GOD
GOD.
The Lord promised to accept the worship of His people if they
followed this procedure.

Most believe that the millennial sacrifices will be memorials of
Christ's sacrifice and will have nothing to do with removing sin.
Some argue that since Christ will be personally present on
earth during the Millennium, these sacrifices may really purge
sins, the sins of believers…
that when He is personally, physically present with His
people, it may take more than just a confession of sin (1Jn
1:9) to secure cleansing.
Another view is that the sacrifices are not literal,, but that
Ezekiel was describing worship in the future in terms and
forms that he and his original hearers knew.
Taking this ‘figuratively’ clouds its meaning rather that
clarifying what is said and revealed here leaving it open to
personal interpretation and wild speculations.
39

The first 7 days will consecrate the altar, and after that it will be
the basis for their acceptability here.
te tthe
e co
completion
p et o o
of tthis
s co
consecration
sec at o ce
ceremony,
e o y, from
o tthe
e 8th
After
day onward, the priests were to offer burnt and peace offerings
on this altar.
Peace ‘shelem’, Lev 3, signifying peace and communion
with God; they also include the thank, votive (vow), and
voluntary offerings (Lev 7:12,16a, 16b).
37

What’s Missing

Ezek 44:1‐46:24 New Service of Worship

What is interesting about these offerings is that not all of the
Levitical ones are detailed here, and so this raises some
questions:
Why are some omitted?
Are the ones that are not mentioned a significant
omission?
Or are they included by implication?

The next section of worship ordinances deals with:
44:1 31);
• who may minister in the Temple (Ezek 44:1• the revenues of the priests, the Levites, and the prince,
and the prince’s obligations to the Temple (Ezek 45:117); and
• the festal and daily offerings in the Temple, and the
special offerings of the prince (Ezek 45:18–46:24).

38
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Ezekiel 44

Ezekiel 44:1‐2 The East Gate
The eastern gate that overlooks the Kidron Valley today is closed and
has been closed since the Crusades, nearly a thousand years ago.
Crusaders walled up the gate because they believed that Jesus
entered the temple mount by this gate on Palm Sunday and that it
should be closed until he returns to reenter the temple mount.
Zechariah 14:4-5 presents the Messiah coming to the valley on the
eastern side of the temple in preparation for his entry into the temple
area.
This has been regarded as biblical evidence that the gate should
remain closed until Jesus returns
returns.

1) The relation of the prince to the sanctuary
(v 1-3)
(v.1
3)
2) The relation of the people, Levites, and
priests (v.4-16)
3) The duties and emoluments of the priests
((v.17-31).
)

41

Ezekiel 44:1‐2 The East Gate

43

Ezekiel 44:1‐2 The East Gate

1] Then he brought me back the way of the gate of the outward
sanctuary which looketh toward the east; and it was shut.
2] Then said the LORD unto me; This gate shall be shut, it shall not be
opened,
p
and no man shall enter in by
y it; because the LORD, the God
of Israel, hath entered in by it, therefore it shall be shut.
Ezekiel's guide next took him back to the east outer gate (40:6-16).
The gate, located on the east side of the gate complex, was shut and
was to remain shut.
The Lord told the prophet that this gate was shut because He had
entered the temple complex through it (43:1-3).
As a mark of honor to an Eastern king, no person could enter the
gate by which he entered . . .
Its sealed condition guaranteed God's promise that He would never
depart from the temple again (37:24-28).

1] Then he brought me back the way of the gate of the outward
sanctuary which looketh toward the east; and it was shut.
2] Then said the LORD unto me; This gate shall be shut, it shall not be
opened,
p
and no man shall enter in by
y it; because the LORD, the God
of Israel, hath entered in by it, therefore it shall be shut.
This is not the eastern gate of Zerubbabel's or Herod's temple;
There is no evidence that either of those gates were ever closed.
Nor is it the gate on the east side of the temple enclosure in modern
Jerusalem that has been sealed for centuries.
The dimensions are different.
It is the east gate of the millennial temple.

42
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Ezekiel 44:1‐2 The East Gate

Ezekiel 44:3 The East Gate

The eastern gate that overlooks the Kidron Valley today is closed and
has been closed since the Crusades, nearly a thousand years ago.
Crusaders walled up the gate because they believed that Jesus
entered the temple
p mount by
y this g
gate on Palm Sunday
y and that it
should be closed until he returns to reenter the temple mount.
The eastern gate, also called the Golden Gate, is a significant holy
site for three major world religions, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.
Jews believe that when the Messiah comes he will open the east
gate and enter the temple mount first and then enter the city of
Jerusalem.
Moslems believe that the gate is the site of final judgment and call
it the gate of heaven and hell.
They believe the final judgment of humanity will take place
before the eastern gate and the redeemed are those who will
be allowed to enter the temple mount; all others will be
outcasts.
45

Ezekiel 44:3

A prince (king) who would rule over the Israelites would sit in this
gate complex
g
p
and eat sacrifices to the Lord there ((34:24; 37:25;
46:2, 8-10).
The city gate was a place of civil and judicial business in the
ancient world (Ruth 4:1-11).
It was where the elders of the city assembled to discuss
and transact important matters.
Sitting in this gate pictures the prince as an
administrator of the temple area.

Ezekiel 44:3 The East Gate

3] It is for the prince; the prince, he shall sit in it to eat
bread before the LORD; he shall enter by the way of the
porch of that gate, and shall go out by the way of the same.

47

48

• It was an eastern tradition that one way to honor a king was to
provide a gate for him that no one else used.
So it is a point of honor.
The Prince would go in and out of the gate complex by way of
the vestibule at its west end, but no one would be able to enter
or exit the outer court through the gate at the east end of this
structure.
The prince is permitted to
eat the sacrificial meal
i it
tib l (J
30 21)
in
its vestibule
(Jer 30:21).

Who Is the “Prince”?
• The Messiah?
• David?
• Lineage of David?

46
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Ezekiel 44:3 The East Gate

David?

• The East gate was the place where the Shekinah Glory left
the Temple (Ezek 10).
• It is the same gate by which the Shekinah Glory just entered
the Temple (Ezek 43).
• The East Gate is special: It is used only by the Lord.
There is a gate on the east, toward the Mount of Olives,
sometimes called the Golden Gate, which has been sealed
since 1543 AD but this has nothing to do with the Temple
Gate which is yet future.

Some scholars believe that the prince may be David himself;
There is a reference to David reappearing (Ezek 34:23-24;
37:24).
A literal appearance of David qualifies quite nicely to be
this prince;
but the text does not name David
Ezekiel had no problem of speaking of him as
David before.
The exact identity of this leader is presently unknown
unknown, but he
will apparently function as Messiah's administrative
representative in charge of certain affairs in the Millennium.
This person, called the Prince, appears in every chapter in
Ezekiel that follows except chapter 47.

49

The Messiah?
The prince (Heb. nasi) here is not the Messiah.
• This prince has no priestly rights. Jesus Christ, the Messiah, is now and
always will be our great high priest.
Some of the former kings of Israel picked up certain priestly rights (1
Kgs 8:22, 54; 9:25; 10:5).
Some of the kings of Judah even usurped some of the priestly rights
(2 Kgs 16:12-13; 2 Chr 26:16).
The prince has no priestly prerogatives as described in Ps 110:4 and
Zech 6:12-13.
The Messiah has a priestly role.
• In chapter 44, this prince offers a sin offering (Eze 45:22; Heb 4:15;
9:22-28).
Jesus, the Messiah would not offer a sin offering;
He offered Himself for sin, an offering that was not ceremonial but
a once and for all offering for sin.
50
• This prince has natural sons (Ezek 46:16, 24).
2012-10-05
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The Lineage of David?
The Prince is not Messianic, but is from David’s lineage.
He has no priestly rights, but is favored above the people.
This prince functions in an intermediate status between the
priests and the people (45:13-22; 46:2, 10, 18; 48:21-22).
He is not permitted to enter the inner court, but he can get
closer to it than the people can.
This prince is obligated to provide festival offerings, and
certain solemnities on behalf of Israel (Ezek 45:13-22).
There is a portion for the prince; but he is prohibited from
usurping anybody else’s inherited land (Ezek 45:7-8; 46:18;
48:21-22).
52
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Ezekiel 44:4

Ezekiel 44:6

4] Then brought he me the way of the north gate before the
house: and I looked, and, behold, the glory of the LORD filled
the house of the LORD: and I fell upon my face.
The guide proceeded to take Ezekiel through the north inner
gate into the inner court of the temple.
There Ezekiel saw the glory of the Lord again had filled the
temple proper.
Ezekiel prostrated himself before it out of fear and
reverence (1:28; 43:1-5).
The new reference to the glory of God simply makes clear
that it is the return of God to the temple that serves as a basis
for the regulations that follow.

6] And thou shalt say to the rebellious, even to the house of
Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; O ye house of Israel, let it
suffice you of all your abominations,
The words “rebellious” and “abominations” stand out here,
because Ezekiel has not used those words for several
sections; but now they come up again.
The word “rebellious” is very frequently used by Ezekiel in
the first 24 chapters
Chapter after chapter after chapter, Ezekiel laid a heavy
message on his people.
Once Jerusalem fell, his message shifted to the future,
and he talked positively, upliftingly -- the dry bones, the
regathering to the land, etc.

53

Ezekiel 44:5

55

Ezekiel 44:7‐8

5] And the LORD said unto me, Son of man, mark well, and
behold with thine eyes, and hear with thine ears all that I say
unto thee concerning all the ordinances of the house of the
LORD and all the laws thereof; and mark well the entering in
LORD,
of the house, with every going forth of the sanctuary.
The Lord spoke to Ezekiel and instructed him to pay close
attention to all the instructions that he would receive
concerning worship in the temple (40:4).
all that I say”:
say : Here it is again,
again an instruction to take
“...all
particular note; pay careful attention…
He needed to give special attention to the entrances leading to
the temple proper because it was there that the common life of
the people interfaced with the holiness of the inner sanctum.

7] In that ye have brought into my sanctuary strangers,
uncircumcised in heart, and uncircumcised in flesh, to be in my
sanctuary, to pollute it, even my house, when ye offer my bread,
the fat and the blood, and they have broken my covenant because
of all your abominations.
8] And ye have not kept the charge of mine holy things: but ye
have set keepers of my charge in my sanctuary for yourselves.
Ezekiel was to tell the rebellious Israelites that the Lord had had
enough of all their abominations, particularly profaning His
Jerusalem temple.
p
• They had brought unbelievers into the temple.
• They had misused the food brought as sacrifices to Him.
• They had even appointed foreigners to take care of the
temple instead of taking care of it themselves.

54
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Ezekiel 44:7‐8
7] In that ye have brought into my sanctuary strangers, uncircumcised in heart,
and uncircumcised in flesh, to be in my sanctuary, to pollute it, even my house,
when ye offer my bread, the fat and the blood, and they have broken my
covenant because of all your abominations.
y have not kept
p the charge
g of mine holy
y things:
g but yye have set keepers
p
8]] And ye
of my charge in my sanctuary for yourselves.

Ezekiel 44:10‐13

The Israelites had done this, too, believing foreigners could offer sacrifices
th
there
and
d assist
i t the
th priests,
i t but
b t they
th could
ld nott serve as priests
i t (Num
(N
15 14
15:14;
Is 56:3, 6; Zec 14:21).
One of the early instances of it took place when they made the
conquered Gibeonites temple servants (Jos 9:23, 27; Ezr 8:20).
In the future temple, foreigners (uncircumcised in heart and flesh  unbelieving
Gentiles) would not be allowed to enter the temple proper and probably not
57
even the temple precincts (v.9; Ezr 4:1-3; Neh 13:1-9; Ac 21:27-31).

10] And the Levites that are gone away far from me, when
Israel went astray, which went astray away from me after their
idols; they shall even bear their iniquity.
11] Yet they shall be ministers in my sanctuary
sanctuary, having charge
at the gates of the house, and ministering to the house: they
shall slay the burnt offering and the sacrifice for the people,
and they shall stand before them to minister unto them.
12] Because they ministered unto them before their idols, and
caused the house of Israel to fall into iniquity; therefore have I
lifted up mine hand against them
them, saith the Lord GOD
GOD, and
they shall bear their iniquity.
13] And they shall not come near unto me, to do the office of a
priest unto me, nor to come near to any of my holy things, in
the most holy place: but they shall bear their shame, and their
abominations which they have committed.
59

Ezekiel 44:9 Strangers

Duties of the Levites

9] Thus saith the Lord GOD; No stranger, uncircumcised in
heart, nor uncircumcised in flesh, shall enter into my sanctuary,
of any stranger that is among the children of Israel.

Since the priests had led in the ritual worship of idols and so caused
the other Israelites to stumble in their walk with God, the Lord would
judge them by limiting their service in the millennial temple.
Because of their sinful p
practices before Israel’s fall to Babylon,
y
the
position of the Levities will be downgraded in the new temple from
ministers to servants.
They will be allowed to serve as:
• gatekeepers,
• slayers of the sacrifices, and
• to help the worshipers.
They will no longer be allowed to serve the Lord as priests or
come near any of His holy things or offerings.
The tasks of the Levites in Solomon’s temple were more extensive
(1 Chr 15:16; 16:4; 23:28-31).

The Mosaic Law forbade any unauthorized person from serving in the
tabernacle or temple as a priest (Num 3:10).
The religions of the ancient Near East frequently used foreign captives as
temple servants to aid the priests.

This is a warning against allowing apostate priests to serve.
Part of the indictment against Israel was their permitting
foreigners to enter and profane the Sanctuary.
Under the Levitical laws, it was permissible under certain
circumstances to allow foreigners to offer offerings (Lev 17:10,
12; Num 15:4),
But never was it allowed to have foreigners officiate in the
Sanctuary.
Priests not only had to be Jewish, but of the Tribe of Levi.
The Jews who returned from the Babylonian Captivity
stressed this prohibition (Ez 4:1-3; Ne 13:1-9; Ac 21:27-32).
58
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Priesthood History

Ezekiel 44:14
14] But I will make them keepers of the charge of the house, for
all the service thereof, and for all that shall be done therein.
The Priests would not be able to approach the Lord and serve
Him; they could only serve the people.
They would not be able to handle what was most holy, most
closely associated with the Lord, in the temple.
This would be a source of shame for them because of their
former sins.
Yet within this limitation the Lord promised to allow them to be in
charge of the temple structure, its maintenance, and certain
things that transpired there.

61

• The priesthood, at its institution, was entrusted to Aaron and his sons (Ex
27:20, 21; 28:1-4; 29:9, 44; Num 3:10; 16:40; 18:7; 25:13).
• On Aaron’s death the high priesthood passed into the hands of Eleazar,
his eldest (living) son (Num 20:26-28).
• After Eleazar
Eleazar’s
s death unto Phinehas,
Phinehas his eldest son (Nu 25:11
25:11-13).
13)
• In the last days of the judges the high priesthood belonged to Eli, of the
line of Ithamar (1 Sam 14:3; 22:20; 1 Chr 24:3).
• It continued till the reign of David, when it was held conjointly by Abiathar
of the line of Ithamar, and Zadok of the line of Eleazar (2Sa 8:17; 20:25;
1Kg 4:4)
y overturned this arrangement
g
by
y deposing
p
g the former
• Solomon eventually
for espousing Adonijah’s pretensions to the Throne (1Kg 1:7; 2:26-27).
• From that time forward until the exile the high priesthood remained with
Zadok and his sons (1Kgs 2:35; 1Chr 29:22).
• In Ezekiel he and his sons are mentioned a total of 4 times (Eze 43:19;
44:15; 48:11).
63
• There is no high priest mentioned; which is consistent with Zech 6:12,13.

Ezekiel 44:15‐16

Ezekiel 44:17‐18

15] But the priests the Levites, the sons of Zadok, that kept the charge of
my sanctuary when the children of Israel went astray from me, they shall
come near to me to minister unto me, and they shall stand before me to
offer unto me the fat and the blood, saith the Lord GOD:
16] They shall enter into my sanctuary, and they shall come near to my table,
to minister unto me, and they shall keep my charge.
The Zadokite priests kept themselves from the idolatry of the nation, even
though the other priests complied to the idolatrous desires of the
disobedient people. (40:46; 1Sa 2:35; 2Sa 8:17; 15:24-29; 1Kgs 2:26-35;
1Ch 6:7-8).
For this faithfulness the reward from the Lord will be access to His
presence, the privilege of ministering in any and all phases of priestly duty.
They would be able to approach the Lord Himself and minister to Him
by presenting the sacrifices of the people to Him.
They had permission to enter the temple proper, to place sacrifices on
the "table" (the altar, 40:46, and or the table in the holy place, 41:22),
62
and to fulfill what God commanded concerning His worship.

17] And it shall come to pass, that when they enter in at the gates
of the inner court, they shall be clothed with linen garments; and
no wool shall come upon them, whiles they minister in the gates of
the inner court, and within.
18] They shall have linen bonnets upon their heads, and shall
have linen breeches upon their loins; they shall not gird
themselves with any thing that causeth sweat.
The Zadokite priests would need to wear linen, not wool, garments
when they served the Lord in the temple sanctuary and the inner
gates and court (Ex 28:42; Lev 16:4; Rev 19:8).
This included linen turbans and underwear.
No fabric that caused them to sweat would be acceptable because
perspiration would make them wet, and dry skin stays cleaner
than sweaty skin.
Wool may have been an unacceptable material too because it
is a product of animals, whereas linen comes from plants. 64

2012-10-05

Page 16 of 25

16

10/5/2012

Ezekiel 44:19‐20

Ezekiel 44:23

19] And when they go forth into the utter court, even into the utter court to
the people, they shall put off their garments wherein they ministered, and
lay them in the holy chambers, and they shall put on other garments; and
theyy shall not sanctifyy the people
p p with their garments.
g
20] Neither shall they shave their heads, nor suffer their locks to grow
long; they shall only poll their heads.
When the priests went into the outer court they would first have to change
their clothes in the rooms designated for that purpose (42:1-14) so they
would not transmit what was holy to what was common (Lev 6:11)
Contact with holy things consecrated those things and brought them
under the restrictions governing holy things (Ex 29:37; 30:29; Lev 6:27;
Hag 2:12).
They were to keep their hair trimmed, not let it grow long or shave it all off.
Long hair signified mourning, and pagan, idolatrous priests used to
shave all their hair off as a sign of mourning (Lev. 10:6; 21:5-6, 10).

23] And they shall teach my people the difference between the
holy and profane, and cause them to discern between the
unclean and the clean.
Part of the priests' job would be to teach the people the
difference between the holy and the common, and between the
unclean and the clean.
The people would learn this difference as they observed the
distinctions prescribed here and as the priests explained
them to them (22:26; Lev 10:10-11; 11:47; Deu 33:10).
The priests were by their lives to be examples of separateness;
their ritual holiness was intended to promote ethical holiness
among the people they were called to serve.
Who are the Lord’s ‘priests’ today? 1 Peter 2:9

65

Ezekiel 44:21‐22
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Ezekiel 44:24

21] Neither shall any priest drink wine, when they enter into
the inner court.
22] Neither shall they take for their wives a widow, nor her
that is put away: but they shall take maidens of the seed of
the house of Israel, or a widow that had a priest before.
Moreover the priests were not to drink wine before they came
into the inner court (Lev. 10:9),
They were not to marry a widow or a divorced woman.
y could onlyy marry
y virgin
g Israelite women or the
They
widows of former priests.
Under the Mosaic system these marrying restrictions
bound only the high priest (Lev. 21:7,14), but under the
millennial system they will apply to all Zadokite priests.

24] And in controversy they shall stand in judgment; and they shall
judge it according to my judgments: and they shall keep my laws and
my statutes in all mine assemblies; and they shall hallow my sabbaths.
The Zadokite priests were also to serve as judges for the people and to
make decisions in harmony with the Lord's laws (Deu 17:9; 19:17;
21:5).
There will be disputes and disagreements in the Millennium.
They themselves would have to keep His laws and His rules
concerning the appointed feasts, and they would have to observe the
Sabbath Day.
While observance of the Sabbath Day is not a practiced part of the
New Covenant law of Christ, God will reinstitute and require it
during the Millennial kingdom dispensation.
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Ezekiel 44:28‐29

Ezekiel 44:25‐27
25] And they shall come at no dead person to defile themselves: but
for father, or for mother, or for son, or for daughter, for brother, or for
sister that hath had no husband, they may defile themselves.
26] And after he is cleansed,
cleansed they shall reckon unto him seven days
days.
27] And in the day that he goeth into the sanctuary, unto the inner
court, to minister in the sanctuary, he shall offer his sin offering, saith
the Lord GOD.
Death in the Millennium is also mentioned in Isaiah 65:20.
Isaiah 65:20 There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor
an old man that hath not filled his days: for the child shall die an
hundred years old; but the sinner being an hundred years old
shall be accursed.
People will die during the Millennium (Isa. 65:20), but no one will die
once in the eternal state (Rev. 21:4).
69

28] And it shall be unto them for an inheritance: I am their inheritance:
and ye shall give them no possession in Israel: I am their possession.
29] They shall eat the meat offering, and the sin offering, and the
trespass offering; and every dedicated thing in Israel shall be theirs.
These priests would receive no other inheritance in the land but the
privilege of serving the Lord in the special ways that He permitted.
The Lord would designate a portion of the land in which they would
live (45:4; 48:10-11), but this was not their inheritance.
The perquisites (perks) of this inheritance would include
The privilege of eating parts of the best grains and animals that the
people brought to the Lord as sacrifices (Deu 25:4; 1Co 9:9-12; 1Ti
5:18).
Everything that the people would bring as offerings to the Lord would
go to them.
These were "devoted" (Heb. herem) things, things given that the
71
offerer could not redeem (buy back; Lev 27:21, 28; Nu 18:14).

Ezekiel 44:25‐27

Ezekiel 44:30‐31

25] And they shall come at no dead person to defile themselves: but
for father, or for mother, or for son, or for daughter, for brother, or for
sister that hath had no husband, they may defile themselves.
26] And after he is cleansed,
cleansed they shall reckon unto him seven days
days.
27] And in the day that he goeth into the sanctuary, unto the inner
court, to minister in the sanctuary, he shall offer his sin offering, saith
the Lord GOD.
The Zadokite priests would not be able to have any contact with a
dead corpse except in the case of their own immediate families (Lev
21:1-3).
After his initial cleansing from the defilement caused by contact
with a corpse, the priest would have to wait seven days before
resuming his priestly duties (Num 19:11-19).
On his first day of service after his cleansing, he would have to go
into the inner court and offer a sin offering for himself.

30] And the first of all the firstfruits of all things, and every
oblation of all, of every sort of your oblations, shall be the
priest’s: ye shall also give unto the priest the first of your dough,
tthat
at he
e may
ay cause the
t e blessing
b ess g to rest
est in tthine
e house.
ouse
31] The priests shall not eat of any thing that is dead of itself, or
torn, whether it be fowl or beast.
They would also receive the best parts of the firstfruits of every
kind that the people brought to the Lord.
The Lord would bless the people who were careful to provide
the priests with their firstfruits (Mal 3:8-12;
3:8 12; 2Co 9:10
9:10-11).
11)
Priests were not to eat any animals that died a natural death
or had been slain in a way other than as a sacrifice to the
Lord (Lev 17:5; 22:8; Deu 14:21).
These animals might be inferior and might carry
72
communicable diseases.
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Best Offering

Ezekiel 45:1
1] Moreover, when ye shall divide by lot the land for inheritance, ye shall
offer an oblation unto the LORD, an holy portion of the land: the length shall
be the length of five and twenty thousand reeds, and the breadth shall be ten
thousand. This shall be holy in all the borders thereof round about.

Study the offerings in Lev 22:8 or 17:15 or Deut 14:21, etc.,
The Lord is entitled to the best, not the left-overs.
Not only without blemish, but the best of the series,
whatever it is.

In the future the Israelites were to divide the land by lot.
The Lord, of course, would control the outcome (Prov. 16:33).
This land belonged to the Lord - He was the Israelites' inheritance.
He would allow them to occupy it as He specified.
They were to set aside one part of the land for the Lord's use for especially
holy purposes.
It was to be 25,000
25 000 reeds long and 10
10,000
000 reeds wide (~ 50 miles by ~ 20
miles).
1 reed  6 cubits  3 m

When we offer a sacrifice of ourselves to the Lord Jesus
Christ, whether it is an offering in the Sunday morning
envelope, or whether it is some other kind of sacrifice that we
giving
g to the Lord,,
are g
He is entitled to the firstfruits, and
He is entitled to whatever is our best.

Length refers to East and West,
Breadth is North and South (Ezek 48:8-22).
It was to be considered holy within all its boundaries.
They are going to divide the rest of the land in Chapters 47 and 48.

73

Chapter 45 The Temple Grounds

75
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Ezekiel 45:2‐3
2] Of this there shall be for the sanctuary five hundred in length, with five
hundred in breadth, square round about; and fifty cubits round about for the
suburbs thereof.
3] And of this measure shalt thou measure the length of five and twenty
th
thousand,
d and
d th
the breadth
b dth off ten
t thousand:
th
d and
d in
i it shall
h ll b
be th
the sanctuary
t
and the most holy place.
“...suburbs”: migrash, or “open spaces,” surrounding the temple precincts.
Within this area there was to be a space 500 cubits by 500 cubits (~833 feet
by 833 feet).
This was the size of the temple complex (42:20).
Surrounding this complex there would be an open space of an additional 50
cubits (83 feet), a kind of green belt.
This space would facilitate and illustrate the holiness of the sanctuary
area.
The temple sanctuary would stand within this 25,000 by 10,000 cubits
(~8.3 miles by 3.3 miles) area and constitute the most holy part of the
76
land.
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Ezekiel 45:4

Ezekiel 45:6

4] The holy portion of the land shall be for the priests the
ministers of the sanctuary, which shall come near to minister
unto the LORD: and it shall be a place for their houses, and an
holy place for the sanctuary
sanctuary.
The Zadokite priests would live in the land outside the open
space around the temple complex within this larger area
(48:10-12).

6] And ye shall appoint the possession of the city five thousand
broad, and five and twenty thousand long, over against the
oblation of the holy portion: it shall be for the whole house of
Israel.
Israel
Another parcel of land 25,000 by 5,000 cubits (about 8.3 miles
by 1.7 miles), apparently immediately to the south, would
contain the city of Jerusalem.
All the Israelites would have access to it.
Later Ezekiel clarified that the city itself would occupy the center
off this
thi portion
ti off land,
l d and
d suburbs,
b b or city
it llands,
d would
ld flflank
k it
on the east and west (48:15, 17-19).
All this land designated as the portions of lands for priests and
Levites yields a square 8.3 miles/side.
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Ezekiel 45:5

Ezekiel 45:7

5] And the five and twenty thousand of length, and the ten
thousand of breadth, shall also the Levites, the ministers of the
house, have for themselves, for a possession for twenty
chambers.
chambers
The other Levites would occupy another 25,000 by 10,000 cubits
(8.3 miles by 3.3 miles) area beside the one just described
(48:13).
It would evidently be immediately to the north.
Under the Mosaic system the priests and Levites lived scattered
th
throughout
h t IIsrael,
l nott allll in
i very close
l
proximity
i it tto th
the ttemple,
l as
here.

7] And a portion shall be for the prince on the one side and on
the other side of the oblation of the holy portion, and of the
possession of the city, before the oblation of the holy portion,
and before the possession of the city
city, from the west side
westward, and from the east side eastward: and the length
shall be over against one of the portions, from the west
border unto the east border.
The prince (44:3) would also receive a special land allotment
to the west and to the east of the city portions and the holy
areas occupied
i db
by th
the Z
Zadokites
d kit and
d th
the L
Levites
it (48
(48:21-22).
21 22)
There was no specially designated area in which the kings of
Israel lived in former times except the royal palaces, which
were much smaller.
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Ezekiel 45:8

Ezekiel 45:9

8] In the land shall be his possession in Israel: and my princes
shall no more oppress my people; and the rest of the land shall
they give to the house of Israel according to their tribes.
The rest of the Promised Land would be the portion of the other
Israelites (ch. 48).
The whole arrangement would contribute to the equitable
governing of the Israelites and would discourage rulers from
oppressing the people (11:1-13; 14:1-11; 20:1-23:49; 34:1-10).

9] Thus saith the Lord GOD; Let it suffice you, O princes of
Israel: remove violence and spoil, and execute judgment and
justice, take away your exactions from my people, saith the
Lord GOD.
The Lord next commanded the leaders of the Israelites to stop
destroying the people, treating them violently, and appropriating
their possessions for themselves.
This is a common cry in the Bible (Lev. 19; 35; Deut. 25:136; Prov. 11:1;; Amos 8
8:5;
5; Mic. 6:10-12;
6 0 ; Matt. 5:23-24).
5 3 )
16;
Rather they should treat them fairly and do what was right.
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Ezekiel 45:8‐9

Ezekiel 45:10‐12

8] In the land shall be his possession in Israel: and my princes
shall no more oppress my people; and the rest of the land shall
they give to the house of Israel according to their tribes.
9] Thus saith the Lord GOD; Let it suffice you
you, O princes of
Israel: remove violence and spoil, and execute judgment and
justice, take away your exactions from my people, saith the
Lord GOD.
Kings confiscate property:
1 Kings 21 (Naboth) Also: Num 36:7-9; Isa 5:8; Hos 5:10;
Mi 2
Mic
2:1-2.
12
Most commentators intend to view the princes as in an
administrative role here during the Millennium, for the House of
Israel.
So they are literally princes as such (Num 1).

10] Ye shall have just balances, and a just ephah, and a just bath.
11] The ephah and the bath shall be of one measure, that the bath
may contain the tenth part of an homer, and the ephah the tenth
part of an homer: the measure thereof shall be after the homer
homer.
12] And the shekel shall be twenty gerahs: twenty shekels, five and
twenty shekels, fifteen shekels, shall be your maneh.
Unlike the unfair leaders in Israel's past, the prince of the future
would be faithful to the Lord and upright in his dealings with the
Israelites.
M
Messiah
i h will
ill b
be th
the chief
hi f ruler
l d
during
i th
the Mill
Millennium,
i
b
butt thi
this prince
i
will serve under Him and will oversee temple offerings (and
probably other things).
Ezekiel delineated the proper standard of volume measure in the
terms of his day.
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Measures

Ezekiel 45:16‐17

Honest measures are called for here.
Volume
• Bath is a liquid measure of about 9 gallons.
• Ephah was a dry measure of just over ½ bushel.
• Each of these were about 1/10th of an Homer or about 5-6 bushels or
a “donkey load.”
The homer (or, cheroot) is to be distinguished from the omer of Exodus
16:36, which was the tenth part of an ephah.
Monetary Measures
• The shekel is to consist of 20 gerahs.
A ”shekel“
shekel weighed just under 11½ grams or about 2/5 ounce.
ounce
• The gerah was Israel’s smallest unit of weight;
20 gerahs = 1 shekel (Ex 30:13; Lev 27:25; Num 3:47).
• Ezekiel stated that 60 shekels (20+25+15, coins of different value)
equal one mineh.
(The standard weights were lost when the Chaldeans destroyed
85
the temple.)

16] All the people of the land shall give this oblation for the prince in Israel.
17] And it shall be the prince’s part to give burnt offerings, and meat
offerings, and drink offerings, in the feasts, and in the new moons, and in
prepare
p
the
the sabbaths, in all solemnities of the house of Israel: he shall p
sin offering, and the meat offering, and the burnt offering, and the peace
offerings, to make reconciliation for the house of Israel.
The people should bring these offerings to the prince for him to offer on
their behalf on special occasions: feasts, new month celebrations, and
Sabbaths.
He would make these offerings for the people as a whole to secure
their corporate atonement.
atonement
These sacrifices would be memorials of Christ's death and or the means
whereby the uncleanness of their sins as believers would be removed so
they could continue to enjoy intimate fellowship with God.
These sacrifices will not result in the peoples' salvation any more than
the sacrifices of the Mosaic system provided salvation (Heb. 10:10).

Ezekiel 45:13‐15 Taxation

Ezekiel 45:18‐19

13] This is the oblation that ye shall offer; the sixth part of an ephah of
an homer of wheat, and ye shall give the sixth part of an ephah of an
homer of barley:
14] Concerning the ordinance of oil, the bath of oil, ye shall offer the
tenth part of a bath out of the cor, which is an homer of ten baths; for
ten baths are an homer:
15] And one lamb out of the flock, out of two hundred, out of the fat
pastures of Israel; for a meat offering, and for a burnt offering, and for
peace offerings, to make reconciliation for them, saith the Lord GOD.
This tithe or tax will be required of each of the people for use by the
prince in Israel:
• a 60th of their wheat and barley (v.13);
• 1% of their olive oil (v.14); and
• one sheep from every 200 of their flocks (v.15).
The Israelites in the future would bring offerings to the temple
86
periodically, but how often is not clear.

18] Thus saith the Lord GOD; In the first month, in the first day of
the month, thou shalt take a young bullock without blemish, and
cleanse the sanctuary:
19] And the priest shall take of the blood of the sin offering, and put
it upon the posts of the house, and upon the four corners of the
settle of the altar, and upon the posts of the gate of the inner court.
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That the first month, Abib (Nisan), was intended is apparent from
verse 21(Ex12:2; Num 9:1).
On the first new year's day of each year the people should offer a
young bull without blemish to cleanse the accumulated sinful
defilement of the sanctuary.
The priest in charge was to apply some of the blood of a sin
offering to the door frames of the temple proper, the four
corners of the altar of sacrifice, and the door frames of the
inner court of the temple.
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Ezekiel 45:20

Ezekiel 45:21

20] And so thou shalt do the seventh day of the month for every
one that erreth, and for him that is simple: so shall ye reconcile
the house.
Another offering was to occur on the 7th day of the new year
year, and
it would cover the guilt of sins committed ignorantly.
It would also result in the cleansing of the temple for another
year.
They do not wait for the 7th month to cleanse the sanctuary,
which is the Mosaic procedure (Lev 16).
Th year is
The
i to
t begin
b i with
ith a consecration
ti service,
i
nott mentioned
ti
d
under the Levitical law; but an earnest of it is given in the Feast
of Dedication of the second temple, which celebrated its
purification by Judas Maccabeus, after its defilement by
Antiochus IV (i.e., Hanukkah; Jn 10:22).

21] In the first month, in the fourteenth day of the month, ye
shall have the passover, a feast of seven days; unleavened
bread shall be eaten.
Here several feasts are combined as one feast:
Passover and Unleavened Bread (and Firstfruits).
(No lambs are involved.)
“A feast of seven days”; literally, a feast of hebdomad of
days, or a feast of weeks of days.
Thus, Shavout? (Ex 34:22; Deut 16:1).
On the 14th day of the 1st month of the year the Israelites
were to celebrate the Passover and then a 7 day feast using
unleavened bread (Ex 12:1-14; Lev 23:5-8; Nu 28:16-25)
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The Two Calendars
This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first
month of the year to you. Exodus 12:2

Months
Tishri, (Ethanim)
Cheshvan, (Bul)
Chisleu
Tevet
Sh'vat
Adar
Nisan, (Aviv)
Ilyar (Zif)
Sivan
Tammuz
Av
Elul

Civil Religious
Old
New
1
7
Civil: Tishri (in the Fall) Rosh Hoshana
2
8
3
9
4
10
5
11
6
12
7
1
Religious: Nisan (in the Spring)
8
2
9
3
10
4
11
5
12
6
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Parallelisms
Under the Mosaic Torah,
the Passover began on the 10th day of the 1st month by
the selection of a lamb (Ex 12:3-6).
Corresponding to which the great Day of Atonement in
the 7th month fell upon the 10th day (Lev 23. 27).
In the Torah of Ezekiel,
the ceremonies introducing and leading up to the
Passover should begin with the 1st day of the month;
under the Law,,
the Feast of Trumpets on the 1st day of the 7th month
began the solemnities which culminated in the Feast of
Tabernacles.
92
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Ezekiel 45:22‐24

Ezekiel 45:25

22] And upon that day shall the prince prepare for himself and for all the people
of the land a bullock for a sin offering.
23] And seven days of the feast he shall prepare a burnt offering to the LORD,
seven bullocks and seven rams without blemish daily the seven days; and a kid
goats daily
y for a sin offering.
g
of the g
24] And he shall prepare a meat offering of an ephah for a bullock, and an
ephah for a ram, and an hin of oil for an ephah.
On the day of the Passover the prince would offer a bull as a sin offering for
himself and the people.
During the 7 days of this Passover festival the prince would offer 7 bulls
and 7 rams without blemish as a burnt offering of worship and 1 ram for a
sin offering on each day
day.
With each bull and ram he would offer 1 ephah (about ½ bushel) of grain as
a grain offering and a hin (about 1 gallon) of oil with the grain.
This celebration commemorates Jesus sacrificial death as the Lamb of God
who takes away the sins of the world and the importance of living sin-free in
view of that sacrifice.
93
That the prince makes a sin offering for himself shows that he is not Christ.

Torah Comparisons

On the 15th day of the 7th month, at the feast on that day, the
prince would repeat the cycle of offerings he made during the
Passover.
This feast corresponds to the 7 day feast of Tabernacles
under the Mosaic system (Zec 14:18-19, Lev 23:39-43; Nu
29:12-38).
In the Millennium this will be a celebration of God's faithfulness
in bringing the Israelites securely and permanently into the
Promised Land, which the feast of Tabernacles anticipated.
95

Missing Feasts?

• Mosaic (Num 28:19-21):
2 bullocks;
1 ram;
7 lambs;
1 oblation of fine flour and oil
• Ezekiel (Ezek 45:25):
7 bullocks;
7 rams;
no lambs
lambs.
In Chapter 46 we find more of the same of these observances,
but we find a major emphasis on the Sabbath, New Moon: a
very, very Jewish setting…
94
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25] In the seventh month, in the fifteenth day of the month,
shall he do the like in the feast of the seven days, according to
the sin offering, according to the burnt offering, and according
to the meat offering,
offering and according to the oil.
oil

Only 4 of the 7 annual feasts under the Levitical system are
reported (Lev 23:4-44).
• ‘Passover and Unleavened Bread’ and First fruits are
combined as one feast;
which will point back to Christ’s death and
resurrection.
• The Feast of Tabernacles
will celebrate Israel’s new position in God’s Millennial
Kingdom.
Why did Ezekiel omit Israel’s other national feasts?
the Feast of Pentecost, the Feast of Trumpets, and the Day
of Atonement?
The fulfillment of Israel’s Kingdom (& the Church) promises
may render those three feasts obsolete.
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Levitical Difficulties
The rabbis of the Talmud remarked that only the prophet
Elijah, who will herald the ultimate redemption, will elucidate
the discrepancies with the Torah laws and the terms which do
not occur elsewhere. [Babylonian Talmud, Menahot 45a.]
Moreover, said they, had it not been for Rabbi Chanina ben
Hezekiah, who explained away several of these difficulties,
the Book of Ezekiel would have been excluded from the
Canon of Scripture. [Babylonian Talmud, Hagiga 13a.]
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