BEWARE THE LAMB

THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST

Rev 2:1-7 Ephesus
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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For Reference Read Ahead
1) Ephesus

Acts 18-20; Ephesians 3; 5
1 John written to Ephesus

2) Smyrna

Acts 15

3) Pergamos

Numbers 22-24; Balaam, Numbers 33;
Acts15; 1 Cor 6

4) Thyatira

1 Kings 16; 21; 2 Kgs 9:36
Jezebel and Naboth’s vineyard;

5) Sardis

Galatians; Romans

6) Philadelphia

Thessalonians

7) Laodicea

Colossians

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21

2

1

Seven Churches

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ephesus
Smyrna
Pergamos
Thyatira
Sardis
Philadelphia
Laodicea

Individuals

To Churches - Signed

Jesus:

•
•
•
•

Titus
Philemon
Timothy (1st / 2nd)
Hebrews (Unsigned)

To Churches - Signed

Paul:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ephesus
Philippians
Corinthians (1st / 2nd)
Galatians
Romans
Thessalonians (1st / 2nd)
Colossians

Acts 17:11

Seven Churches

1 Thes 5:21
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The Seven Kingdom Parables

PAUL

JESUS
Rev. 2 & 3
Ephesus
Ephesus
Philippians
Smyrna
Corinthians
Pergamos
Galatians
Thyatira
Romans
Sardis
Thessalonians Philadelphia
Colossians
Laodicea

Acts 17:11

Matthew 13
The Sower and 4 Soils
The Tares and the Wheat
The Mustard Seed
The Woman & the Leaven
The Treasure in the Field
The Pearl of Great Price
The Dragnet

1 Thes 5:21
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Why These Seven Churches?
1) Local: “to the angel of the church of”
actual churches; valid needs.
2) Admonitory: “Spirit says to the churches”
...all seven letters apply to all seven
churches.
3) Homiletic: personal: “He that hath an ear....”
It applies to you and me personally
4) Prophetic: In their particular order, they lay
out the entire history of the church. .
Any other order--it doesn’t fit!
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21

5

A View of Church Ages
Letter

Church Age

Dates (A.D.)

Ephesus

Apostolic Age

< 100

Smyrna

Age of Persecution 100 – 313

long. 27° 25’ E., lat. 38° 28’ N.

Pergamos

Imperial Church

313 – 590

long. 27° 0’ E., lat. 39° 13’ N.

Thyatira

Age of Papacy

590 – Tribulation

long. 27° 49’ E., lat. 38° 16’ N.

Sardis

Reformation

1517 - Tribulation

long. 28° 5’ E., lat. 37° 51’ N.

Philadelphia Missionary Church 1730 – Rapture
long. 28° 15’ E., lat. 38° 28’ N.

Laodicea

Apostate Church
Acts 17:11

1900 – Tribulation

1 Thes 5:21
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The seven churches: 20th Century Map

Pergamum
Thyatira
Sardis
Smyrna
Philadelphia
Ephesus
Laodicea

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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The seven churches: 1st Century Map

John writes from
Patmos

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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7 Churches Chart

Acts 17:11

The Apostolic Church

9

1 Thes 5:21

+/-

The Persecuted Church

Smyrna

The Married Church

Group A

Explicit References To
His Second Coming

Prophetic
Profile?

Promise to
Overcomer

+/-

Pergamos

Promises
Post-Scripted

Name
Title
Commendation
Concerns
Exhortation

+

Ephesus
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

The Medieval Church

+/-

Thyatira
Denominational Church

-

Sardis
Missionary Church

Group B
Pergamos
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

?

Philadelphia
Apostate Church

Promises are in the
body of the Letter
Smyrna
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
Yes

+

Laodicea

The Great Tribulation

Ephesus

-

?

Thyatira
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Sardis Philadelphia Laodicea
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
Yes
No
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Promises in body of Letter
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
"He that hath an ear. Let him hear what the Spiriti hath to say to the Churches."
Yes
Yes
Yes
Acts 17:11
1 Thes 5:21
Promises Post-scripted
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Rev 2:1-7
[1] Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he
that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of
the seven golden candlesticks;
[2] I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst
not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are
apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:
[3] And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast
laboured, and hast not fainted.
[4] Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy
first love.
[5] Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the
first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy
candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.
[6] But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which I
also hate.
[7] He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches;
To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the
midst of the paradise of God.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Background History: Ephesus
• City founded: 1400 B.C. (Tacitus) => Moses and Joshua with Israel
had a temple to the Mother Goddess and ancient Hittite fertility deity
• Ionian colonists from Athens settled there about 1100 B.C. => Saul / David
• In the middle of the 6th century B.C., the Lydians captured the city => Daniel
• Croesus, their king, was routed by the Persians in 541 B.C.
Ephesus was joined to other cities in the Ionian confederation.
Their early guardian deity became identified with Diana (or Artemis).
• Involved to its disadvantage in the Peloponnesian (431 BC)and Persian wars
Served as a key naval base.
• Fell to the Macedonians under Alexander: 334 B.C.
• Lusimachus became master of the city after Alexander’s death
Added great improvements.
• Joined Antiochus of Syria against the Romans.
• Later, it became the Roman capital of the province of Asia.
As a free city, Ephesus had its own municipal government and senate
(mentioned both by Strabo and Josephus).
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Geographic Position: Ephesus
Called: “Queen of Asia”
• proud, capital of Ionia
• located near the mouth of the river Cayster (now Lower Meander), it
possessed the chief harbor of proconsular Asia
Today, due to Roman denuding of the land, the ruins of the city lie in a
swamp 8 to 11 kilometers (5 to 7 miles) inland.

• extremely wealthy and beautiful city,
- Although Pergamum was the capital of the province of Asia in Roman times,
Ephesus was the largest city in the province, having a population of up to
about 300,000 people. (3+ x Y02 population of Shelby or Troy)
- the most important trade center west of Tarsus

• on the principal line of communication between Rome and the eastern
provinces.
- major road ran east through a pass to Sardis and then to Galatia and beyond
- another led to Magnesia and up the valley of the river Meander to Iconium;
- a third ran through Collasae and Laodicea to the Euphrates.

• nearly all trade with Greece and Italy ran through the port regularly
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Architecture: Ephesus
• Its theater was 495 feet in diameter and held 25,000 people
(Acts 19:23>)
• The Arcadian Way: the main road from the theater to the harbor,
Was 1,735 feet long and 105 feet wide, (= a modern 10 lane highway)
Was lined with rows of columns 50 feet deep
Behind the columns were shops, baths and gymnasiums.
The area was illuminated at night.

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21

14

7

Acts 18:1-17 In Corinth
1 After these things Paul departed from Athens, and came to Corinth;
2 And found a certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, lately come from Italy, with his wife
Priscilla; (because that Claudius had commanded all Jews to depart from Rome:) and came unto them.
3 And because he was of the same craft, he abode with them, and wrought: for by their occupation they
were tentmakers.
4 And he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath,
sabbath, and persuaded the Jews and the Greeks.
5 And when Silas and Timotheus were come from Macedonia, Paul was pressed in the spirit, and testified
testified
to the Jews [that] Jesus [was] Christ.
6 And when they opposed themselves, and blasphemed, he shook [his] raiment, and said unto them, Your
blood [be] upon your own heads; I [am] clean: from henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles.
7 And he departed thence, and entered into a certain [man's] house, named Justus, [one] that worshipped
God, whose house joined hard to the synagogue.
8 And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house; and many of the
Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized.
9 Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace:
10 For I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: for I have much people in this city.
11 And he continued [there] a year and six months,
months teaching the word of God among them.
12 And when Gallio was the deputy of Achaia, the Jews made insurrection with one accord against Paul,
and brought him to the judgment seat,
13 Saying, This [fellow] persuadeth men to worship God contrary to the law.
14 And when Paul was now about to open [his] mouth, Gallio said unto the Jews, If it were a matter of
wrong or wicked lewdness, O [ye] Jews, reason would that I should bear with you:
15 But if it be a question of words and names, and [of] your law, look ye [to it]; for I will be no judge of such
[matters].
16 And he drave them from the judgment seat.
17 Then all the Greeks took Sosthenes, the chief ruler of the synagogue, and beat [him] before the judgment
seat. And Gallio cared for none of those things.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Acts 18:18-28
18 And Paul [after this] tarried [there] yet a good while, and then took his leave of the
brethren, and sailed thence into Syria, and with him Priscilla and Aquila; having
shorn [his] head in Cenchrea: for he had a vow.
19 And he came to Ephesus, and left them there: but he himself entered into the
synagogue, and reasoned with the Jews.
20 When they desired [him] to tarry longer time with them, he consented not;
21 But bade them farewell, saying, I must by all means keep this feast that cometh in
Jerusalem: but I will return again unto you, if God will. And he sailed from Ephesus.
22 And when he had landed at Caesarea, and gone up, and saluted the church, he went
down to Antioch.
23 And after he had spent some time [there], he departed, and went over [all] the country of
Galatia and Phrygia in order, strengthening all the disciples.
24 And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, [and] mighty in
the scriptures, came to Ephesus.
25 This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in the spirit, he spake
and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John.
26 And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla had
heard, they took him unto [them], and expounded unto him the way of God more
perfectly.
27 And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples
to receive him: who, when he was come, helped them much which had believed through
grace:
28 For he mightily convinced the Jews, [and that] publickly, shewing by the scriptures that
Jesus was Christ.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Acts 19:1-10
1 And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed
through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples,
2 He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they
said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.
3 And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto
John's baptism.
4 Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto
the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on
Christ Jesus.
5 When they heard [this], they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.
6 And when Paul had laid [his] hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and
they spake with tongues, and prophesied.
7 And all the men were about twelve.
8 And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly for the space of three
months, disputing and persuading the things concerning the kingdom of God.
9 But when divers were hardened, and believed not, but spake evil of that way before
the multitude, he departed from them, and separated the disciples,
disciples, disputing daily in
the school of one Tyrannus.
Tyrannus
10 And this continued by the space of two years; so that all they which dwelt in
Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Acts 19:11-20
11 And God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul:
12 So that from his body were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and
the diseases departed from them, and the evil spirits went out of them.
13 Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists,
exorcists took upon them to call over
them which had evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, We adjure you by
Jesus whom Paul preacheth.
14 And there were seven sons of [one] Sceva,
Sceva, a Jew, [and] chief of the priests,
priests
which did so.
15 And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but
who are ye?
16 And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and overcame them,
and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and
wounded.
17 And this was known to all the Jews and Greeks also dwelling at Ephesus; and
fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified.
18 And many that believed came, and confessed, and shewed their deeds.
19 Many of them also which used curious arts brought their books together,
together, and
burned them before all [men]:
[men]: and they counted the price of them, and found [it]
fifty thousand [pieces] of silver.
20 So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21

18

9

Acts 19:21-28
21 After these things were ended, Paul purposed in the spirit, when he had
passed through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, After I have
been there, I must also see Rome.
22 So he sent into Macedonia two of them that ministered unto him, Timotheus
and Erastus; but he himself stayed in Asia for a season.
23 And the same time there arose no small stir about that way.
24 For a certain [man] named Demetrius,
Demetrius, a silversmith,
silversmith which made silver shrines
for Diana, brought no small gain unto the craftsmen;
25 Whom he called together with the workmen of like occupation, and said,
Sirs, ye know that by this craft we have our wealth.
26 Moreover ye see and hear, that not alone at Ephesus, but almost throughout all
Asia, this Paul hath persuaded and turned away much people, saying that
that they be
no gods, which are made with hands:
27 So that not only this our craft is in danger to be set at nought;
nought; but also that the
temple of the great goddess Diana should be despised, and her magnificence
magnificence
should be destroyed, whom all Asia and the world worshippeth.
worshippeth.
28 And when they heard [these sayings], they were full of wrath, and cried
out, saying, Great [is] Diana of the Ephesians.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Acts 19:29-41
29 And the whole city was filled with confusion: and having caught Gaius and Aristarchus,
men of Macedonia, Paul's companions in travel, they rushed with one accord into the
theatre.
30 And when Paul would have entered in unto the people, the disciples suffered
suffered him not.
31 And certain of the chief of Asia, which were his friends, sent unto him, desiring [him] that
he would not adventure himself into the theatre.
32 Some therefore cried one thing, and some another: for the assembly was confused; and
the more part knew not wherefore they were come together.
33 And they drew Alexander out of the multitude, the Jews putting him forward
forward. And
Alexander beckoned with the hand, and would have made his defence unto the people.
34 But when they knew that he was a Jew, all with one voice about the space
space of two hours
cried out, Great [is] Diana of the Ephesians.
Ephesians
35 And when the townclerk had appeased the people, he said, [Ye] men of Ephesus, what
man is there that knoweth not how that the city of the Ephesians is a worshipper of the great
great
goddess Diana, and of the [image] which fell down from Jupiter?
36 Seeing then that these things cannot be spoken against, ye ought to be quiet, and to do
nothing rashly.
37 For ye have brought hither these men, which are neither robbers of churches, nor yet
blasphemers of your goddess.
38 Wherefore if Demetrius, and the craftsmen which are with him, have a matter against any
man, the law is open, and there are deputies: let them implead one another.
39 But if ye enquire any thing concerning other matters, it shall be determined in a lawful
assembly.
40 For we are in danger to be called in question for this day's uproar, there being no
cause whereby we may give an account of this concourse.
20
17:11
1the
Thesassembly.
5:21
41 And when he had thus spoken, heActs
dismissed
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Ephesus Theatre

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21

21

Ephesus Theatre (Seating 25,000 where the Ephesians
shouted for two hours "Great is Artemis of the Ephesians"
because Paul helped many Ephesians become Christians and
Silver Idol Trade was Threatened, Next to the Harbor Road
where people would arrive from the ships although the
harbor is now silted over

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Ephesus Theatre

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Architecture: Ephesus
• The Marble Way, ran from the temple of Artemis through
the city to the Megnesia Gate. It was lined with statues and
fountains.

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Architecture: Ephesus
The most outstanding architectural feature was The Temple of Artemis
The temple housed the multi-breasted image of Artemis which was reputed to have
come directly from Zeus <Acts 19:35>.
Artemis (Diana, according to her Roman name;
daughter of Zeus, twin sister of Apollo) was known
variously as the moon goddess, the goddess of
hunting, and the patroness of young girls.
9
9
9
9
9

it was one of the “seven wonders” of the ancient world
it was four times as large as the Parthenon at Athens,
it stood on a platform 425 feet by 220 feet.
the building: 340 x 165 feet,
it had 127 Ionic columns, most 60 feet tall but some up
to 197 feet high.
9 ecstatic, sexual rites took place at the temple involving
male and female prostitutes.
9 it was also an asylum for the criminals.
9 the first known bank functioned at the temple under the
chief priests.
During the Roman period, they promoted the worship of Artemis by minting coins and
selling idols with the inscription, "Diana of Ephesus."
Its income was threatened by Paul’s preaching— this led to his “departure”.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Architecture: Ephesus

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Cross References
Acts 18-20
Historical: What did Paul teach and warn them of?

Ephesians
Subject: New Oneness in Christ
Relationship of love

1 John
Love for God and man
What did John warn them of?

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Acts 20:1-14
1 And after the uproar was ceased, Paul called unto [him] the disciples, and embraced [them],
and departed for to go into Macedonia.
2 And when he had gone over those parts, and had given them much exhortation, he came into
Greece,
3 And [there] abode three months.
months And when the Jews laid wait for him, as he was about to sail into
Syria, he purposed to return through Macedonia.
Macedonia
4 And there accompanied him into Asia Sopater of Berea; and of the Thessalonians, Aristarchus and
Secundus; and Gaius of Derbe, and Timotheus; and of Asia, Tychicus and Trophimus.
5 These going before tarried for us at Troas.
6 And we sailed away from Philippi after the days of unleavened bread, and came unto them to
Troas in five days; where we abode seven days.
7 And upon the first [day] of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul
Paul
preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight.
8 And there were many lights in the upper chamber, where they were gathered together.
9 And there sat in a window a certain young man named Eutychus, being fallen into a deep sleep:
and as Paul was long preaching, he sunk down with sleep, and fell down from the third loft, and was
taken up dead.
10 And Paul went down, and fell on him, and embracing [him] said, Trouble not yourselves; for his
life is in him.
11 When he therefore was come up again, and had broken bread, and eaten, and talked a long
while, even till break of day, so he departed.
12 And they brought the young man alive, and were not a little comforted.
13 And we went before to ship, and sailed unto Assos,
Assos, there intending to take in Paul: for so had he
appointed, minding himself to go afoot.
14 And when he met with us at Assos, we took him in, and came to Mitylene.
28
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Acts 20:15-24
15 And we sailed thence, and came the next [day] over against Chios; and the next [day] we
arrived at Samos, and tarried at Trogyllium; and the next [day] we came to Miletus.
16 For Paul had determined to sail by Ephesus, because he would not spend the time in
Asia: for he hasted, if it were possible for him, to be at Jerusalem
Jerusalem the day of Pentecost.
Pentecost
17 And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church.
18 And when they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye know, from the first day that I
came into Asia, after what manner I have been with you at all seasons,
19 Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears, and temptations, which
befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews:
20 [And] how I kept back nothing that was profitable [unto you], but have shewed you, and
have taught you publickly, and from house to house,
21 Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith
toward our Lord Jesus Christ.
22 And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall
befall me there:
23 Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide
me.
24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I
might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to
testify the gospel of the grace of God.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Acts 20:25-38
25 And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom
of God, shall see my face no more.
26 Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I [am] pure from the blood of all [men].
27 For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.
28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy
Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased
with his own blood.
29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you,, not
sparing the flock.
30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away
disciples after them.
31 Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn
every one night and day with tears.
32 And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to
build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.
33 I have coveted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel.
34 Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to
them that were with me.
35 I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed
blessed to give than to receive.
36 And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled down, and prayed with them all.
37 And they all wept sore, and fell on Paul's neck, and kissed him,
38 Sorrowing most of all for the words which he spake, that they should see his face no more.
And they accompanied him unto the ship.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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New Testament Period: Ephesus
• The largest city of its day.
As the harbor gradually became unusable, traffic diverted to Smyrna.

• Ephesus was the center for the study of arts and magic;
renowned over the world for talismans, incantations, books, charms, etc.
(Burnings, Acts 19:19).

Paul’s contact with Ephesus:
• 1st visit: brief and was directed toward the Jewish community;
• 2nd visit: driven from the synagogue and settled in the school of Tyrannus for
two years until the uproar in 58 A.D. (Acts 19:24-41; 20:1)
Ephesus later became the center for Asian missionary operations
Imitators followed Paul, but without power.
(Seven sons of Siva: Acts 19:12-17.)

• After Paul left Ephesus and journeyed through Macedonia, he
returned (to Miletus) for his famed farewell to the Ephesian elders
(Acts 20:16-38)

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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New Testament Period: Ephesus
Timothy is believed to have been its first bishop (1 Tim 1:3).
Aquila, Priscilla and Apollos were in Ephesus for some time.
I Corinthians was written by Paul during his 2nd visit.
( Ephesus was written by Paul from Rome.)
John is said to have spent time in Ephesus with Mary, the Lord’s
mother.
The reputed home of Mary is now a shrine.
According to Eusebius and others:
• John returned there upon his release from Patmos, and spent
his closing years there.
John’s tomb is there.
• The Gospel of John was apparently written from there.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Later History: Ephesus
Miletus was becoming the chief rival city to Ephesus
- Romans stripped the land around Ephesus of its wooded mountain
ranges; the soil eroded and the resulting silt transformed the harbor at
Ephesus to a swamp;
Today 20 miles of swamp land has cut off the ruins of Ephesus
from the sea.
- alluvial deposits gradually silted up the harbor of Miletus;

Paul landed at Miletus on his way to Jerusalem — Acts 20
Jesus’ letter to Ephesus was ~ 35 years after Paul’s Miletus
visit
Background:
Acts 18-20, Epistle to the Ephesians and John’s Epistles.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Later History: Ephesus
• Ephesus was destroyed by the Goths (262 AD);
Although resettled, it never regained its former glory
• The “Bishop of Ephesus” given rank and authority of a patriarch
over the churches in the province of Asia.
• 431 A.D.: Emperor Theodosius II called a general church council at
Ephesus to decide whether:
“the Virgin Mary should be described as the mother of God.”
This was a hot issue and after much debate the
200 bishops who attended this 3rd Ecumenical Council
decided in the affirmative.
• Today the small, unpretentious village of Seljuk (Ayasaluk?),
built by the Byzantines, is on the former site of Ephesus.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 2:1 : Title
1] “Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These
things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right
hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden
candlesticks [lampstands]”:
Cf. Rev 1:20.

For the record – where are the lampstands ???
• A lampstand is a light bearer, not a source, of light.
• Oil is symbolic of the Holy Spirit in scripture
Jesus is in our midst, yet He holds us in His hands
(Jn 10:28-29).

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 2:2-3 : Commendation
2] [1] I know thy works, [2] and thy labour, [3] and thy patience, [4]
and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: [5] and thou hast
tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found
them liars:
“I know thy works”: Mt 6:2, 5, 16-18...Alms, Praying, Fasting…
“work of faith...labor of love...patience of hope,”: 1 Thes 1:3
(Love and hope are casualties to the heresy-hunting.)
Testing doctrines:
• Paul’s farewell warnings: Acts 20:25-31;
• John’s warnings: 1 John 4:1-3
also, Matt 7:15 2 Cor 11:14,15; 1 Thes 5:20, 21; 2 John 9, 10.
3] [6] And hast borne, and hast patience, [7] and for my name’s sake
hast laboured, and hast not fainted.
Note seven-fold commendation,
Acts 17:11

cf. Isa 40:31

1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 2:2-3 : Commendation
2] [1] I know thy works, [2] and thy labour, [3] and thy patience, [4]
and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: [5] and thou hast
tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found
them liars:
“I know thy works”: Mt 6:2, 5, 16-18...“work... labor... patience,”
cf. 1 Thess 1:3
(Love and hope are casualties to the heresy-hunting.)
Testing doctrines:
• Paul’s farewell warnings: Acts 20:25-31;
• John’s warnings: 1 John 4:1-3
(Test against false doctrine of the Gnostics)*
also, 2 Cor 11:14,15; 1 Thess 5:20, 21; 2 John 9-11

3] [6] And hast borne, and hast patience, [7] and for my name’s sake
hast laboured, and hast not fainted.
Note seven-fold commendation,

cf. Isa 40:31

* A like test is proposed by Paul for confessing the deity of Jesus Christ in 1 Co 12:3
and for the Incarnation and Resurrection of Jesus in Rom 10:6-10.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 2:4-6
[4] Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee,
because thou hast left thy first love.
[5] Remember therefore from whence thou art
fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or
else I will come unto thee quickly, and will
remove thy candlestick out of his place, except
thou repent.
[6] But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds
of the Nicolaitanes, which I also hate.

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 2:4 : Criticism
4] “...thou hast left thy first love”:
first in time or place; in a succession of things or persons; - or first in rank; influence, honor; chief; principal; - or first, at the first; at the beginning

1 Co 13:2, 13

“first” = pro’tos = number one in rank; primary; the “best” love
Not first on a list but the best; the only one on the list
•
•
•

The joy of their salvation (Ps 51:12; Jer 2:2; 2 Cor 11:2; 1 Jn 4:19).
The first-named fruit of the Spirit is love (Gal 5:22);
Nothing separates us from God’s love (Rom 8:38-39)

BUT… WHAT SEPARATES GOD FROM OUR LOVE?
Never were they busier...
but activity in the King’s business is no substitute for time with The King.

He wants devotion, not doctrine.
He wants our love…
We love him because…1 Jn 4:19
Seek His face…
Dwell in the house of the Lord….
1st commandment: Thou shalt love... Mat 22:37 (Sh’ma: Deut 6:4-5).

Note: The very names of the churches in these letters is significant:
Acts 17:11 “Ephesus”
1 Thes 5:21
= maiden of choice; darling. 39

Do you love Him?
Head > Heart > Life > Deeds
• Seek his face…

• Dwell in His house…His presence

1 Ch 16:11 Seek the LORD and his strength,
seek his face continually.
2 Ch 7:14 If my people, which are called by
my name, shall humble themselves, and pray,
and seek my face, and turn from their wicked
ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin, and will heal their land.
Psa 24:6 This [is] the generation of them that
seek him, that seek thy face, O Jacob. Selah.
Psa 27:8 [When thou saidst], Seek ye my
face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face,
LORD, will I seek.
Psa 105:4 Seek the LORD, and his strength:
seek his face evermore.
Pro 7:15 Therefore came I forth to meet thee,
diligently to seek thy face, and I have found
thee.
Hos 5:15 I will go [and] return to my place, till
they acknowledge their offence, and seek my
face: in their affliction they will seek me early.
Acts 17:11

Jos 24:15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the
LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve;
whether the gods which your fathers served that
[were] on the other side of the flood, or the gods of
the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me
and my house, we will serve the LORD.
Psa 23:6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow
me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the
house of the LORD for ever.
Psa 27:4 One [thing] have I desired of the LORD,
that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house
of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the
beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple.
Psa 140:13 Surely the righteous shall give thanks
unto thy name: the upright shall dwell in thy
presence.

1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 2:5-6 : Exhortation
5] Remember / Repent / Repeat
6] “...thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I
also hate”:
Note: He hates the deeds, not the Nicolaitans
These will become doctrines in the Letter to Pergamos.
A sect ????
Irenaeus alleges a sect founded by Nicolas of Antioch,
(1 of the 7 deacons of Acts 6:5).
• Tertullian describes the sect as gnostics and libertines.
• Clement of Alexandria refers to their unbridled and excessive lusts.

It has also been suggested that the Greek word represents a translation of
the Hebrew name “Balaam” (cf. Rev 2:4), although they appear as
separate teachings. (Balaam: Num 22:24; 31:16; 25:1-9.)

??? Translation - Transliteration - Name ???
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 2:5-6 : Exhortation
5] Remember / Repent / Repeat
6] “...thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I
also hate”:
Note: He hates the deeds, not the Nicolaitans
These will become doctrines in the Letter to Pergamos.
A sect ????
Irenaeus alleges a sect founded by Nicolas of Antioch,
(1 of the 7 deacons of Acts 6:5).
• Tertullian describes the sect as gnostics and libertines.
• Clement of Alexandria refers to their unbridled and excessive lusts.

It has also been suggested that the Greek word represents a translation of
the Hebrew name “Balaam” (cf. Rev 2:4), although they appear as
separate teachings. (Balaam: Num 22:24; 31:16; 25:1-9.)

??? Translation - Transliteration - Name ???
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21

42

21

Rev 2:6 : Nicolaitans
6] “...thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans,
which I also hate”:
??? Translation ??? Transliteration ??? Name ???

Victory over the people

Nicolas

nikao (St# 3528 = conquer) + laos (ST# 2992 = people).
Rule over laity; destruction of the people.
Cf. John 13:14,16; Jesus’ demonstration of leadership
Acts 17:11

Acts 20:2520:25-35
1 John 4:14:1-6

1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 2:6 : Nicolaitans
6] “...thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans,
which I also hate”:
Victory over the people

Rule over laity.

Matt. 20.25-28
But Jesus called them to Himself and said, "You know that
the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great
men exercise authority over them. 26 "It is not this way
among you, but whoever wishes to become great among
you shall be your servant, 27 and whoever wishes to be
first among you shall be your slave; 28 just as the Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give
His life a ransom for many."
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 2:6 : Nicolaitans
6] “...thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans,
which I also hate”:

1Peter 5:1-4
Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow
elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a
partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, 2
shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising
oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily,
according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but
with eagerness; 3 nor yet as lording it over those
allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to
the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you
will receive the unfading crown of glory.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 2:7 : Challenge
7] He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith
unto the churches;
It is a universal truth that only those who desire to hear will hear.
Matt 5:6 …hunger and thirst after righteousness they shall be filled…
Mat 7:7-8 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and
it shall be opened unto you: For every one that asketh receiveth; and he
that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.

Only those who have spiritual ears can hear
- know and understand spiritual things
1Co 2:9-16 …. 14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know [them],
because they are spiritually discerned….

Only those who desire to know and do God's will can
actually hear what the Spirit has to say to them.
If you have a spiritual ear - you have to use it.
Rom 10:17 So then faith [cometh] by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
Confidence in God
Understanding / Application Jn 5:24; 6:63, 68
Ps 119:105 1 Jn 1:1
Acts 17:11
1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 2:7 : Closing
There is a Multiple Audience:
1) ‘The’ Church at Ephesus
2) He that hath.... Personal
3) (all) the churches.
4) The church throughout history
Structural element:
First three letters vs. last four letters
Is this pattern an accident? or deliberate?
If so, why?
The “he that hath an ear” phrase occurs in seven
other New Testament locations:
Mt 13:9, 43; 11:15; Mk 4:9, 23; 7:16; Lk 8:8.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 2:7 : Challenge
7] He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith
unto the churches;
Once the Spirit's message is heard - it must be acted upon.
Luke 6:46 And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?
John 7:17 If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it
be of God, or whether I speak of myself.

If you won't heed what you hear from God
you'll soon stop hearing from Him altogether.
Rev 1:3 Blessed [is] he that readeth,
and they that hear the words of this prophecy,
and keep those things which are written therein:
for the time [is] at hand.

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Rev 2:7 : Promise
7] “To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree
of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.”
Who is an overcomer? (1 John 5:4-5)
Tree of Life:
Gen 2:9; Gen 3:22-24; Prov 3:18; Prov 11:30;
Prov 15:4; Rev 2:7; Rev 22:2; Rev 22:14

Prov 13:12;

Myths of the heathen hold:
• The homa-tree of the Persians, growing at the spring Arduisur,
which comes from the throne of God;
• The halpasoma-tree of the Hindus, which furnished the water of
immortality, the libation of the gods;
• The tuba-tree of the Arabs;
• The lotus-tree of the Greeks;
• The tree of Assyria adorned by royal figures and guarded by genii,
similar to the cherubim.. cf. Ezek 47:12.
Acts 17:11

?? Tree of Life ??

1 Thes 5:21
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Gen 2:9 And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow
every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food;
the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree
of knowledge of good and evil.
Gen 3:22-24 And the Lord God said, Behold, the man is
become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest
he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and
eat, and live for ever: [23] Therefore the Lord God sent him
forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from
whence he was taken. [24] So he drove out the man; and
he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubim, and
a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of
the tree of life.
Provs 11:30 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and
he that winneth souls is wise.
Prov 13:12 Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: but when
the desire cometh, it is a tree of life.
Rev. 22:2 In the midst of the street of it, and on either side
of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve
manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.
Rev. 22:14 Blessed are they that do his commandments,
that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in
through the gates into the city.
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Ephesus Lessons
Where is Ephesus’ lampstand today?
Ephesus is over 8 miles from the sea, unapproachable by ship.
What was a major harbor is now a marsh dense with reeds.
What once was the key city in Asia is now a desolate ruin.

By the end of the 1st century (when this was written) the
church was already in trouble.
Caution: Even the early “Church Fathers” are not a reliable model.
Paul’s letter to Galatians exhorts us not to “perfect in the flesh
what was begun in the Spirit.”
The only good model is the Book of Acts. Notice the emphasis !
1) Focus on the teaching of the Word;
Satan’s first challenge is against God’s Word; and then to castigate
His character.)
They used Scripture to authenticate their experiences.
Not their experience to interpret Scripture

2) Commitment to assembly and fellowship;
3) Breaking of Bread (“in remembrance of me”);
4) Commitment to prayer
& study
of5:21
God’s Word.
Acts 17:11
1 Thes
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Rev 2:1-7 Free Translation: Ephesus
The Church at Ephesus
1

'To the messenger of the Church in Ephesus write: These things
says He who holds the seven stars in His right hand, He who
walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands.

2

I know thy works and toil, and thy perseverance, and that thou
canst not bear evil ones; and thou didst test those who say they
are apostles and are not; and didst find there liars, -and thou hast
perseverance and for My name's sake thou didst labor and hast
not wearied.

4

But what I have against thee is that thou didst leave thy first love.
Remember, therefore, from whence thou hast fallen, and repent,
and practice the first works; if not, I am coming to thee and I will
remove thy lampstand from its place, if thou dost not repent. 'But
this thou hast, that thou hatest the works of the Nicolaitans, which
I also hate.’

7

"Let him who has an ear, hear what the Spirit is saying to the
churches. To him who overcomes, I will give him to eat from the
tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.”
Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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Old Testament links in Rev 2
Rev 2:4
Rev 2:7

Jer 2:2
Gen 2:9
Gen 3:22-24
Prov 11:30
Prov 13:12
Ezek 31:8 (LXX)

Acts 17:11

1 Thes 5:21
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