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The Gospels Part 10

#54  7 Kingdom Parables

PARABLE #1 OF THE SOWER 
SEA OF GALILEE NEAR 

CAPERNAUM

1

What Scripture say is so – is so !!
We are not free to ignore it or change it.

There is much detail that Scripture does not elaborate upon.

-- They are left ‘vacant’ since they are not necessary to the story, point 
or principle that God is communicating to us.

-- The ‘missing’ detail can often be useful to our understanding of the 
times, and customs of what Scripture says and can be ascertained 
using historical information and good use of logic and God directed 
common sense to fill in those details.

We are free to do this so long as:

• We do not obscure God’s message contained in what He has 
revealed to us in Scripture.

• We do not alter, revise, or explain away what Scripture does say 
in order to fit our “theory” into God’s account.

• We recognize that anything and everything other than what 
Scripture actually reveals is only a possibility no matter how 
‘probable’ it seems to be.
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Harmony of the Gospels   52-58
52. JESUS TEACHES HIS DISCIPLES AND THE MULTITUDES –

GALILEE LU 12.1-12.59

53. SLAUGHTER OF CERTAIN GALILEAN; PARABLE OF THE 
BARREN FIG TREE - GALILEE LU 13.1-13.9

54. PARABLE OF THE SOWER - SEA OF GALILEE NEAR 
CAPERNAUM MT 13.1-13.23     MK 4.1-4.25     LU 8.4-8.18

55. PARABLE OF THE TARES; OTHER PARABLES - NEAR 
CAPERNAUM MT 13.24-13.53     MK 4.26-4.34

56. JESUS INSTRUCTS THE DISCIPLES TO CROSS THE LAKE; 
VARIOUS INCIDENTS; THE STORM IS STILLED - SEA OF 
GALILEE MT 8.18-8.27     MK 4.35-4.41     LU 8.22-8.25

57. THE DEMONIACS OF GADARA - NEAR THE SEA OF GALILEE 
MT 8.28-9.1     MK 5.1-5.21     LU 8.26-8.40

58. LEVI'S FEAST; TEACHING CONCERNING FASTING –
CAPERNAUM MT 9.10-17     MK 2.15-2.22     LU 5.29-5.39

Harmony of the Gospels   59-64
59. THE RAISING OF JAIRUS'S DAUGHTER; THE WOMAN WITH 

THE ISSUE OF BLOOD - CAPERNAUM MT 9.18-9.26     MK 5.22-
5.43     LU 8.41-8.56

60. TWO BLIND MEN HEALED AND A DUMB SPIRIT IS CAST OUT -
CAPERNAUM? MT 9.27-9.34

61. JESUS VISITS NAZARETH AGAIN AND IS REJECTED AGAIN –
NAZARETH MT 13.54-13.58     MK 6.1-6.6

62. A THIRD TRIP AROUND GALILEE; THE TWELVE INSTRUCTED 
AND SENT OUT - GALILEE MT 9.35     MT 10.1     MT 10.5-11.1     
MK 6.6-6.13     LU 9.1-9.6

63. HEROD BELIEVES JESUS TO BE JOHN THE BAPTIST WHOM 
HE HAD JUST BEHEADED - GALILEE/PEREA? MT 14.1-14.2     
MT 14.6-14.12 MK 6.14-6.16 MK 6.21-29     LU 9.7-9.9

64. THE TWELVE RETURN AND WITH JESUS CROSS THE SEA OF 
GALILEE, 5,000 ARE FED - CAPERNAUM, N.E. COAST OF THE 
SEA OF GALILEEMT 14.13-21 MK 6.30-6.44     LU 9.10-9.17     
JN 6.1-6.14
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If
• God is with us, now (and He is)

• We are in Christ, now (and we are)
• God, the Holy Spirit, is in us, now (and He is)

Then, 
How can He get any closer to us?   Or us to Him?

Jesus coming again is a future event we look 
forward to.

God’s presence is here and now just as much as it 
will be then and there!

If so, Then,
Do not let the prospect of Jesus coming rob you 

of His presence with you now.

• Yes, we look for His coming, His return
• Yes, we expect it

• It is the source of our hope,

Not that we are separated from Him now,
But, that then He will reign and rule not over us 

only but over all men everywhere.

Kingdom of God
Where God rules and reigns

Kingdom 
of Heaven

Kingdom Israel expected
(covenant promise)

Day of the Lord

Millennial (Earthly)
Kingdom

The Body of Christ

New Creation in Christ

Hidden mystery in OT

Old passed away,
All things newTh
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18 Contrasts Between the Two Kingdoms:

Kingdom of Heaven Kingdom of God

1. Messiah as king God as King 
(Joh 18:37; Rev 20:6) (1Co 15:28)

2. From heaven In heaven and earth 
(Joh 18:36; Dan 7:13) (Psa 103:19)

3. Upon earth only In heaven and earth 
(Joh 18:37; Rev 5:10) (1Co 15:28)

4. Scope limited Scope unlimited 
(Zec 14:9) (Rev 4:11; Rev 5:11)

5. Political Moral and spiritual 
(Isa 9:7; Dan 7:14) (Rom 14:17)

6. Future Past, present, and future 
(Mat 6:10; 2Ti 4:1) (Psa 90:2)

7. Under Christ God over all 
(Psa 103:19) (Psa 2:6; Luk 1:32-33)
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18 Contrasts Between the Two Kingdoms:
Kingdom of Heaven Kingdom of God

8. Given to Christ Not given 
(Psa 10:16) (Dan 7:13-14; Luk 1:32)

9. Begins at second coming Is now 
(Psa 90:2) (Zec 14:1-21; 2Ti 4:1)

10. Under heaven only . Over all 
(Psa 103:19) (Dan 7:27; Rev 11:15)

11. Jewish—earthly Angelic—heavenly 
(Isa 9:7; Luk 1:33) (Rev 5:11)

12. Local—planetary Universal, interplanetary 
(Rev 11:15) (Rev 5:13)

13. Earthly capital Heavenly capital 
(Isa 2:3; Zec 14:1-21) (Heb 12:22)

14. Dispensational in purpose Eternal in purpose 
(1Co 15:24-28) (Eph 3:11)

54
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18 Contrasts Between the Two Kingdoms:
Kingdom of Heaven Kingdom of God

15. Has a beginning Timeless—endless 
(2Ti 4:1; Mat 6:10) (Psa 90:2)

16. Tares in it now Only born-again ones in it 
(Mat 13:38-50) (Joh 3:5)

17. Comes with outward show
(Mat 24:29-31; Mat 25:31-46; 
2Th 1:7-10; Jud 1:14; 
Zec 14:1-5; Dan 7:13-14; 
Rev 19:11-21) Without show 

(Luk 17:20; Rom 14:17; 1Co 4:20)

18. "Flesh and blood" inherits it, for it is for earthly, natural people 
(Psa 37:11; Mat 5:5; Mat 25:34; 
Dan 7:18, Dan 7:28; Eze 43:7) 

Only resurrected, glorified saints inherit it 
(Rom 8:17; 1Co 15:50-58; Rev 21:7)

54
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Gospel of the 
Kingdom of Heaven Paul’s Gospel

11

Gospel the Kingdom of Heaven Paul’s Gospel

Repent and be baptized Who do you say that I am 
Keep the Law Jesus, the Son of God
Coming, conquering King 2 Cor 5:17-21
The promised Messiah 1 Cor 15:3-4
National for Israel Personal for all mankind
A kingdom on earth Body of Christ
A new covenant Temple of God
Looking for the millennium Looking for the rapture

Heaven rules on the 
Earth from Israel

- Natural, Physical -

Heaven rules in each 
believer / follower
- Spiritual, Moral -

54
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Gospel of the Kingdom Gospel of the Grace of God

Proclaimed by John the Baptizer, Jesus, 
and the Twelve

Proclaimed by Paul

Preached to Jew only (with 2 exceptions) Preached primarily to Gentiles

Required repentance, baptism, and faith, 
i.e., faith + works

Required faith only, i.e., faith + ∅

Content of faith was that Jesus was the 
Messiah, the Son of God

Content of faith is trust in the death and 
resurrection of Christ

Began with John the Baptizer and ended 
during the Acts period.   Reprises after 

the Rapture

Began after Jesus commissioned Paul 
as apostle of the Gentiles

Ended in Jewish unbelief.   Will reprise 
after the Body of Christ is completed.   
Ends in Jewish belief–and fulfills the 

“great commission”

Ends with completion of the Body of 
Christ composed of Jews and Gentiles 

(Rapture)

Gospel during Jesus’ earthly ministry into 
Acts.   Future “great commission” gospel 

Body of Christ is complete

Our present gospel–until Body of Christ 
is completed

54
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God dealing with Mankind

The Church

Believers
Unbelievers
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TribulationHis BodyHis Bride

• Israel according to 
promises

• Church according to faith

• Unbelievers according to 
deeds - Sins unforgiven

Millennium

Conscience

Promise >> Law
• Compliance
• Repentance

• Sacrifice

Jews and Gentiles
• Belief in Jesus
• New Creations

• Born Again
• Redeemed 
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The Kingdom Turning Point

54

Matthew 12 ends the presentation of the Kingdom to Israel. 

The rejection of Jesus Christ did not begin at the cross, but 
in Matthew Chapter 12. 

Jesus will only speak publicly in parables from this point 
onward…

Matthew 13 is a definite turning-point in the ministry of Jesus. 

At the beginning of his ministry Jesus taught in the 
synagogues; but now we find him teaching on the 
seashore. 

14

Jesus teaches using Parables54

The synagogues were not yet shut to the Lord but they were closing. 

Jesus would continue to be welcomed in the synagogue by the 
common people but the leaders of Jews were now in open 
opposition to him. 

When Jesus entered a synagogue, He would find an eager crowd of 
listeners but He would also find a critical company of Scribes and 
Pharisees and elders weighing and sifting every word who were trying 
to find something with which to charge Him.   

It was their “job” to weed out heresy and false teaching….

So, they were watching His every action and listening to every 
word He spoke but not to test it rather to turn it into an 
accusation against Him.

They were probably watching and listening more attentively than 
the crowds of common folk who welcomed Him.

15

Jesus moves out of the 
Synagogues

54

Jesus took to the open air and taught men in the village 
streets, and on the roads, on the hillsides, and by the lake-
side, and in their own homes. 

The one who has 

a real message to deliver, and 

a true desire to deliver it, 

will always find a way of giving it to men

16
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Mt 13.11    Mk 4.11    Lu 8.4-8.18
WHY PARABLES ?

[Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven, but to them it is not given] 

Seven reasons for using parables:

1. To reveal truth in a form intended to create more interest 
(Mat 13:10-11, 16)

2. To make known new truths to interested hearers (Mat 13:11-12, 16-17)

3. To make known mysteries by comparison with things already known 
(Mat 13:11)

4. To conceal truth from disinterested hearers and rebels at heart 
(Mat 13:11-15)

5. To add truth to those who love it and want more of it (Mat 13:12)

6. To take truth away from those who hate and do not want it (Mat 13:12)

7. To fulfill prophecy (Mat 13:14-17, 35)

54

17

Greek: parabole (G3850), 54

• a comparison (Mar 4:30); 
• figure (Heb 9:9; Heb 11:19); 
• proverb (Luk 4:23); and 
• an illustration (Mat 13:3, Mat 13:10, Mat 13:13, Mat 13:18, Mat 13:24, 

Mat 13:31-36, Mat 13:53; Mat 15:15; Mat 21:33, Mat 21:45; Mat 22:1; 
Mat 24:32; etc.). 

The word “parable” means “to throw alongside.” 

It is literally something thrown alongside something else.

Something in the kingdom of heaven was compared with – thrown 
along side of something on earth.

Jesus used familiar images to help explain the spiritual truths in His message 
about “the kingdom” (Mk 4:11, 26, 30).

Jesus used His parables to interest the careless and instruct the concerned 
and at the same time conceal the truth from His enemies who would use it 
against Him (Mk 4:10–12).

18

PARABLES:  Familiar teaching method54

When Jesus used parables to teach, he was using a method that 
the Jewish people were familiar.  They are truth in pictures. 

The Rabbis habitually used parables in their teaching. 

There are parables in the Old Testament:

EG.  The story of the one ewe lamb that Nathan told to David 
when he had Uriah killed and taken possession of his wife, 
Bathsheba (2Sam 12:1-7). 

Jesus had used similes in smaller ways in the past.
• The salt and the light (Matt 5:13-16).
• The birds and the lilies (Matt 6:26-30).
• The wise and the foolish builder (Matt 7:24-27).
• The illustration of the garments and the wine-skins (Matt 9:16-17).
• The picture of the children playing in the market-place (Matt 11:16-17) 

are all “Mini-parables”. 

Now Jesus begins to teach using parables – stories – exclusively. 19

Parables =  Stories54

A simile compares something with something else to make a point.

The parable puts a truth in the form of a story.

It attaches a spiritual, eternal truth to an earthly example leading one from 
something familiar on earth to heaven, while the message of truth it 
conveys is delivered from heaven to apply to life on earth.

Jesus did not often publicly explain His parables

A parable enables and compels a hearer to discover truth for himself.   It 
does not do a man's thinking for him; it says, 

Here is a story.    - the What
What is the truth in it?    - the So What 

What does it mean for you?     - the Now What

“Think it out for yourself” 

Result:   It may strike one person one way and another in a different way.

The Lord had His reason and point in mind.   Let the Holy Spirit speak to you. 20
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Parables: Understanding Heaven’s thoughts…54

It is useless to expect earthly minds to understand heaven’s thoughts 
so he put the heavenly ideas into familiar earthly stories.

To teach people about things they do not understand, we must begin 
by using things they already understand. 

The parable begins with material which every man understands 
because it is within his own experience, 

From there it leads him to the things which he does not 
understand opening his understanding of those things which he 
has failed to comprehend. 

The parable opens a man's mind and eyes by beginning from where 
he is; leading him on to where he ought to be. 

21

Parables:  Are you listening?
Can you hear me now?

54

Jesus used the parabolic method of teaching to make people listen. 

He was dealing with a crowd in the open air who were quite free 
to walk away at any time. 

Therefore, the first essential was to interest them. 

People will not listen and their attention cannot be retained unless 
they are interested.   

One sure way to interest people is to tell them stories to which 
they can relate.    Stories coming from their own experience.

People will retain an abstract spiritual concept much better, and 
much longer, if they can connect it to some common earthly 
experience.

22

Parables: Heaven’s rifle shots…54

The parable compels the interested, diligent hearer to think about it 
and draw his own conclusions and at the same time makes truth real 
to him and fixes it in his memory. 

But, the parable also conceals its truth from those who are either 
too lazy to think or too blinded by prejudice to see. 

The parable puts the responsibility squarely on the individual hearer.

• It reveals God’s truth to the one who desires and seeks truth.

• It conceals God’s truth from the one who does not wish to seed 
or will not accept the truth. 

Parables, as Jesus used them, were spoken; not read. 

Their impact had to be immediate, not the result of long study 
with commentaries and dictionaries. 

They made spiritual truth flash upon the hearer like the lightning 
that suddenly illuminates a dark night. 23

Parables:  Who, What, When, Where ???54

For us it means that we must amass every possible detail about the 
background of life in Palestine, so that the parable will strike us as it did those 
who heard it for the first time. 

We must hear and think about the parable imagining ourselves back in 
time, into the minds of those who were listening to Jesus. 

Generally speaking a parable will have only one point. 

A parable is not an allegory; which is a story where every possible detail 
has an inner meaning; 

An allegory has to be read and studied; 

A parable has to be heard.   A Parable delivers an AH-HA moment…
The parables were spontaneous not detailed well thought out 
theological dissertations.

We must be careful not to turn the parables into allegories 

We must remember that they were designed to make one stabbing truth flash 
out at a man the moment he heard it.   

Don’t dissect a parable until you understand the main point, the reason it 
was spoken.   And, never lose sight of that main point as you dissect it.

24
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Matthew 13:  Kingdom Parables
54

Matthew 13 relates 7 parables, the first 2 are later explained in 
private. 

He gives these 2  parables publicly and then privately he 
explains them to His disciples when they ask about them.

“Why do you speak in parables?”   Matthew 13:10-17 

Jesus gives the first parable in Matthew 13:1 and in Luke 8:5 

Generally speaking, parables are NOT evangelistic in nature.

Jesus says He is teaching in parables so that only those 
seeking will be enlightened by the Holy Spirit and will 
understand. 

If you need help understanding a parable, 

it’s a spiritual issue — not an intellectual problem.  

Pray it through.   Let God speak as He has spoken.

25

12 Kingdom Parables

26

Sower and the Seed Matt 13:18-23 
Tares and Wheat Matt 13:24-30 
Mustard Seed Matt 13:31-32 
Woman and Leaven Matt 13:33 
Treasure in the Field Matt 13:34 
Pearl of Great Price Matt 13:45-46 
Dragnet Matt 13:47-50 
Forgiveness of Debts Matt 18:23-35
Latecomers equally paid Matt 20:1-16
Guests at Marriage Feast Matt 22:1-14 *
Ten Virgins Matt 25:1-13
Stewardship of Talents Matt 25:14-30 *

* the darkness outside

8 February 2019
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant   

as always: Acts 17:11  1 Thess 5:21 27

1] The Sower and Four Soils (v.3 - 9)

[Interpretation in private] (v.18 - 23)

2] The Tares and the Wheat (v.24 - 30)

[Interpretation in private] (v.36 - 43)

3] The Mustard Seed (v.31 - 32)

4] The Woman and the Leaven (v.33)

5] The Treasure in the Field (v.44)

6] The Pearl of Great Price (v.45 - 46)

7] The Dragnet (v.47 - 50)

Something new, something old (v.51 - 52)

Denouncement (v.53f)

The Matthew 13 - Kingdom Parables

54

8 February 2019
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant   

as always: Acts 17:11  1 Thess 5:21 28

The Soils:
The sower, the seed and the field

Parable #1

25
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PARABLE OF THE SOWER - SEA OF GALILEE NEAR 
CAPERNAUM       Mt 13.1-4    Mk 4.1-4   Lu 8.4-5

Matthew 13

[1] The same day went Jesus 
out of the house, and sat by 
the sea side.  [2] And great 
multitudes were gathered 
together unto him, so that he 
went into a ship, and sat;  
and the whole multitude 
stood on the shore.   [3] And 
he spake many things unto 
them in parables, saying, 

Behold, a sower went forth to 
sow;

[4] And when he sowed, 
some seeds fell by the way 
side, and the fowls came and 
devoured them up:.

54

Mark 4

[1] And he began again to 
teach by the sea side: and 
there was gathered unto him 
a great multitude, so that he 
entered into a ship, and sat 
in the sea;  and the whole 
multitude was by the sea on 
the land.  [2] And he taught 
them many things by 
parables, and said unto them 
in his doctrine,

[3] Hearken;  Behold, there 
went out a sower to sow:

[4] And it came to pass, as 
he sowed, some fell by the 
way side, and the fowls of 
the air came and devoured it 
up.

Luke 8

[4] And when much people 
were gathered together, and 
were come to him out of 
every city, he spake by a 
parable:

[5] A sower went out to sow 
his seed: 

and as he sowed, some fell 
by the way side;  and it was 
trodden down, and the fowls 
of the air devoured it.

29

PARABLE OF THE SOWER - SEA OF GALILEE NEAR 
CAPERNAUM       Mt 13.5-9    Mk 4.5-9   Lu 8.6-8

Matthew 13

[5] Some fell upon stony 
places, where they had not 
much earth: and forthwith they 
sprung up, because they had 
no deepness of earth:  [6] And 
when the sun was up, they 
were scorched;  and because 
they had no root, they withered 
away.

[7] And some fell among 
thorns;  and the thorns sprung 
up, and choked them:

[8] But other fell into good 
ground, and brought forth fruit, 
some an hundredfold, some 
sixtyfold, some thirtyfold.

[9] Who hath ears to hear, let 
him hear.

54

Mark 4

[5] And some fell on stony 
ground, where it had not much 
earth;  and immediately it 
sprang up, because it had no 
depth of earth:  [6] But when the 
sun was up, it was scorched;  
and because it had no root, it 
withered away.

[7] And some fell among thorns, 
and the thorns grew up, and 
choked it, and it yielded no fruit.

[8] And other fell on good 
ground, and did yield fruit that 
sprang up and increased;  and 
brought forth, some thirty, and 
some sixty, and some an 
hundred.

[9] And he said unto them, He 
that hath ears to hear, let him 
hear.

Luke 8

[6] And some fell upon a 
rock;  and as soon as it was 
sprung up, it withered away, 
because it lacked moisture.

[7] And some fell among 
thorns; and the thorns 
sprang up with it, and 
choked it.

[8] And other fell on good 
ground, and sprang up, and 
bare fruit an hundredfold. 

And when he had said these 
things, he cried, He that hath 
ears to hear, let him hear. 30

PARABLE OF THE SOWER - SEA OF GALILEE NEAR 
CAPERNAUM       Mt 13.10-13    Mk 4.10-12   Lu 8.9-10

Matthew 13

[10] And the disciples came, 
and said unto him, Why 
speakest thou unto them in 
parables?

[11] He answered and said 
unto them, Because it is given 
unto you to know the mysteries 
of the kingdom of heaven, but 
to them it is not given.

[12] For whosoever hath, to 
him shall be given, and he 
shall have more abundance: 
but whosoever hath not, from 
him shall be taken away even 
that he hath.

[13] Therefore speak I to them 
in parables: because they 
seeing see not;  and hearing 
they hear not, neither do they 
understand.

54

Mark 4

[10] And when he was alone, 
they that were about him with 
the twelve asked of him the 
parable.

[11] And he said unto them, 
Unto you it is given to know 
the mystery of the kingdom 
of God: but unto them that 
are without, all these things 
are done in parables:

[12] That seeing they may 
see, and not perceive;  and 
hearing they may hear, and 
not understand;  lest at any 
time they should be 
converted, and their sins 
should be forgiven them.

Luke 8

[9] And his disciples asked 
him, saying, What might this 
parable be?

[10] And he said, Unto you it 
is given to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom of 
God: but to others in 
parables;  that seeing they 
might not see, and hearing 
they might not understand.

31

PARABLE OF THE SOWER - SEA OF GALILEE NEAR 
CAPERNAUM       Mt 13.14-17

Matthew 13

[14] And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which 
saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand;  
and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive:

[15] For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their 
ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed;  
lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear 
with their ears, and should understand with their heart, 
and should be converted, and I should heal them.

[16] But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your 
ears, for they hear.

[17] For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and 
righteous men have desired to see those things which ye 
see, and have not seen them;  and to hear those things 
which ye hear, and have not heard them.

54
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PARABLE OF THE SOWER - SEA OF GALILEE NEAR 
CAPERNAUM       Mt 13.18-21    Mk 4.13-17    Lu 8.11-13

Matthew 13

[18] Hear ye therefore the 
parable of the sower.

[19] When any one heareth
the word of the kingdom, and 
understandeth it not, then 
cometh the wicked one, and 
catcheth away that which 
was sown in his heart. This is 
he which received seed by 
the way side.

[20] But he that received the 
seed into stony places, the 
same is he that heareth the 
word, and anon with joy 
receiveth it;

[21] Yet hath he not root in 
himself, but dureth for a 
while: for when tribulation or 
persecution ariseth because 
of the word, by and by he is 
offended.

54

Mark 4

[13] And he said unto them, Know 
ye not this parable? and how then 
will ye know all parables?

[14] The sower soweth the word.

[15] And these are they by the 
way side, where the word is sown;  
but when they have heard, Satan 
cometh immediately, and taketh
away the word that was sown in 
their hearts.

[16] And these are they likewise 
which are sown on stony ground;  
who, when they have heard the 
word, immediately receive it with 
gladness;  [17] And have no root 
in themselves, and so endure but 
for a time: afterward, when 
affliction or persecution ariseth for 
the word's sake, immediately they 
are offended.

Luke 8

[11] Now the parable is 
this: The seed is the word 
of God.

[12] Those by the way side 
are they that hear;  then 
cometh the devil, and 
taketh away the word out of 
their hearts, lest they 
should believe and be 
saved.

[13] They on the rock are 
they, which, when they 
hear, receive the word with 
joy;  and these have no 
root, which for a while 
believe, and in time of 
temptation fall away.
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PARABLE OF THE SOWER - SEA OF GALILEE NEAR 
CAPERNAUM       Mt 13.22-23    Mk 4.18-20   Lu 8.14-15

Matthew 13

[22] He also that received seed 
among the thorns is he that 
heareth the word;  and the care 
of this world, and the 
deceitfulness of riches, choke 
the word, and he becometh
unfruitful.

[23] But he that received seed 
into the good ground is he that 
heareth the word, and 
understandeth it;  which also 
beareth fruit, and bringeth
forth, some an hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty.
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Mark 4

[18] And these are they which 
are sown among thorns;  
such as hear the word,

[19] And the cares of this 
world, and the deceitfulness 
of riches, and the lusts of 
other things entering in, 
choke the word, and it 
becometh unfruitful.

[20] And these are they which 
are sown on good ground;  
such as hear the word, and 
receive it, and bring forth fruit, 
some thirtyfold, some sixty, 
and some an hundred.

Lu 8.4-8.18

[14] And that which fell 
among thorns are they, 
which, when they have 
heard, go forth, and are 
choked with cares and 
riches and pleasures of this 
life, and bring no fruit to 
perfection.

[15] But that on the good 
ground are they, which in an 
honest and good heart, 
having heard the word, keep 
it, and bring forth fruit with 
patience.
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PARABLE OF THE SOWER - SEA OF GALILEE NEAR 
CAPERNAUM       Mk 4.21-25   Lu 8.16-18
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Mark 4

[21] And he said unto them, Is a candle 
brought to be put under a bushel, or 
under a bed? and not to be set on a 
candlestick?

[22] For there is nothing hid, which shall 
not be manifested;  neither was any thing 
kept secret, but that it should come 
abroad.

[23] If any man have ears to hear, let him 
hear.

[24] And he said unto them, Take heed 
what ye hear: with what measure ye 
mete, it shall be measured to you: and 
unto you that hear shall more be given.  
[25] For he that hath, to him shall be 
given: and he that hath not, from him shall 
be taken even that which he hath.

Lu 8.4-8.18

[16] No man, when he hath lighted a 
candle, covereth it with a vessel, or 
putteth it under a bed;  but setteth it on 
a candlestick, that they which enter in 
may see the light.

[17] For nothing is secret, that shall not 
be made manifest;  neither any thing 
hid, that shall not be known and come 
abroad.

[18] Take heed therefore how ye hear: 
for whosoever hath, to him shall be 
given;  and whosoever hath not, from 
him shall be taken even that which he 
seemeth to have.
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Parable of the Sower – THE SOILS
Mt 13.1-13.23   Mk 4.1-4.25   Lu 8.4-8.18
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This is the parable of the sower and the four soils.  

• The seed is the Word of God. 

• The four soils relate to four heart conditions of the hearers: 

1)  Hard soil        Satan can steal the seed away; 

2)  Rocky soil      Shallow; no depth of commitment

3)  Thorny soil     The cares of the world choke it out; 

4)  Good soil       Takes root, bears fruit, endures. 
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8 February 2019
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant   

as always: Acts 17:11  1 Thess 5:21 37

Matthew 13:1    Setting the scene:
"The same day went Jesus out of the house, 

and sat by the seaside."

Matt 12:1-9 the Pharisees challenge the disciples of Christ because 
they had plucked the ears of corn on the Sabbath day.   

The Lord vindicates them. 

Matt 12:14 Then the Pharisees went out, and held a council against 
Him, how they might destroy Him 

The first time that we read anything like this in Matthew’s 
Gospel.

Matt 12:22-23 Then a man was brought to Him who was possessed 
with a demon, blind, and dumb; and He healed him.   

Not only was he freed from the demon but he who was “blind 
and dumb both spake and saw.”
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8 February 2019
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant   

as always: Acts 17:11  1 Thess 5:21 38

Matthew 13:1    Setting the scene:
"The same day went Jesus out of the house, 

and sat by the seaside."

This was the most remarkable miracle that the Lord Jesus had 
performed so far… 

It created great impression on those who witnessed it: "and all the 
people were amazed, and said, Is not this the Son of David ?“

— not "is not this the Son of God?" but "the Son of David“,  

i.e., the Messiah Himself. 

Matt 12:34-37 But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow 
doth not cast out demons, but by Beelzebub the prince of the demons

There they committed the sin for which there was no forgiveness  -

God, the Holy Spirit had shown them the power and truth 
of God and they blasphemed His testimony – called him a 
liar – an evil demon.

8 February 2019
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant   

as always: Acts 17:11  1 Thess 5:21 39

Matt 12:46-50   
Who is my mother and my brothers

46  While he yet talked to the people, behold, his mother and 
his brethren stood without, desiring to speak with him. 

47  Then one said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy 
brethren stand without, desiring to speak with thee. 

48  But he answered and said unto him that told him, Who is 
my mother? and who are my brethren? 

49  And he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, and 
said, Behold my mother and my brethren! 

50  For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in 
heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother. 
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Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant   

as always: Acts 17:11  1 Thess 5:21 40

Matt 12:46-50       Who are my family ???
Chapter 12 closes by telling us that while Christ yet talked to the 
people one said unto Him, 

"Behold, Thy mother and Thy brethren stand without, desiring to 
speak with Thee."

In reply, He asked, "Who is My mother? and who are My brethren?"

Then He stretched forth His hand toward His disciples and said, 

"Behold My mother and My brethren!  For whosoever shall do the 
will of My Father which is in Heaven, the same is My brother and 
sister, and mother" (vv. 46, 50).

This was a severing of fleshly and earthly ties: 

• it denoted the Savior’s break with Israel: 

• it announced that henceforth He would only acknowledge as His 
kinsmen those who did the will of His Father which was in 
Heaven.
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8 February 2019
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant   

as always: Acts 17:11  1 Thess 5:21 41

Matthew 13:1-2 – That same day…
1  The same day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the sea side. 

2  And great multitudes were gathered together unto him, so that he 
went into a ship, and sat; and the whole multitude stood on the shore.

Matthew 13 supplies the first key to the interpretation of what follows. 

The parables of this chapter were spoken by Christ "the same day" 

• as when the Pharisees had taken council together to destroy Him, 
• as when they had committed the unpardonable sin, 
• as when He had pronounced solemn judgment upon the Nation, and 
• as when He had severed the fleshly ties which united Him to the Jews 

and He had intimated that henceforth there should be a people united 
to Him by spiritual bonds. 

The relationship between Matthew 12 and 13 is one of cause to effect

Matt 12 shows us the reasons that led to Christ’s acting as He did in 
Chap 13:   Israel’s rejection of their King (Ch 12)
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Matthew 13:1-2 – Teach by the sea side…

Matthew 13   [1] The same day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the 
sea side.  [2] And great multitudes were gathered together unto him, so 
that he went into a ship, and sat;  and the whole multitude stood on the 
shore.

Mark 4   [1] And he began again to teach by the sea side: and there was 
gathered unto him a great multitude, so that he entered into a ship, and 
sat in the sea;  and the whole multitude was by the sea on the land.  [2] 
And he taught them many things by parables, and said unto them in his 
doctrine,

Luke 8    [4] And when much people were gathered together, and were 
come to him out of every city, he spake by a parable:

[again to teach – this time – by the sea side] 

The sea shore made for a natural amphitheater. 

Having left the house (Mar 4:19, Mar 4:31-32), He was now on the sea 
shore teaching.   He had taught here before, this time however it 
was done intentionally, it was not an impromptu opportunity
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8 February 2019
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant   

as always: Acts 17:11  1 Thess 5:21 43

Matt 13:1    out of the house to the seaside
The "house" is the place of ordered relationship and natural ties. 

The ‘house’ was left, Jesus "went out" of it! 

A confirmation of His own words at the close of Matthew 12: 
the link which had bound Him to the Jews was now severed. 

Jesus went and took His place at the sea. 

In Scripture, the "sea" often symbolizes fallen man in the restlessness and 
barrenness of nature, a man apart from God, and is often used to represent 
the Gentiles and the Gentile world;  the people’s of the earth. 

E.G.

Daniel 7:1-18   In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had 
a dream and visions of his head upon his bed: then he wrote the dream, 
and told the sum of the matters.  2   Daniel spake and said, I saw in my 
vision by night, and, behold, the four winds of the heaven strove upon 
the great sea… 

Revelation 17:15  And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, 
where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and 
tongues. 
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Mt 13.3-4    Mk 4.2-4   Lu 8.4 
taught them many things by parables, 

and said unto them in his doctrine

Mat 13 [3] And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying,  
Behold, a sower went forth to sow;  [4] And when he sowed, some 
seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them up:.

Mark 4  [2] And he taught them many things by parables, and said unto 
them in his doctrine,  [3] Hearken;  Behold, there went out a sower to 
sow:  [4] And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way side, 
and the fowls of the air came and devoured it up.

Luke 8  [4] And when much people were gathered together, and were come 
to him out of every city, he spake by a parable:

A new method of teaching by our Lord

1st 12 chapters of Matthew = no parables

Christ had instructed the people in plain language, using simple terms 
of speech; 

Chapter 13 onward - His message was veiled and His meaning hidden. 
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8 February 2019 Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant   as always: Acts 17:11  1 Thess 5:21 45

Matt 13:3, 10  
"And He spoke many things unto them in parables"

Matt 13:10 "And the disciples came, and said unto Him, Why 
speakest Thou unto them in parables?“

The disciples were surprised: they were at a loss to account for it. 

Matt 13:11 the Lord quotes from Isaiah 6 supplying further proof that 
the Nation had rejected their King. 

As a result of their rejection He had taken a place of distance from 
them, and began this new form of teaching to hide truth from the 
unbelievers. 

In Scripture, wherever parables or symbolic utterances were used they 
are addressed to a mixed group of people:  those who are God’s and 
those who are still estranged from God

— note the absence of them in the Epistles: written to God’s people 
alone.
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8 February 2019 Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant   as always: Acts 17:11  1 Thess 5:21 46

7 Parables relating to the Secrets 
of the Kingdom of Heaven

“THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN”

The 7 parables of Matthew 13 divide into 4 and 3, 
which is the usual division of 7. 

Parables 1-4 Parables 5-7

To the multitude by the sea In private, to the disciples in the house

External view of Christendom Internal, Spiritual view 
Human responsibility; failure

Arranged in 2 pairs
1 – 2  individual aspects 3 – 4 a corporate view.

1st shows a sowing, 5th and 6th show the resultant crop. 
2nd shows a sowing, 3rd and 4th show the resultant crop.
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8 February 2019 Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant   as always: Acts 17:11  1 Thess 5:21 47

7 Parables relating to the Secrets 
of the Kingdom of Heaven

The number of parables = 7    

If you follow the symbolic significance of numbers it intimates that they 
furnish a complete outline or setting forth of something, and that 
something is the History of Christendom. 

The first 4 parables reveal the sphere of human responsibility.

It is a picture of failure that is presented to us.

• 1st parable: only 1 out of the 4 sowings of the good Seed yields fruit. 

• 2nd parable: the crop as a whole field of good fruit is spoiled by the 
mingling of the tares among the wheat. 

• 3rd parable: the little mustard seed develops into a great tree, whose 
branches afford shelter – even sheltering the agents of Satan. 

• 4th parable: the 3 measures of meal are, ultimately, completely corrupted 
by means of the leaven surreptitiously introduced into them.

Pictures of Jesus description of conditions in: 
Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos and Thyatira
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8 February 2019 Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant   as always: Acts 17:11  1 Thess 5:21 48

Matt 13:3-9   The Seed and the Ground

3  And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, 
Behold, a sower went forth to sow

4  And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the 
fowls came and devoured them up: 

5  Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: 
and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness 
of earth: 

6  And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because 
they had no root, they withered away. 

7  And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and 
choked them: 

8  But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some 
an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. 

9  Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. 
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8 February 2019 Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant   as always: Acts 17:11  1 Thess 5:21 49

Sower: The Son of man

Field: The World

Seed: The Word; all good seed

Soils: Those in the World who hear the Word

Wayside soil:

Those who hear but don’t understand

Stony places: Those who hear, receive the word joyfully 
but eventually wilt when persecution, trouble 
and challenges come

Thorny soil: Those who hear the word but continue to 
choose things this life offers and who 
become unfruitful

Good ground: Those who hear the word and understand it 
bearing fruit

Fowls/Birds: The agents of the wicked one

Idioms:

The World

The Word; all good seed

Those in the World who hear the Word

Those who hear but don’t understand

Those who hear, receive the word joyfully 
but eventually wilt when persecution, trouble 
and challenges come

Those who hear the word but continue to 
choose things this life offers and who 
become unfruitful

Those who hear the word and understand it 
bearing fruit

The agents of the wicked one
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8 February 2019 Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant   as always: Acts 17:11  1 Thess 5:21 50

Matt 13:18-23  The Ground explained
18  Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. 

19  When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and 
understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth
away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received 
seed by the way side. 

20  But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he 
that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it

21  Yet hath he not root in himself, but endureth for a while: for when 
tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he 
is offended. 

22  He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the 
word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, 
choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful. 

23  But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth
the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth
forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 
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8 February 2019 Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant   as always: Acts 17:11  1 Thess 5:21 51

Matt 13: 3  …Behold, a sower went forth to sow

4 And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured 
them up: 

19  When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then 
cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he 
which received seed by the way side.

5  Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung 
up, because they had no deepness of earth: 6 And when the sun was up, they were 
scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away. 

20  But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the 
word, and anon with joy receiveth it  21  Yet hath he not root in himself, but endureth
for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by 
he is offended..

7  And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them: 

22  He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the 
care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh
unfruitful. 

8  But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some 
sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. 

23  But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and 
understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty. .

9  Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. 
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8 February 2019 Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant   as always: Acts 17:11  1 Thess 5:21 52

Sower: God, The Son of man, the Believers who follow

Field: The World, not just Israel The World

Seed: The Word; all good seed spread on all four soils

Soils: Those in the World who hear the Word

Wayside soil: Those who hear but don’t understand

Stony places: Those who hear, receive the word joyfully but wilt 
when persecution, trouble and challenges come

Thorny soil: Those who hear the word but continue to choose 
things this life offers and who become unfruitful.

Good ground: Those who hear the word and understand it 
bearing fruit

Fowls/Birds: The agents of the wicked one

Idioms:54
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8 February 2019 Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant   as always: Acts 17:11  1 Thess 5:21 53

The Parable of the Seed and Soils
Most of the details of this parable are concerned with the Seed and 
with the various soils in which the Seed fell, not with the Sower.

The Lord Jesus explained the different soils as representing 
various classes of those who hear the Word:

• hard hearted, wayside: birds got them
• shallow hearted, stony soil: no earth to root into
• half hearted, thorny soil: choked by other things
• whole hearted good ground: set roots, grew and bore fruit 

The seed is sown well in all cases.
The issue is with the ground that receives that seed.

Here the Word of the kingdom of Heaven is addressed relative 
to man’s responsibility: 

• the effect it has on him, and 
• his response to it.
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8 February 2019 Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant   as always: Acts 17:11  1 Thess 5:21 54

Matt 13:4 / 19]  Fell by the Wayside:  Unfruitful.  

Seed is carried away.

Matt 13:5-6 / 20-21]  Stony: No depth of root:  Unfruitful. 

Sprouts lacks roots, water.

Matt 13:7 / 22]  Thorny: Unweeded ground: Unfruitful.  

Weeds rob developing plant of needed resources

Matt 13:8 / 23]  Good Soil:  Fruitful.  

Prepared, Cleaned soil, Fully mature plants.

The Sower and Four Soils - Interpretation (in Private)54
WAYSIDE SOIL

8 February 2019 Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant   as always: Acts 17:11  1 Thess 5:21 55

Matthew 13   [3] And he spake many things unto them in parables, 
saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow; [4] And when he 
sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and 
devoured them up:
Matthew 13:19  When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, 

then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. 
This is he which received seed by the way side.

Mark 4   [3] Hearken;  Behold, there went out a sower to sow: [4] And 
it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way side, and the 
fowls of the air came and devoured it up.
Mark 4   [15] And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown;  but when they 

have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in 
their hearts.

Luke 8   [5] A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he sowed, 
some fell by the way side;  and it was trodden down, and the 
fowls of the air devoured it.
Luke 8   [12] Those by the way side are they that hear;  then cometh the devil, and taketh

away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved.

8 February 2019
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant   

as always: Acts 17:11  1 Thess 5:21 56

Mt 13.3    Mk 4.3   Lu 8.5
HARKEN,  BEHOLD, (VERILY)

"Behold, a sower went forth to sow."

In Mark 4:3 we find that this same parable is introduced by the words, 

"Hearken, behold, there went out a sower to sow."

“Hearken" indicated that there was something of unusual importance 
about to be communicated. 

"Behold" was also designed to arrest attention; it was a word asking 
us to carefully consider what follows.

“Verily…” was also used by our Lord to get us to focus.

Hey!  This is important!  Pay attention!  Get it right!
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Mt 13.3    Mk 4.3   Lu 8.5
A SOWER WENT OUT TO SOW

Matthew 13   [3] And he spake many things unto them in parables, 
saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow;

Mark 4   [3] Hearken;  Behold, there went out a sower to sow:

Luke 8   [5] A sower went out to sow his seed:….

The parable of the sower pictures the whole course of this age of grace, 
portraying reception of the Word of God in different hearts and the 
results that follow. 

It is explained in Mat 13:18-23.

It is the 4th parable in Mark. 

In Luk 8:4-8, 11-15 it is repeated under different 
circumstances and worded slightly different from Mat 
13:3-9, 18-23.

Some translations say: "A sower went out to sow." 

The Greek does not read, “A” sower, but rather, "The” sower.“

Isa 55:10-11 God is the Sower and the seed is His Word.
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[a sower went forth to sow]   

The principal grains were 
wheat and barley and were 
sown in the fall and 
harvested in April or May. 

The time of plowing for 
some crops began with the 
early rains in September 
and October. 

The word corn in the Bible 
really means the grain 
seed kernel. 
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Mt 13.3    Mk 4.3   Lu 8.5 
A SOWER WENT OUT TO SOW

Mt 13.3    Mk 4.3   Lu 8.5
A SOWER WENT OUT TO SOW

Matthew 13   [3] And he spake many things unto them in parables, 
saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow;

Fields were generally marked by a natural boundary and cultivated by 
plows which scratched the surface only a few inches deep. 

The ground was not turned over to the right or the left by the plow 
so if the soil was not fertile or not properly broken up in order to 
receive the seed there would be no crop. 

After the plow was run over the soil crosswise to break it up, the ground 
was gone over with a wooden harrow. 

Jesus reference to hard ground, stones and thorns referenced 
improperly prepared the ground which was not made good to 
receive seed by removing the stones and thorns and by breaking it 
up which everyone understood as necessary in order to receive the 
seed. 
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Mt 13.3    Mk 4.3   Lu 8.5
A SOWER WENT OUT TO SOW

Matthew 13   [3] And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, 
Behold, a sower went forth to sow;

After the farmer prepared the ground he walked over it scattering the seed 
around him which he took from a bag or bushel measure. 

If the wind was blowing, some of the seed would be caught by the wind 
and blown into all kinds of places, and sometimes out of the field 
altogether. 

A second way to sow was to put a sack of seed on the back of an animal, to 
tear or cut a hole in the corner of the sack, and then walk the animal up and 
down the field while the seed ran out. 

Some of the seed might well dribble out while the animal was crossing 
the pathway and before it reached the field at all. 

Once sown, the grain was then covered with the harrow. 

Sometimes the farmer would drive a flock of sheep or goats over the 
ground to tramp the seed into the soil and give it enough depth of earth 
to grow and produce properly. 
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as always: Acts 17:11  1 Thess 5:21 61

Mt 13.3    Mk 4.3   Lu 8.5
A SOWER WENT OUT TO SOW

See Matt 5:17-18

The words "went forth to sow," or as Mark’s Gospel puts it "went out" 
were indicative of a great change which was soon to be introduced. 

This is the broadcast sowing of the Seed in the field at large 
(whosoever will may come) vs placing each seed carefully in its place 
(to Israel: the seed of Abraham)

Verse 38 tells us "the field is the world."

There was no longer to be a planting of vines or fig trees in Israel, 
but going out beyond the ‘house’ of Israel; 

A going out by God to the Gentiles (to the sea) for a harvest.

Note: No one leaves the house forever when he goes to visit others.  
Ref Matt 12
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Mt 13.4    Mk 4.4   Lu 8.5 
BY THE WAYSIDE

Matthew 13   [4] And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way 
side, and the fowls came and devoured them up:

Mark 4   [4] And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way 
side, and the fowls of the air came and devoured it up.

Luke 8   [5] ….and as he sowed, some fell by the way side;  and it 
was trodden down, and the fowls of the air devoured it.

[way side]  In Palestine the fields were in long narrow strips; and the 
ground between the strips was always a right of way. 

It was used as a common path; and therefore it was beaten as 
hard as a pavement by the feet of countless passers-by. 

That is what Jesus means by the wayside. 

If seed fell there, and some was bound to fall there regardless or 
the way it was sown, there was no more chance of its 
penetrating into the earth than if it had fallen on cement. 
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Mt 13.4    Mk 4.4   Lu 8.5 
THE FOWLS OF THE AIR CAME AND DEVOURED IT

Matthew 13   [4] And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way 
side, and the fowls came and devoured them up:

Mark 4   [4] And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the 
way side, and the fowls of the air came and devoured it up.

Luke 8   [5] ….and as he sowed, some fell by the way side;  and it 
was trodden down, and the fowls of the air devoured it.

“...fowls of the air”: Seed laying exposed on hard packed soil 
never have a chance to germinate and set roots.

Exposed on the hard soil, the birds feast on it. 

The soil must be plowed, broken up, the hard pack 
eliminated and the seed surrounded, covered by the soil if 
the seed is to develop, grow into a fruit bearing plant.
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STONY GROUND

64

Mat 13:5-6 [5] Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not 
have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had 
no depth of soil, [6]  but when the sun rose they were scorched. 
And since they had no root, they withered away.
Matthew 13:20  But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that 

heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it  21  Yet hath he not root in himself, 
but endureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the 
word, by and by he is offended..

Mark 4   [5] And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much 
earth;  and immediately it sprang up, because it had no depth of 
earth:  [6] But when the sun was up, it was scorched;  and 
because it had no root, it withered away.
Mark 4   [5] And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much earth;  and 

immediately it sprang up, because it had no depth of earth:  [6] But when the sun 
was up, it was scorched;  and because it had no root, it withered away.. 

Luke 8   [6] And some fell upon a rock;  and as soon as it was 
sprung up, it withered away, because it lacked moisture.
Luk 8:6  And some fell on the rock, and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no 

moisture.
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Mt 13.5-6    Mk 4.5-6    Lu 8.6 
STONY PLACES – Shallow, no depth of good ground

Mat 13:5-6  [5] Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not 
have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had 
no depth of soil, [6]  but when the sun rose they were scorched. And 
since they had no root, they withered away.

Mark 4   [5] And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much earth;  
and immediately it sprang up, because it had no depth of earth:  
[6] But when the sun was up, it was scorched;  and because it had no 
root, it withered away..

Luke 8   [6] And some fell upon a rock;  and as soon as it was sprung 
up, it withered away, because it lacked moisture.

No seed sown, when it germinates, can last without roots that are 
nourished deep in good ground and by water.   

Initially it quickly sprouts in the warm of the soil but it has no depth to set 
firm roots.

Shallow, dry, weak roots will not stand against pressure, heat and 
dryness.
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THORNY GROUND
66

Matthew 13:7  And some fell among thorns; and the thorns 
sprung up, and choked them: 

Matthew 13:22  He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the 
word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and 
he becometh unfruitful. 

Mark 4:7   And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, 
and choked it, and it yielded no fruit.
Mar 4:18-19 And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the 
word, 19 And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of 
other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.

Luke 8:7   And some fell among thorns;  and the thorns sprang up 
with it, and choked it.
Luk 8:14 And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go 
forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no 
fruit to perfection.

Mt 13.7   Mk 4.7   Lu 8.7 
THORNS – The crowded heart

Matthew 13   [7] And some fell among thorns;  and the thorns sprung 
up, and choked them:

Mark 4   [7] And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and 
choked it, and it yielded no fruit.

Luke 8   [7] And some fell among thorns;  and the thorns sprang up 
with it, and choked it.

The thorny ground is deceptive. 

It is easy to make a garden look clean by simply turning it over; 
Or cutting off the top of the fibrous rooted weeds.
Or even burn off the weed, thorn and thistle tops.

When the sower was sowing, the field might have looked clean; but 
below the surface the weed roots were still laying there.

In time the weeds revived in all their strength.  

They grew with such rapidity and such virulence that they 
choked the life out of the seed. 
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Mt 13.7   Mk 4.7   Lu 8.7 
THORNS – Unweeded ground

Matthew 13   [7] And some fell among thorns;  and the thorns 
sprung up, and choked them:

Mark 4   [7] And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, 
and choked it, and it yielded no fruit.

Luke 8   [7] And some fell among thorns;  and the thorns sprang up 
with it, and choked it.

This thorny ground was prepared ground but the thorns roots were 
not removed.   The thorns were still there, even if unseen.

Weeds in a garden show up not only from the buried, unseen 
weed roots but the thorn / weed seeds are carried into the 
garden by the wind and birds.

For garden soil to be clean enough for the plants to grow, it must be 
continually monitored and weeded as foreign seedlings appear 
among the sown plantings.
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Mt 13.7   Mk 4.7   Lu 8.7 
THORNS – Unweeded ground

Matthew 13   [7] And some fell among thorns;  and the thorns 
sprung up, and choked them:

Mark 4   [7] And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, 
and choked it, and it yielded no fruit.

Luke 8   [7] And some fell among thorns;  and the thorns sprang 
up with it, and choked it.

Every gardener knows that the weeds grow with a speed and a 
strength that few good seeds can equal. 

The result was that the good seed and the dormant weeds grew 
together; 

But, the weeds were so strong that they throttled the life out 
of the seedlings stealing the moisture and nutrients. 
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GOOD GROUND
70

Matthew 13  [8]  But other fell into good ground, and brought forth 
fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. 

Mathew 13:23  But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the 
word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.

Mark 4    [8] And other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that 
sprang up and increased;  and brought forth, some thirty, and 
some sixty, and some an hundred.
Mar 4:20 And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, 
and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred.

Luke 8    [8] And other fell on good ground, and sprang up, and 
bare fruit an hundredfold. ….
Luk 8:15 But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, 

having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.

Mt 13.8    Mk 4.8   Lu 8-8
GOOD GROUND

Matthew 13    [8] But other fell into good ground, and brought 
forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold.

Mark 4    [8] And other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that 
sprang up and increased;  and brought forth, some thirty, and 
some sixty, and some an hundred.

Luke 8    [8] And other fell on good ground, and sprang up, and 
bare fruit an hundredfold.

The ground was good because the stones and thorns were 
removed and the ground was plowed, cultivated and harrowed.

It had been properly prepared to grow seed that was sown. 

It was the good, clean, soft, deep soil, located in the 
sower’s field and in which the seed flourished, grew and 
brought forth an abundant harvest. 
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Mt 13.8    Mk 4.8   Lu 8-8
GOOD GROUND

Matthew 13    [8] But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, 
some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold.

Mark 4    [8] And other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that sprang up 
and increased;  and brought forth, some thirty, and some sixty, and 
some an hundred.

Luke 8    [8] And other fell on good ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit an 
hundredfold.

But even then some of it was better than other parts, so brought forth 
varying increases.  

Notice the good yields:   100x, 60x, 30x in Matthew 13 – decreasing
Matthew was written to the Jews

30x, 60x, 100x in Mark 4:8, 20 - increasing
100x in Luke 8:8 – just 100x

Written for Gentile readers

Over the centuries the Church which started as a “Jewish” organization 
became predominately a “Gentile” organization
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Matthew 13    [9] Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.

Mark 4    [9] And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, 
let him hear.

Luke 8    [8] ….And when he had said these things, he cried, He 
that hath ears to hear, let him hear.

He that hath ears to hear, let him hear

Mt 13.9    Mk 4.9    Lu 8.8 
He that hath ears to hear, let him hear

Matthew 13    [9] Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.

Mark 4    [9] And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let 
him hear.

Luke 8    [8] ….And when he had said these things, he cried, He that 
hath ears to hear, let him hear.

First of 15 times and only by Christ to call attention to certain 
utterances: 

7 times on earth 
(Mat 11:15; Mat 13:9, Mat 13:43; Mar 4:9, Mar 4:23; Mar 

7:16; Luk 8:8; Luk 14:35); and 

8 times in heaven 
(Rev 2:7, Rev 2:11, Rev 2:17, Rev 2:29; Rev 3:6, Rev 3:13, 

Rev 3:22; Rev 13:9).
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Mt 13.9    Mk 4.9    Lu 8.8 
He that hath ears to hear, let him hear

54

Matthew 13    [9] Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.

Mark 4    [9] And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let 
him hear.

Luke 8    [8] ….And when he had said these things, he cried, He 
that hath ears to hear, let him hear.

It is possibly a signal phrase to alert us to relate the subsequent 
messages of The Lord to the Churches.  

It is a key structural phrase in Jesus’ Letters to Seven Churches.  

It ties the 7 Kingdom Parables and both Jesus’  and Paul’s 
letters to 7 different churches
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8 February 2019 Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant   as always: Acts 17:11  1 Thess 5:21 76

Word Spoken / Given

Naturally: “Listens”Spiritually: “Listens”

! Spiritually Hears !
Understands / Obeys
Applies Truth to Life

Sound / NoiseTruth / Instruction

! Naturally Hears Not !
Ignores / Discards
Goes his own way

Patiently Holds onto Wisdom Double minded / Unstable
Consistently Endures

Stands Fast on the Word
Flips/ Flops based on the 

direction of the current wind
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Why speakest thou unto them in 
parables? 

8 February 2019
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant   

as always: Acts 17:11  1 Thess 5:21
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Matt 13:10-17  Why Parables?
10  And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in 

parables? 
11 He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the 

mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 
[To reveal to those with spiritual discernment (only).]

12  For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: 
but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath. 

13  Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not and 
hearing they hear not, neither do they understand. 

14 And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall 
hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: 

Quote from Isaiah 6:9,10   (Ezek 12:2; Mk 4:12; Lk 8:10; Jn 12:39,40; Acts 
28:25-27; Rom 11:8-10; 2 Cor 3:14.)

15  For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and 
their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, 
and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be 
converted, and I should heal them. 

16  But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear. 
17  For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired 

to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those 
things which ye hear, and have not heard them. 

54
Mt 13.10    Mk 4.10    Lu 8.9

When He was alone…

Matthew 13  [10] And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why 
speakest thou unto them in parables?

Mark 4  [10] And when he was alone, they that were about him 
with the twelve asked of him the parable.

Luke 8  [9] And his disciples asked him, saying, What might this 
parable be?

[alone]  A necessity even for Jesus who had the fullness of the 
Spirit (Joh 3:34). 

Not only must we be alone with God, but we must have time 
for rest.
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Mt 13.10    Mk 4.10    Lu 8.9
Why speakest thou unto them in parables?

Matthew 13  [10] And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why 
speakest thou unto them in parables?

Mark 4  [10] And when he was alone, they that were about him with 
the twelve asked of him the parable.

Luke 8  [9] And his disciples asked him, saying, What might this 
parable be?

What is up with the parables?

Why are you teaching in stories now?

What’s going on?

I suspect that what the disciples are really asking is, What did 
the parable mean?   Why are you making us think?   You used 
to just say it?    Explain it to us…
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Mt 13.11    Mk 4.11    Lu 8.10
to them it is not given

Matthew 13    [11] He answered and said unto them, Because it is 
given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, 
but to them it is not given.

Mark 4    [11] And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know 
the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are 
without, all these things are done in parables:

Luke 8    [10] And he said, Unto you it is given to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others in parables;  
that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not 
understand.

Quoting Isaiah 6:9-10.   And he said, Go, and tell this people, 
Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but 
perceive not….
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Mt 13.11    Mk 4.11    Lu 8.10
to them it is not given

54

Isa 6:9-10 And he said, "Go, and say to this people: "'Keep on 
hearing, but do not understand; keep on seeing, but do not 

perceive.' Make the heart of this people dull, and their ears heavy, 
and blind their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with 

their ears, and understand with their hearts, and turn and be 
healed."

The Septuagint version does not say God intended that the 
people should be so dull that they would not understand; 

it says that they had made themselves so dull that they 
could not understand -- which is a very different thing. 
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8 February 2019 Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant   as always: Acts 17:11  1 Thess 5:21 83

Matthew 13:11   He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto 
you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is 
not given. 

Mark 4:11-12  And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the 
mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all 
these things are done in parables: 12 That seeing they may see, and not 
perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time 
they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them.

Luk 8:10  he said, "To you it has been given to know the secrets of the 
kingdom of God, but for others they are in parables, so that 'seeing they 
may not see, and hearing they may not understand.'

The things that are contained in the following parables - including 
Matthew 13 - are not revealed in the OT ! 

What things?

The Mystery of Christ and the Church (Eph 3:1-7).

Mt 13.11    Mk 4.11    Lu 8.10 
It is given unto you to know the mysteries
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Mt 13.11    Mk 4.11    Lu 8.10 
the mystery of Christ:  the Church

The Hidden Secret?

54

Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the 
mystery of Christ. Which in other ages was not made known unto 
the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and 

prophets by the Spirit; 
That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same 

body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel:   

Ephesians 3:4-6

The Church 

Not just that Gentiles will be converted; rather, that the Gentiles 
should be fellow heirs and of the same body and partakers of His 
promise in Christ Jesus by the Gospel. 

From this mystery, we get the insight that these seven 
parables have the specific focus in the Church.
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8 February 2019 Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant   as always: Acts 17:11  1 Thess 5:21 85

Ephes. 3:1-6 

[1]  For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, [2] 
If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me 
to youward: 

[3] How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; 
(as I wrote afore in few words, 

[4] Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the 
mystery of Christ) 

[5] Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of 
men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the 
Spirit; 

[6] That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, 
and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel:

Mt 13.11    Mk 4.11    Lu 8.10 
the mystery of Christ:  the Church
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Ephes. 3:7-12 

[7] Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace 
of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power. [8] Unto 
me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I 
should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; 

[9] And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the 
mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in 
God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: 

[10] To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in 
heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold 
wisdom of God, 

[11] According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ 
Jesus our Lord:  [12] In whom we have boldness and access with 
confidence by the faith of him. 

Mt 13.11    Mk 4.11    Lu 8.10 
the mystery of Christ:  the Church

54

8 February 2019 Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant   as always: Acts 17:11  1 Thess 5:21 87

Ephes. 3:13-21 
[13] Wherefore I desire that ye faint not at my tribulations for you, 

which is your glory. [14] For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, [15] Of whom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named, [16] That he would grant you, according to the riches of 
his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; 
[17] That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted 
and grounded in love, [18] May be able to comprehend with all saints 
what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; [19] And to know 
the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with 
all the fulness of God. 

[20] Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, [21] 
Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all 
ages, world without end. Amen. 

Mt 13.11    Mk 4.11    Lu 8.10 
the mystery of Christ:  the Church
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Mt 13.11    Mk 4.11    Lu 8.10 
Mysteries

Matt 13    [11] He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.

Mark 4    [11] And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery
of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are 
done in parables:

Luke 8    [10] And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of God: but to others in parables;  that seeing they might not see, 
and hearing they might not understand.

[mysteries] A mystery is a secret previously hidden but now made clear so that 
no mystery remains for anyone who will accept the truth as it is revealed 
(Mat 13:19; 2Co 4:3-4).

The Greek word musteria (<G3466>) in Matt 13:11, is often translated secrets.   
It literally means mysteries.

To us a mystery means something dark and difficult and impossible to 
understand, something hidden that we have to expose. 

In New Testament times it was the technical name for something which was 
unintelligible to the outsider but crystal clear to the man who had been 
initiated. 

54

88

85

86

87

88



2/8/2019

23

Mt 13.11    Mk 4.11    Lu 8.10 
Mysteries

Matt 13    [11] He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know 
the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.

Mark 4    [11] And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the 
kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables:

Luke 8    [10] And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of 
God: but to others in parables;  that seeing they might not see, and hearing they 
might not understand.

Baptism is like that.
To one who has never seen such a thing before, it just looks like a dip in water.
To one who is initiated into its meaning, it a most precious and the moving act of 
worship in the Church represent our death to self, cleaning by the washing of the 
Word and Christ’s death and out being raised with Him to new life as new creations 
in Him. 

The Lord's Supper is like that. 
To one who has never seen such a thing before, it looks like a company of men 
eating little pieces of bread and drinking little sips of wine, and it might even appear 
ridiculous. 
To one who is initiated into its meaning, it is the most precious and the most moving 
act of worship in the Church. 
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Mt 13.11    Mk 4.11    Lu 8.10 
Mysteries

Matt 13    [11] He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.

Mark 4    [11] And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of 
the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done 
in parables:

Luke 8    [10] And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of God: but to others in parables;  that seeing they might not see, 
and hearing they might not understand.

Jesus says to his disciples: 

"Outsiders cannot understand what I say; 
but you know me; you are my disciples; you can understand." 

Christianity can be fully understood only from the inside. 

It is only after personal encounter with Jesus Christ that a man can 
understand.

It is only the one who is prepared to become a disciple, a follower, who can 
understand the most precious things of the Christian faith.
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Mt 13.11    Mk 4.11    Lu 8.10 
The Kingdom of Heaven   The Kingdom of God

Matt 13    [11] He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto 
you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is 
not given.

Written to the Jews

[kingdom of heaven]   Expectation of the Jews.    

God’s physical rule on the Earth.

Mark 4    [11] And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the 
mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these 
things are done in parables:

Luke 8    [10] And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of God: but to others in parables;  that seeing they might not 
see, and hearing they might not understand.

Written to / for Gentile audience

[kingdom of God]  God’s rule in the Body of Christ, the Church   

God’s spiritual and moral rule in individual members.
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Mt 13.11    Mk 4.11    Lu 8.10 
The Kingdom of Heaven   The Kingdom of God

Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given
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[kingdom of God]  The sovereignty of 
God over the universe which 
includes the kingdom of heaven. 

It is used 70 times.   

The phrase "kingdom of heaven“ is 
used 33 times. 

The kingdom of heaven is part of the 
kingdom of God so some things could 
be said of both, but there are other 
things said of the kingdom of God that 
could not be said of the kingdom of 
heaven.
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Mt 13.11    Mk 4.11    Lu 8.10 
The Kingdom of Heaven   The Kingdom of God

Matt 13  [11] He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.

Mark 4  [11] And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the 
kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in 
parables:

Luke 8  [10] And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of God: but to others in parables;  that seeing they might not see, and 
hearing they might not understand.

In Mat 13:11 it is "kingdom of heaven," which is part of the kingdom of God.   
Literally, it is "kingdom from heaven."  (ISV)

It is headed by Jesus Christ for the purpose of re-establishing the kingdom of God 
over this earthly rebellious part of God’s realm. 

In the NT it is only found in Matthew, the gospel of Jehovah’s King

When the term is used in the OT, it is because the Jews were always looking 
for God’s Messiah to come to earth and establish His reign and rule over all the 
earth.

It is a dispensational term and refers to Messiah’s kingdom on earth. 
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Mt 13.11    Mk 4.11    Lu 8.10 
The Kingdom of Heaven   The Kingdom of God

Matt 13  [11] He answered and said unto them, Because it is given 
unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to 
them it is not given.

Mark 4  [11] And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the 
mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, 
all these things are done in parables:

Luke 8  [10] And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries 
of the kingdom of God: but to others in parables;  that seeing 
they might not see, and hearing they might not understand.

The kingdom was offered by both John and Jesus 
(Mat 3:2; Mat 4:17; Mat 10:7). 

Because it was rejected, it was postponed until Christ comes to 
set up the kingdom 

(Mat 11:12, Mat 11:20-24; Mat 27:22-25; Luk 19:11-27; Act 
1:6-7; Act 3:19-26). 
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Mt 13.11    Mk 4.11    Lu 8.10 
The Kingdom of Heaven   The Kingdom of God

Matt 13  [11] He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.

Mark 4  [11] And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the 
kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in 
parables: [12] That seeing they may see, and not perceive;  and hearing they may 
hear, and not understand;  lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins 
should be forgiven them.

Luke 8  [10] And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of 
God: but to others in parables;  that seeing they might not see, and hearing they 
might not understand.

At the end of this age, Christ will come and set up a literal, earthly, kingdom from 
Heaven, forever   (Mat 25:31-46; Rev 11:15; Rev. 19:11-20:10; Zec 14:1-21; 

Isa 9:6-7; Dan 2:44-45; Dan 7:13-27; Luk 1:32-33). 

During the first 1,000 years of His eternal reign Jesus will put down all rebellion and rid 
the earth of all rebels.

The god of this world will be deposed and disposed of and the Kingdom of Heaven 
will again become part of the Kingdom of God.

Then God will become "all in all" as before rebellion   (Rev 20:1-10; Rev. 21:1-22:5; 
1Co 15:24-28; Eph 1:10). 
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Mt 13.12
GIVE AND TAKE

Matthew 13   [12] For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he 
shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him 
shall be taken away even that he hath.

A common principle in the NT parables. 

Believers increase in knowledge, but unbelievers go into more 
ignorance and darkness.  

(Rom 1:18-32; Tit 1:15; 1Jn 1:7; Joh 3:16-20).

Taking away even that he hath is a work of man’s own unbelief 
and rebellion and the work of Satan 

(Mat 13:15, Mat 13:19; 2Co 4:3-4).

Joh 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and 
to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly.
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Mt 13.12-13    Mk 4.12    Lu 8.10
Seeing and Hearing and Understanding – or not !!

Matthew 13  [12] For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall 
have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken 
away even that he hath.  [13] Therefore speak I to them in parables: 
because they seeing see not;  and hearing they hear not, neither do 
they understand.

Mark 4  [12] That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing 
they may hear, and not understand;  lest at any time they should be 
converted, and their sins should be forgiven them.

Luke 8  [10] And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not 
see, and hearing they might not understand.

They can see, but they refuse to see; they can hear, but they refuse to hear; 

They are capable of understanding, but they refuse to accept the truth, 

They desire to hold on to their old superstitions, traditions, and professions 
in preference to walking in the light of new truth.

John 1:1-18; 3:16-21
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Mt 13.12-13    Mk 4.12    Lu 8.10
Seeing and Hearing and Understanding – or not !!
Isaiah 42:18-20 Hear, ye deaf; and look, ye blind, that ye may see. Who is 

blind, but my servant? or deaf, as my messenger that I sent? who is blind 
as he that is perfect, and blind as the LORD’S servant? Seeing many 
things, but thou observest not; opening the ears, but he heareth not.  

John 12:37,38 But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they 
believed not on him: That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be 
fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to whom 
hath the arm of the Lord been revealed?  

Jesus quoting from Isaiah 53:1

John 12:39-41 Therefore they could not believe, because that Esaias said 
again, He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they 
should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be 
converted, and I should heal them. These things said Esaias, when he saw 
his glory, and spake of him.  

Jesus quoting from Isaiah 6. 

“That same Isaiah” wrote Isaiah 53 and 6!   In spite of what the critics claim there was one Isaiah 
who wrote the entire book of Isaiah as we have it.
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Mt 13.14-17
Blessed are your eyes and ears for you see and hear

Matthew 13

[14] And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By 
hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand;  and seeing ye 
shall see, and shall not perceive:

[15] For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of 
hearing, and their eyes they have closed;  lest at any time they 
should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should 
understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I 
should heal them.

[16] But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they 
hear.

[17] For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and righteous 
men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have 
not seen them;  and to hear those things which ye hear, and 
have not heard them.
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Mt 13.13-14    Mk 4.12    Lu 8.10
Seeing and Hearing and Understanding – or not !!

Matthew 13    [13] Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing 
see not;  and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand.  [14] And 
in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall 
hear, and shall not understand;  and seeing ye shall see, and shall not 
perceive:

Mark 4   [12] That seeing they may see, and not perceive;  and hearing they 
may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should be 
converted, and their sins should be forgiven them.

Luke 8  [10] And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not 
see, and hearing they might not understand.

Isa 6:9,10; Ezek 12:2; Mt 13:14,15; Lk 8:10; Jn 12:38-40; Acts 28:26-28; 
Rom 11:8-10.

Hear, ye deaf; and look, ye blind, that ye may see. Who is blind, but my 
servant? or deaf, as my messenger that I sent? who is blind as he that is 
perfect, and blind as the LORD’S servant? Seeing many things, but thou 

observest not; opening the ears, but he heareth not. Isaiah 42:18-20
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Isaiah 55.1-7   KJV 
HARD HEARTS, PLUGGED EARS, DIM EYES

(1)  Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no 
money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without 
money and without price. 

(2) Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour
for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that 
which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. 

(3) Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will 
make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David. 

(4) Behold, I have given him for a witness to the people, a leader and 
commander to the people. 

(5) Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, and nations that 
knew not thee shall run unto thee because of the LORD thy God, and for 
the Holy One of Israel; for he hath glorified thee. 

(6) Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is 
near: 

(7) Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: 
and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; 
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
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Isaiah 55.8-13   KJV 
HARD HEARTS, PLUGGED EARS, DIM EYES

(8) For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
saith the LORD. 

(9) For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

(10) For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth
not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it 
may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: 

(11) So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return 
unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall 
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. 

(12) For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains 
and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the 
field shall clap their hands. 

(13) Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall 
come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the LORD for a name, for an 
everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

54

102

1 Thess 5:1-9  KJV 
AWARE AND LOOKING, PACKED AND READY

The parables are given to those who are spiritually enlightened so you 
can know the mysteries of the kingdom. (Not for those in the darkness.)

He is talking about Spiritual insight.

But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write 
unto you. For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so 
cometh as a thief in the night. For when they shall say, Peace and 

safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a 
woman with child; and they shall not escape. But ye, brethren, are not in 

darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.   1 Thes 5:1-3

Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of 
the night, nor of darkness. Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but 
let us watch and be sober. For they that sleep sleep in the night; and 

they that be drunken are drunken in the night. But let us, who are of the 
day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an 

helmet, the hope of salvation. For God hath not appointed us to wrath, 
but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ.  1 Thes 5:5-9
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Mt 13.15 
HARD HEARTS, PLUGGED EARS, DIM EYES

Matthew 13:15  For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their 
ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed;  lest 
at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their 
ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be 
converted, and I should heal them.

[waxed gross] Greek: pachuno (G3975), to make fat, stupid, 
insensible, inattentive, dull, and callous (Mat 13:15; Act 28:27). 

The people became this way, little by little, until they were 
past normal, vigorous obedience to truth and righteousness.

Waxed gross:  made hard, clogged, uninterested in truth

Dull of hearing: listening but not hearing or trying to understand

Eyes they have closed:   shut their eyes so they cannot see what is 
in front of them

All of these actions they have chosen, of their own doing…
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Mk 4.12 
BE CONVERTED AND HAVE SINS FORGIVEN

Mark 4  [12] That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing 
they may hear, and not understand;  lest at any time they should be 
converted, and their sins should be forgiven them.

[converted] 

Meaning a change of direction, true repentance, a new walk with 
God (Psa 19:7; Psa 51:13; Luk 22:32; Act 3:19; Js 5:19-20).

Repentance
• I did it

• It was wrong
• I am sorry

• I do not want to do it ever again

[their sins should be forgiven them] 

Personal sins are forgiven when one acknowledges Jesus as Christ 
and appropriates His payment for Sin.
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Mt 13.15 
BE CONVERTED AND BE HEALED

Matthew 13:15  For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears 
are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed;  lest at any time 
they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should 
understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should 
heal them.

Two blessings for all believers:

1. Conversion, a change of direction, a new walk with God  

(Psa 19:7; Psa 51:13; Mat 18:3; Luk 22:32; Act 3:19; Jas 
5:19-20)

2. Physical / Spiritual healing, a change of health, a new health in God 

Be healed of dull hearing, shut eyes, and hardened hearts

(Psa 91:1-16; Psa 103:3; Mat 8:17; Isa 53:1-12; Rom 8:11; 
1Pe 2:24; 3Jn 1:2; Jas 5:14-16; Mar 16:17-18; Joh 14:12-
15; Joh 15:7, Joh 15:16)
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BRIGHT EYES, SHARP HEARING - SEA OF GALILEE 
NEAR CAPERNAUM      Mt 13.16

[16] But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear.

[Blessed]  Happy — used of people who have godly characteristics.

Other ‘Blesseds’ in this gospel (Mat 5:3-12; Mat 13:16; Mat 14:19; Mat 
16:17; Mat 21:9; Mat 23:39; Mat 24:46; Mat 25:34; Mat 26:26).

1. Broken spirit (Mat 5:3; Mat 11:28-30; Psa 51:17; Isa 57:15; Isa 66:2)

2. Penitent spirit (Mat 5:4; Isa 61:2; Jas 4:9; 2Co 7:9-11)

3. Mild-tempered, gentle spirit (Mat 5:5; Mat 11:29; Psa 37:11; 1Pe 3:4)

4. Hungering, thirsting spirit for righteousness (Mat 5:6; Psa 34:10; Psa 42:1-
3; Psa 63:1; Psa 84:2; Joh 7:37-39)

5. Compassionate and merciful spirit (Mat 5:7; Mat 18:27; 1Pe 3:8)

6. Pure spirit (Mat 5:8; Php 4:8; 1Ti 1:5; 1Ti 3:9; 1Ti 5:22; 1Pe 1:22)

7. Spirit of wisdom and mediation (Mat 5:9; Rom 14:19; 1Co 13:1-13)

8. Longsuffering and forgiving spirit (Mat 5:10-12; Mat 10:16-28; 1Co 13:1-
13; 1Pe 3:14-17; 1Pe 4:3-19)
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Mt 13.17
FRONT ROW SEATS

Matthew 13
[17] For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and righteous 
men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not 
seen them;  and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not 
heard them.

Mat 11:25; 1Pe 1:10-12; 

Heb 11:13-16 ESV  These all died in faith, not having received the 
things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from 
afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles 
on the earth.  (14)  For people who speak thus make it clear that 
they are seeking a homeland.  (15)  If they had been thinking of 
that land from which they had gone out, they would have had 
opportunity to return.  (16)  But as it is, they desire a better 
country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to 
be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.
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THE HARVEST IS SURE
(Mat 13:18-23; Mk 4:13-20; Lu 8:9-15)

Mat 13:18-23 ESV  "Hear then the parable of the sower: (19)  
When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what 
has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the 
path. (20)  As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the 
one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 
(21)  yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, 
and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the 
word, immediately he falls away. (22)  As for what was sown 
among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the 
cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the 
word, and it proves unfruitful. (23)  As for what was sown on 
good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case 
a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty."
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THE HARVEST IS SURE
(Mat 13:18-23; Mk 4:13-20; Lu 8:9-15)

Mar 4:13-20 ESV  And he said to them, "Do you not understand this 
parable? How then will you understand all the parables? (14)  
The sower sows the word. (15)  And these are the ones along 
the path, where the word is sown: when they hear, Satan 
immediately comes and takes away the word that is sown in 
them. (16)  And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the 
ones who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with 
joy. (17)  And they have no root in themselves, but endure for a 
while; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on account of 
the word, immediately they fall away. (18)  And others are the 
ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the word, 
(19)  but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches 
and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and 
it proves unfruitful. (20)  But those that were sown on the good 
soil are the ones who hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, 
thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold."
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THE HARVEST IS SURE
(Mat 13:18-23; Mk 4:13-20; Lu 8:9-15)

Luk 8:9-15 ESV  And when his disciples asked him what this 
parable meant,  (10)  he said, "To you it has been given to know 
the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in 
parables, so that 'seeing they may not see, and hearing they 
may not understand.' (11)  Now the parable is this: The seed is 
the word of God. (12)  The ones along the path are those who 
have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from 
their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. (13)  
And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the 
word, receive it with joy. But these have no root; they believe for 
a while, and in time of testing fall away. (14)  And as for what fell 
among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on 
their way they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures 
of life, and their fruit does not mature. (15)  As for that in the 
good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an 
honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience.
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THE HARVEST IS SURE
(Mat 13:18-23; Mk 4:13-20; Lu 8:9-15)

If we are really to benefit by the Christian message we must do 
three things. 

1)   We must hear it; and we cannot hear unless we listen. 

So many of us are so busy talking that we have no time to 
hear, 

So engaged in arguing that we have no time to listen, 

So occupied in advancing our own opinions that we have no 
time to pay attention to the opinions of Christ, 

So much on the move that we have no time for the essential 
stillness. 
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THE HARVEST IS SURE
(Mat 13:18-23; Mk 4:13-20; Lu 8:9-15)

If we are really to benefit by the Christian message we must do three 
things. 

2)   We must receive it.   When we hear the message we must really 
take it into our minds. 

The human mind is an odd and dangerous machine. 

We are constructed, in such a way that whenever a foreign 
body threatens to enter the eye, the eye automatically closes. 

It is an instinctive, reflex action. 

Whenever the mind hears something that it does not want to 
hear it automatically closes its door. 

To shut the mind to truth we do not want to hear is the 
straight road to disaster and to tragedy. 
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THE HARVEST IS SURE
(Mat 13:18-23; Mk 4:13-20; Lu 8:9-15)

If we are really to benefit by the Christian message we must do 
three things. 

3)  We must put it into action. 

The yield in the parable was thirty, sixty and a hundredfold. 

That is a large yield but the volcanic soil of Galilee was 
famous for its crops. 

Christian truth must always emerge in action. 

The Christian is challenged to act, not to speculate.
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Mt 13.18    Mk 4.13   Lu 8.11
IF YOU MISSED THIS, 

HOW YOU GOING TO GET WHAT’S COMING

Matthew 13  [18] Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower.

Luke 8  [11] Now the parable is this: ….

Mark 4   [13] And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and 
how then will ye know all parables?

Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all 
parables?

This implies that if one can understand this parable he can 
understand the others

In this parable are the principles of interpretation for all of 
them.
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The principles of interpretation are given by Jesus

• Parables illustrate truth and make it clear by comparison with something that 
is already familiar.

• Parables impart instruction and rebuke without causing direct offense (2Sa 
12:1-31)

• Parables create interest and hunger for further information (Mat 13:10-17; 
2Sa 12:1-31).

• Parables are always true and the points illustrated must be accepted and 
taken seriously.

• The historical background, the circumstances and the occasion when uttered 
must be understood.

• Their words and details must be defined literally, not spiritualized.
Let the parable speak.   Do not reinterpret it to your own thinking / ideas.

• The similarity between the point illustrated and the illustration must be noted.

• The point illustrated is always stated with the parable or is made clear by the 
occasion when it was first uttered.

Any interpretation at variance with these principles or with the purpose the 
parable was initially given is unscriptural.

54

116

113

114

115

116



2/8/2019

30

Mk 4.14   Lu 8.11
THE SEED BEING SOWN IS GOD’S WORD

Mark 4   [14] The sower soweth the word.

[sower] The sower is the Son of man (Mat 13:37) and His 
ministers (Mar 16:15-20; 1Co 1:18-21).

Luke 8   [11] Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.

[word]   The seed is the Word of God (Mat 13:19; Luk 8:11; 
Rom 1:16).

The “Principle of Expositional Constancy”:  

These idioms are consistent within the seven parables… 

This is consistent throughout the 7 Kingdom Parables of 
Matthew 13. 

•  Seed = the Word of God.

•  Soils = conditions of the heart...
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Mt 13.18-19    Mk 4.13-15   Lu 8.11-12

The Wayside Explained
Matthew 13

[18] Hear ye therefore the 
parable of the sower.

[19] When any one heareth
the word of the kingdom, 
and understandeth it not, 
then cometh the wicked 
one, and catcheth away 
that which was sown in his 
heart. This is he which 
received seed by the way 
side.
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Mark 4

[13] And he said unto them, 
Know ye not this parable? and 
how then will ye know all 
parables?

[14] The sower soweth the 
word.

[15] And these are they by the 
way side, where the word is 
sown;  but when they have 
heard, Satan cometh 
immediately, and taketh away 
the word that was sown in 
their hearts.

Luke 8

[11] Now the parable is 
this: The seed is the word 
of God.

[12] Those by the way 
side are they that hear;  
then cometh the devil, 
and taketh away the word 
out of their hearts, lest 
they should believe and 
be saved.

118

Mt 13.19    Mk 4.15   Lu 8.12
The Wayside Explained

Matthew 13   [4] And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way 
side, and the fowls came and devoured them up:

Mark 4   [4] And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way 
side, and the fowls of the air came and devoured it up.

Luke 8   [5] ….and as he sowed, some fell by the way side;  and it 
was trodden down, and the fowls of the air devoured it.

In the wayside, there is a little soil but it is hard packed and not enough 
good soil for the seed to germinate and take root so birds eat it.

There are some people into whose hearts truth can find no entry. 

Christianity fails to make an impact on so many people, not 
because they are hostile to it, but because they are indifferent. 

They think that it is irrelevant to life and that they can get on 
well enough without it. 

This is due to the hearer's lack of interest; which comes from a failure 
to realize just how important the decision about Jesus is. 
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Mt 13.19    Mk 4.15   Lu 8.12
The Wayside Explained

"And when He sowed, some fell by the wayside, and the fowls came and 
devoured them up. (v. 4)

…. when any one hears the word of the kingdom and understands it not, 
then comes the wicked one, and catches away that which was sown in his 

heart.  This is he which received Seed by the wayside." (v. 19)

This heart receives the Seed but is unreceptive and unresponsive. 
Though the Word is “sown in his heart,” it finds no real place to take root 

The "engrafted word" is that which is received "with meekness," and for this 
there must be a laying aside of "all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness" 
(James 1:21). 

Individual accountability comes in…the responsibility of the one who 
hears the Word…

Repentance is not just admitting your sin but turning away from it.
It is not reading and knowing God’s Word but “hearing” it; applying it to life.

You can’t live in two worlds…
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Mt 13.19    Mk 4.15   Lu 8.12
The Wayside Explained

"when anyone hears the word of the kingdom and understands it not, then 
comes the wicked one and catches away that which was sown in his heart."

MAT 13:19

Those who hear the Word are responsible to "understand" it. 

• the natural man does not receive not the things of the Spirit of God;  1 Co 
2:14

• they are "foolishness unto him,"  1 Cor 1:18

1 Co 8:2 "if any man think that he knows anything, he knows nothing yet as he 
ought…” 

Understanding of the Word is obtained from God alone
It is up to those who are His to ask for His teaching and understanding: 

“ That which I see not, teach Thou me" Job 34:32
“ the meek will He teach His way"  Ps. 25:9

Matt 13:15 For this people's heart has grown dull, and with their ears they can 
barely hear, and their eyes they have closed, lest they should see with their 
eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart and turn, and 
I would heal them.'
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Mt 13.19    Mk 4.15   Lu 8.12
The Wayside Explained

. . . when any one hears the word of the kingdom and understands it not, 
then comes the wicked one, and catches away that which was sown in his 

heart.  This is he which received Seed by the wayside" (vv. 4, 19).

If you don’t humble your heart before God, seeking wisdom from above, then 
will there be no "understanding" of the Word; the Devil will "catch away" what 
we have heard or read: but we will have only ourselves to blame!

Jam 1:5-8  If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all 
men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.   [6]   But let him 
ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea 
driven with the wind and tossed. [7]  For let not that man think that he shall 
receive any thing of the Lord.  [8]  A double minded man is unstable in all 
his ways. 

Mat 13:11-12  And he answered them, "To you it has been given to know the 
secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. 12  
For to the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an abundance, 
but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.

Mt 13.19    Mk 4.15   Lu 8.12
The Wayside Explained

54

There are different ways of accepting the word of God, and the fruit which it 
produces depends on the heart of him who accepts it.   

The fate of any spoken word depends on the hearer. 

The Hard Heart – The hard ground of the wayside, the pathway.

• Prejudice can make a man blind to everything he does not wish to see and 
deaf to anything he does not wish to hear.

• An unteachable spirit, one that believes he already knows all there is to 
know, can erect a barrier which cannot easily be broken down. 

It can be the result of pride which does not know that it needs to know; or

It can be the result of the fear of new truth and the refusal to adventure on 
the ways of thought. 

• Sometimes an immoral character and a man's way of life can shut his mind. 

There may be truth which condemns the things he loves and which 
accuses the things he does; and many a man refuses to listen to or to 
recognize the truth which condemns him, for there are none so blind as 
those who deliberately will not see. 
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Mt 13.19    Mk 4.15   Lu 8.12
The Wayside Explained

Matthew 13   [19] When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and 
understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away 
that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by 
the way side.

Mark 4   [15] And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown;  
but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh
away the word that was sown in their hearts.

Luke 8   [12] Those by the way side are they that hear;  then cometh the 
devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should 
believe and be saved.

Misunderstood Idioms

• Leaven: Leaven in three measures of meal (Lk 13:21) refers to the 
fellowship offering (Gen 18:6) which was to be unleavened bread.

Leaven is always used as type for sin.   Sin puffs up.

• Mustard Tree:  A tree so large that the birds of the air lodge it its 
branches.  “Birds” are consistently pictured as ministers of Satan. 
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Mt 13.4    Mk 4.4   Lu 8.5 
THE FOWLS OF THE AIR

Matthew 13   [4] And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way 
side, and the fowls came and devoured them up:

Mark 4   [4] And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the 
way side, and the fowls of the air came and devoured it up.

Luke 8   [5] ….and as he sowed, some fell by the way side;  and it 
was trodden down, and the fowls of the air devoured it.

“...fowls of the air”: The Hard Heart resists the Word of God, 
making it easy for Satan (the birds) to snatch it away. 

Evil one!  Jer 5:27. 

Mt 13:19 the evil one takes away the seed: birds are bad in 
parables.

Hard hearts must be plowed, furrowed and softened up before they 
can receive the seed and this can be painful (Jer 4:3; Hos 10:12).
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Mt 13.19    Mk 4.15   Lu 8.12
THE BIRDS, THE WICKED ONE, THE DEVIL

Matthew 13   [19] When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and 
understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth
away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received 
seed by the way side.

Mark 4   [15] And these are they by the way side, where the word is 
sown;  but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and 
taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts.

Luke 8   [12] Those by the wayside are they that hear;  then cometh 
the devil, and taketh away the word  by the way out of their hearts, 
lest they should believe and be saved.

Who are the birds? 

It is the evil one who takes away the seed: remember, birds are 
bad in parables.

Here the “fowls of the air” are identified as ministers of Satan.
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Mt 13.19    Mk 4.4   Lu 8.5 
THE FOWLS OF THE AIR

Matthew 13   [19] When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it 
not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his 
heart. This is he which received seed by the way side.

Mark 4   [15] And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown;  but when 
they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was 
sown in their hearts.

Luke 8   [12] Those by the way side are they that hear;  then cometh the devil, and 
taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved.

[wicked one] The devil, Satan is called "the enemy" (Mat 13:25, Mat 13:28, Mat 13:39; 
Luk 10:19; Act 13:10).

[Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word]   This is Satan’s first 
business (2Co 4:4; Mat 13:19; Luk 8:12, John 10:10).

There are always birds in the branches:

• Judas among the disciples; He must have been standing there during this story...
• Ananias and Sapphira in the Jerusalem church (Acts 5:1-11);
• Simon Magus in the church in Samaria (Acts 8:1-24);
• Satan’s ministers boldly invaded the Corinthian church (2 Cor 11:13-15).

The bigger the net, the greater the possibility of catching both good and bad fish (Mt 
13:47-50).
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Mt 13.20-21    Mk 4.16-17    Lu 8.13

Stony Soil Explained
Matthew 13

[20] But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that 
heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it;  [21] Yet hath he not 
root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution 
ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended.

Mark 4

[16] And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground;  who, 
when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness;  
[17] And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: 
afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, 
immediately they are offended.

Luke 8

[13] They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word 
with joy;  and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time 
of temptation fall away.
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Mt 13.5-6    Mk 4.5-6    Lu 8.6 
STONY GROUND - NOT MUCH EARTH

Matthew 13   [5] Some fell upon stony places, where they had not 
much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no 
deepness of earth:  [6] And when the sun was up, they were 
scorched;  and because they had no root, they withered away.

Mark 4   [5] And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much 
earth;  and immediately it sprang up, because it had no depth of 
earth:  [6] But when the sun was up, it was scorched;  and 
because it had no root, it withered away..

Luke 8   [6] And some fell upon a rock;  and as soon as it was 
sprung up, it withered away, because it lacked moisture.

The rocky ground was not ground full of stones; it was a narrow skin 
of earth over a shelf of limestone rock.   Much of Galilee was like that. 

Seed which fell there germinated in the thin layer of soil but because 
the soil was so shallow and held so little nourishment and moisture, 
the heat of the sun soon withered the sprouting seed and it died. 
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Mt 13.20-21    Mk 4.16-17    Lu 8.13 
STONY GROUND - RECEIVES THE WORD WITH JOY, BUT …

Matthew 13   [20] But he that received the seed into stony places, the 
same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it;

[anon]  Means soon, presently, or by and by.

Mark 4   [16] And these are they likewise which are sown on stony 
ground;  who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive 
it with gladness;

Luke 8   [13] They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive 
the word with joy;  and these have no root, which for a while 
believe, and in time of temptation fall away.

Typical of the land area — thin soil on top of limestone.  
No depth to the soil.

“...stony ground”: Impulsive, emotional, shallow hearers without 
roots...always looking for the feeling, the experience…

This illustrates those who hear the Word of God and gladly receive it, but 
have no depth of commitment, no root to endure, no stability to stand 
persecution, trial, and misunderstanding which are sure to come.
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Mt 13.20-21    Mk 4.16-17    Lu 8.13 
STONY GROUND - ENDURES FOR AWHILE

Luke 8   [13] They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the 
word with joy;  and these have no root, which for a while believe, and 
in time of temptation fall away.

"But endures for awhile." 

There is the unyielding rock beneath that never yields to the Word, and 
gives no room or time for rooting.    

Outwardly, there was a favorable to profession but there was no root.   
The rocks in the soil remained buried.

Like leaves on a dead limb, they hang on the branch but have no life in 
them.  

They only hang on until the first rough blast to shakes them off.  (Jn 15)

Repentance is not just turning away from sin.

It involves turning to Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior investing 
your life in Him; following, obeying Him…

You can’t live in ‘both’ worlds … you will choose one or the other.
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Mt 13.20-21    Mk 4.16-17    Lu 8.13 
STONY GROUND - ENDURES FOR AWHILE

Mat 13:20-21  As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one 
who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21  yet he has 

no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or 
persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away.

Initial growth is fast but superficial; there is no depth…its “on the 
surface” only

At first they show promise, but later prove shallow and 
disappointing. 

Their emotions have been moved, but their heart has not been 
searched; 

There is a natural "joy" but no deep conviction or true 
repentance.

Without a ‘heart transplant”, when trouble or persecution comes, 
having no deep roots to secure them (still being hard hearted), 
they wither and are ‘blown’ away… They wilt under pressure…
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Mt 13.20-21    Mk 4.16-17    Lu 8.13 
STONY PLACES – FALLS AWAY UNDER PRESSURE 
Mat 13:20-21  As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one 

who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21  yet he has 
no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or 

persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away.

They base their relationship on whatever is happening and whatever 
they feel at the moment, bending whichever way the wind is blowing… 

Jas 1:5-8  …like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the 
wind.  7  For that person must not suppose that he will receive 
anything from the Lord;  8  he is a double-minded man, unstable in 
all his ways.

Psa 1:1-3  Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the 
wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of 
scoffers;  2  but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his 
law he meditates day and night.  3  He is like a tree planted by 
streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf 
does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers.
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Mt 13.20-21    Mk 4.16-17    Lu 8.13 
STONY PLACES – FALLS AWAY UNDER PRESSURE 
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Mat 13:20-21  As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one 
who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21  yet he has 
no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or 
persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away.

The hearer has no desire to and who fails to think things out and think 
them through. 

At the mercy of every new craze. 
They take a thing up quickly and just as quickly drop it. 
They must always be in the fashion. 
They begin some new hobby or begin to acquire some new 
accomplishment with enthusiasm, 

When things becomes difficult ,they abandon it, or unwilling to invest 
themselves in it, their enthusiasm wanes and they lay it aside. 

Some people's lives are littered with things they began and never 
finished. 134

Mt 13.20-21    Mk 4.16-17    Lu 8.13
WHEN TROUBLE COMES ON ACCOUNT OF THE WORD…

54

Matthew 13 [21] Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when 
tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is 
offended.

Mark 4 [17] And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: 
afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, 
immediately they are offended.

Luke 8  [13] They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word 
with joy;  and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of 
temptation fall away.

A man can be like that with the word.   Without watering the seed, the Word, when 
the heat is on, he falls away, withers, is scorched

When he hears the word he may be swept off his feet with an emotional 
reaction; but no man can live on an emotion.   The fire of enthusiasm can 
quickly become a dying ember. 

Our salvation is a free gift that cannot be earned, but once received we MUST 
treasure and invest ourselves in it.  The word in us must be tended. 
Christianity has its demands and responsibilities and these must be faced and 
accepted before the Christian can grow and mature in faith.   Mt 6:24 Lu 16:13

135

Mt 13.20-21    Mk 4.16-17    Lu 8.13
WHEN TROUBLE COMES ON ACCOUNT OF THE WORD…

Matthew 13 [21] Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for 
when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and 
by he is offended.

Mark 4 [17] And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: 
afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, 
immediately they are offended.

Luke 8  [13] They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the 
word with joy;  and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in 
time of temptation fall away.

[dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth
because of the word, by and by he is offended] 

A reference to backsliding (Luk 8:13; Joh 15:1-6; Rom 8:12-13; Gal 
1:6-8; Gal 5:4, Gal 5:19-21; Gal 6:7-8; 2Co 11:3-4; 1Th 3:8; 1Ti 
5:11-15; 2Ti 2:12; Jas 5:19-20; 1Jn 3:8; Heb 3:6, Heb 3:12-14; Heb 
6:4-12; Heb 10:26-29; Heb 12:15; 2Pe 2:20-22; Rev 3:5; Rev 
22:18-19).

[tribulation] Act 14:22; Rom 5:3; 2Ti 3:12.
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Mt 13.20-21    Mk 4.16-17    Lu 8.13 
STONY PLACES – HAVE NO ROOT IN THEMSELVES

Matthew 13 [21] Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when 
tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended.

Mark 4 [17] And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, 
when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are 
offended.

Luke 8  [13] They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy;  
and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away.

Nothing sown can last without roots set in and nourished by good ground and by water.   

The emotional hearer not realizing the cost to be genuine is always chasing the next 
“feel good experience.”

There are many people who are attracted by Christianity but who never let it 
get beyond the surface of their lives.   They may be believers but they are not 
followers.

With Christ it is a case of:   all or nothing.   

The Lord requires that a believer must give himself in total commitment to Christ 
regardless of the cost and follow Him.

These believers do not think their decision through and do not realize what it 
means and what it costs to follow Christ. 
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(1 Jn 2:12-14)   “I write to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you 
for His name’s sake.  I write to you, fathers, because you have known Him who 
is from the beginning.  I write to you, young men, because you have overcome 
the wicked one.  I write to you, little children, because you have known the 
Father.  I have written to you, fathers, because you have known Him who is 
from the beginning.  I have written to you, young men, because you are strong, 
and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the wicked one”. 

There are stages of growth and maturity in the family of God, just as there are in 
a physical or human family – Children,  Young Men,  Fathers

“I write to you children because your sins have been forgiven.” 

Do you know people who have been in the faith a long time, but when you try to 
have a spiritual conversation with them, all they know is that their sins have been 
forgiven?    

It’s wonderful to know our sins are forgiven but if that’s all we know we’re at a 
childhood level.   

Children haven’t grown in biblical doctrine.  Their knowledge of God is 
shallow. They have no depth of knowledge, no roots.  When the pressure 
comes they wilt.

Mt 13.20-21    Mk 4.16-17    Lu 8.13 
STONY PLACES – IT’S NOT ALL THEIR FAULT
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Mt 13.20-21    Mk 4.16-17    Lu 8.13 
STONY PLACES – IT’S NOT ALL THEIR FAULT

Many methods connected with today’s “evangelism” results in this type of 
hearer. 

• The appeal to the emotions, “Do you feel it ??? “Do you sense it ???
• The "bright singing" mostly about me and what I do or will do…
• The sentimentality of manufactured atmospheres – setting a mood…
• The excitement manufactured moments – “What a great service!  The Spirit was 

really there today!   (HE IS THERE EVERY DAY !!!)

Worship is not about being entertained by a talented actor.  It is about being 
transparent – letting others see Christ in you and reproducing it in them

Visible, quick, feel good "results," produce nothing that we can take root in 
and no change in living or attitude.

Sinners are urged to make a "decision," then assured that all is well.   
A pat on the back, a warm handshake, “God bless, Come back soon…” and 
out the door.  

The poor soul leaves with a false and effervescent "joy“ that lasts until the first 
time life hits him hard again.   He has the Good seed left in shallow, unprepared 
ground having no depth…  

LET’S NOT LET BECOME PUVEYORS OF STONY GROUND
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Mt 13.22    Mk 4.18-19    Lu 8.14

The Thorny Soil Explained

Matthew 13

[22] He also that received 
seed among the thorns is 
he that heareth the word;  
and the care of this world, 
and the deceitfulness of 
riches, choke the word, and 
he becometh unfruitful.
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Mark 4

[18] And these are they 
which are sown among 
thorns;  such as hear the 
word, [19] And the cares of 
this world, and the 
deceitfulness of riches, and 
the lusts of other things 
entering in, choke the word, 
and it becometh unfruitful.

Lu 8.14

[14] And that which fell 
among thorns are they, 
which, when they have 
heard, go forth, and are 
choked with cares and 
riches and pleasures of 
this life, and bring no fruit 
to perfection.
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Mt 13.22    Mk 4.18-19   Lu 8.14 
THORNS – THE CARES OF THIS WORLD

Matthew 13 [22] He also that received seed among the thorns is he 
that heareth the word;  and the care of this world, and the 
deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh
unfruitful.

Mark 4 [18] And these are they which are sown among thorns;  such 
as hear the word, [19] And the cares of this world, and the 
deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, 
choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.

Luke 8 [14] And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when 
they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches 
and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection.

They mean well but they get swept up in the cares of this world. 

The world makes its demands on you and it’s thorns choke out 
any spiritual fruit.
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Mt 13.22    Mk 4.18-19   Lu 8.14
THORNS – GROWING PLANTS

Matthew 13 [22] He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth
the word;  and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke 
the word, and he becometh unfruitful.

Mark 4 [18] And these are they which are sown among thorns;  such as hear the 
word, [19] And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and 
the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh
unfruitful.

Luke 8 [14] And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have 
heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this 
life, and bring no fruit to perfection.

[they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word ...] 

The Word is choked by three things:

1. The cares of the world or the lusts of the flesh (Mar 4:19; Mat 13:22; Luk
8:14; Luk 21:34; Gal 5:19-21; 1Jn 2:15-17)

2. The deceitfulness of riches or the pride of life (Mar 4:19; Mat 13:22; Luk
8:14; 1Ti 6:8-10, 1Ti 6:17; 1Jn 2:15-17)

3. The lusts of other things or pleasures and the lust of the eyes (Mar 4:19; 
Luk 8:14; Luk 21:34; 1Jn 2:15-17)
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Mt 13.7, 22    Mk 4.7   Lu 8.7 
THORNS – THE CROWDED HEART

Matthew 13   [7] And some fell among thorns;  and the thorns sprung 
up, and choked them:

Mark 4   [7] And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and 
choked it, and it yielded no fruit.

Luke 8   [7] And some fell among thorns;  and the thorns sprang up with 
it, and choked it.

Mat 13:22  As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who 
hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness 
of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.

The one who does not truly repent and remove the weeds: the worldly 
cares and the lust for things, will only have them come back again and 
become a priority, crowding out and choking out God’s Word.

It is easy to pack life with so many competing interests that there is 
no time left for Christ. 

The careful farmer is commanded to “break up the fallow ground, and 
sow not among thorns.” (Cf. Jer 4:3; Hos 10:12).
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Mark 4.18-19   Lu 8.14 
THORNS – THE CROWDED HEART

Mar 4:18-19 And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the 
word, 19 And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of 

other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.

Luk 8:14 And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go 
forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit 

to perfection.

Wait a Minute---These are added thorns, not just old dormant thorns

Here it is not inward causes but external snares that render the hearers unfruitful.

1 John 2:15-16    Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any 
man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  16   For all that is in 
the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is 
not of the Father, but is of the world. 

The Word does not produce a spiritual harvest in all who hear it due to the thorns of:

• 1st : natural hardness of man’s heart; 
• 2nd : the superficiality of the flesh; 
• 3rd : the attractions and distractions of the world. 

These are 4are instructed by these 3 ground types that the Devil, the flesh and the world 
will oppose their labors and block their fruitfulness and growth
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Mt 13.22    Mk 4.18-19   Lu 8.14
THORNS – THE CROWDED HEART

54

This is the hearer who has so many interests in life that the most 
important things, get crowded out. 

A man becomes too busy to pray; he becomes so preoccupied with 
so many things that he forgets to study the word of God: 

His business can take such a grip of him that he is too tired to 
think of anything else. 

He can become so involved in committees and good works and 
charitable services that he leaves himself no time for his God 
from whom all love and service come.   

It is not the things which are obviously bad which are dangerous.  

The "second best is always the worst enemy of the best." 

We must be careful to see that Christ is not squeezed out of the top 
priority in our life. 

The Lord does not just want to be on our to do list, 
He wants to be the only thing on it.
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Mt 13.22    Mk 4.18-19   Lu 8.14 
THORNS – THE CARES OF THIS WORLD

Matthew 13 [22] He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the 
word;  and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the 
word, and he becometh unfruitful.

Mark 4 [18] And these are they which are sown among thorns;  such as hear the word, 
[19] And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts 
of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.

Luke 8 [14] And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go 
forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring 
no fruit to perfection.

[cares and riches and pleasures of this life]

• Are sinful (Heb 11:25); 
• of the flesh (Gal 5:19-21); 
• transitory (Job 21:12-13; Heb 11:25); 
• vain (Ecc 2:1-11); 
• proof of folly (Ecc 7:4); 
• characteristic of the wicked (Isa 47:8; Eph 4:17-19; 2Ti 3:4; Tit 3:3; 1Pe 4:3); 
• proof of spiritual death (1Ti 5:6); 
• an abuse of riches (Jas 5:1-5); and 
• are to be judged by God (1Co 6:9-11; Gal 5:19-21).
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Mt 13.22    Mk 4.18-19   Lu 8.14 
THORNS – CHOKE THE WORD, BECOMING UNFRUITFULL

Matthew 13 [22] He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth
the word;  and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke 
the word, and he becometh unfruitful.

Mark 4 [18] And these are they which are sown among thorns;  such as hear 
the word, [19] And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, 
and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh
unfruitful.

Luke 8 [14] And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have 
heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this 
life, and bring no fruit to perfection.

Thorns: Worldly and sinful pleasures:

• They choke the Word of God in the heart (Luk 8:14); 

• cause rejection of God (Luk 21:34); 

• cause poverty (Pro 21:17); 

• exclude from God’s kingdom (Gal 5:19-21; 2Th 2:12); and 

• end in sorrow and eternal punishment (Job 20:12-16; Pro 21:17; 1Co 6:9-
11; Rom 1:29-32; Rom 6:16-23; Rom 8:12-13; Gal 5:19-21). 
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Seeking Riches: 
Why it is hard for some to inherit eternal life:

1. Their oppressions of the poor in making themselves rich (Neh 5:1-13; Jas 2:6-7; 
Jas 5:1-7; Pro 18:23; Jer 22:13-19)

2. Their lack of trust in God (Job 21:7-15; Psa 52:1-6)

3. Their trust in riches (Job 31:24-28; Psa 52:1-6; Pro 18:11; 1Ti 6:17)

4. Their pride over success (Psa 52:1-6; Psa 73:3-9; Pro 28:11; Eze 28:5; 1Ti 6:4-19)

5. Their sinful pleasures (Jer 5:7-9, Jer 5:27-31; Amo 6:1-6)

6. Their boastings (Jer 9:23; Deu 8:17-18; 1Ti 6:4-19)

7. Their unwillingness to share with the destitute (Mar 10:17-27; Luk 18:22-26; 1Ti 
6:17-19; 1Jn 3:17)

8. Their covetousness for more riches (Luk 12:15-21; Luk 16:13-31)

9. Their highmindedness (1Ti 6:17-18; Jas 1:10; Deu 8:17)

10. Their refusal to obey God (Mar 10:21; Luk 12:15; 1Ti 6:17-18; Mat 6:19-21; Pro 
23:4)

God gives riches so men will recognize Him.  He can also take them away (1Sa 2:7; 
Deu 8:17-18; 1Ti 6:17-18; Gen 24:1; 1Ki 3:12-14; Job 42:10). 

He also gives many warnings to the rich (Deu 6:10-12; Deu 8:10-18; Deu 31:20; Pro 
23:4; Pro 27:23-24; Pro 28:8, Pro 28:20-22; Pro 30:8-9; Ecc 5:9-19; Ecc 6:1-2; 
Isa 5:8; Mat 6:19-21; Mat 13:22; Mar 4:19; Luk 12:15; 1Ti 6:4-19).
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Mt 13.23    Mk 4.20   Lu 8.15

The Good Soil Explained

Matthew 13

[23] But he that received 
seed into the good ground 
is he that heareth the word, 
and understandeth it;  
which also beareth fruit, 
and bringeth forth, some an 
hundredfold, some sixty, 
some thirty.

54

Mark 4

[20] And these are they 
which are sown on good 
ground;  such as hear the 
word, and receive it, and 
bring forth fruit, some 
thirtyfold, some sixty, and 
some an hundred.

Lu 8.4-8.18

[15] But that on the good 
ground are they, which in 
an honest and good heart, 
having heard the word, 
keep it, and bring forth fruit 
with patience.

149
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Mt 13.23    Mk 4.20   Lu 8.15 
GOOD GROUND – THE FRUITFUL HEART

He that received seed into the good ground is he that hears the Word, 
and understands it; which also bears fruit, and brings forth, some an 

hundred fold, some sixty, some thirty" Mat 13:23 

Christ did not say this good ground is he in whom a Divine work of 
grace has been wrought, - nor - is it he whose heart has been made 
receptive by the operation of the Holy Spirit 

Jesus says good ground is the one in which if the seed is planted,
and he understands it, 

brings forth fruit.

Each ‘good ground’ hearer of the Word, if he is to be fruitful,
must do it by the grace of God

He must hear it, understand it and bear fruit

The true believer is evidenced by a changed life (2Co 5:17; Gal 5:19-23)
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Mt 13.23    Mk 4.20   Lu 8.15 

GOOD GROUND – HEARING AND UNDERSTANDING

Matthew 13   [23] But he that received seed into the good ground is he that 
heareth the word, and understandeth it;  which also beareth fruit, and 
bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.

Mark 4   [20] And these are they which are sown on good ground;  such as 
hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some 
sixty, and some an hundred.

Luke 8   [15] But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and 
good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with 
patience.

[they which are sown on good ground ...]  

These are they who hear the Word of God, who wholeheartedly and eternally 
surrender to obey it, and strive to please God in all things. 

They get rid of all shallowness, fickleness, and irresponsibility, along with 
deceitfulness of riches and pleasures, lusts of the flesh, pride of life, and 
lusts for other things that would hinder them in living for God. 

They are honest and true and conform to the principles of all scriptural light 
as they get to know it in order to please God (Mt 13:23; Lu 8:15; 1Jn 1:7).
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Mt 13.23    Mk 4.20   Lu 8.15 
GOOD GROUND – HEARING AND UNDERSTANDING

Matthew 13   [23] …he that heareth the word, and understandeth it …
Mark 4   [20] …hear the word, and receive it…
Luke 8   [15] …having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit…

[hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit] 

Three things are required of good ground:

1. "Hear the Word.“

Over 155 times God commands men to hear Him and His Word.  Not one 
time is there a hint that what He says will be hard to understand or that it 
needs any special interpretation. 

The entire Bible assumes that what it says is clear enough if men will 
only believe it as it reads and not change it.

2. "Receive it." 

This is the main battleground of man.  If men could not understand the 
Bible there would be some justifiable reason for rejecting it. 

3. "Bring forth fruit." 

When the Word of God is received and obeyed it will bring forth fruit
(Isa 55:11).
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Mt 13.23    Mk 4.20   Lu 8.15 
THE BIBLE IS EASILY UNDERSTOOD IF…

God, who created all things, is fully capable of saying what He means 
and meaning what He says.

God communicates…
The statements like:  

“It’s too hard to understand.”   
“It’s so complicated” 

are not reasons but excuses.
We are accusing God of not being able to communicate with us; it’s His fault.   

In reality it’s our lack of caring and reverence for Him that is the ‘root’ of 
our problem.  We are unwilling not unable…

The Bible Is Simple – easily understood - because:

1. It is a revelation from God of God (2Ti 3:16-17; 2Pe 1:21; Heb 1:1).

2. Its truths are repeated  (2Co 13:1).  
All one needs to do with the Bible is find out what God says, where He 
says it and then believe it.
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Mt 13.23    Mk 4.20   Lu 8.15 
THE BIBLE IS EASILY UNDERSTOOD  IF…

The Bible Is Simple – easily understood - because:

3. It is written in the simplest human terms possible.   
If it is understood as it is written then it is a simple book (Lu 24:25, 45).

4. God is the author (2Ti 3:16-17; 2Pe 1:21). 

A deity that could not express himself as clearly as man does would 
not be the living, all-knowing God. 

One who could, yet would not make himself clear and sought to 
hide from man the very truth he expected to judge him by would be 
an unjust person. 

A deity who had to be interpreted every time he spoke would not be 
worthy of our consideration. 

The fault in Bible complications is not with God or the Bible, but 
with men who refuse to believe what God says and think we have 
to interpret what He says in order to get the meaning.
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Mt 13.23    Mk 4.20   Lu 8.15 
THE BIBLE IS EASILY UNDERSTOOD  IF…

The Bible Is Simple – easily understood - because:

5. It was given by God to be understood by simple and trusting 
people   (Deu 29:29; Mat 11:25; Mat 13:19-23; 2Co 4:1-6; 2Ti 
3:16-17).

6. Simply reading and believing is all that is required to understand 
it   (Psa 1:2-3; 2Ti 2:15; Mat 11:15; Mar 4:22-23).

7. 80% of it is plain history, promises, and simple instructions on 
how to live.   Mar 8:17-18

The other 20 percent is simple prophecy - history written 
beforehand.   

8. God has given us Himself, the Holy Spirit, to lead us into and 
teach us His truth.   John 14:15-26,  16:13-15
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Mt 13.23    Mk 4.20   Lu 8.15 
THE BIBLE IS ONLY HARD TO UNDERSTAND IF…

Who Finds the Bible Hard to Understand

1. Those ignorant of its contents
2. Those too lazy to read it

3. Those biased contrary to its true doctrines (Mat 15:7-14; Joh 8:43)
4. Rebels against what it says because they have listened to religious 

teachers who explain it away

5. Those uninterested in trying to understand it due to the satanic theory that 
it is hard to understand

6. Those too worldly and sinful to believe it because it condemns them

7. Unstable souls who argue with it to their own destruction (2Pe 3:16)
8. Deceivers who use it to further their own interests (2Co 4:1-4)

9. Those who permit Satan to blind and rob them of truth (Mat 13:19-23; 2Co 
4:1-4)

10.  Those who refuse to humble themselves and be converted (Mat 18:3; Isa 
6:9-10)

11.   Those who don’t want to understand it, do not try to understand and do 
not ask God to help us understand it.
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Mt 13.23    Mk 4.20   Lu 8.15 
GOOD GROUND – THE 3 ENEMIES OF A FRUITFUL LIFE

Matthew 13   [23] But he that received seed into the good ground is he that 
heareth the word, and understandeth it;  which also beareth fruit, and 
bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.

Mark 4   [20] And these are they which are sown on good ground;  such as 
hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some 
sixty, and some an hundred.

Luke 8   [15] But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and 
good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with 
patience.

There are 3 specific forces that fight against the seed bearing fruit:
• The devil snatches the seed from hard hearts (vv. 4, 15);

• The flesh produces a temporary emotional response in shallow hearts 
(vv. 5-6, 16-17);

• The world smothers the growth in crowded hearts (vv. 7, 18-19).
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Mt 13.23    Mk 4.20   Lu 8.15 
GOOD GROUND – TO BEAR FRUIT

Matthew 13   [23] But he that received seed into the good ground is he that 
heareth the word, and understandeth it;  which also beareth fruit, and bringeth
forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.

Mark 4   [20] And these are they which are sown on good ground;  such as hear 
the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and 
some an hundred.

Luke 8   [15] But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good 
heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.

[bring forth fruit with patience]  being consistent: continuously

Conditions for a fruit bearing life in a follower:
1. Hears – takes the Word of God to heart to do it  (Luk 8:12).
2. Believes and is saved (Luk 8:12; Mar 16:16).
3. Maintains an honest, good heart (Luk 8:12; Rom 6:16-23; Rom 8:12-13).
4. Keeps the Word of God in the heart (Luk 8:12; Joh 15:7).
5. Does not fall away, but is rooted and grounded in truth (Luk 8:13; Col 1:23; 

Col 2:6-7; Heb 3:6, Heb 3:12-14; Heb 12:14-15).
6. Obeys the Word of God (Luk 8:15, Luk 8:21; Jas 2:14-23; Rom 1:16).
7. Bring forth fruit by perseverance (Luk 8:15; Joh 6:27; Joh 15:1-8).
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Mt 13.8, 23    Mk 4.8, 20   Lu 8-8, 15 
GOOD GROUND – THE FRUITFUL HEART

Rev 1:3 Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this 
prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time 

is at hand.

Luke 8:15  But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest 
and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit 
with patience.

1st: The Word must be received "in an honest and good heart." 
2nd: They "keep it." 
3rd: They "bring forth fruit with patience." 

The requirements of fruitfulness: 
• an unprejudiced mind and an open heart; 
• understanding the Word received; 
• holding it fast and with perseverance: consistent endurance
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Mt 13.8, 23    Mk 4.8, 20   Lu 8-8, 15 
GOOD GROUND – BEARING FRUIT, 30x, 60x, 100x

Matthew 13   [23] But he that received seed into the good ground is he that 
heareth the word, and understandeth it;  which also beareth fruit, and 
bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.

Mark 4   [20] And these are they which are sown on good ground;  such as 
hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, 
some sixty, and some an hundred.

Luke 8   [15] But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and 
good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with 
patience.

[beareth fruit]   Fruit bearing depends upon the kind of soil and proper care 
in cultivation. 

[some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred]   There are different 
degrees of fruit bearing but not different kinds or degrees of Christians.

The good ground represents the prepared heart that receives the seed and 
produces a harvest in varying degrees: “fruit ... more fruit ... much fruit ...” 

(Jn 15:1-8).
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Lessons from John 15:1-8.

1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 

2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every 
branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more 
fruit. 

3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 

4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 
except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 

5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 

6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; 
and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are 
burned. 

7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, 
and it shall be done unto you. 

8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my 
disciples.
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Lessons from John 15:1-8.
1. God is the husbandman (Joh 15:1).

2. Christ is the vine (Joh 15:1, Joh 15:5).
3. Believers are the branches in Christ (Joh 15:2, Joh 15:5).

4. Every fruitless branch "in me" is cut off, withered, gathered with other dead 
branches and cast into the fire and burned (Joh 15:2, Joh 15:6).

5. Every fruitful branch "in me" is purged that it might be more fruitful (Joh 15:2, 
Joh 15:5).

6. Every branch "in me" is clean (pure in heart by the Word if walking in the light, 
(Joh 15:3; Mat 5:8; Eph 5:26; Joh 3:5; Jas 1:18; 1Pe 1:23; 1Jn 1:7).

7. Branches must "abide in" Christ and Christ in them to produce fruit (Joh 15:4-
5).

8. The branch is helpless to produce fruit of itself (Joh 15:4-5).

9. Christ is helpless to produce fruit through the branch unless it remains in Him 
(Joh 15:4-6).

10. Branches must abide in Christ or be cut off and burned (Joh 15:6).

11. Branches must not only remain in Christ but must have His words abiding in 
them or prayers will not be answered (Joh 15:7).

12. God can only be glorified by the branches when they remain in Christ and 
produce much fruit (Joh 15:8).
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Mt 13.8, 23    Mk 4.8, 20   Lu 8-8, 15 
GOOD GROUND – THE FRUITFUL HEART
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Matthew 13   [23] But he that received seed into the good ground is he that 
heareth the word, and understandeth it;  which also beareth fruit, and 
bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.

Mark 4   [20] And these are they which are sown on good ground;  such as 
hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some 
sixty, and some an hundred.

Luke 8   [15] But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and 
good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with 
patience.

The person who is like the good ground. 

• Has a mind is open, at all times willing to learn. 

• Is prepared to hear, never too proud or too busy to listen.. 

• Understands, has thought the thing out and knows what this means for 
them, and is prepared to accept it. 

• Translates hearing into action, produces the good fruit of the good seed. 

The real hearer is the one who listens, who understands, and who obeys. 163

Mt 13.1-13.23    Mk 4.1-4.25   Lu 8.4-8.18
Different soils;  Different hearts;  Different results

54

Each of the first three soils represents a different enemy:

– In the Hard Heart, the devil snatches the seeds;
– In the Shallow Heart, the flesh produces counterfeits; fragile sprouts
– In the Crowded Heart, the things of the world smother the growth 

and prevent the harvest from growing to full maturity.

These are the great three: the world, the flesh, and the devil (Eph 2:1-3).

Three-fourths of the soils - the hearts - did not produce any fruit 

Even the hearts that were fruitful did not all produce “a hundredfold.”

As we sow the seed in our preaching, teaching, and witnessing, we must 
not become discouraged (Gal 6:9; Ps 126:5–6).

God will use His Word, sow His seed, as He sees fit.   It will not be 
wasted (Isa 55:8–11).

Neither should we become elated over a false growth (vv. 30–34). 
A mustard seed is tiny but, when grown, produces a large shrub, not a 
tree.
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Mt 13.1-13.23    Mk 4.1-4.25   Lu 8.4-8.18
Different soils;  Different hearts;  Different results

54

There is the suggestion here that Satan (the birds in the tree) will encourage 
a false growth that will give opportunity for the enemy to work. 

In Scripture, a large tree can symbolize a great worldly kingdom  (Ezek 
17:22–24; 31:3–9; Dan 4:20–22).

Who is the “Sower”?

As my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. John 20:21

We need to sow abundantly:

But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and 
he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. 2 Co 9:6

We need to sow passionately:

He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless 
come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.  Ps 126:6

We need to sow patiently:

And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if 
we faint not.   Gal 6:9
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Mt 13.1-13.23    Mk 4.1-4.25   Lu 8.4-8.18
Different soils;  Different hearts;  Different results

54

The lesson is in the picture of the seed which brought forth abundant fruit. 
Some seed may fall by the wayside and be snatched away by the birds; 
Some seed may fall on the shallow ground and never come to maturity; 
Some seed may fall among the thorns and be choked to death; 

But, in spite of all that, in due time, the harvest does come. 

We must sow in faith, the confidence that even if some of the seed is 
wasted, none the less the harvest will come. 

This parable should be an encouragement to those who sow the seed of the 
word. 

When a man sows the seed of the word, he does not know what effect 
the seed is having.  
No preacher or teacher ever knows if what he was doing or the effect he 
is having. It is his task to sow the seed, and to leave the rest to God. 

He never knows for certain the type of soil the seed is falling upon.

When a man sows the seed, he must not look for quick results.   
It may take a long time before the seed of the Word germinates in 
the heart of a man. 
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Four soils; four hearts; four results 
Mt 13.1-13.23    Mk 4.1-4.25   Lu 8.4-8.18
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The Hard Heart (vv.4, 15) resists the Word of God, making it 
easy for Satan (the birds) to snatch it away.  Hard hearts 
must be plowed and broken up before they can receive the 
seed and this can be painful.

The Shallow Heart (vv.5-6; 16-17 ).  Having no depth, nothing 
can last without roots.  The emotional hearer, not realizing 
the cost to be genuine.  Always chasing the next 
“experience.”

The Crowded Heart (vv.7, 18-19).  The one who does not 
truly repent and remove the weeds: the worldly cares and 
the lust for things.

The Fruitful Heart (vv.8, 20).  The true believer evidenced by 
a changed life. 167

Mark 4.1-4.25  
Four Responsibilities:

54

These chapters present four responsibilities of God’s people:

1) Sowing: Mark 4:1–20, 30–34

2) Shining: Mark 4:21–25

3) Reaping: Mark 4:26–29

4) Trusting: Mark 4:35–41
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Mat 5:14-16   Mk 4.21-25   Lu 8.16-18
Candles, Beds, and Baskets

54

Mark 4

[21] And he said unto them, Is a 
candle brought to be put under a 
bushel, or under a bed? and not 
to be set on a candlestick?

[22] For there is nothing hid, 
which shall not be manifested;  
neither was any thing kept secret, 
but that it should come abroad.

[23] If any man have ears to hear, 
let him hear.

[24] And he said unto them, Take 
heed what ye hear: with what 
measure ye mete, it shall be 
measured to you: and unto you 
that hear shall more be given.  
[25] For he that hath, to him shall 
be given: and he that hath not, 
from him shall be taken even that 
which he hath.

Lu 8.4-8.18

[16] No man, when he hath 
lighted a candle, covereth it 
with a vessel, or putteth it 
under a bed;  but setteth it 
on a candlestick, that they 
which enter in may see the 
light.

[17] For nothing is secret, 
that shall not be made 
manifest;  neither any thing 
hid, that shall not be known 
and come abroad.

[18] Take heed therefore 
how ye hear: for whosoever 
hath, to him shall be given;  
and whosoever hath not, 
from him shall be taken 
even that which he seemeth
to have. 169

Mat 5:14-16
[14] Ye are the light of the 
world. A city that is set on 
an hill cannot be hid. 
[15] Neither do men light a 
candle, and put it under a 
bushel, but on a 
candlestick; and it giveth
light unto all that are in the 
house. 
[16] Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may 
see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is 
in heaven.

Mat 5:14-16   Mk 4.21-25   Lu 8.16-18
CANDLES, BEDS, AND BASKETS
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Jesus had a unique command of language. 

He could say the most vivid and pithy things. 

He could say things that stuck in the memory and refused to be 
forgotten. 

Further, he must have said many of these things far more than once. 

He was moving from place to place and from audience to 
audience; and he must have repeated much of his teaching 
wherever he went. 

The consequence was that men remembered the things that Jesus 
said -- they were said with such vividness that they could not be 
forgotten -- but they forgot on which occasion they were said. 

The result was a great many of what one might call "orphan" 
sayings of Jesus that were embedded in men's minds and 
remembered for ever, but the context and the occasion were 
forgotten. 
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Mat 5:14-16   Mk 4.21-25   Lu 8.16-18
CANDLES, BEDS, AND BASKETS

54

The four consecutive verses in Mark are scattered all over Matthew. 

Clearly they are independent statements that stand on their own and we 
must take them one by one. 

In Mk 4:21 there is the saying about the lamp. 

Mk 4:21 is repeated in Matt 5:15; 

In Mk 4:22 there is the saying about the revealing of secret things. 

Mk 4:22 is repeated in Matt 10:26;

In Mk 4:24 there is the saying which lays it down that we shall receive 
back with the same measure as we have given. 

Mk 4:24 is repeated in Matt 7:2;

In Mk 4:25 there is the saying that to him who has still more will be 
given. In Mark these verses come one after another in immediate 
succession. 

Mk 4:25 is repeated in Matt 13:12 and also in Matt 25:29. 
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Mt 5:15   Mk 4.21   Lu 8.16 
CANDLES AND CANDLESTICKS

Matthew 5  [15] Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but 
on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.

Mark 4   [21] And he said unto them, Is a candle brought to be put under a 
bushel, or under a bed? and not to be set on a candlestick?

Luke 8   [16] No man, when he hath lighted a candle, covereth it with a 
vessel, or putteth it under a bed;  but setteth it on a candlestick, that they 
which enter in may see the light.

[candle]   Not a wax candle like we know it today but a shallow oil lamp and 
floating wick.

[candlestick] Not a candlestick like we know but a lampstand, a pedestal, 
shelf or small alcove on which the oil lamp was placed.

A lamp once lit was keep burning 24x7 as it was the source of flame for all 
that went on throughout each day in the home.

It was meant to be seen being placed where it would be visible to all and 
would illumine the whole house.
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Mt 5:15   Mk 4.21   Lu 8.16 
LIGHT IS MEANT TO BE SEEN

Matthew 5  [15] Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but 
on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.

Mark 4   [21] And he said unto them, Is a candle brought to be put under a 
bushel, or under a bed? and not to be set on a candlestick?

Luke 8   [16] No man, when he hath lighted a candle, covereth it with a vessel, 
or putteth it under a bed;  but setteth it on a candlestick, that they which 
enter in may see the light.

God’s truth is often symbolized by light.   

Isa_9:2 The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they 
that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light 
shined.

Joh_3:19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.

Eph_5:8 For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: 
walk as children of light:

1Th_5:5 Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are 
not of the night, nor of darkness.
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Mt 5:15   Mk 4.21   Lu 8.16 
LIGHT IS MEANT TO BE SEEN

Matthew 5  [15] Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but 
on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.

Mark 4   [21] And he said unto them, Is a candle brought to be put under a 
bushel, or under a bed? and not to be set on a candlestick?

Luke 8   [16] No man, when he hath lighted a candle, covereth it with a vessel, 
or putteth it under a bed;  but setteth it on a candlestick, that they which 
enter in may see the light.

God’s truth is often symbolized by light.   

Isa_9:2 The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they 
that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light 
shined.

Joh_3:19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.

Eph_5:8 For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: 
walk as children of light:

1Th_5:5 Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are 
not of the night, nor of darkness.
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Mt 5:15   Mk 4.21   Lu 8.16 
LIGHT IS MEANT TO BE SEEN

Matthew 5  [15] Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but 
on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.

Mark 4   [21] And he said unto them, Is a candle brought to be put under a 
bushel, or under a bed? and not to be set on a candlestick?

Luke 8   [16] No man, when he hath lighted a candle, covereth it with a 
vessel, or putteth it under a bed;  but setteth it on a candlestick, that they 
which enter in may see the light.

Christianity is in its very nature something which must be seen.    Truth is 
meant to be seen; it is not meant to be concealed. 

There may be times when it is dangerous to tell the truth; 

There may be times when to tell the truth is the quickest way to 
persecution and to trouble. 

The true Christian will stand by the truth in face of all. 

Mat 10:26-27 Fear them not therefore: for there is nothing covered, that 
shall not be revealed; and hid, that shall not be known. 27 What I tell 
you in darkness, that speak ye in light: and what ye hear in the ear, that 
preach ye upon the housetops.
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Mat 5.16   Mk 4.22   Lu 8.17 
NO SUCH THING AS A SECRET FOLLOWER 
YOUR LIGHT MUST SHINE FOR ALL TO SEE

Matthew 5  [16] Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

Mark 4 [22] For there is nothing hid, which shall not be manifested;  neither 
was any thing kept secret, but that it should come abroad.

Luke 8 [17] For nothing is secret, that shall not be made manifest;  neither 
any thing hid, that shall not be known and come abroad.

In every walk of life there are times when we know quite well what the truth 
demands, what is the right thing to do, what a Christian man ought to do. 

In every walk of life there are times when we fail to do it, because it 
would be to court unpopularity and perhaps worse. 

The lamp of truth is something to be held aloft and not concealed under a 
bushel, under a bed or anywhere else its light cannot illuminate the place 

where we are in the interests of a cowardly safety. 
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Mat 5.16   Mk 4.22   Lu 8.17 
NO SUCH THING AS A SECRET FOLLOWER 

Matthew 5  [16] Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

Mark 4 [22] For there is nothing hid, which shall not be manifested;  
neither was any thing kept secret, but that it should come abroad.

Luke 8 [17] For nothing is secret, that shall not be made manifest;  
neither any thing hid, that shall not be known and come abroad.

In almost every person there is an instinctive fear of being different; and the 
world is always likely to persecute those who do not conform to pattern. 

It is easy to find excuses and prudent reasons why we should not flaunt 
our Christianity in the world's face. 

It is our duty, our privilege, to never be ashamed to show whose we are and 
whom we serve. 

Rom_1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew 
first, and also to the Greek.
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Mat 5.16   Mk 4.22   Lu 8.17 
LIGHT EXPOSES THINGS IN THE DARK

Matthew 5  [16] Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

Mark 4 [22] For there is nothing hid, which shall not be manifested;  
neither was any thing kept secret, but that it should come abroad.

Luke 8 [17] For nothing is secret, that shall not be made manifest;  
neither any thing hid, that shall not be known and come abroad.

[manifest] Greek: phaneros (G5318), made visible or known. 

That which is supposed to be secret or unknown in words or deeds 
will be made public. 

The innermost secrets of men will become open to all (Psa_40:9-10,  
Ecc_12:14; Mat_10:26-27; Luk_8:17, Luk_12:2-3; Act_4:20; 
Act_20:27; 1Co_4:5).

[nothing hid, which shall not be manifested]  Previously unrevealed 
truth will be completely revealed so that all can see it alike.
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Mt 13.12    Mk 4.23-25   Lu 8.18 
THE BALANCE OF LIFE 

54

Matthew 13  [12] For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have 
more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away 
even that he hath.

Mark 4   [23] If any man have ears to hear, let him hear.  [24] And he said unto 
them, Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall be 
measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be given.  [25] For he 
that hath, to him shall be given: and he that hath not, from him shall be 
taken even that which he hath.

Luke 8   [18] Take heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoever hath, to him shall 
be given;  and whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken even that which 
he seemeth to have.

What you get out of any activity will be determined by what you put into it. 

All study give pleasure and satisfaction in proportion to the effort that we are 
prepared to spend upon them. 

The more study you are prepared to give to any subject, the more you 
will get from it.   

A superficial study of Scripture will often leave us quite uninterested 
whereas a really intensive study will leave us thrilled and fascinated. 
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Mt 13.12    Mk 4.23-25   Lu 8.18
THE MORE YOU LET THE LIGHT SHINE

THE BRIGHTER YOU GET

54

Matthew 13  [12] For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have 
more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away 
even that he hath.

Mark 4   [23] If any man have ears to hear, let him hear.
[24] And he said unto them, Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye 
mete, it shall be measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be 
given.  [25] For he that hath, to him shall be given: and he that hath not, 
from him shall be taken even that which he hath.

Luke 8   [18] Take heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoever hath, to him shall 
be given;  and whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken even that which 
he seemeth to have.

God has established a universal law, a principle in life that the man who has, 
will get more; and that the man who has not will lose what he has. 

There is no standing still in life.   We are either going forward or going back.

We are either shining in the world or our hidden light is dimming, going out.
The man who stops shining will lose even what light he has. 
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Mt 13.12    Mk 4.23-25   Lu 8.18
THE MORE YOU USE WHAT YOU HAVE RIGHTLY, 

THE MORE YOU WILL BE GIVEN
Matthew 13  [12] For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more 

abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath.

Mark 4   [23] If any man have ears to hear, let him hear.  [24] And he said unto them, 
Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you: and 
unto you that hear shall more be given.  [25] For he that hath, to him shall be given: 
and he that hath not, from him shall be taken even that which he hath.

Luke 8   [18] Take heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoever hath, to him shall be 
given;  and whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken even that which he seemeth
to have.

Jas 1:5-6 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men 
liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 6 But let him ask in 
faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven 
with the wind and tossed.   Cf: Parables of the Talents, etc

The Lord gives you some truth and sees how you receive it, what you do with it; that 
will determine the next step...

Count the number of times the word “hear” is used in these chapters.

It refers to taking God’s truth into the inner person, just the way soil 
receives the seed, letting it grow, and bear fruit.
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Mt 13.12    Mk 4.23-25   Lu 8.18
HE THAT HEARS SHALL BE GIVEN MORE

Matthew 13  [12] For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall 
have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken 
away even that he hath.

Mark 4   [23] If any man have ears to hear, let him hear.  [24] And he said 
unto them, Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall be 
measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be given.  [25] For 
he that hath, to him shall be given: and he that hath not, from him shall 
be taken even that which he hath.

Luke 8   [18] Take heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoever hath, to him 
shall be given;  and whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken even 
that which he seemeth to have.

It is a divine principle that whoever accepts truth and is honestly wanting the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth, he will be given truth.

If you hear and obey more light will be given, 
but if you fail to take heed, you will lose what you have.
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Mt 13.12    Mk 4.23-25   Lu 8.18
HIM THAT HEARS NOT SHALL LOSE WHAT HE HAS

Matthew 13  [12] For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall 
have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be 
taken away even that he hath.

Mark 4   [23] If any man have ears to hear, let him hear.  [24] And he said 
unto them, Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall be 
measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be given.  [25] For he 
that hath, to him shall be given: and he that hath not, from him shall be 
taken even that which he hath.

Luke 8   [18] Take heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoever hath, to him 
shall be given;  and whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken even 
that which he seemeth to have.

It is also a divine principle that whoever is dishonest in handling the truth and 
evades the truth and who seeks for excuses to not accept and obey it, he will 
revert to darkness and fallacy in the extreme.
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Mt 13.12    Mk 4.23-25   Lu 8.18
SEEMED TO BE GENUINE

Luke 8   [18] Take heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoever hath, to him 
shall be given;  and whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken even 
that which he seemeth to have.

[seemeth] Greek: dokeo (G1380), 

To suppose, be of the opinion, reputed. 

It is used of doubtful things. 

One must have the Word of God in him before it can be taken away 
(Heb 6:4-9; Heb 10:26-29).

One who seems to have it, seems to be good soil, but bears no 
fruit never had the seed implanted.   It was an illusion.

Either stony or thorny soil that for a time gave the appearance 
of good soil with seed having taken root.
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Mt 13.12    Mk 4.23-25   Lu 8.18
YOU WILL SAY WHAT’S IN YOUR HEART

WHAT YOU HEAR, IS IN YOUR HEART

Matthew 13  [12] For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall 
have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken 
away even that he hath.

Mark 4   [23] If any man have ears to hear, let him hear.  [24] And he said 
unto them, Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall 
be measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be given.  [25] For 
he that hath, to him shall be given: and he that hath not, from him shall be 
taken even that which he hath.

Luke 8   [18] Take heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoever hath, to him 
shall be given;  and whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken even 
that which he seemeth to have.

We must be careful how we hear (Lk 8:18) and what we hear for this 
determines what we have to share with others.  (Ro 10:14, 17; Lu 6:45)

We do not receive the Word so we can enjoy it by ourselves. 

We receive that we might share, just as a lamp gives itself to 
provide light for the house (cf. Mt 5:15–16; Lk 11:33–36).
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Mt 13.12    Mk 4.23-25   Lu 8.18
TAKE HEED WHAT YOU HEAR

Matthew 13  [12] For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall 
have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken 
away even that he hath.

Mark 4   [23] If any man have ears to hear, let him hear.  [24] And he said 
unto them, Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall 
be measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be given.  [25] For 
he that hath, to him shall be given: and he that hath not, from him shall be 
taken even that which he hath.

Luke 8   [18] Take heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoever hath, to him 
shall be given;  and whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken even that 
which he seemeth to have.

A warning as to what we hear and a promise that if we hear correctly more 
will be given. 

Mat 11:29  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle 
and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

If we reject truth, what we have will be taken away 
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Mt 13.12    Mk 4.23-25   Lu 8.18
TAKE HEED HOW YOU HEAR

Matthew 13  [12] For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall 
have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken 
away even that he hath.

Mark 4   [23] If any man have ears to hear, let him hear.  [24] And he said 
unto them, Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall be 
measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be given.  [25] For he 
that hath, to him shall be given: and he that hath not, from him shall be 
taken even that which he hath.

Luke 8   [18] Take heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoever hath, to him 
shall be given;  and whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken even that 
which he seemeth to have.

Take heed that you rid yourselves of those things which hinder your profiting 
by the Word; 

• lest you hear carelessly or with prejudice and without self-application; 
• lest you lose what you have gained and fail to be saved. 

Christ prefers faithful hearers and doers of the Word to His nearest relatives 
(Luk 8:19-21). 
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Mt 10.26-27     Mk 4.22-23     Lu 8.17
THE TRUTH CANNOT BE SUPPRESSED 

54

Mat 10:26-27 Fear them not therefore: for there is nothing covered, that 
shall not be revealed; and hid, that shall not be known. 27 What I tell 
you in darkness, that speak ye in light: and what ye hear in the ear, 
that preach ye upon the housetops.

Mark 4 [22] For there is nothing secret that will not be brought into the 
open; nothing is done that it should be hidden away, but that it should 
lie open for all to see.  [23] If a man has ears to hear let him hear. 

Luke 8   [17] For nothing is secret, that shall not be made manifest;  
neither any thing hid, that shall not be known and come abroad.

Jesus says that the truth cannot be hidden – even if we try to hide it.

This applies in two directions. 

First, it applies to truth itself.   The truth is indestructible. 

Men may refuse to face it; 
they may try to suppress it; 
they may even try to obliterate it; 
they may refuse to accept it 

but in the end it will prevail. 
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Mt 10.26-27     Mk 4.22-23     Lu 8.17
THE TRUTH CANNOT BE SUPPRESSED 

54

Mat 10:26-27 Fear them not therefore: for there is nothing covered, that 
shall not be revealed; and hid, that shall not be known. 27 What I tell 
you in darkness, that speak ye in light: and what ye hear in the ear, that 
preach ye upon the housetops.

Mark 4 [22] For there is nothing secret that will not be brought into the open; 
nothing is done that it should be hidden away, but that it should lie open 
for all to see.  [23] If a man has ears to hear let him hear. 

Luke 8   [17] For nothing is secret, that shall not be made manifest;  neither 
any thing hid, that shall not be known and come abroad.

Secondly, it applies to ourselves and to our own life and conduct. 

When a man does a wrong thing his first instinct is to hide. 
That is what Adam and Eve did (Gen 3:8). 

But truth has a way of emerging. In the last analysis no man can hide the 
truth from himself, and the man with a secret is never a happy man. 

The web of deception is never a permanent concealment. 
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Mt 10.26-27     Mk 4.22-23     Lu 8.17
THE TRUTH CANNOT BE SUPPRESSED 
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Mat 10:26-27 Fear them not therefore: for there is nothing covered, that shall 
not be revealed; and hid, that shall not be known. 27 What I tell you in 
darkness, that speak ye in light: and what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye 
upon the housetops.

Mark 4 [22] For there is nothing secret that will not be brought into the open; 
nothing is done that it should be hidden away, but that it should lie open for 
all to see.  [23] If a man has ears to hear let him hear. 

Luke 8   [17] For nothing is secret, that shall not be made manifest;  neither any 
thing hid, that shall not be known and come abroad.

When it comes to ultimate things, no man can have any secrets from God. 

In the end it is literally true that there is nothing which will not be revealed in 
the presence of God. 

We are bound to make life such that all men may look on it and God 
survey it without shame to ourselves. 

1Jn 2:28 And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall 
appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before 
him at his coming.
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Mt 13.34-35    Mk 4.1-4.25
Parables

54

Matthew 13:34   All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in 
parables; and without a parable spake he not unto them:  35 That it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will 
open my mouth in parables; I will utter things which have been kept 
secret from the foundation of the world.

Mar 4:33  With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they 
were able to hear it.   34  He did not speak to them without a 
parable, but privately to his own disciples he explained everything. 

Jesus only spoke to the multitudes in parables (from Chapter 12 on).

These parables contain truths that are hidden from the Old 
Testament (otherwise they would not have been “kept hidden from 
the foundation of the world”  (7x: here; Mt 25:34; Lk 11:50; 1Co 2:7; 
Heb 4:3; 9:26; Rev 13:8; 17:8).

These things that the Lord is talking about in Matthew 13 are first-time 
occasions, not found overtly in other Old Testament books. 191

Mark 4:26-29
The Parable of the Seed Growing

192

Mar 4:26  And he said, "The kingdom of God is as if a man 
should scatter seed on the ground.  27 He sleeps and rises 
night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not 
how.    [The sower sows seed]

28 The earth produces by itself,  [The Wayside]

first the blade,   [The Stony Ground]

then the ear,   [The Thorny Ground]

then the full grain in the ear.

29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, 
because the harvest has come.“   [The Good Ground]
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Four Soils (Summary)
Mt 13.1-13.23    Mk 4.1-4.25   Lu 8.4-8.18
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PARABLE OF THE SOWER
These four groups are seen in the Gospel:

Hard Ground
(Hard hearts)

Rocky Soil
(Shallow faith)

Thorny Soil
(Worldly cares)

Good Soil
(Open hearts)

Wayside without 
understanding; 
birds steal the 

seed away.

Stony places 
without root; fail 
under pressure.

Among thorns; too 
entangled in the 

cares of this world.

Good ground; 
hearing and 

understanding: 
bear much fruit.

Pharisees and 
religious leaders 

refused to believe.

The crowds 
wanted Jesus’ 

miracles but did 
not stay when 

things got difficult.
John 6:66

The rich young 
ruler:  interested in 
Jesus but ruler by 

materialism.
Luke 18:18-30

Followed Jesus 
regardless of the 

cost.
Luke 8:1-3
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Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant   

as always: Acts 17:11  1 Thess 5:21 194

1] The Sower and Four Soils (v.3 - 9)
[Interpretation in private] (v.18 - 23)

2] The Tares and the Wheat (v.24 - 30)
[Interpretation in private] (v.36 - 43)

3] The Mustard Seed (v.31 - 32)

4] The Woman and the Leaven (v.33)

5] The Treasure in the Field (v.44)

6] The Pearl of Great Price (v.45 - 46)

7] The Dragnet (v.47 - 50)

Something new, something old (v.51 - 52)

Denouncement (v.53f)

The Matthew 13 - Kingdom Parables
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