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A View of Church Ages
Letter Church Age Dates (A.D.)

Ephesus Apostolic Age < 100

Smyrna Age of Persecution 100 – 313
long. 27° 25’ E., lat. 38° 28’ N.

Pergamos Imperial Church 313 – 590
long. 27° 0’ E., lat. 39° 13’ N.

Thyatira Age of Papacy 590 – Tribulation
long. 27° 49’ E., lat. 38° 16’ N.

Sardis Reformation 1517 - Tribulation
long. 28° 5’ E., lat. 37° 51’ N.

Philadelphia Missionary Church 1730 – Rapture
long. 28° 15’ E., lat. 38° 28’ N.

Laodicea Apostate Church 1900 – Tribulation
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EphesusEphesus

LaodiceaLaodicea

PhiladelphiaPhiladelphia

SardisSardis

SmyrnaSmyrna

ThyatiraThyatira
PergamumPergamumPergamum

The seven churches: 20th Century Map
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John writes from 
Patmos

The seven churches: 1st Century Map

Smyrna was the great 
commercial center; 

Ephesus, was the great 
political center; 

Pergamos, was the great 
religious center

• Pergamos was located 60 miles north of Smyrna

• Pergamos is about 18 miles from the sea,  
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Why These Seven Churches?

1) Local: actual churches; valid needs.

2) Admonitory: “hear...churches” ...all seven 
letters apply to all seven churches.

3)  Homiletic: personal: “He that hath an ear....”
It applies to you and me personally

4)  Prophetic: In their particular order, they lay 
out the entire history of the church. .Any 
other order--it doesn’t fit!
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1) Ephesus Acts 18-20; Ephesians 3; 5
1 John written to Ephesus

2) Smyrna Acts 15
3) Pergamos Num 22-24; Balaam, Num 33;

Acts15; 1 Cor 6
4) Thyatira 1 Kgs 16; 21; Jezebel and Naboth’s

vineyard; 2 Kgs 9:36
5) Sardis Galatians; Romans
6) Philadelphia Thessalonians
7) Laodicea Colossians

For Reference Read Ahead
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7 Churches Chart
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Rev 2:12-17
[12] And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith
he which hath the sharp sword with two edges;

[13] I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat 
is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in 
those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among 
you, where Satan dwelleth.

[14] But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them 
that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a
stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto 
idols, and to commit fornication.

[15] So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, 
which thing I hate.

[16] Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against 
them with the sword of my mouth.

[17] He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, 
and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, 
which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.
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Church at Pergamos, Rev 2:12-17

Pergamos (The City of the Serpent)

Pergamos is the feminine form; 

Pergamum is the neuter form of the name ; 
(Pergamum, RSV, NIV, NEB, NASB).

both were used.
Name is believed to have been derived from the son of Pyrrhus

and Andromache who made himself king of Teuthrania by killing 
the reigning king in single combat. 

The present city of Bergama has a population of only 20,000 
(vs. almost 200,000 of old).
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Church at Pergamos, Rev 2:12-17
• EPHESUS HAD LEFT IT'S FIRST, IT'S CHIEF LOVE
• SMYRNA WAS SUFFERING FROM ATTACKS FROM OUTSIDE AND 
WITHIN

BOTH HAD MAINTAINED SOUND DOCTRINE AND PRACTICE
…WITH PERGAMOS, IT WAS A DIFFERENT STORY

Pergamos = same root from which we get ‘bigamy’ and ‘polygamy’. 
It is the word for mixed or improper marriage. 

The particle which forms the first syllable frequently calls 
attention to something that is objectionable. 

"Pergamos" signifies a mixed marriage between the organization of the 
church of Jesus Christ with the world in defiance of the distinct command 
of the Spirit, 

"Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what 
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what 
communion hath light with darkness?  And what concord hath Christ 
with Belial?  or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And 
what agreement hath the temple of God with idols?" (II Cor. 6:14-16).
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Background History: Pergamos
Early history is obscure - evidence that it was occupied during the stone 
and bronze ages. Prior to Alexander the Great, it was little more than a 
castle on top of a hill

Founded by Arcadian colonists under the Heracleid Telephus (who routed 
the Achaeans on their landing in Mysia to attack Troy). 

• 301 B.C.: Antigonus defeated at Ipsus.  Northwest Asia Minor was united 
to the Thracian kingdom of Lysimachus (one of Alexander’s generals)

Its impregnable position lent itself to its use as a treasury. 

Philetaerus betrayed Lysimachus’ trust by allying himself with
Seleucus, another of Alexander’s generals and a rival of Lysimachus

Subsequent rulers skillfully established themselves as a dominant 
power in Asia Minor and one of the principal centers of Hellenistic 
culture by consistently compromising and allying themselves with
whatever ‘Power” seemed to be in control – or about to assume control. 

Pergamos became a city-state, 

• ~200 BC: Pergamos became a powerful nation after Attalus I (241-197 BC) 
defeated the Gauls (Galatians).

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 12

Split up of the Greek Empire

X
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Pergamos Library 2000

200,000 Volumes in the 
Pergamos Library were given 
by Marc Anthony to Cleopatra 

and Alexandria Library.

A much better gift than candy 
and flowers in that day…

The Egyptians, concerned with 
this library which rivaled their 

own at ALEXANDRIA, refused to 
ship papyrus to Pergamos. 

As a result, a new form of writing 
material, Pergamena charta, or 

parchment, was developed.

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 14

Bergama (Pergamum) Temple of Zeus 2000
(Completely Removed to Germany)
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Pergamum Temple of Athena

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 16

Bergama (Pergamum) 
Theatre and Temple to 

Dionysus

Some Image(s) courtesy of www.HolyLandPhotos.org" 
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New Testament History: Pergamos
When Cyrus conquered Babylon, he founded a new center at Pergamos. 

Pergamos became the center of the ancient Babylonian – Nimrod era – cult 
and demonic worship for the world.

The kings over the area came to be known as Pontifex Maximus, the 
high priest of the pagan religious system and center established there. 

From Pergamos this title and these cults and practices were transferred to 
Rome.

Successive Caesars assumed the role of high priest and ultimately as gods 
in themselves. 
By 27 BC: Augustus had inaugurated emperor worship and the first temple 
of this cult was erected at Pergamos

Although not the seat of imperial and judicial authority, Pergamos
became the center of the official religion of emperor “Caesar” worship. 

Under Vespasian and his successors, it became a test of one’s faith if one 
would or would not offer incense to the statue of the emperor.

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 18

Bergama (Pergamum) Theatre 2000 
(A Number of Early Christians were 

Thrown to Wild Beasts Here
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New Testament History: Pergamos
312 AD: Constantine set out to defeat the forces of Maxentius, his rival, for 
supreme power in the empire. 

His father had prospered when he had prayed to the God of the Christians, and 
Constantine, in his extremity, resorted to the same action. It is said that on the next 
day he saw a shining cross in the sky with an inscription above it: in hoc signo vinces. 
“In this sign thou shalt conquer.” He defeated Maxentius at the Milvan bridge, and 
immediately declared his conversion to Christianity. He assumed headship of the 
church, repealed the persecution edicts of Diocletian, and advanced Christians to high 
office in the state.

Heathenism was ‘Christianized’; 
• pagan temples became Christian Churches; 
• heathen festivals were converted into Christian ones; 
• pagan priests slipped into office as Christian ‘priests’. 

It was far more compromise than it was conversion !!!
It was not until under the second Roman Emperor to follow after Constantine that 

‘Christianity’ – such as it was – became the ‘official’ religion of the “Holy” Roman Empire.

378 AD : Caesars assumed the office of “Damasus”, the Bishop of Rome, the 
role and title and completed the absorption of “Babylonianism” into the Roman 
Church

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 20

The third law of thermodynamics states 
that all things, left to themselves, will 

become less and less organized –
CHAOS rules...

Left to themselves, without the input of energy or 
direction from another source outside themselves 
every system or process will decay and descend 

toward disorder and increase in

‘ENTROPY’

The third law of thermodynamics
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Spiritual Entropy
Jesus said, "Apart from me, ye can do nothing" (John 15:5).

The Church does not stand still apart from Christ; it degenerates. 

In an attempt to be at peace with the community, to be relevant to 
those around them they became like them – instead of being Holy: 

unique; different, they became Wholly: like the world itself

COMPROMISE: You can’t stand still.   If you don’t maintain 
your being set apart – different – you will become like the world 

you’re in…
The Lord said, "If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before 
it hated you.   If ye were of the world, the world would love his own . . 
." (John 15:18, 19). 

How did the world come to fall in love with the church? 
It follows logically that if the world had come to love the church, then 

the church must have first become part of the world.

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 22

Rev 2:12 : Title
And to the angel of the church in Pergamos
write; These things saith he which hath the 

sharp sword with two edges;

G1062 gamos

1) a wedding or marriage festival, a 
wedding banquet, a wedding feast
2) marriage, matrimony
Monogamy, bigamy, polygamy, etc…

G????    Per - ??? mixed, objectionable (pervert, perturbation, etc.) ???

G5445 phurama
1) any substance mixed with water and kneaded
2) a mass, a lump of dough / of clay
from a prolonged form of phuro (to mix perhaps 
akin to G5453 through the idea of swelling in bulk), 
mean to knead

G4010 Pergamos = “height or elevation”

a city of Mysia Minor, in Asia Minor, the seat of the dynasties of Attalus and
Eumenes, famous for its temple of Aesculapius and the invention and 
manufacture of parchment. The river Selinus flowed through it and the Cetius ran 
past it. It was the birthplace of the physician Galen, and had a great royal library.

from G4444 purgos

a tower; a fortified structure rising to a considerable height, to repel a hostile 
attack or to enable a watchman to see in every direction
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Rev 2:12 : Title
[12] And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These 
things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges;

“Two-edged Sword” (Heb 4:12; cf. Rev 1:16).
Title of judgment connected with the Word of God.

JESUS INTRODUCES HIMSELF TO PERGAMOS AS THE ONE THE 
THE SHARP TWO EDGED SWORD (SCALPEL)

THE GREAT SURGEON WHO WOULD CUT OUT THE EVIL AND 
FALSE TEACHING IN THE CHURCH.

jus gladii: The “Right of the Sword”; the highest official authority; the 
power of life and death.

The Sword of Eph 6:17; the Roman machira. It was effective only with 
special training; designed for use in close quarters...one-on-one.

Link to authority to ‘bind and loose’; ‘restrain or permit’;  
• Who do we – the church - wrestle with?    Eph 6:10-20    How?

• Study the “Sword” in Jesus hand and mouth throughout scripture!!
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Rev 2:13 : Commendation

Satan's throne: the earthly headquarters for the invisible principalities and 
powers at work in the earth.   

It refers to the stronghold of Satan's error and false religion of the day. 
• Satan is not omnipresent. 
• Demons seem to be territorial (Dan 10; Gog, Amos 7:1, Ezek 38.)
In John’s day it was centered at Pergamos.  

Where is it today ?
Babylon (Babylonian Religious System) 

Nimrod = Phaeton = Aesculapius
Serpent: Caduceus, emblem of Pergamos.

There is a distinct connection between the ancient devil worship of Babylon and
Pergamos where Satan's throne was declared at one time to be.

[13] I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat 
is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in 
those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among 
you, where Satan dwelleth. 

throne

G2362
thronos

Gen 10:8-9   His tyranny came into a proverb as hated both 
by God and man: for he did not cease to commit cruelty even 
in God's presence. 
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Rev 2:13 : Commendation
[13] I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat 
is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in 
those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among 
you, where Satan dwelleth. 

The Lord is not necessarily complimenting nor sympathizing with those in the 
church at Pergamos. 

The believer is in the world, but he is not of it.   John 15:19; 17:14-17
If you choose to live in the shadow of Satan’s Throne don’t be surprised 
if you often find in difficult to see the Light of the Lord reflecting in your 
life.

But – note!  The very existence of a shadow says the light is shining!   You 
just need to:

1Jo 1:6-7  If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in 
darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:  7  But if we walk in the light, 
as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the 

blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 

throne

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 26

Esculapius Hermes (Mercury) & the Caduceus
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Logos

World Health Organization

John 3:14 Numbers 21:4-9

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 28

Bergama
(Pergamum)

Asklepion Healing 
Area 2000 
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Asklepion Healing Tunnel Asklepion Snakes Galleries 
Theatre 

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 30

Rev 2:13 : Commendation
[13] I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is: 
and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those 
days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, 
where Satan dwelleth. 

Yet, there were some ‘uncompromising faithful’ living in the shadow of Satan’s Throne.
Be very slow to judge the salvation of any individual, in any Christian body, no 
matter what the outward appearance so long as true Christian doctrine is upheld.

Antipas is not mentioned anywhere else in scripture.
Said to have been a dentist and a physician, accused of disloyalty to Caesar, condemned 
to death by being shut up in a brazen (or copper) bull which was then heated red-hot. 
(Tertullian legend) 

He must have been a real martyr
His name usually said to mean “Like a father” but can mean "against all".  

Even in the place where Satan dwelt, one man had stood out so faithfully that death had 
resulted and he received high honorable mention by the Lord Himself…

No compromise for the sake of being relevant
No compromise to make Christianity palitable to the community

Just a light shining in the darkest of darkness

The light of the Lord in you life is not on a dimmer switch…
His brightness in you is either on or off…
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Rev 2:14 : Criticism: Balaam
[14] But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that 
hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock
before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit 
fornication.

BALAAM = HEB: NOT OF THE PEOPLE or DESTROYER OF THE PEOPLE
Num. 22:5-24:25; Deut. 23:4-5.

Balaam, not an Israelite is described as a prophet of God 

What were just deeds in Ephesus 
had become doctrine in Pergamos

“Christianity” had become “Churchianity”: Business not Belief

The New Testament mentions Balaam in 3 passages. 
1]  “Way of Balaam” (2 Peter 2:15) , a hireling = making a “market” for his gift.  

• Selling/Marketing what God had given to use and distribute as from Himself freely.
• Peter speaks of false teachers who "have forsaken the right way and gone astray, 

following the way of Balaam".   
Turned ‘Relationship with Christ’ into a business opportunity…
We were told to make disciples not to turn a profit or make money…
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Rev 2:14 : Criticism: Balaam
[14] But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold 
the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the 
children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication.

2] “Error of Balaam” (Jude 6, 11).   Jude speaks of backsliders who "have run 
greedily in the error of Balaam for profit“ Balaam was a prophet greedy for gold!

• He assumed he could manipulate God to his purposes and thinking rather than conform 
himself to God’s purposes and thinking and still succeed.

Natural reasoning = assumed a righteous God had to curse the immorality in Israel.
Did not consider God’s plan, His Grace and His Mercy

Balaam as the tempter, sacrificed eternal riches for temporal gain. 
Lust for the “pleasures of sin for a season”; 
Greed for the “treasures of Egypt” (Heb 11:25; Mark 8:36). 

Cf. Demas: “having loved this present world” (2 Tim 4:10).
Treasures in Heaven…100 Fold…Pressed down, shaken together…Find his life must lose it…

3]  “Doctrine of Balaam” (Rev 2:14), spiritual unchastity; marriage with the world. 
The nature of Balaam's curse is made clear by John in the Book of Revelation. It refers to 
some members of the church in Pergamos who held "the doctrine of Balaam, who taught
Balak to put a stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols 
and to commit sexual immorality“ (for personal gain).

Balaam perished miserably with the enemies of God at last (Josh 13:22).
Way = loving the wages of unrighteousness Error = doing the Lord's work for money

Doctrine = teaching others how to cause another to sin   Matt 23:15
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Rev 2:14 : Criticism: Balaam

“Fornication”: 1 Cor 10:20, 21, 25-29 2 Cor 6:14,16
“Stumbling block”: Acts 15; 1 Cor 10:25-29.

The fornication Israel committed was not the taking of the Moabite women – as wrong 
as that was. It was to willingly allow and participate in the demon rites at the demon 

altars, thus submitting themselves to demon powers .
IT WAS SPIRITUAL FORNICATIONIT WAS SPIRITUAL FORNICATION……

THE CHURCH AT PERGAMOS HAD NOT KEPT OUT THE FALSE DOCTRINES AS 
HAD EPHESUS AND SMYRNA.

They permitted the false teachers to remain and even though there were some who had 
not yet embraced the false teaching and were standing firm like Antipas, the false were 

not challenged and rejected.
THEY WERE TOLERANT AND RELEVANT TO THEIR COMMUNITY – THEY HAD 

BECOME ONE OF ITS “MEMBERS” BY BECOMING ONE WITH THEM
We the Church do not decide right and wrong…God does !!   

It is all about us doing What God says, When God says, Because GIt is all about us doing What God says, When God says, Because God said it.od said it.
THE END DOES NOT JUSTIFY THE MEANS !!

Why we do what we do is just as important as the outcome !!

[14] But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold 
the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the 
children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication.

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 34

Rev 2:15 : Nicolaitans

??? Translation ??? Transliteration  ???  Name ???

Victory over the people Nicolas

nikao (St# 3528 = conquer) + laos (ST# 2992 = people). 
Rule over laity.

Cf. John 13:14,16; 
1 Pet 5:3 (suggests Peter might have had a 
premonition that he would be linked to such abuses...).

[15] So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, 
which thing I hate.
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Rev 2:15 : Nicolaitans

??? Translation ??? Transliteration  ???  Name ???

Victory over the people Nicolas

nikao (St# 3528 = conquer) + laos (ST# 2992 = people). 
Rule over laity.

Cf. John 13:14,16; 
1 Pet 5:3 (suggests Peter might have had a 
premonition that he would be linked to such abuses...).

[15] So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, 
which thing I hate.
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Rev 2:15 : Nicolaitans

??? Translation ??? Transliteration  ???  Name ???

Victory over the people Nicolas

nikao (St# 3528 = conquer) + laos (ST# 2992 = people). 
Rule over laity.

Cf. John 13:14,16; 
1 Pet 5:3 (suggests Peter might have had a 
premonition that he would be linked to such abuses...).

[15] So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, 
which thing I hate.
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Rev 2:15 : Criticism: Nicolaitians
The doctrine of Balaam = Insisting and scheming to have my own 
way; to gain the world even if it means destroying God’s people and 
compromising God’s truth.
The doctrine of the NIcolaitans = Lording over the people for 
personal power and advancement

These cults / sects / heresies worked together from within the 
church to control God's people by seducing them:

- to compromise the Word with the world
- to be reasonable and understanding
- to not offend the beliefs of others.  

- to yield to their authority over the authority of God’s Word
This was especially true in the area of sexual sin and in the area of 

idolatry and tolerating the worship and practices of other, false 
religions and gods.

Those who wish to lord over the people will soon begin 
to destroy them.
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Extracted from October 2003 Barna Research Group, Ltd. Data ©

The data described above are from telephone interviews conducted in October 2003 with a nationwide random sample 
of 1024 adults across 48 states coinciding with the geographic dispersion of the US adult population. Max margin of 
sampling error associated with the aggregate sample is ±3 percentage points at the 95% confidence level. 

Percentage of Adults Who Consider A Behavior To 
Be “Morally Acceptable” All Adults

gambling 61%
living with someone of the opposite sex without being married, 

sometimes called co-habitation 60%
enjoying sexual thoughts or fantasies about someone 59%

having an abortion 45%
having a sexual relationship with someone of the opposite sex 

to whom you are not married 42%
looking at pictures of nudity or explicit sexual behavior 38%

using profanity 36%
getting drunk 35%

having a sexual relationship with someone of the same sex 30%
using drugs not prescribed by a medical doctor 17%
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Extracted from October 2003 Barna Research Group, Ltd. Data ©

The data described above are from telephone interviews conducted in October 2003 with a nationwide random sample 
of 1024 adults across 48 states coinciding with the geographic dispersion of the US adult population. Max margin of 
sampling error associated with the aggregate sample is ±3 percentage points at the 95% confidence level. 

“Born again Christians”: people who said they have made a personal commitment to Jesus Christ that is 
still important in their life today and who also indicated they believe that when they die they will go to 
Heaven because they had confessed their sins and had accepted Jesus Christ as their savior.  

Respondents were not asked to describe themselves as “born again.”
Being “born again” is not dependent upon any church or denominational affiliation or involvement. 

Percentage of Adults Who Consider A Behavior To 
Be “Morally Acceptable” All Adults Born Again

gambling 61% 45%
living with someone of the opposite sex without being married, 

sometimes called co-habitation 60% 49%
enjoying sexual thoughts or fantasies about someone 59% 49%

having an abortion 45% 33%
having a sexual relationship with someone of the opposite sex 

to whom you are not married 42% 35%
looking at pictures of nudity or explicit sexual behavior 38% 28%

using profanity 36% 29%
getting drunk 35% 24%

having a sexual relationship with someone of the same sex 30% 20%
using drugs not prescribed by a medical doctor 17% 11%
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Extracted from October 2003 Barna Research Group, Ltd. Data ©

The data described above are from telephone interviews conducted in October 2003 with a nationwide random sample of 1024 adults across 48 
states coinciding with the geographic dispersion of the US adult population. Max margin of sampling error associated with the aggregate 
sample is ±3 percentage points at the 95% confidence level. 

“Evangelicals”: a subset of born again Christians. In addition to meeting the born again criteria, evangelicals also meet seven other conditions:
• saying their faith is very important in their life today;
• contending that they have a personal responsibility to share their religious beliefs about Christ with non-Christians;
• stating that Satan exists;
• maintaining that eternal salvation is possible only through grace, not works;
• asserting that Jesus Christ lived a sinless life on earth;
• saying that the Bible is totally accurate in all it teaches; and
• describing God as the all-knowing, all-powerful, perfect deity who created the universe and still rules it today. 

Respondents were not asked to describe themselves as “evangelical.”
Being “evangelical” is not dependent upon any church or denominational affiliation or involvement. 

Percentage of Adults Who Consider A Behavior To 
Be “Morally Acceptable” All Adults Born Again Evangelicals

gambling 61% 45% 27%
living with someone of the opposite sex without being married, 

sometimes called co-habitation 60% 49% 12%
enjoying sexual thoughts or fantasies about someone 59% 49% 15%

having an abortion 45% 33% 4%
having a sexual relationship with someone of the opposite sex 

to whom you are not married 42% 35% 7%
looking at pictures of nudity or explicit sexual behavior 38% 28% 5%

using profanity 36% 29% 7%
getting drunk 35% 24% 8%

having a sexual relationship with someone of the same sex 30% 20% 5%
using drugs not prescribed by a medical doctor 17% 11% 6%

“Born again Christians”: people who said they have made a personal commitment to Jesus Christ that is still important in their life today and who also 
indicated they believe that when they die they will go to Heaven because they had confessed their sins and had accepted Jesus Christ as their savior.  

Respondents were not asked to describe themselves as “born again.”
Being “born again” is not dependent upon any church or denominational affiliation or involvement. 
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Rev 2:15 : Criticism: Nicolaitians
The ecumenical, tolerance push by organized religion…

Evangelicals praying with Catholics, praying with Buddists, praying with 
Moslems, praying with Voo-doo practioners in Yankee Stadium

When we all join hands and sing “we are the world”, we truly are the ‘world’
The Mustard Seed Parable  (Matt 13:31-32 ) has come true…

Nicolaitans: Deeds (works) => Teaching (doctrine). 
1 Pet 5:1-4 

The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a 
witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that 
shall be revealed:  2  Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking 
the oversight [thereof], not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, 
but of a ready mind;  3  Neither as being lords over [God's] heritage, but 
being ensamples to the flock.  4  And when the chief Shepherd shall 
appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away. 

JESUS OWN P:LAN FOR PROMOTION:
Greatest must be the Least First shall be last

Matt 18:4 / 23:11 Matt 20:16
John 13:5-11
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Rev 2:16 : Exhortation
[16] Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against 
them with the sword of my mouth.

Here there is a sharpness in Jesus’ tone.   He is speaking to believers!
If there is not obedience, there must be judgment.

Judgment based on His Word…
To the medical center of the day, 'doctor' Jesus warns 

He will come suddenly and surgically remove them. 
"Repent!"   Stop what you’re doing and turn around – come back !!!

“Repent”:  Hear-Turn-Fall as John did in Rev 1:10, 12, 17
The church has no authority to decide what is right and wrong. 

Only God makes these distinctions!  
But what God has determined is what must be…

They (we) are warned to stop compromising and insist on Word 
based doctrinal and moral purity and correctness or the same sword 

that will one day smite the nations would be turned on them.
REV 19:15  And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he 
should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and 
he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.
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Rev 2:17 : Close
[17] He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches;
To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a 
white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he 
that receiveth it.

The Lord now speaks to us as individuals. 
• How are we, individually, keeping the church and the world separate? 

When you look at what we do and how we do it can you see a difference?
• Are we unequally yoked? Are we in Pergamos – mixed marriages?
• Are we mixed up with Balaam or the Nicolaitans seeking self interest, fame 

and honor; compromising with the world to gain what we think is of value?
• Are we in anyway diluting or polluting the truth of God’s Word and God’s 

ways because we need to be relevant and tolerant of new ways and new 
thinking?

• Do we form friendships with unbelievers for purely social fellowship?  
Are we adopting their ways and thinking?

The Holy Spirit will show us what relationships we may have in the world.
Not so we can be like them but so they (and we) can be like Jesus!

He will lead us to those He wishes us to meet in order to lead them to Christ.
We are not to make a name for ourselves.  

We are to make disciples – He will make a name for us 
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Rev 2:17 : Promise
[17] He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that
overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the 
stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.

“Hidden manna”: Ex 16:15, 32; Ps 78:24, 25 (“angel’s food”);  Jn 6:31-58. 
For a Jew, 'to eat the hidden manna' meant to take part in the blessings of the 
Messianic age.  

Jewish traditions that a pot of manna was hidden in the Ark of the Covenant 
to remind Israel how God had and will provide for and feed his people.

JESUS MADE IT CLEAR, HE HIMSELF WAS REPRESENTED BY THIS MANNA
JOHN 6:51    

I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this 
bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I 
will give for the life of the world. (KJV)

It is upon Him that we feed. 
As we continually partake of Himself - all that He is, all that He has done, all 
that He is now doing, and in hope of all that He yet shall do it should become a 
part of us – just as what we eat becomes a part of us.   
It determines and fuels everything we do, every move we make, every breath 
we take; how we live.
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Rev 2:17 : Promise
[17] He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that
overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the 
stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.

“White Stone”: Pergamos worshipped an Asiatic goddess whose 
symbol in the temple was a black meteoric stone; the black aerolite
presented by King Attalus to Rome as symbol of friendship, upon 
the verge of Hannibal’s attack in 205 B.C.

Psephos: 
Stone used in signate rings to seal and impress a mark of 
authenticity into documents
Ballot; white = acquittal. Jurors cast either white or black 
stone to indicate guilt or innocence.

Tessera, white stone, given to the victor at the games.
Tessera hospitalis, bestowed on close friends, passed on as 
guarantees to heirs and assigns for favor, grace, mercy and 
goodwill
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Rev 2:17 : Promise
[17] He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that
overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the 
stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.

In the breastplate worn by the High Priest were 12 precious stones, 
each one inscribed with the name of a tribe of Israel

EX 28:15-21 None of these however was white.  
The white stone (probably a brilliant diamond) - possibly called
Urim meaning lights - was worn by Arron in his breastplate

LEV 8:8  And he put the breastplate upon him: also he put in the
breastplate the Urim and the Thummim. (KJV)

Often Urim and Thummim would be used as a lot to decide a 
matter.

The High Priest would wear these breastplates when he went into 
the Holy of Holies - into the presence of God.  

Then, he alone had access to the hidden manna.
Jesus promises access to the hidden manna to the overcomer
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Rev 2:17 : Promise
[17] He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden 
manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new 
name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.

“New Name”: 
Abram became Abraham (Gen 17:5); Sarai became Sarah
Jacob becomes Israel at Peniel (Gen 32:28; Isa 62:2)
Simon became Peter (Mat 16:13-19)
Saul became Paul (Acts 13:9)
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Rev 2:17 : Promise
[17] He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that
overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the 
stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.

The names each of us bears were given to us - we had no say in the matter.  
Our parents didn't know us or what we were like - we had just met

The names we were given all have a meaning - they describe a certain character or 
trait or skill or ability.  

Our names, given to us at birth, may or may not be appropriate to who and what 
we actually have become.

When we - the overcomers - appear before the judgement seat and the treasure we 
have laid up in heaven is measured. the Lord will make up and give us new names

- New names for His precious stones from which he built up a living temple for 
God for His jewels.

1 COR 3:10-17   MAL 3:16-17 
The new name will inscribed on a white stone - a brilliant diamond - a pure white 
gem which we will wear and carry through eternity.  It will be the new name by 
which we are known.

WHAT NAME DO YOU WANT TO BE KNOWN BY FOR ETERNITY?
WHAT TREASURE ARE WE LAYING UP FOR OURSELVES?
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Rev 2:17 : Promise
[17] He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that
overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the 
stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.

The overcomer is to receive "a white stone, and on the stone a new 
name written which no one knows but the one who receives it." 
The Bridegroom will speak to the bride.   

He will have a tender name for her that others will not know 
It is a secret, a mark of intimacy, and the Lord has promised that we 
will have this deep fellowship with Him that is indicated by His
giving to us a new name. 

No one but the Lord and I will know my new name
No one but the Lord and you will know your new name

It is the intimate ‘pet name’ that the loving Lord will call you.
This is the closeness, the level of intimacy promised to the 

overcoming believer by the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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He Is a Foundation Stone
Isa 28:16: Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay 
in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious 
corner [stone], a sure foundation: he that believeth shall 
not make haste.
Eph 2:20: And are built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief corner [stone];
1 Pet 2:4: To whom coming, [as unto] a living stone, 
disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, [and] 
precious,
1 Pet 2:6: Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, 
Behold, I lay in Zion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: 
and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.
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The Stone the Builders Refused
Ps 118:22: The stone [which] the builders refused is become 
the head [stone] of the corner.
Mt 21:42: Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the 
scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is 
become the head of the corner: this is the Lord’s doing, and it 
is marvelous in our eyes?
Mt 21:44: And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be 
broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to 
powder (cf. Mk 12:10; Lk 20:17).
Peter in Act 4:11: This is the stone which was set at nought of 
you builders, which is become the head of the corner.
1 Pet 2:7: Unto you therefore which believe [he is] precious: 
but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the 
builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner.
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A Stone of Stumbling

Isa 8:14: And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a 
stone of stumbling and for a rock of offence to 
both the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare 
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem

1Pet 2:8: And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of 
offence, [even to them] which stumble at the word, 
being disobedient: whereunto also they were 
appointed.
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Stone Cut Without Hands
Dan 2:34: Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without 
hands, which smote the image upon his feet [that were] of 
iron and clay, and brake them to pieces.

Dan 2:45: Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut 
out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake in 
pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; 
the great God hath made known to the king what shall come 
to pass hereafter: and the dream [is] certain, and the 
interpretation thereof sure.
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Stone With Seven Eyes?

Zech 3:9: For behold the stone that I have laid before 
Joshua; upon one stone [shall be] seven eyes: behold, I will 
engrave the graving thereof, saith the Lord of hosts, and I 
will remove the iniquity of that land in one day. 

Cf. Rev 5:6 [Your concordance can be a powerful tool!]

Rev 5:6  And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the 
four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had 
been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the 
seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth. 



28

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 55

Rev 2:12-17 Free Translation: Pergamos
The Church at Pergamos
12 And to the messenger of the church in Pergamos write: These things
saith He who hath the sharp, two-edged sword; 121 know where thou
dwellest, where Satan's throne is; and thou holdest fast My Name, and 
didst not deny My faith, even in the days in which Antipas was My 
faithful witness, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.
14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there those 
who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to cast a stumbling 
block before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to 
commit fornication. 11 So hast thou also those who hold the teaching of 
the Nicolaitans, in like manner.
16 Repent, therefore; if not, I am coming to thee speedily, and will make 
war against them with the sword of My mouth.
17 Let him who has an ear hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 
To him who overcomes, I will give of the hidden manna, and will give to 
him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written which no one 
knows but the one who receives it.   

(Rev. 2:12-17, Free Translation)
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Old Testament references in Rev 2-3

2:12 Isa 49:2
2:14 Num 25:13
2:17 Ex 16:33-34; Isa 62:2; Isa 65:15


