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1) Ephesus Acts 18-20; Ephesians 3; 5
1 John written to Ephesus

2) Smyrna Acts 15
3) Pergamos Num 22-24; Balaam, Num 33;

Acts15; 1 Cor 6
4) Thyatira 1 Kgs 16; 21; Jezebel and Naboth’s

vineyard; 2 Kgs 9:36
5) Sardis Galatians; Romans
6) Philadelphia Thessalonians
7) Laodicea Colossians

For Reference:
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Old Testament references in Rev 2-3
Chapter 2
2:4 Jer 2:2
2:7 Gen 2:9; 3:22-24; 

Prov 11:30; 13:12; 
Ezek 31:8 (LXX)

2:12 Isa 49:2
2:14 Num 25:13
2:17 Ex 16:3334; Isa 62:2;

Isa 65:15
2:18 Dan 10:6
2:20 1 Kgs 16:31-32; 

2 Kgs 9:7, 22
2:23 Ps 7:9; 26:2; 28:4; 

Jer 11:20; 17:10
2:27 Ps 2:79; Isa 30:14; 

Jer 19:11

Chapter 3
3:1 Isa 4:1
3:4 Ecc 9:8
3:5 Ex 32:3233
3:7 Isa 22:22
3:9 Isa 43:4; 49:23; 60:14
3:12 Isa 62:2; Ezek 48:35
3:14 Gen 49:3; Deut 21:17
3:18 Isa 55:1
3:19 Prov 3:12
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The 7 churches

John 
writes 
from 

Patmos

EphesusEphesus

LaodiceaLaodicea

PhiladelphiaPhiladelphia

SardisSardis
SmyrnaSmyrna

ThyatiraThyatira

PergamumPergamum

1st Century

20th Century
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Why These Seven Churches?

1) Local: “to the angel of the church of”
actual churches; valid needs.

2)  Admonitory: “Spirit says to the churches”
...all seven letters apply to all seven 
churches.

3)  Homiletic: personal: “He that hath an ear....”
It applies to you and me personally

4) Prophetic: In their particular order, they lay 
out the entire history of the church. .

Any other order--it doesn’t fit!
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A View of Church Ages
Letter Church Age Dates (A.D.)

Ephesus Apostolic Age < 100

Smyrna Age of Persecution 100 – 313
long. 27° 25’ E., lat. 38° 28’ N.

Pergamos Imperial Church 313 – 590
long. 27° 0’ E., lat. 39° 13’ N.

Thyatira Age of Papacy 590 – Tribulation
long. 27° 49’ E., lat. 38° 16’ N.

Sardis Reformation 1517 - Tribulation
long. 28° 5’ E., lat. 37° 51’ N.

Philadelphia Missionary Church 1730 – Rapture
long. 28° 15’ E., lat. 38° 28’ N.

Laodicea Apostate Church 1900 – Tribulation
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Ephesus > Smyrna > Pergamos > Thyatira > Sardis > Philadelphia > Laodecia

Ephesus: - the believers lost their first love, 
- became occupied with other things, and 
- developed a class which was a sort of clergy, 

entrusted the preaching of the Gospel to them 
lowered doctrine to suit the coldness of their hearers 

Smyrna: - doctrine of true grace diluted with legalism 
until the synagogue of Satan was in the midst of the church 

Pergamos: - married to the world, 
- exalted clericalism to a doctrine
- low levels of conduct became common.

Thyatira: - last step to apostasy is taken. 
“Jezebel” is exalted in the church and from her throne 
ministers unto Satan.

Sardis: - dead religion: doing instead of living / activity; no action
complacency and form without “life”

Philadelphia: - consistent endurance vs false profession; one size fits all
doctrine of tolerance and relevancy

Laodecia: - self reliance; self satisfaction; self gratification; self rule
comfort and ease vs mission and sacrifice
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A View of Churches
Letter Church Name Character

Ephesus “Darling; maiden of choice”
Focus on keeping doctrine brought abandoned relationship with our Lord

Smyrna “Myrrh; death and suffering”
Remnant in “church” held on and stood fast even to death

Pergamos “Mixed, Improper Marriage”
Compromise; joined with the world; error and falsehood brought in, 
integrated and adopted as truth

Thyatira “Daughter; continual sacrifice”
Seeking power and worldly authority; The authority of the ‘daughter’
replaced relationship with the ‘Son’

Sardis “Red ones; Remnant” (of uncertain derivation)
Remnant finds relationship which quickly become dead orthodoxy; 
Religion vs Relationship

Philadelphia “Love of/for the Brethren”
Ecumenicalism; Tolerance; Relevance replace separation; uniqueness; 
sanctification to God;  Make one out of all

Laodicea “Rule of the people; Self-Satisfication”
Apostasy; Great self delusion/deception; the turning away

W
atch!

H
old on

W
atch!

I’m
 com

ing for you!

Watch Out!
Judgment 

Ahead



5

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 9

Rev 3:14-22
[14] And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith
the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God;
[15] I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or 
hot.
[16] So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee 
out of my mouth.
[17] Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of 
nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and 
blind, and naked:
[18] I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and 
white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness 
do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.
[19] As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.
[20] Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open 
the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.
[21] To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also 
overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.
[22] He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.
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Geographic Position : Laodicea

Laodicea  [LAY ah duh SEE uh]

Located in the fertile Lycus Valley of 
the province of PHRYGIA 

• About 25 miles south of Philadelphia, 
• About 10 miles from Colossae. 
• About 40 miles east of Ephesus.
• On the banks of the river Lycus, a 
tributary of the Meander.

• On the major trade route from China

Large and prosperous
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Architecture: Laodicea

Laodicea stood about midway between 
the hot springs of its twin city of
Hierapolis and the cold waters of 
Colossae about 10 miles to the east.

Laodicea was fed by an aqueduct 
from Hieropolis’ hot springs, but the 
water was only lukewarm when it 
arrived in Laodicea.

Aqueduct

Aqueduct

Water Tower Plumbing
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History: Laodicea
2000 BC: The city was founded by the Ionians as a relatively small town named Diospolis, 

19th century BC: the Hittites added it to their empire. 

1,000 years later it was captured by the Phrygians and soon afterwards by the Lydians. 
It was renamed Rhoas

About 250 BC: It was taken by the Syrians
Antiochus II rebuilt the town and renamed it after his wife, Laodice.

About 190 BC: it became part of the Kingdom of Pergamos

It ultimately passed into the hands of the Roman Empire. 

According to Josephus, there was a large Jewish colony there.

60 AD: The city was destroyed by an earthquake as were Colossae and Hierapolis
Laodicea alone refused aid from Rome for rebuilding (note the self-sufficient attitude of 
the church of Laodicea).

The entire region because of it's wealth considered itself self sufficient - in need of no 
one or nothing’ It had become indifferent to spiritual needs - both it's own and of those 
around it – thought its material position was an indication of its spiritual condition.

Laodicea is now a deserted heap of ruins that the Turks call Eski Hisar, or "old castle."
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Attitude: Laodicea
Laodicea was never militarily defendable, so its strategic policy was to compromise 
with whoever happened to be in power.

Laodicea was as neutral as they could be - as accommodating as possible when it 
came to 'other' views, opinions and possiblities - especially concerning God's truths

As if voting on God's standards and proclamations somehow validate or vetoed 
them!

Note the Jesus conference voting on scripture in our day !
The watchword in Laodicea was:

“LET’S BE ALL INCLUSIVE”
“WE CAN ALL BE FRIENDS AND GET ALONG”

“COMPROMISE; BE RELAVANT”
Note: The similar drive and movements in our day !

They enjoyed debating doctrinal theory and philosophies and adapting their beliefs 
to whatever the latest ‘opinion poll’ said was right.   

(Note: Laodicea = lit: “rule of the people”)
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Economy: Laodicea
Located at the junction of roads leading from Ephesus and Smyrna
and handling caravan trade as far east as the Yellow River in 
Punjab by the China Sea, much wealth flowed through Laodicea. 

• It was a city of merchants, bankers, and gold refiners. 

• Cicero held court there and did his banking there.

Textile manufacturing was also a source of considerable revenue.

• Laodicea was also known for the quality of black wool 
produced from a particular strain of sheep bred in the Lycus
valley and for the cloth and carpets manufactured from it.

A famous school of medicine was there

• It was especially known for an ophthalmic ointment (a mixture 
of oil and the collyrium powder— described by Aristotle as 
“Phyrgian powder”)
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Architecture: Laodicea

A highly successful 
commercial and financial 

center, the ruins of multiple 
theatres, aqueducts, baths, a 
gymnasium and a race track 
still survive today providing 

evidence of its former luxury.

Gymnasium Interior Hippodrome Interior

Greek Theatre Interior
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New Testament History
The church there was probably founded by Epaphras. 

Epaphras, Tychicus, Onesimus, and Mark seem to have been the early messengers of the 
gospel there (Col. 1:7; 4:7-15).

Laodicea was a church for which Paul had a “great conflict” (Col. 2:1). 
Some of his epistles were possibly written in duplicate, with the name of some church other 
written in when the duplicate letter was sent to them. 
The epistle to the Colossians was to be read to the church at Laodicea, and the 
Colossians, in turn, were to read an epistle which Paul had addressed to the Laodiceans
(Col. 4:16).   

The letter addressed to the Laodiceans by Paul (Col. 4:16) has apparently been lost; 
some consider it to be a copy of the Ephesian letter

Paul’s first letter to Timothy was written by Paul from Laodicea (1 Tim 6:21). 
Some 30 years earlier than Jesus’ letter to Laodicea, Paul had warned Archippus
(thought by some to have been the son of Philemon) to be more diligent in fulfilling 
his ministry (Col 2:1; 4:16, 17). 

Tradition: Archippus had become the bishop of Laodicea.   If so, it may have been his 
weakness which contributed to the spiritual condition of the church here.

A church council was supposedly held at Laodicea (A. D. 344-363), but all that has 
come down to us are statements from other councils
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Rev 3:14 : Title
14] “And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These 
things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of 
the creation of God;”
Laodicea = “rule of the people” (vs. God). 

vs: Nicolaitans: Rule over laity; destruction of the people

Jesus introduces himself to them as the one who preceeded
creation, the true and faithful witness.  The Amen - the so be it - the 

one who speaks and it is so.    No debates…No votes…No 
discussion…

• Amen = true; verily (Rev 1:6,7,18 Isa 65:16). 
“The God of the Amen,” (Jn 14:6) 

• Faithful and True witness (Isa 55:4; Jn 18:37).
• “Beginning of creation of God”: 

Arche: Origin, source; used of rank and honor.  Unique expression 
here and in Col 1:15 (also see Col 1:16-19 )

He was the one upholding all things by His word.   
He has the first, last and final say in all things.

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 18

Rev 3:14-22

Interesting:  

If our tracking of church history via the letters holds true, 
this letter to Laodicea corresponds to the time when a 
denial of the creation (evolution) characterizes society?!

Do you prefer (contrary to fact) speculation 

- or -

the revelation of the One who actually did it?



10

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 19

2 Pet 3:1-9
This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir 
up your pure minds by way of remembrance: [2] That ye may be 
mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, 
and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour: 
[3] Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days 
scoffers, walking after their own lusts, [4] And saying, Where is 
the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all 
things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.
[5] For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the 
heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in 
the water:  [6] Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with 
water, perished:  [7] But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by 
the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of 
judgment and perdition of ungodly men.  [8] But, beloved, be not
ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day.  [9] The Lord is not slack 
concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is 
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance. 

Rev 3:14 cf: 2 PETER 3:1-9
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Rev 3:14 cf: 2 PETER 3:10-18
2 Pet 3:10-18

[10] But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the 
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 
[11] Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of 
persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, [12] Looking 
for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being 
on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?  [13] 
Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.  [14] Wherefore, beloved, seeing that 
ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, 
without spot, and blameless.  [15] And account that the longsuffering of our 
Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the 
wisdom given unto him hath written unto you;  [16] As also in all his epistles, 
speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be 
understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do 
also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.  [17] Ye therefore, 
beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led 
away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.  [18] But 
grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To 
him be glory both now and for ever. Amen. 
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Rev 3:?? - Commendation

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 22

Rev 3:15-17: Criticism
This is the only church for which our Lord expresses a form of disgust.

[15] I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert
cold or hot. [16] So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor 
hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. [17] Because thou sayest, I am rich, 
and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that 
thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:

“...thou art lukewarm”:   Lukewarm water is an emetic. 
Indifference is not tolerable. Hot Cold

Lukewarm
Love Hate

Indifference

Faith Fear

Doubt
Double mindedness

• Hope ????
• Joy ????
• Peace ????
• Patience ????

• Longsuffering…
• Gentleness…
• Goodness…
• Meekness…
• Temperance..

What about?:
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Rev 3:15-17: Criticism
[15] I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou
wert cold or hot. [16] So then because thou art lukewarm, and 
neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. [17] Because 
thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of 
nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked:

How many of the major denominations manifest a hot passion for the 
Gospel today?

2 Tim 3:5: “Having a form of godliness, but denying the power 
thereof: from such turn away.”

Is the Laodicean church included in John 14:2-3?

John 14:2-3  In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were 
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. [3] 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.
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Rev 3:15-17: Criticism
[15] I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou
wert cold or hot. [16] So then because thou art lukewarm, and 
neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. [17] Because 
thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of 
nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked:

Contrast with Smyrna: poor, but rich 

Note: All churches Jesus addressed letters to suffered from 
erroneous self-perceptions...

The ultimate rebuttal to self contentment and the spiritual 
complacency. 

This church was worse off than any of the previous! 

It is spiritually poverty-stricken
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Rev 3:18: Exhortation
[18] I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be 
rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of 
thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou
mayest see. [19] As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous 
therefore, and repent.
“counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire”: 

Laodicea was a great commerical and merchandising center
He speaks to the businessmen in their own terms. 

The ultimate Refiner’s fire “Gold”: Ps 19:7-11; 12:6; cf. 1 Cor 3:12.
Psalm 19:7-11 The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the 
Lord is sure, making wise the simple. [8] The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the 
heart: the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. [9] The fear of the 
Lord is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous 
altogether. [10] More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: 
sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. [11] Moreover by them is thy servant 
warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward. 

Psalm 12:6 The words of the Lord are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of 
earth, purified seven times. 

Cf: 1 Cor. 3:12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious 
stones, wood, hay, stubble; 
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Rev 3:18: Exhortation
[18] I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou
mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and 
that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine
eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. [19] As many as I love, I 
rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.

The Bridegroom offers His 
covering: 

White raiment, vs. glossy, 
raven colored (black) wool from 
the sheep raised in the area.   

Black Laodician wool was 
famous and sought after 

Today Sheep still graze 
among Laodician ruins
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Rev 3:18: Exhortation
[18] I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou
mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and 
that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine
eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.

“Anoint thine eyes”: 

The area around Laodicia was famous for a powder that was made 
into an eye salve and used for infections and a treatment for blindness

The Great Physician offers His remedy to really open their eyes
The anointing in the Scripture is always a symbol of the Holy Spirit. 
"Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts" 
(Zech. 4:6)

Their blindness and nakedness are not incurable.
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Rev 3:19: Exhortation
[19] As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, 
and repent.

Are you being rebuked 
and chastened? 

Are you zealous (“hot”) 
enough to repent? 

An inscription on the cathedral in Lubeck, Germany:

Thus speaketh Christ our Lord to us:
Ye call Me Master and obey Me not.

Ye call Me Light and see Me not.
Ye call Me Way and walk Me not.

Ye call Me Life and choose Me not.
Ye call Me Wise and follow Me not.

Ye call Me Fair and love Me not.
Ye call Me Rich and ask Me not.

Ye call Me Eternal and seek Me not.
Ye call Me Noble and serve Me not.

Ye call Me Gracious and trust Me not.
Ye call Me Might and honor Me not.

Ye call Me Just and fear Me not.
If I condemn you, blame Me not.
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Rev 3:20: Challenge

The church has used this verse as an invitation to the 
world & it certainly is that - but more than that it is the 
ultimate indictment of the church! 

Where is He? Outside the door! Who’s inside? 
There is no promise of delivery to this church Body! 

His appeal is not to the church but to individuals! 

In 1854 the English artist Holman Hunt painted Christ 
standing at the door. 

A critic noted that Hunt had left off the door handle 
Hunt answered his critic: 

“This door is a picture of the human heart.
The only handle is on the inside.”

Jesus will not force His entry.
Also note the weeds and vines.  

A door that is never used is soon overgrown…

[20] Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any 
man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come 
in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

Holman Hunt 1854Holman Hunt 1854

The Light of the WorldThe Light of the World
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Rev 3:20: Challenge

“Sup”: To eat; fellowship together

Jesus seldom, if ever appears after 
His resurrection without eating!

Has the church failed to tell you that you are a 
sinner? 

Has the church failed to deal with you as a lost 
individual? 

Has the church failed to offer you salvation in Jesus 
Christ alone? 

Has the church failed to proclaim the horrible 
consequences of sin, the certainty of hell, and the 
fact that Jesus alone can save? 

We must bring a message, not of culture, 
but of rebirth and new relationship with 
God through Jesus Christ.

[20] Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, 
and he with me.

Warren Solman 1940’s
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Rev 3:21: Promise
[21] To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, 
even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his 
throne.

On whose throne does Jesus say He is sitting?      

His Father’s throne; at his right hand
Heb 1:3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his 
person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by 
himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;
Heb 8:1 Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have 
such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in 
the heavens;
Heb 12:2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the 
joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set 
down at the right hand of the throne of God.
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Rev 3:21: Promise
[21] To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, 
even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his 
throne.
On whose throne does Jesus say we will sit with Him?

His own throne; promised to David by God – the throne of David
2 Sam 7:16 And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall 
be established for ever.

Ps 132:11-12 The LORD hath sworn in truth unto David; he will not turn from it; Of the fruit of thy 
body will I set upon thy throne.  (12)  If thy children will keep my covenant and my testimony that I shall 
teach them, their children shall also sit upon thy throne for evermore.

Isa 9:6-7 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace.   (7)  Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the 
throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from 
henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.
Jer 33:14-17 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will perform that good thing which I have 
promised unto the house of Israel and to the house of Judah.   (15)  In those days, and at that time, will I
cause the Branch of righteousness to grow up unto David; and he shall execute judgment and 
righteousness in the land.   (16)   In those days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell safely: and 
this is the name wherewith she shall be called, The LORD our righteousness.   (17)  For thus saith the 
LORD; David shall never want a man to sit upon the throne of the house of Israel; 
Luk 1:32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give
unto him the throne of his father David:
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Rev 3:21: Promise
[21] To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, 
even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his 
throne.

Mat 19:28 And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which 
have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the 
throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel.

Who will we judge and reign over with Him?

Israel;  Luke 22:30 That ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, 
and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

Angels; 1 Cor. 6:3 Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much 
more things that pertain to this life? 
Reign; 2 Tim. 2:12 If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny 
him, he also will deny us:

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 34

Rev 3:21: Promise

[21] To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as 
I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.

“Overcomers”

John 16:33   These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have 
peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world. 

1 Jn 5:4-5   For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is 
the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.   5 Who is he that
overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? 
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Rev 3:21: Promise
[21] To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I 

also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.
“When ???” ‘…til I make thine enemies thy footstool’ After God’s Wrath is poured out

Mat 22:44  The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy 
footstool?

Mar 12:36  For David himself said by the Holy Ghost, The LORD said to my Lord, Sit thou on my 
right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool.

Heb 1:13   But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until I make thine
enemies thy footstool?

Psalm 2:1-12   Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? [2] The 
kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord, 
and against his anointed, saying, [3] Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their 
cords from us. [4] He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in 
derision. [5] Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore 
displeasure. [6] Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. [7] I will declare the decree: 
the Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee. [8] Ask of me, 
and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth 
for thy possession. [9] Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in 
pieces like a potter's vessel. [10] Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye 
judges of the earth. [11] Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. [12] Kiss the 
Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. 
Blessed are all they that put their trust in him. 

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 36

Rev 2-3 Promises
ALL 7 PROMISES TO THE CHURCH'S OVERCOMERS 

INVOLVE SITUATIONS AND FEATURES OF THE 
AGES OF ETERNITY THAT ARE TO COME.

EPHESUS THE TREE OF LIFE REV 2:2
SMYRNA DELIVERANCE FROM THE 2nd DEATH REV 20:6
PERGAMOS A NEW NAME REV 22:4
THYATIRA THE MORNING STAR REV 22:16
SARDIS WHITE RAIMENT REV 19:8
PHILADELPHIA THE NEW JERUSALEM REV 22:2
LAODICEA SHARING CHRIST'S THRONE REV 20:4

ALL WILL BE FULLFILLED !
WHO WILL TAKE PART IN THE FULLFILLMENT.

He who overcomes… He that has an ear and who hears what the 
Spirit says to the churches.
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Rev 3:22 : Close

[22] He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches.

7X in Revelation, 7X in the Gospels

Matt 11:15 linked to the Kingdom of Heaven

John the Baptist greatest until now but the least in the Kingdom of Heaven is 
greater still  

The 7 Kingdom of Heaven parables: Matt 13:9, 43 Mark 4:23 Luke 8:8 

Mark 7:16 

It’s not things that enter in from without that defile but the things that come out of a 
man are the things that defile him. 

Luke 14:35 Count the cost and persevere. 

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 38

Rev 3:14-22 Free Translation: Laodicea
14 And to the messenger of the Church in Laodicea write: These things
saith the Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the 
creation of God;   15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor 
hot: I wish thou wert cold or hot.   16 So because thou art lukewarm, 
and neither hot nor cold, I am about to spew thee out of My mouth.
17 Because thou sayest, I am rich and have been made rich, and have 
need of nothing, and knowest not that thou art the wretched one, and 
the miserable one, and poor, and blind, and naked:   18  I counsel thee 
to buy from Me gold refined by fire, so that thou mayest become rich; 
and white raiment, that thou mayest clothe thyself, and the shame of thy 
nakedness be not made manifest; and eye salve to anoint thine eyes 
that thou mayest see. 19 As many as I love, I convict and discipline: 
Be zealous, therefore, and repent.
20 Behold I stand at the door and knock: if anyone hear My voice, and 
open the door, I will come in to him and sup with him, and he with Me.   
21 The one who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit with Me in My
throne, even as I also overcame, and sat down with My Father on His 
throne.   22   Let him who has an ear hear what the Spirit is saying to the 
Churches.  
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7 Churches Chart

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 40

Letters to the 7 churches:   “TO”
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Letters to the 7 churches:  “I AM”

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 42

Letters to the 7 churches: “I Know”
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Letters to the 7 churches: “Nevertheless”

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 44

Letters to the 7 churches:  “If-Then”
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Letters to the 7 churches: “To HIM / HE that overcomes”

Note: Promises are to individuals;
Uses ‘personal pronouns’ – He / Him;

Not to churches or groups: You / They / Them

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 46

The final 4 churches. 
THE CURRENT FALSE CHURCH – Heresy and compromise in the church

• Thyatira who is warned that unless they repent they will be cast “into great 
tribulation”.

THE CURRENT DEAD RELIGIOUS CHURCH – Rapture surprises them

• Sardis who is then warned to hold fast and repent or “I will come on thee as a 
thief; and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.   
(SURPRISE !!!  It was really true all along… Cf: 10 virgins in Matthew 25 ??? )

THE CURRENT PATIENT, FAITHFUL CHURCH – No wrath, No time of temptation

• Philadelphia is promised to be kept “from the hour of temptation, which 
shall come upon the whole world, to try them that dwell upon the earth”
(cf:  1 Thes 5 - Children of the day; not night)

THE JUDGED APOSTATE CHURCH – Organized church during the tribulation ???

• Laodicea is told it will be spewed out of the Lord’s mouth.   The Lord’s appeal 
changes from an appeal to the church to an appeal to ‘any man’ who hears 
His voice and opens the door… Matthew 10:32 / Luke 12:8

Check out Matthew 13 and be prepared for some surprises.
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Seven Churches
Titus
Philemon
Timothy (1/2)
Hebrews (unsigned)

Jesus Paul ?? Theme ??
Ephesus Ephesus Doctrine over Love
Smyrna Philippians Joy Throughout Suffering
Pergamos Corinthians (1/2) Mixed Marriage with the world
Thyatira Galatians Abandoned truth
Sardis Romans Form without substance
Philadelphia Thessalonians (1/2) Looking for Jesus return
Laodicea Colossians Apostasy; Broken relationshipTo

 C
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The 7 Church Letters
JESUS The 7 Kingdom Parables

PAUL Rev. 2 & 3 Matthew 13
Ephesus Ephesus The Sower and 4 Soils
Philippians Smyrna The Tares and the Wheat
Corinthians Pergamos The Mustard Seed
Galatians Thyatira The Woman & the Leaven
Romans Sardis The Treasure in the Field
Thessalonians Philadelphia The Pearl of Great Price
Colossians Laodicea The Dragnet

7 Letters- 7 Kingdom Parables
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Prophetic
Profile?

Ephesus Smyrna Pergamos Thyatira Sardis Philadelphia Laodicea
Name Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Title Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Commendation Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes No
Concerns Yes No Yes Yes Yes No Yes

Exhortation Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes Yes Yes

Promise to 
Overcomer "He that hath an ear. Let him hear what the Spiriti hath to say to the Churches."

Promises in body of Letter

Promises Post-scripted

Group B
Promises are in the
body of the Letter

Group A
Promises 
Post-Scripted

Ephesus

?

?

The Apostolic Church

The Persecuted Church

The Married Church

The Medieval Church

Denominational Church

Apostate Church
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Smyrna

Pergamos

Thyatira

Sardis

Philadelphia

Laodicea 

Missionary  Church
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The Seven Kingdom Parables

Paul’s letters to Individuals
Titus
Philemon
Timothy (1st / 2nd) 
Hebrews (Unsigned)

Matthew
Mark 
Luke - Acts
John – 1/2/3 John - Revelation 

James
Jude
1 / 2 Peter

Written by others

PAUL JESUS
Rev. 2 & 3 Matthew 13

Ephesus Ephesus The Sower and 4 Soils
Philippians Smyrna The Tares and the Wheat
Corinthians Pergamos The Mustard Seed
Galatians Thyatira The Woman & the Leaven
Romans Sardis The Treasure in the Field
Thessalonians Philadelphia The Pearl of Great Price
Colossians Laodicea The Dragnet

Letters to Seven Churches
The Seven Kingdom Parables


