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BEWARE THE LAMB

Harmony of the Gospels 52-58
52. JESUS TEACHES HIS DISCIPLES AND THE MULTITUDES –
GALILEE
LU 12.1-12.59
53. SLAUGHTER OF CERTAIN GALILEAN; PARABLE OF THE
BARREN FIG TREE - GALILEE
LU 13.1-13.9
54. PARABLE OF THE SOWER - SEA OF GALILEE NEAR
CAPERNAUM
MT 13.1-13.23 MK 4.1-4.25 LU 8.4-8.18
55. PARABLE OF THE TARES; OTHER PARABLES - NEAR
CAPERNAUM
MT 13.24-13.53 MK 4.26-4.34
56. JESUS INSTRUCTS THE DISCIPLES TO CROSS THE LAKE;
VARIOUS INCIDENTS; THE STORM IS STILLED - SEA OF
GALILEE MT 8.18-8.27 MK 4.35-4.41 LU 8.22-8.25
57. THE DEMONIACS OF GADARA - NEAR THE SEA OF GALILEE
MT 8.28-9.1 MK 5.1-5.21 LU 8.26-8.40

The Kingdom Parables Matthew 13
PARABLE OF THE TARES; OTHER PARABLES
8 February 2019
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Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant as always: Acts 17:11 1 Thess 5:21

58. LEVI'S FEAST; TEACHING CONCERNING FASTING –
CAPERNAUM
MT 9.10-17 MK 2.15-2.22 LU 5.29-5.39
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Harmony of the Gospels 59-64

What Scripture say is so – is so !!

59. THE RAISING OF JAIRUS'S DAUGHTER; THE WOMAN WITH
THE ISSUE OF BLOOD - CAPERNAUM MT 9.18-9.26 MK 5.225.43 LU 8.41-8.56

We are not free to ignore it or change it.
There is much detail that Scripture does not elaborate upon.
-- They are left ‘vacant’ since they are not necessary to the story, point
or principle that God is communicating to us.
-- The ‘missing’ detail can often be useful to our understanding of the
times, and customs of what Scripture says and can be ascertained
using historical information and good use of logic and God directed
common sense to fill in those details.
We are free to do this so long as:
• We do not obscure God’s message contained in what He has
revealed to us in Scripture.
• We do not alter, revise, or explain away what Scripture does say
in order to fit our “theory” into God’s account.

60. TWO BLIND MEN HEALED AND A DUMB SPIRIT IS CAST OUT CAPERNAUM? MT 9.27-9.34
61. JESUS VISITS NAZARETH AGAIN AND IS REJECTED AGAIN –
NAZARETH
MT 13.54-13.58 MK 6.1-6.6
62. A THIRD TRIP AROUND GALILEE; THE TWELVE INSTRUCTED
AND SENT OUT - GALILEE MT 9.35 MT 10.1 MT 10.5-11.1
MK 6.6-6.13 LU 9.1-9.6
63. HEROD BELIEVES JESUS TO BE JOHN THE BAPTIST WHOM
HE HAD JUST BEHEADED - GALILEE/PEREA? MT 14.1-14.2
MT 14.6-14.12
MK 6.14-6.16 MK 6.21-29 LU 9.7-9.9

• We recognize that anything and everything other than what
Scripture actually reveals is only a possibility no matter how
‘probable’ it seems to be.
2

64. THE TWELVE RETURN AND WITH JESUS CROSS THE SEA OF
GALILEE, 5,000 ARE FED - CAPERNAUM, N.E. COAST OF THE
SEA OF GALILEEMT 14.13-21 MK 6.30-6.44 LU 9.10-9.17
JN 6.1-6.14
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12 Kingdom Parables
Sower and the Seed
Tares and Wheat
Mustard Seed
Woman and Leaven
Treasure in the Field
Pearl of Great Price
Dragnet
Forgiveness of Debts
Latecomers equally paid
Guests at Marriage Feast
Ten Virgins
Stewardship of Talents

Matt 13:18-23
Matt 13:24-30
Matt 13:31-32
Matt 13:33
Matt 13:34
Matt 13:45-46
Matt 13:47-50
Matt 18:23-35
Matt 20:1-16
Matt 22:1-14 *
Matt 25:1-13
Matt 25:14-30 *

Mar 4:26 And he said, "The kingdom of God is as if a man should
scatter seed on the ground.
27 He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and
grows; he knows not how.
28 The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear,
then the full grain in the ear.
29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle,
because the harvest has come.“
This parable is only in the Gospel of Mark.
The Kingdom of God really means the reign of God;
It means the day when God's will, will be done as perfectly in
earth as it is in heaven.
That is the goal for the whole universe.

7

Mark 4:26-29
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* the darkness outside

Mark 4:26-29
The Parable of how Seeds grow

The Parable of how Seeds grow

Mar 4:26 And he said, "The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter
seed on the ground. 27 He sleeps and rises night and day, and the
seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. 28 The earth produces
by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. 29
But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the
harvest has come.“
The farmer does not make the seed grow.
He does not even understand how it grows.
It has the secret of life and of growth within itself
Man can discover things; he can rearrange them; he can develop them;
but he cannot create them.
We do not create the Kingdom of God; the Kingdom is God's.
We can frustrate it and hinder it; or
We can make a situation in the world where it is given the opportunity
to come more fully and more speedily.
But behind all things is God and the power and will of God.

Mar 4:26 And he said, "The kingdom of God is as if a man
should scatter seed on the ground. 27 He sleeps and
rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he
knows not how. [The sower sows seed]
28 The earth produces by itself, [The Wayside]
first the blade, [The Stony Ground]
then the ear, [The Thorny Ground]
then the full grain in the ear.
29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle,
because the harvest has come.“ [The Good Ground]
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Mark 4:26-29
The Parable of how Seeds grow

8

2

Mark 4:26-29

55

55

2/8/2019

Mark 4:26-29

Mar 4:26 And he said, "The kingdom of God is as if a man should
scatter seed on the ground. 27 He sleeps and rises night and
day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. 28 The
The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the
full grain in the ear. 29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he
puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.“
Nature's growth is often imperceptible.
If we see a plant every day we cannot see its growth taking
place. It is only when we see it, and then see it again after an
interval of time that we notice the difference.
The growth of the Kingdom may, like that of the plant, be
imperceptible from day to day; but over the years it is plain.
There is nothing spasmodic about God. Nature's growth is
constant. Night and day, while man sleeps, growth goes on. The
The work of God goes on quietly; unceasingly God unfolds his
plan.

Mar 4:26 And he said, "The kingdom of God is as if a man should
scatter seed on the ground. 27 He sleeps and rises night and day,
and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. 28 The earth
produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in
the ear. 29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle,
because the harvest has come.“
There is a consummation.
There is a day when the harvest comes.
The good fruit is gathered in, and the weeds and the tares are
destroyed. Harvest and judgment go hand in hand.
It is a summons to patience.
It is a summons to hope.
It is a summons to preparedness.
If we live in patience which cannot be defeated, in hope which cannot
despair, and in preparation which always sees life in the light of
eternity, we will be ready for his harvest when it comes.
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The Parable of how Seeds grow
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The Parable of how Seeds grow

Matthew 13.24-30 [ESV]
PARABLE OF THE TARES

Mar 4:26 And he said, "The kingdom of God is as if a man should
scatter seed on the ground. 27 He sleeps and rises night and day,
and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. 28 The earth
produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in
the ear. 29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the
sickle, because the harvest has come.“

24 He put another parable before them, saying, "The kingdom of heaven
may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 25 but
while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat and went away.
26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared
also.
27 And the servants of the master of the house came and said to him,
'Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it
have weeds?‘
28 He said to them, 'An enemy has done this.' So the servants said to
him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?‘
29 But he said, 'No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat
along with them.
30 Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell
the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be
burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.‘”

Nature's growth is inevitable. There is nothing so powerful as growth.
A tree can split a concrete pavement with the power of its growth.
A weed can push its green head through an asphalt path.
Nothing can stop growth.
It is so with the Kingdom.
In spite of man's rebellion and disobedience, God's work goes on;
and nothing in the end can stop the purposes of God.
10
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The Parable of how Seeds grow
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Matthew 13:24-30 [Barclay]
The Act Of An Enemy

36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples
came to him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the
field."
37 He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man.
38 The field is the world, and the good seed is the sons of the kingdom.
The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who
sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the
reapers are angels.
40 Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at
the end of the age.
41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his
kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42 and throw them
into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.
43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their
Father. He who has ears, let him hear.

Jesus put forward another parable. "The Kingdom of Heaven," he said to
them, "is like what happened when a man sowed good seed in his field.
When men slept, his enemy came and sowed darnel in the middle of the
corn, and went away.
When the green grain grew, and when it began to produce its crop, then the
darnel appeared.
The servants of the master of the house came to him and said, 'Sir, did we
not sow good seed in your field? From where, then, did it get the
darnel?'
'An enemy has done this,' he said to them.
The servants said to him, 'Do you wish us to go and collect the darnel?'
But he said, 'No; for if you gather the darnel the danger is that you may root
up the corn at the same time. Let them both grow together until the
harvest time; and at the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers,
"First gather the darnel and bind them into bundles for burning. But
gather the corn into my storehouse.“

Matthew 13.36-43 [ESV]
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PARABLE OF THE TARES EXPLAINED
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24 He put another parable before them, saying, “
The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man [37 the Son of Man]
who sowed good seed [38 sons of the kingdom]
in his field [38 the world],
25 but while his men were sleeping, his enemy [39 the devil]
came and sowed weeds [38 sons of the evil one] among the wheat and went away.
26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also.
27 And the servants of the master of the house came and said to him, 'Master, did you not
sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?‘
28 He said to them, 'An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, 'Then do you
want us to go and gather them?‘
29 But he said, 'No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them.
30 Let both grow together until the harvest, and
at harvest time [39 the end of the age]
I will tell the reapers [39 the angels],
Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat
into my barn.‘”
40 Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the end of the age.
41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all
causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

When he had sent the crowds away, he went into the house.
His disciples came to him. "Explain to us," they said, "The parable of the
darnel in the field."
He answered: "He who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is
the world. The good seed stands for the sons of the Kingdom; the
darnel is the sons of the evil one. The enemy who sowed it is the devil.
The harvest is the end of this age; the reapers are the angels.
Just as the darnel is gathered and burned with fire, so it will be at the end
of this age.
The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather all the stumblingblocks, and all those who act lawlessly, out of the Kingdom, and will
cast them into the furnace of fire; and weeping and gnashing of teeth
will be there.
Then the righteous will shine as the sun in the Kingdom of their Father.
Who has ears let him hear.“
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43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has
ears, let him hear.

Matthew 13:36-43 [Barclay]
The Act Of An Enemy Explained
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Matthew 13.24-30

WHILE HIS MEN SLEPT

PARABLE OF THE TARES

24 He put another parable before them, saying, "The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field,
25 but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed
weeds among the wheat and went away.

This parable is the second of the series,
One is the number of unity,
it stands alone, excluding all difference.
Two is the first number which may be divided,
It stands for division, conflict. With two there is a
difference, there is another.
This other may be different either for good or evil.
The first of the seven parables of Matthew 13 describes
the work of Christ; the second the work of Satan!

19

55

Matthew 13:24-25
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Paul wrote: "The mystery of iniquity does already work“ (2 Thes 2:18).
John said: "You have heard that Antichrist shall come, even now are
there many antichrists" (1 John 2:18).
Jude wrote: "There are certain men crept in unawares, who were
before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning
the grace of our God into lasciviousness" (Jude 1.4).
To the Church at Pergamos Christ said: "I have a few things against
thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of
Balaam . . . . so hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the
Nicolaitans which thing I hate" (Rev. 2:14-15).
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WHILE HIS MEN SLEPT

Matthew 13:24-25
WHILE HIS MEN SLEPT

24 He put another parable before them, saying, "The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his
field, 25 but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and
sowed weeds among the wheat and went away.
Under cover of the darkness the Devil sowed his tares!
This is characteristic of Satan, for he hates the light: secrecy,
stealth, dishonesty, are his favorite tactics.
The Sower did not sleep:
He slumbers not, neither is weary. Psa_121:3-4
Nor does Satan.
He is ever on the alert, going about, "seeking whom he
may devour." 1 Ptr 5:8
The reference is to the unwatchful condition which developed
among the people.

24 He put another parable before them, saying, "The kingdom of heaven
may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 25 but while
his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the
wheat and went away.
Remember the words of Christ to His disciples,
Mar 13:33-37 Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the
time will come. 34 It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves
home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and
commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. 35 Therefore stay awake—
for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the
evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning—
36 lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. 37 And what I say to
you I say to all: Stay awake.“
Heed the warning of Rom 13:11
Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first
believed.
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Matthew 13:24-25
THE ACT OF THE ENEMY
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SOWED WEEDS AND WENT AWAY

24 He put another parable before them, saying, "The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his
field, 25 but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and
sowed weeds among the wheat and went away.
The pictures in this parable would be clear and familiar to a
Palestinian audience.
The idea of a man deliberately sowing darnel in someone else's
field is by not fiction. That was actually sometimes done.
Even today in India, one of the direst threats which a man can
make to his enemy is "I will sow bad seed in your field."
It was so serious that it was codified in Roman law as a crime
and its punishment laid down.
Tares were one of the curses against which a farmer had to labor.
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24 He put another parable before them, saying, "The kingdom of heaven may
be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 25 but while his men
were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and
went away.
Satan seeks to destroy God’s testimony on earth by introducing a spurious
Christianity, a clever imitation of the real thing.
Satan has an imitation Gospel and he works from within the church.
2Co 11:13-15 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising
themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder, for even Satan
disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 So it is no surprise if his servants,
also, disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end will
correspond to their deeds.
Gal 1:6-8 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you
in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 7 not that there
is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the
gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to
you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed
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SOWED WEEDS AND WENT AWAY

Matthew 13:24-25
THE TARES – The Bearded Darnel

24 He put another parable before them, saying, "The kingdom of heaven
may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 25 but
while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among
the wheat and went away.

24 He put another parable before them, saying, "The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his
field, 25 but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and
sowed weeds among the wheat and went away.

Thorns or thistles would have been easily detected and removed.
But, the tares were a weed called bearded darnel (Lolium Temulentum).
In their early growth stages the tares so closely resembled the wheat
or barley that it was impossible to distinguish the one from the other.
When both had headed out however it was easy to distinguish the
plants one from the other, but…
By that time their roots were so intertwined that the tares could
not be weeded out without tearing the good grain out with
them.
The farmers do not attempt to separate the one from the other.
Both must be left to grow together until the time of harvest.”

Satan is no originating genius, but is ever an imitator.
He produces counterfeits of the works of God.
If we study Scripture we are not be ignorant of his devices (2 Cor.
2:11).
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Matthew 13:24-25
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LEAVE THEM SO THE WHEAT IS NOT HARMED

LET THEM BOTH GROW UNTIL THE HARVEST

26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared
also. 27 And the servants of the master of the house came and said to
him, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it
have weeds?‘ He said to them, 'An enemy has done this.' So the
servants said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?‘ 29
But he said, 'No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along
with them.
The tares and the wheat are so like each other that the Jews called the
tares bastard wheat.
In their early stages the wheat and the tares so closely resembled
each other that the popular idea was that the tares were a kind of
wheat which had gone wrong.

25

30 Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I
will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles
to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.‘”
The Owner of the field forbade any interference with the tares.
The time for this to be "the end of the world" (v. 39)
The Greek word is not "kosmos," as in John 1:10, but "aion."
Hebrews 9:26: "But now once in the end of the world" has He
appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself."
The world, the physical earth or the world-system did not
"end" at the crucifixion of Christ."
Mat 13:38-39 The field is the world, and the good seed is the
sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39
and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the
end of the age, and the reapers are angels.
there is another Age to follow this one, namely, the Millennium.

27

25

The Hebrew for tares is zunim, comes from the zizanion (<G2215>);
zunim is said to be connected with the word zanah (<H2181>),
which means to commit fornication;
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Matthew 13:30

SEPARATE AND GATHER THEM AT THE HARVEST

SEPARATE AND GATHER THEM AT THE HARVEST

30 Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I
will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles
to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.‘”

30 Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will
tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles
to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.‘”
We do not read of any opposition to or hindrance toward the growth
of the tares among the wheat.
The enemy’s success is clearly stated by the prominence given to the
"tares" in this parable.
36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his
disciples came to him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of
the weeds of the field."
Not "the parable of the good seed and the tares“
The mention of "bundles" in verse 30 bears out the same thought.

The darnel in its early stages was indistinguishable from the wheat,
but in the end it had to be laboriously separated from it, or the
consequences were serious.
The grain of the bearded darnel is slightly poisonous.
It causes dizziness and sickness and is narcotic in its effects,
and even a small amount has a bitter and unpleasant taste.
As a rule the separation of the darnel from the wheat is done
after the threshing.
The grain is spread out on a large tray where workers are
able to pick out the darnel, which is a seed similar in
shape and size to wheat, but slate-grey in color.”
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Matthew 13:30

SEPARATE AND GATHER THEM AT THE HARVEST

THE IDIOMS OF THE PARABLE OF THE TARES

30 Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will
tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to
be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.‘”

37 He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man.
38 The field is the world, and
the good seed is the sons of the kingdom.
The weeds are the sons of the evil one,
39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil.
The harvest is the end of the age, and
the reapers are angels.

"Every plant which My heavenly Father has not planted, shall be
rooted up" (Matthew 15:13).
Pay attention to the "gathering together" of the tares into bundles.
They are not actually cast into the fire at this point, they are not even
removed from the field.
The tares are separated and bundled, left in the field.

The Sower of the good seed is the same, "the Son of Man;"
the "field" is the same, "the world“.
But verse 19 called the seed, "the word of the kingdom,"
In verse 38 "the good seed are the children of the kingdom."

29

Like produces like:
the word of the kingdom produces sons of the kingdom: the
fruit is according to the Seed!

29
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It is the wheat that is gathered into the Barn before the tares are
"burned“
The gathering of the wheat corresponds with 1Th 4:16-17, Is 26:20
Evidence for the removal, the rapture of the saints from the field prior
to God’s judgment of the world being poured out on the world.
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Matthew 13:36-43
THE PARABLE OF THE TARES EXPLAINED

Eschatology

36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came
to him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field."
37 He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man.
38 The field is the world, and
the good seed is the sons of the kingdom.
The weeds are the sons of the evil one,
39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil.
The harvest is the end of the age, and
the reapers are angels.
40 Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the
end of the age.
41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his
kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42 and throw them into
the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.
43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
He who has ears, let him hear.

Amillennial

Preterism

Post-Tribulational

Post-Millennial

Reconstructionism

Mid-Tribulational

Pre-Tribulational

Fundamentalists

Many Denominations
Allegorical

Pre-millennial

Hermeneutics

Literal
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Jesus rules on David’s Throne

THE WRATH OF GOD

ABOMINATION THAT
CAUSES DESOLATION

TWO WITNESSESS
144,000 SEALED

??? 2000 A.D.

WAR - GOG/MAGOG EZ 38-39

MAN OF SIN COMES TO POWER

Gone for two days…

TIME OF JACOB’S TROUBLE

WAR – INNER RING VICTORY PS83

1 Tim 4
2 Tim 2; 3
2 Co 11:13
2 Ptr 2

MILLENIUM (1,000 YEARS)

HOSEA 6.2

Back for 1 day

MAN OF SIN (ANTI-CHRIST)
& FALSE PROPHET CAST
INTO THE LAKE OF FIRE

SATAN
LOOSED FOR
A SHORT TIME

SATAN BOUND FOR 1,000 YEARS

2 THES 2
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If the reapers had had their way, they would have immediately tried to
tear out the darnel and in the process they would have torn out the wheat
as well.
Separation and disposal had to wait until the harvest came.
Judgment does come but only when the fruit is seen.
Only then will the plant be able to be identified.
By their fruit are they known… Mat_12:33-37 Luk_6:43-49
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Matthew 13:30, 40-43
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40 Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at
the end of the age.
41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his
kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42 and throw them
into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.
43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their
Father. He who has ears, let him hear.

35

Satan and those NOT found
in the BOOK OF LIFE are
cast into the Lake of Fire
for eternity

33

WHEAT INTO THE BARN, BURN THE TARES

Matthew 13:40-43
THE HARVEST, SEPARATION, AND JUDGEMENT

There are influences in the world which
• help the seed of the Word to flourish and to grow in us,
• and there are others which seek to destroy the good seed before it
can produce fruit at all.
We must be diligently on our guard.
Eph 4:27 … give no opportunity to the devil.
It is sometimes hard to distinguish between those who are in the
Kingdom and those who are not.
A man may appear to be good and may in fact be bad.
A man may appear to be bad and may yet be good.
We are often much too quick to judge people labeling them as
good or bad without knowing all the facts. No one who sees only
part of a thing can judge the whole; and no one who knows only
part of a man's life can judge the whole man.
36
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30 Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the
reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but
gather the wheat into my barn.
40 Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the end
of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of
his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42 and throw them into the
fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43
Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who
has ears, let him hear.
Post-millenniarians believe that through the preaching of the Gospel the cause
of Christ will extend until the whole earth is filled with the knowledge of the glory
of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.
Jesus explicitly declares that the wheat and the tares should "grow together
until the harvest," which He defined as "the end of the age."
Jesus gave no hint that the "tares" would gradually die out, or that they would
decrease in numbers; that the wheat would eventually overtake them. He
stated that, at the end, they would be found in such quantity as to need
binding "in bundles.”
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Matthew 13:40-43
THE HARVEST, SEPARATION, AND JUDGEMENT

A NEW HEAVEN
AND NEW EARTH
ETERNITY FUTURE

Petra
Bosrah
Ammon
Edom
Moab
Modern Jordan

PS 27:5

GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGEMENT
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Matthew 13:40-43
THE HARVEST, SEPARATION, AND JUDGEMENT

Judgment is not hasty, but judgment comes.
1Co 3:13 each one's work will become manifest, for the Day will
disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test
what sort of work each one has done.
Rev 20:12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the
throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened,
which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was
written in the books, according to what they had done.

Mat 13:31 He put another
parable before them, saying,
"The kingdom of heaven is
like a grain of mustard seed
that a man took and sowed in
his field.
Mat 13:32 It is the smallest of
all seeds, but when it has
grown it is larger than all the
garden plants and becomes a
tree, so that the birds of the
air come and make nests in
its branches.”

Mar 4:30 And he said, "With what
can we compare the kingdom of
God, or what parable shall we use
for it?
Mar 4:31 It is like a grain of
mustard seed, which, when sown
on the ground, is the smallest of
all the seeds on earth,
Mar 4:32 yet when it is sown it
grows up and becomes larger
than all the garden plants and
puts out large branches, so that
the birds of the air can make nests
in its shade."
39
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Consistency of idioms: “The Principle of Expositional Constancy.”
The Son of man

Sower:

The Son of man

Field:

The World

Field:

The World

Seed:

The Word; all good seed

Soils:

Those in the World who hear

Good seed:
The children of the kingdom, the good
crop that grew in the good ground
bearing fruit; the righteous

Stony places:
Those who hear, receive the word joyfully
but eventually wilt when persecution,
trouble and challenges come
Thorny soil:
Those who hear the word but continues to
choose things this life offers and who
becomes unfruitful
Good ground:
Those who hear the word and understand it
bearing fruit
Fowls/Birds:
The agents of the wicked one

Tares:
The children of the wicked [one];
those planted by the wicked one in the
field of good ground
Enemy:

The devil; the wicked one

Harvest:

The end of the world

Reapers: The angels [of God]

In the first parable the assault was from
without ,the fowls of the air catching
away the Seed.
In the second parable his activities
were from within - he sowed his
tares among the wheat.
In the third parable we are shown the
effects of this.

Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant as always: Acts 17:11 1 Thess 5:21

He said: How shall we find something with which to compare the kingdom
of God, or what picture will we use to represent it? It is like a grain of
mustard seed, which, when it is sown upon the ground, is the least of all
the seeds upon the earth. But, when it is sown, it springs up and it
becomes greater than all the herbs; and it sends out great branches so
that the birds of the heaven can find a lodging under its shade.
To be accurate the mustard seed is not the smallest of seeds; the seed of
the cypress tree is still smaller; but in Palestine it was used proverbial for
smallness.
The Jews talked of a drop of blood as small as a mustard seed;
If they were talking of some tiny breach of the ceremonial law, they
would speak of a defilement as small as a mustard seed;
Jesus himself used the phrase in this way when he spoke of faith as a
grain of mustard seed (Matt 17:20) meaning "the smallest conceivable
amount of faith."
40
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Mark 4:30-32
THE MUSTARD SEED - PROVERBALLY SMALL

Sower:

Wayside soil:
Those who hear but don’t understand

55

37
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Mk 4.30-32

PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED

40 Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at
the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they
will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers,
42 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.

God alone can discern the good seed and the bad seed.
God alone sees all of a man and all of his life.

Mt 13.31-32

38

40
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Mark 4:30-32
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Mark 4:30-32

THE MUSTARD SEED > THE MUSTARD TREE

THE MUSTARD SEED – EISEGETICALLY

He said: How shall we find something with which to compare the kingdom of
God, or what picture will we use to represent it? It is like a grain of mustard
seed, which, when it is sown upon the ground, is the least of all the seeds
upon the earth. But, when it is sown, it springs up and it becomes greater than
all the herbs; and it sends out great branches so that the birds of the heaven
can find a lodging under its shade.

He said: How shall we find something with which to compare the kingdom of
God, or what picture will we use to represent it? It is like a grain of mustard
seed, which, when it is sown upon the ground, is the least of all the seeds upon
the earth. But, when it is sown, it springs up and it becomes greater than all the
herbs; and it sends out great branches so that the birds of the heaven can find
a lodging under its shade.

The mustard plant of Palestine was very different from the mustard plant
which we know in this country. There a mustard seed could grow into
something very like a tree, often as tall as twelve feet.

The church is an empire in which all kinds of opinions and all kinds of
theologies find a place.

The birds were very fond of the little black seeds of the tree and a cloud of
birds over a mustard plant was a common sight.
The figure of a tree with birds in the branches often symbolized a great
empire and the nations who form part of it.
In the Old Testament one of the commonest ways to describe a great
empire was to describe it as a tree, and the tributary nations within it
were said to be like birds finding shelter within the shadow of its
branches (Eze 17:22ff; Eze 31:1ff; Dan 4:10; Dan 4:21).

It is good for a man to have the assurance that he is right, but that is no reason
why he should have the conviction that everyone else is wrong.

We tend to brand anyone who does not think as we do as a heretic.

Mark 4:30-32
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THE MUSTARD SEED – EISEGETICALLY
He said: How shall we find something with which to compare the
kingdom of God, or what picture will we use to represent it? It is like a
grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown upon the ground, is the
least of all the seeds upon the earth. But, when it is sown, it springs up
and it becomes greater than all the herbs; and it sends out great
branches so that the birds of the heaven can find a lodging under its
shade.

Matthew 13:31-32
THE MUSTARD SEED - EXEGETICALLY

Jesus put forward another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven
is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his
field. It is the smallest of all seeds, and, when it has grown, it is the
greatest of herbs, and it becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air
come and lodge in its branches.“
Jesus calls the Mustard seeds a herb.
This mustard seed grows to become a monstrosity, something
larger than it is supposed to.
It becomes a structure so large and spacious that birds come
and lodge in the branches.

Reading into this parable, it is taken to speak of the empire of the church.
The mustard-seed is regarded as portraying the rapid extension of
Christianity and the expansion of the Church.
The church began with an individual and it is meant to end with the
world.
Beginning insignificantly and obscurely, its proportions have
increased immensely and will until ultimately it covers the earth.

Have you ever seen a herb that has branches and grows so large
that birds nest in the branches?

44

Birds are clearly identified in the first parable
as the ministers of Satan!

42

42

43

41

41

Eisegetically, this parable tells us that the Kingdom of Heaven begins very
small but that in the end many nations will be gathered within it.
The church is the family of God; and that church which began in Palestine,
small as the mustard seed, has room in it for every nation in the world.
There are no barriers in the church of God.

44
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Matthew 13:31-32
THE MUSTARD SEED - EXEGETICALLY

Jesus put forward another parable to them:
"The Kingdom of Heaven is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took
and sowed in his field. It is the smallest of all seeds, and, when it has grown,
it is the greatest of herbs, and it becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air
come and lodge in its branches.“
Understanding of this parable hinges upon a correct interpretation of its three
central figures:

Olive grove on the Mount of Olives: Yellow flowering plants are Mustard ‘herbs’
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant as always: Acts 17:11 1 Thess 5:21
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• the mustard-seed,
• the great tree which sprang from it, and
• the "birds of the air" which came and lodged in its branches.
Eph 2:1-3 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and
sins; 2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this
world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now
worketh in the children of disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all had
our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires
of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even
as others.

Matthew 13:31-32
THE MUSTARD SEED
CONSISTENT USE

Jesus put forward another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven is
like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field.
It is the smallest of all seeds, and, when it has grown, it is the greatest of
herbs, and it becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and
lodge in its branches.“
The seven parables of Matthew 13 form part of one connected and
complete discourse whose teaching must be consistent and harmonious
throughout.
This third parable cannot conflict with the teaching of the first two.

46

Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant as always: Acts 17:11 1 Thess 5:21
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In the first parable, rather than describing a field in which the good seed
took root and flourished in every part of it, our Lord described that
much of the soil was unfavorable. In fact, only a fractional proportion
of the seed bore an increase.
Then, instead of promising that the good ground would yield greater and
greater returns, Jesus announced that there would be a decreasing
harvest "some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.

48
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Matthew 13:31-32
THE MUSTARD SEED CONSISTENT USE
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THE MUSTARD SEED WHERE ARE YOU ROOTED?
Jesus put forward another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven is like a
grain of mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field. It is the
smallest of all seeds, and, when it has grown, it is the greatest of herbs, and it
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in its branches.“

Jesus put forward another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven
is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his
field. It is the smallest of all seeds, and, when it has grown, it is the
greatest of herbs, and it becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air
come and lodge in its branches.“

That which is represented by this "tree" is not a people who are "strangers and
pilgrims" down here, but a system whose roots lie deeply in the earth and
which aims at greatness and expansion in the world.
The Lord would never have taken a mustard-seed, which afterwards
became a "tree," ever rooting itself deeper and deeper in the earth, to
portray that people whose calling, hope, citizenship, and destiny is
heavenly. Eph 2:19 2Co 5:20
Again and again He affirmed that His people and His Kingdom were "not
of the world." Joh_18:36
Again, a great tree with its towering branches speaks of prominence and
loftiness, but lowliness and suffering, not prominence and exaltation, are the
present portion of the New Testament saints.

In the second parable, our Lord revealed the field as over-sown with
"tares," and declared that these should continue until the
harvest-time, which He defined as "the end of the age."
Christ plainly warned us that the evil effects of the Devil’s labors at
the beginning of the age would never be repaired until the harvest.
The crop as a whole is contaminated!
Due to the evil pollution of the Enemy’s work, the expectation of a
world won to Christ during this present dispensation is wrong.
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Matthew 13:31-32
THE MUSTARD SEED HERBS AND TREES

Matthew 13:31-32
THE MUSTARD SEED THE BIRDS
Jesus put forward another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven is
like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field. It
is the smallest of all seeds, and, when it has grown, it is the greatest of
herbs, and it becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and
lodge in its branches.“

Jesus put forward another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven is
like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field. It
is the smallest of all seeds, and, when it has grown, it is the greatest of
herbs, and it becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and
lodge in its branches.“
What Christ describes is a monstrosity. He tells us that when this
mustard-seed is grown it is the "greatest among herbs and becomes a
tree”.
"Herbs" are an entirely different species from trees.
That which distinguished them is that their stems never develop
woody tissue, but live only long enough for the development of
flowers and seeds.
But this "herb" became a "tree;“ developing into something
entirely foreign to its very nature and constitution.

Scripture compared with Scripture finds that generally "birds" symbolize
Satan and his agents, even though the "dove," and in some passages
the "eagle," represents that which is good.
What we must define is the actual word "birds," or better, "fowls“ as
the Greek word is rendered in verse 4.
In Gen 15:11 we are told that the "fowls came down upon the
carcasses" (the bodies of the sacrifices) and that "Abram drove them
away."
Here they prefigure the efforts of Satan to render null and void the
sacrifice of the Lord Jesus; but this, the Father (foreshadowed in
Abraham) has prevented.
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Psa_2:9 ; Rev_2:27 ; Rev_12:5 ; Rev_19:15
Luke_18:6-8

Matthew 13:31-32
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Matthew 13:31-32
THE MUSTARD SEED THE BIRDS
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Jesus put forward another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven is like
a grain of mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field. It is the
smallest of all seeds, and, when it has grown, it is the greatest of herbs, and
it becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in its
branches.“
In Deuteronomy 28, where we have the curses which were to come upon
Israel for their disobedience, we are told, "And thy carcass shall be meat
unto all fowls of the air" (v. 26).
The last time the term occurs in Scripture is in Revelation 18:2, where we
are told that fallen Babylon becomes the "habitation of demons, and the
hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.“
The Greek word in Mat 13:32 is precisely the same as that which is
rendered "fowls" in verse 4, which are explained in verse 19 as "the
wicked."
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Matthew 13:31-32

THE MUSTARD SEED
SCRIPTURE INTERPRETS SCRIPTURE

Daniel 4:10-12 "I saw, and behold a tree was in the midst of the earth, and
the height thereof was great. The tree grew, and was strong, and the
height thereof reached unto heaven, and the sight thereof to the ends of all
the earth: The leaves thereof were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it
was meat for all: the beasts of the field had shadow under it, and the fowls
of the heavens dwelt in the boughs thereof, and all flesh was fed of it."
Daniel 4:20-22 "The tree that thou sawest, which grew, and was strong . . .
it is thou, O king, that art grown and become strong, for thy greatness is
grown, and reaches unto heaven, and thy dominion to the ends of the
earth."

Jesus put forward another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven is like a
grain of mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field. It is the
smallest of all seeds, and, when it has grown, it is the greatest of herbs, and it
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in its branches.“
At the beginning, those who bore the name of Christ were but a despised
handful. Judged by worldly standards, Christianity was unimportant and
unworthy of serious consideration.
Its adherents were generally not men of renown, culture, or worldly
influence.
There were few among the Lord’s "little flock" of outstanding genius or
social prominence;
For the most part, they were unlettered, obscure, and poor.
"God has chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God
has chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are
mighty; and base things of the world, and things which are despised, has God
chosen, and things which are not, to bring to nought the things that are; that no
flesh should glory in His presence" (1 Cor. 1:27-29).
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The "tree" here was a figure of a mighty earthly kingdom or empire.

Matthew 13:31-32

THE MUSTARD SEED - SMALL BECOMES LARGE

Jesus put forward another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven is like a
grain of mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field. It is the
smallest of all seeds, and, when it has grown, it is the greatest of herbs, and it
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in its
branches.“
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Jesus put forward another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven is like a
grain of mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field. It is the
smallest of all seeds, and, when it has grown, it is the greatest of herbs, and it
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in its branches.“
Ezekiel 31:3-6 "Behold the Assyrian was a cedar in Lebanon with fair
branches, and with a shadowing shroud, and of an high stature; and his top
was among the thick boughs. The waters made him great, the deep set him
up on high with her rivers running round about his plants, and sent out her
little rivers unto all the trees of the field. Therefore, his height was exalted
above all the trees of the field, and his boughs were multiplied, and his
branches became long because of the multitude of waters, when he shot
forth. All the fowls of heaven made their nests in his boughs, and under his
branches did all the beasts of the field bring forth their young, and under his
shadow dwelt all great nations”.
A "tree," whose wide-spreading branches afforded lodgment for birds, was a
familiar Old Testament figure for a mighty kingdom which gave shelter to the
nations. The "tree" in the mustard seed parable also symbolizes earthly
greatness, worldly prominence, giving shelter to the world.
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THE MUSTARD SEED
SCRIPTURE INTERPRETS SCRIPTURE

55

53

How can this great "tree" represent the true Church, while its branches
afford shelter for the Devil and his emissaries?
While the unharvested field is populated by both tares and wheat?

Matthew 13:31-32
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Matthew 13:31-32

THE MUSTARD SEED - SMALL BECOMES LARGE

THE MUSTARD SEED - SMALL BECOMES LARGE

Jesus put forward another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven is
like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field.
It is the smallest of all seeds, and, when it has grown, it is the greatest of
herbs, and it becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and
lodge in its branches.“

Jesus put forward another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven is like a
grain of mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field. It is the
smallest of all seeds, and, when it has grown, it is the greatest of herbs, and it
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in its branches.“
Persecution ceased, and the professed cause of the despised and rejected
Savior became popular. The distinctive truths of Christianity were abandoned,
the Gospel was adulterated, the pilgrim character of professing saints ceased.
More and more the wise and great of this world were attracted.

Even though at first the cause of Christ on earth was so uninfluential and
insignificant, it was an object of intense hatred to Satan.
He vented the full force of his fiendish malignity against Christianity .
Every weapon in his arsenal was employed in the effort to exterminate it.
He stirred up men in authority and moved emperors to issue cruel
edicts. Property was confiscated, Christians captured, imprisoned,
fined, tortured, slain.
Mercilessly and ceaselessly the Devil sought to blot out the name of
Christ from the earth.
But the more it was persecuted, the more Christianity flourished.
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By the fourth century the heads of the Roman Empire, instead of hating
Christianity, perceived that it was a power for moral good in the governing
of men, and so espoused it.
In the days of Constantine the so-called Church and the State united, and
became a vast political-religious system.
The courts of Caesar had not changed their character. It was professing
Christianity which had changed.
The lowly upper room had long been forsaken, and the honors of kings
courts coveted. The march to relevancy with the world had begun.

Matthew 13:31-32

THE MUSTARD SEED - SMALL BECOMES LARGE

Jesus put forward another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven is like a grain of
mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field. It is the smallest of all seeds,
and, when it has grown, it is the greatest of herbs, and it becomes a tree, so that the
birds of the air come and lodge in its branches.“

Jesus put forward another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven is
like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field. It
is the smallest of all seeds, and, when it has grown, it is the greatest of
herbs, and it becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge
in its branches.“
Under these circumstances professing Christianity soon became great in
the earth. Caves and caverns as places of worship gave place to costly
church-houses and ornate cathedrals. The ritual was celebrated with a
corresponding pomp. Its gorgeous vestments, its imposing ceremonies,
its pompous priesthood, all lured the unregenerate; and multitudes applied
for baptism. More and more the leaders sought after temporal power,
and more and more were their longings gratified.
In consequence, worldly-minded men joined themselves to and were
welcomed by the church and secured positions of leadership and influence
over the church.
Hence we find the "birds," the agents of Satan, lodging in the
branches of the "tree".

Force being ineffective, the Enemy changed his tactics. Failing to intimidate as the
roaring lion, he now sought to insinuate as the subtle serpent. Ceasing to attack from
without, he now worked from within.
• In the first parable the assault was from without ,the fowls of the air catching away
the Seed.
• In the second parable his activities were from within - he sowed his tares among the
wheat.
• In the third parable we are shown the effects of this.
Satan now moved worldly men to seek membership in the church of God.
These soon caused the Truth to be watered down, discipline to be relaxed, that
which repelled the world to be kept in the background, and what would appeal to the
carnal mind to be made prominent.
Instead of affections being set upon things above, they were fixed on things below.
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Soon Christianity ceased to be hated by the unregenerate: the gulf between the
world and the "Church" was bridged.
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THE MUSTARD SEED - SMALL BECOMES LARGE
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Matthew 13:31-32

THE MUSTARD SEED - SMALL BECOMES LARGE

Mt 13.33
PARABLE OF THE LEAVEN

Jesus put forward another parable to them: "The Kingdom of
Heaven is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took and
sowed in his field. It is the smallest of all seeds, and, when it
has grown, it is the greatest of herbs, and it becomes a tree,
so that the birds of the air come and lodge in its branches.“

Mat 13:33 He told them another parable. "The
kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a woman took
and hid in three measures of flour, till it was all
leavened.”

In the first three parables of Matthew 13 there is a striking and
sad forecast of the development of evil in the world and sadly
within the Church itself.
• In the first, the Devil caught away part of the good Seed.
• In the second, he is seen engaged in the work of imitation.
• In the third, we are shown a corrupted Christianity affording
him shelter.
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Consistency of idioms: “The Principle of Expositional Constancy.”

THE LEAVEN

Sower:

The Son of man

Sower:

The Son of man

Field:

The World

Field:

The World

Seed:

The Word; all good seed

Soils:

Those in the World who hear

Good seed:
The children of the kingdom, the good
crop that grew in the good ground
bearing fruit; the righteous

Wayside soil:
Those who hear but don’t understand
Stony places:
Those who hear, receive the word joyfully
but eventually wilt when persecution,
trouble and challenges come

13:33 He spoke another parable to them: "The Kingdom of
Heaven is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three
measures of meal, until the whole was leavened."
In Jewish language and thought leaven is almost always connected
with an evil influence; a symbol of sin.
Example: One of the ceremonies of preparation for the
Passover Feast was that every scrap of leaven had to be
sought out from the house and burned.
The Jews connected fermentation with putrefaction and leaven
stood for that which is evil (Mat 16:6; 1Cor 5:6-8; Gal 5:9)

Tares:
The children of the wicked [one]; those
planted by the wicked one in the field of
good ground

Enemy: The devil; the wicked one
Thorny soil:
Those who hear the word but continues to Harvest: The end of the world
choose things this life offers and who
Reapers: The angels [of God]
becomes unfruitful
Sower:
The Son of man
Good ground:
His field
Those who hear the word and understand Field:
it bearing fruit
Intended crop: A small mustard herb
What grew: Great Tree housing nesting birds
Fowls/Birds:
The agents of the wicked one
Birds of the air: Agents of the wicked one
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Leaven is sin because it corrupts by puffing up.
Pride is the root of all sin.
Satan’s pride introduced sin into God’s creation. (Isa 14).
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Matthew 13:33
LEAVEN

3 MEASURES OF MEAL

Matthew 13:33
THE LEAVEN - BOOKENDING THE PARABLES

33] Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven
is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three
measures of meal, till the whole was leavened.

13:33 He spoke another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven is
like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal,
until the whole was leavened.”

“Three measures of meal”: To an Arab or a Jew, this historically
suggests the Oaks at Mamre

Jesus explained the first two and the seventh parable for us.
The intervening four must be interpreted in strict accord with them.
There is an unmistakable unity underlying the whole chapter.

(Gen 18:6 — from that time on. three measures of meal are
the fellowship offering.)

As there is a noticeable connection between the first two parables in
relation to the beginning of the kingdom of heaven in its present form,
so there is a close relation between the third and fourth which treat of
its extension and corruption.
The third gives us the external aspect or outward growth of the
kingdom,
The fourth reveals its internal aspect and secret corruption.

It was wrong to hide leaven in the measures of meal!
The Church will not be perfect, it will be impure.
Leaven will be introduced and it will grow and contaminate.
These parables are prophecies of the Church age!
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Matthew 13:33

THE LEAVEN BAKING BREAD

THE LEAVEN - EISEGESIS

13:33 He spoke another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven is
like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal, until
the whole was leavened."

13:33 He spoke another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven
is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of
meal, until the whole was leavened.”

In Palestine bread was baked at home;
Three measures of meal was the average amount which would be
needed for a baking for a fairly large family, like the family at Nazareth.
Leaven was a little piece of dough kept over from a previous
baking, which had fermented in the keeping.
Leaven changed the character of a whole baking.
Unleavened bread is like a water biscuit, hard, dry, unappetizing and
uninteresting;
Bread baked with leaven [yeast] is soft and porous and spongy, tasty
and good to eat.

The popular interpretation of this parable regards the "leaven" as
representing the Gospel and its power, the "woman" the Church.
Calvinists understand the "three measures of meal" to represent
God’s elect;
Arminians understand them to prefigure all mankind and explain
it this way:
As the result of the Gospel, and by means of its assimilating
power, the mass of humanity is ultimately to be penetrated,
affected, and blest.

The introduction of the leaven causes a transformation in the dough
68
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THE LEAVEN - EXEGESIS

THE LEAVEN - EXEGESIS

13:33 He spoke another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven
is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of
meal, until the whole was leavened.”

13:33 He spoke another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven
is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of
meal, until the whole was leavened.”

In the 1st parable the good Seed bore fruit but the Lord declared that
much of its ground would prove unproductive and He intimated that
the returns would be diminishing.
There is not hint that later "sowers" would find improved
conditions; rather He intimated that things would get worse.

The first time that "leaven," in its negative form, occurs in the Bible
is in Genesis 19:3, where we are told that Lot "did bake unleavened
bread" for the angels, and that "they did eat."
No doubt leavened bread was the common commodity in the
wicked city of Sodom and is why scripture points out Lot served
unleavened bread.
Lot must have known that they would receive nothing with the
least semblance of even a symbol of evil in it.
Many “believers” today are not nearly so careful about their
soul-food.
Acts 17:11 1 Thes 5:21

In the 2nd parable the Lord excludes the idea of a world conversion
in this Age. Tares grew among the wheat until harvest.
In the 3rd parable He predicted that Christendom would develop into
such a monstrosity that the Devil’s agents would be afforded shelter
in it and would rule over it.
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How then can this 4th parable teach the very opposite?

THE LEAVEN - EXEGESIS

THE LEAVEN - EXEGESIS

13:33 He spoke another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven
is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of
meal, until the whole was leavened.”

13:33 He spoke another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven
is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of
meal, until the whole was leavened.”

If the "leaven" is the symbol of corrupting evil,
and the meal stands for the pure truth of God,
Then this parable too supplies a picture of the condition of
the Christian profession.

In Exodus 12:15, Jehovah commanded the Israelites to rigidly
purge their houses of all "leaven” at the Passover season.
Why was this if "leaven" is a type of that which is good?
Exodus 34:25 tells us that God prohibited any "leaven" from
accompanying offerings of blood.

It follows then that the truth of God is to be continually corrupted
throughout Christendom until the end of the age – and the
harvest takes place.

Leviticus 2:11 informs us that "leaven" was also excluded from
every offering of the Lord made by fire.
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Matthew 13:33

THE LEAVEN - EXEGESIS

THE LEAVEN - EXEGESIS

13:33 He spoke another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven
is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of
meal, until the whole was leavened.”

13:33 He spoke another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven
is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of
meal, until the whole was leavened.”
Two passages in the O.T. employ "leaven“ in a good sense.

The word "leaven" occurs just 13 times in the N.T.

In Leviticus 23:17, the two loaves presented unto the Lord at the
Feast of Weeks were to be baked "with leaven."
The Feast of Weeks foreshadowed what is recorded in Acts 2,
where the "first fruits" of this dispensation are seen.
The two "loaves" prefigured saved Jews and Gentiles.
Inasmuch as the old nature remains in those who are
born again, the "leaven" was needed in the loaves which
represented these believers.

In Matthew 16:11 we find Jesus saying to the disciples, "Beware of
the leaven of the Pharisees and the Sadducees."
And in Luke 12:1 He said, "Beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees
which is hypocrisy."
Why would the Lord who consistently used leaven negatively then
use it just this once as the figure of good in Matthew 13?

Whenever the typical bread represented Christ it must be
unleavened, wherever it typified His people it must be leavened.
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The Holy Spirit also used this same figure through the apostle Paul.
In 1 Corinthians 5:6-7 we read, "Know ye not that a little leaven
leaveneth the whole lump? Purge out therefore the old leaven,
that ye may be a new lump.“

Matthew 13:33

THE LEAVEN - EXEGESIS

THE LEAVEN - EXEGESIS

13:33 He spoke another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven is
like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal,
until the whole was leavened.”

13:33 He spoke another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven
is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of
meal, until the whole was leavened.”
Amos 4:5, "Offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving with leaven."
This was irony, which means it has a meaning the very opposite
of what is said.
You will sometimes hear a parent say to a willful child, You
go ahead try me!…
Does he mean for the child to actually do it?
No, the very reverse. It is a warning not to do it.
So it is in Amos 4:5: the preceding verse proves it, v.4 ”Come to
Bethel, and transgress; at Gilgal multiply transgression; and
bring your sacrifice every morning.“
It is the language of irony.

The last passage in the N.T. where "leaven" is mentioned is Gal 5:7-9
7 Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the
truth? 8 This persuasion cometh not of him that calleth
you. 9 A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.
Note three things:
• it is called a "persuasion“ something which exerts a powerful
and moving influence.
• it hinders men "from obeying the truth."
• it is expressly said to be "not from Him which calleth you."
Leaven which is a thing of fermentation - incipient putrefaction - is,
throughout Scripture used uniformly as a figure of corruption - evil.
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THE LEAVEN – EXEGESIS, WOMAN TOOK AND HID
13:33 He spoke another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven
is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of
meal, until the whole was leavened.”

13:33 He spoke another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven
is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of
meal, until the whole was leavened.”
(Gen. 18: 6) "And Abram hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and
said, Make ready quickly three measures of fine meal, knead it, and
make cakes upon the hearth".

The "woman" in our parable "took," not "received;" and hid the
leaven in the meal.
The servants of God preach His Gospel in the open not in hiding.
The good news is not something to be whispered in secret.

Did Abraham prepare food out of that which symbolized evil to
serve to the Lord and His angels ?
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THE LEAVEN – EXEGESIS, 3 MEASURES OF MEAL

THE LEAVEN – EXEGESIS, WOMAN TOOK AND HID

13:33 He spoke another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven
is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of
meal, until the whole was leavened.”

(Mat 28:18-20) And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the
end of the world. Amen.

The "three measures of meal" in Genesis 18:6 are a figure of the

person, work and doctrine of Christ
Just as the "tender calf" which was killed and dressed in verse 7
prefigured Christ’s person and His work.

(Mat 5:14-16) Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an
hill cannot be hid. 15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it
under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all
that are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven.

The meal is a type of Him who is the Corn of wheat (John 12:24)
and the Bread of life. (Joh_6:33, 35, 48, 51)
The "meal" stands for the doctrine of Christ and those who
believe and follow after it.
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(Matthew 11:27) "What I tell you in darkness, that speak ye in
light: and what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the
housetop.“
(2 Cor. 4:2) "We faint not, but have renounced the hidden
things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling
the Word of God deceitfully, but by manifestation of the truth
commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the
sight of God".
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God does not feed His servants on that which speaks of evil!
Meal – flour – comes from good and wheat not from evil tares.
It is the product of the good Seed.
That which is good, wholesome, nutritious, pure, could never
be a figure of fallen and corrupt humanity.
1 Kings 17:14-16
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THE LEAVEN – EXEGESIS, WOMAN TOOK AND HID
13:33 He spoke another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven is
like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal,
until the whole was leavened.”

13:33 He spoke another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven
is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of
meal, until the whole was leavened.”
Note: the "three measures of meal" were not removed, nor was
something else substituted in their place.
Instead, a foreign element was mingled with it, an element which
has slowly and gradually corrupted it.
2 Thessalonians 2:4-7 "The mystery of iniquity does already work."
The leaven had started to act even then and it would work till "the
whole was leavened."
There are fewer and fewer places where a hungry child of God can
go and receive pure Bread.

The woman in the parable is acting dishonestly and deceitfully:
She stealthily introduced leaven, a foreign and corrupting element –
false religion, false doctrine - into the meal. Her objective was to
bring about its ruin.
According to Leviticus 2:11 this "woman" was doing the very thing
which the Word of God forbade; and
Lev 2:11 "No grain offering that you bring to the LORD shall be
made with leaven, for you shall burn no leaven nor any honey as a
food offering to the LORD.
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Also note that she left out the oil, which was the very thing the
Scriptures enjoined
Lev 2:15 And you shall put oil on it and lay frankincense on it; it is
a grain offering.

THE LEAVEN – EXEGESIS, WOMAN TOOK AND HID

Matthew 13:33

THE LEAVEN
– EXEGESIS, UNTIL THE WHOLE IS LEAVENED

13:33 He spoke another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven is like
leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal, until the
whole was leavened.”

13:33 He spoke another parable to them: "The Kingdom of Heaven is
like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal,
until the whole was leavened.”
The "leaven" symbolizes the corrupting of God’s truth by the
introduction of evil doctrine. Compare Matthew 16:12 – the evil
doctrine of the religious community.
The unadulterated truth of God is too heavy for the natural man: the
sovereignty of God, the helplessness of man, the awfulness of sin, the
totality of human depravity, the eternal punishment of the wicked, are
indigestible to the carnal mind.
Religious tradition has introduced the lightening "leaven," so as to
make, what they hand out, more palatable to their dupes.
(Mat 15:3-9)
God complained to Israel, "Ye offer polluted bread upon Mine altar"
(Mal. 1:7).

While the Holy Spirit remains on earth in the saints, God’s truth will be
proclaimed.
While He is here, there is a hindering cause, preventing the "whole"
from being "leavened."
At the Rapture the Hinderer will be "taken out of the way" (2 Thes 2:7), the
wheat will be gathered into the barn and then the "whole" lump will be
completely leavened.
The "salt" will be removed, and nothing will be left to prevent universal
corruption.
Mat_5:13 "You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste,
how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything
except to be thrown out and trampled under people's feet.
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Consistency of idioms: “The Principle of Expositional Constancy.”
Sower:
The Son of man
Field:
The World
Seed:
The Word; all good seed
Soils:
Those in the World who hear
Wayside soil:
Those who hear but don’t understand
Stony places:
Those who hear, receive the word joyfully
but eventually wilt when persecution,
trouble and challenges come
Thorny soil:
Those who hear the word but continues to
choose things this life offers and who
becomes unfruitful
Good ground:
Those who hear the word and understand
it bearing fruit
Fowls/Birds:
The agents of the wicked one

Jesus suited his instruction to the ability of those who were listening
to him.

Sower:
The Son of man
Field:
His field
Intended crop: A small mustard herb
What grew: Great Tree housing nesting birds
Birds of the air: Agents of the wicked one
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A good teacher must be in love with his subject and not in love with
himself.
True teaching does not consist in telling people things. It
consists in learning things together.
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Mt 13.34-35

Mk 4.33-34

PARABLES; NOTHING BUT PARABLES

PARABLES;
NOTHING BUT PARABLES

It was with many such parables that he kept speaking the word to them,
suiting his instruction to their ability to hear it. It was his custom not to
speak to them without a parable; and when they were by themselves, he
unfolded the meaning of everything to his own disciples.
The teacher must possess understanding.

Mat 13:34 All these things Jesus said to the crowds in
parables; indeed, he said nothing to them without a
parable. 35 This was to fulfill what was spoken by the
prophet: "I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter
what has been hidden since the foundation of the world.”

One of the great difficulties of the expert is to understand why the nonexpert finds a thing so difficult to understand or to do.
It is necessary for the teacher to think with the learner's mind and to
see with the learner's eyes, before he can really explain and impart any
kind of knowledge.
The teacher must possess patience.
The Jews said that if a teacher found that his scholars did not understand a
thing he must begin again - without rancor and without irritation - and
explain it all over again.

Mar 4:33 With many such parables he spoke the word to
them, as they were able to hear it. 34 He did not speak
to them without a parable, but privately to his own
disciples he explained everything.

The teacher must possess kindness.
The teacher's duty was always to encourage, and never to discourage.
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A teacher's duty is not to draw attention to himself but to draw
attention to his subject.
There is no virtue in talking over the head of an audience.
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Mk 4.33-34

It was with many such parables that he kept speaking the word
to them, suiting his instruction to their ability to hear it. It was
his custom not to speak to them without a parable; and when
they were by themselves, he unfolded the meaning of
everything to his own disciples.

‘Sower’: A woman – one who was to follow and submit; the false church within the real church
Leaven: What was planted: Sin; Evil; Unrighteousness; That which corrupts by puffing up…
3 measures of meal: The place it was sown. In the Fellowship offering: the ‘good’ grain…
Result: The WHOLE was affected / infected with Leaven
8 February 2019

Mt 13.34-35

PARABLES; NOTHING BUT PARABLES

Sower:
The Son of man
Field:
The World
Good seed:
The children of the kingdom, the good
crop that grew in the good ground
bearing fruit; the righteous
Tares:
The children of the wicked [one]; those
planted by the wicked one in the field of
good ground
Enemy: The devil; the wicked one
Harvest: The end of the world
Reapers: The angels [of God]
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PARABLES; NOTHING BUT PARABLES

Mt 13.44

It was with many such parables that he kept speaking the word
to them, suiting his instruction to their ability to hear it. It was his
custom not to speak to them without a parable; and when they
were by themselves, he unfolded the meaning of everything to
his own disciples.

PARABLE OF
THE HIDDEN TREASURE

The wise learner goes away, not to forget what he has learned, and not
to display what he has learned, but quietly to think it over until he has
discovered what it means for life and for living for him.
After hearing:

The What!

Mat 13:44 "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in
a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy
he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

The facts, the story.

After pondering: The So What? The implications of the What.
He applies the:

Now What?

He takes what he has learned and
puts it to work in His own life.
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PARABLES; NOTHING BUT PARABLES

This parable, unlike the first four, was spoken by Christ after He
had dismissed the multitudes and had taken His disciples into
the house.

It was with many such parables that he kept speaking the word
to them, suiting his instruction to their ability to hear it. It was his
custom not to speak to them without a parable; and when they
were by themselves, he unfolded the meaning of everything to
his own disciples.
The wise learner seeks the master's company.
After Jesus had spoken the crowds dispersed; but there was a
little company who lingered with him and did not want to leave him.
It was to them that he unfolded the meaning of everything.

The disciples must have been perplexed and dismayed at the
gloomy picture which Christ had drawn of the form which His
kingdom was going to assume in this world.
• He told them that they would go forth and scatter the good
Seed broadcast, but, with meager results; only a fractional
portion of the good Seed would take root and bear fruit.

The one who wishes to learn from Christ must company with Christ.
If they do that they will win, not only learning, but life itself.

• He had said that the Devil would over sow the field with
tares. And they were forbidden to pluck them up: the tares
and the wheat were to grow side by side until the harvest,
and then the tares would be found in such quantities it
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant
would
8 February
2019 be necessary to bind them in "bundles!”
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TREASURE IN THE FIELD

TREASURE IN THE FIELD AND VALUABLE PEARLS

• He had warned them that His professing cause on earth
would develop so extensively and rapidly that it would be
like a little mustard seed growing up into a herb, ultimately
becoming a tree, with wide spreading branches but that the
Devil and his agents would find shelter in them
• Finally, He announced that into the meal, which was the
emblem of His pure truth, a foreign and corrupting element
would be introduced, stealthily and secretly, and the
outcome should be that ultimately the whole of the meal
would be leavened.

8 February 2019
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Two distinct elect companies:
• one the "treasure" hid in the field, symbolizing the literal
nation of Israel;
• the other, the one "pearl," symbolizing the one body which
has a heavenly calling, destiny, citizenship, and inheritance.
The order of these next two parables is the same as the order of
God’s call to election:
Rom 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for
it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. [Gentile
world]."
The parable of the hidden treasure in the field, the symbol of
Israel, is given before the parable of the pearl of great price,
MattChurch.
13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant
which
is2019
the figure of the
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TREASURE IN THE FIELD AND VALUABLE PEARLS
Then the Lord Jesus took them apart and spoke words to
reassure their hearts.
The parables of the treasure and pearl of great price
He reveals that:
• Though the outward ‘professing’ cause of Christianity on
earth would develop so tragically, yet there will be no failure
on the part of God.
• There are two bodies of elect peoples, who are inexpressibly
precious in His sight,
• That through them He will manifest the inexhaustible riches
of His grace and glory
• That this expression of grace and glory will take place in the
two realms of His dominion
on/ FW
the
Matt 13 - AW Pink /—
C Missler
Grantearth and in heaven.
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The common interpretation of this parable is:
• The treasure in this parable is "the Gospel,"
• The field in which the treasure is hidden is "the Scriptures," and
• The man who sought and found the treasure is "an elect and awakened
sinner.“
The popular interpretation results in the following:
A man wandering through the field of life stumbles across the treasure
of the Gospel and having found it hides it again and goes and sells
everything he has earned and owns to buy the field in which the
treasure is buried so he can own the treasure he hid in the field ….
wrong !…Wrong !!…WRONG !!!…WRONG!!!
This is not the Gospel plan at all:
We do not stumble across it – In fact, man is not even looking for it !!!
We are called and sought out by God !!! Is 64:6-7; Rom 3:11-12
We can’t buy it ! It is a gift
2:4-8;
Rom 6:23
Matt !!!
13 - AW Eph
Pink / C Missler
/ FW Grant
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TREASURE IN THE FIELD – EXEGESIS

TREASURE IN THE FIELD – EISEGESIS
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field;
the which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof
goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.
If the Lord Jesus was describing the way of salvation, teaching
that earnestness and diligence are needed on the part of an
awakened sinner if he is to finally obtain the treasure and make
it his own
Then how strange it is that it was not spoken in the hearing
of the multitude!
Instead, we are told that Christ had sent the multitude
away, had entered the house and spoke this parable to
His disciples only.
8 February 2019
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The "field" is mentioned in two of preceding parables
-- the field in which the good Seed was sown, and
-- the field that was the world as Christ himself told us about in this
very chapter.
Then why should it be supposed that the field means something
entirely different in this 5th parable of the same chapter?
In this parable the treasure is hid in "the field," and, as we have
seen, the field is the "world."
There is no possible sense in which Christ or the Gospel is
hidden in the world.
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Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the
which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and
selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.

TREASURE IN THE FIELD – EISEGESIS

TREASURE IN THE FIELD – EXEGESIS

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the
which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and
selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the
which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth
and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.

If the treasure represents the Gospel and the field the world, and
If the man who found the treasure is an awakened sinner,
Then the parable teaches that God requires the awakened sinner,
after he has found peace and obtained salvation, to go out and hide it
in the world!
Instead, Christ plainly told His disciples to let their light, so shine
that men might see their good works and glorify their Father which
is in heaven.

There has already been a "man" in the first two parables
-- a man who sowed good Seed in his field (v. 24).
-- The Lord Jesus Himself has told us who that man is: "He that
sows the good seed is the Son of man" (v. 37).

In the parable we are told that after this man had found the treasure and
then hid it again, that he went and "sold all that he had" and "bought it."
What does an awakened sinner have of value to sell? and
What is it of value that
he can purchase with whatever he has to
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant
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Why, in this 5th parable, without any word to the contrary, would we
think Jesus is pointing to someone entirely different?
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If the man in the 2nd parable represents the Son of man,
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TREASURE IN THE FIELD – HE BOUGHT US

TREASURE IN THE FIELD – DIRT BANKS

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a
man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that
he has and buys that field.
The treasure is hidden in the field, or the world (we are described as
His peculiar treasure).
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The One that gave up all that He had for the sake of the treasure is
Jesus Christ!
He wanted the treasure.
He didn’t buy just one little parcel.
He bought the whole field. 1John 2:2
He did the buying. It cost Him His Blood.
He died on the cross for all sinners. He purchased You and I!
We are the treasure hidden in the field.

"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man
found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has
and buys that field.
This parable would have sounded perfectly natural to people in
Palestine in the days of Jesus.
Ordinary people used the ground as the safest place to keep their
most cherished belonging.
In the parable of the talents the worthless servant hid his talent in the
ground, lest he should lose it (Matt 25:25).
A man's garden might at any time become a battlefield.
Palestine was probably the most fought over country in the world.
When war threatened them, it was common practice for people
to hide their valuables in the ground, before they took to flight,
in the hope that the day would come when they could return
and regain them.

TREASURE IN THE FIELD – WE CAN’T BUY JESUS

TREASURE IN THE FIELD – WHO IS THE BUYER?
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the
which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and
selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a
man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all
that he has and buys that field.

Who is doing the buying? Not us!
A man:
Our Lord, Jesus Christ; The son of man…
He is the one that did the purchasing.
The treasure:
Israel is the treasure ‘hidden’, where?: in a…
Field:
The world
John 3:16 (cf. Mal 3:17).
Result:
The man gives up all he has and purchases the field
He owns the field and the treasure found and hidden within it

This parable is not saying to sell all and buy Jesus Christ, as Jesus
is a free gift.
• To aspire to doing anything to gain Him is blasphemy.
• To feel that you can add one thing to that which He has done
100% is arrogance;
• To assume that you can add to that which God has called
complete is blasphemy.

1 John 2:1-2 My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye
sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous: 2 And he is the propitiation for our
sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.
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The Kingdom Parables of Matthew 13

There are 7 parables in all. Jesus divided them into two groups of 4 and 3:
• 4 spoken by the seaside in the hearing of the multitudes,
• the last 3 spoken inside the house to the disciples only.
Three in scripture is typically the number of the Trinity, the number of God
Four in scripture is typically the number relating to the earth, the world.
God has stamped "four" upon it.
There are four points to the compass
Four seasons to earth’s year, and so on.
If you carry this symbolism into the structure of the parables of Matt 13
• In the first four parables Christ has described the “kingdom of heaven”
as it appears in the world, as it is manifested here on earth.
• In the last three parables the kingdom is looked at from God’s viewpoint.
We have God’s thoughts upon it, we are shown what God has in the
kingdom—a hidden treasure, a pearl of great price.

TREASURE IN THE FIELD – ISRAEL
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the
which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth
and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.
(Ps. 135:4) "For the Lord has chosen Jacob unto Himself, and
Israel for His peculiar treasure"
(Deut. 32:8) "When the Most High divided to the nations their
inheritance (that means their earthly portion), when He separated
the sons of Adam, He set the bounds of the people according to the
number of the children of Israel. For the Lord’s portion is His
people; Jacob is the lot of His inheritance"
The context is speaking solely about earthly things—the
apportioning of the earth to the nations and the Lord’s treasure –
His portion, His people, the children of Israel.

!! CAUTION !! DO NOT BUILD YOUR BELIEF AND DOCTRINE ON
SYMBOLISM THAT IS NOT REALLY THERE. DO NOT GO WITH THE
“SYMBOLISM” OF NUMBERS
AND “STRUCTURE” OF THE TEXT
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant
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TREASURE IN THE FIELD – SCRIPTURE SPEAKS

TREASURE IN THE FIELD – ISRAEL

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which
when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all
that he hath, and buyeth that field.

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the
which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth
and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.

Let scripture interpret scripture:

1 Peter 2:9-12 NKJV

There is no difficulty in discovering what this "hidden treasure" actually
and definitely signifies.

But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him
who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who
once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had
not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. 11 Beloved, I
beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts
which war against the soul, 12 having your conduct honorable
among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as
evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe,
glorify God in the day of visitation.

Exod 19:5, "Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice—it was the house of
Jacob, the children of Israel that was addressed—and keep My
covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all
people: for all the earth is Mine“
— corresponding with "the field" in which the "treasure" is found!
Deut 14:2 "For thou art a holy people unto the Lord thy God and the Lord
has chosen thee to be a peculiar treasure unto Himself"
The Hebrew in this verse is the same as in Exodus 19:5.
8 February 2019
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TREASURE IN THE FIELD – ISRAEL

TREASURE IN THE FIELD – HIDDEN IN A FIELD

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the
which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth
and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which
when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all
that he hath, and buyeth that field.
Abraham’s and Jacob’s descendants became a numerous progeny, until
they number some two million souls.
They were a company of slaves in Egypt working as brick makers.
There was nothing to distinguish them, nothing to mark them as God’s
peculiar treasure. The treasure was still "hidden."
But, that is where the parable begins, and that is where their history as
a nation began — buried, as it were, amid the rubbish of Egypt.
"And it shall be, when thou art come in unto the land which the Lord thy God
giveth thee for an inheritance, and possessest it, and dwellest therein; that
thou shalt take of the first of all the fruit of the earth, which thou shalt bring
of thy land that the Lord thy God giveth thee, and shall put it in a basket,
and shalt go unto the place which the Lord thy God shall choose to place
His name there . . . And thou shalt speak and say before the Lord thy God,
Matt my
13 - AW
Pink / C Missler
/ FW Grant
A 8Syrian
ready to perish was
father"
(Deut.
26:1, 5).
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These passages have no reference at all to the saints of church
which is the Body of Christ, but speak of the earthly Israel according
to the flesh.
They are God’s treasure on earth, His earthly elect people.
Never once in the 21 Epistles in the New Testament is the
word "treasure" used of the Church!
It is never applied to the saints of this present Church age.
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TREASURE IN THE FIELD – HIDDEN IN A FIELD

TREASURE IN THE FIELD – FOUND

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the
which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and
selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.
The parable starts with the treasure hid in the field,
The Old Testament begins with Israel hidden in the field!
• Abraham was the father of Israel according to the flesh.
.
• Abraham was not living separated from the idolatrous people around
him when God’s hand was first laid upon him.
He was hidden away among them — one of them!
• After Abraham came Isaac, and after Isaac, Jacob.
Jacob, away from the promised land, an exile in Padan Aram,
working for an unprincipled godless Gentile, Laban.
Jacob among all the servants of Laban was hidden — there was
nothing about him to indicate that he was one of the high favorites
of God.

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the
which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth
and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.
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The treasure was hidden in the field at the beginning.
At a later point in the history of Israel, God reminded them of their
lowly origin, of the humble start that they had as a people:
Isaiah 51:1-2, "Hearken to Me, you that follow after righteousness,
you that seek the Lord: look unto the rock whence you are
hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence you are digged. Look
unto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that bear you."
Deut. 32:10 "For the Lord’s portion is His people Jacob is the lot
of His inheritance. He found him in a desert land, and in the
waste howling wilderness"
The treasure was "hid," buried in the field.
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TREASURE IN THE FIELD – A MAN HATH FOUND

TREASURE IN THE FIELD – HIDDEN AGAIN

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which
when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all
that he hath, and buyeth that field.

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a
man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath,
and buyeth that field.
Here in the parable:
• the treasure is hid in the field: Israel’s condition at the beginning of their
national history in Old Testament times.
• We have the Man coming to the treasure: the earthly ministry of Christ.
• We have the treasure hid once more: Israel’s rejection of Christ and His
rejection of Israel.
For the nearly 2,000 years where has Israel been?
Hidden, buried in the field. Dispersed among and around the world.
He has "hidden" the treasure so well that ten out of the twelve tribes are
still not yet found! They still exist but they are hidden, so securely hidden
that no man to this day knows where they are!
But, once he takes possession of the field He owns, He will come back to His
treasure, and reclaim it for Himself.
The owner of the field isMatt
getting
ready to return to exercise His right of
13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant
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The "man" here is Christ — as was the "man" in the previous parables and in
the parable that follows, verse 45.
The "finding" of the "treasure" by Christ refers to the days of His earthly
ministry.
John 1:11 "He came unto His own; but His own received Him not"
It was His own people according to the flesh that did not receive Him.
Matt 15:24 "I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel."
Christ, the Man, came to Israel, the Jews. His ministry was confined unto them.
The "treasure" was "found“ — it was no longer hidden.
• The sons of Jacob were in their own land.
• They had their own temple.
• The priesthood was still intact.
And
it was to them, the Man,
the
Christ,
Matt 13 Jesus
- AW Pink / C
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/ FW Grantcame.
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TREASURE IN THE FIELD – HIDDEN AGAIN
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a
man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath,
and buyeth that field.
Christ presented Himself to the Jews and the Jews rejected Him, and because of
their rejection He rejected them, pronounced sentence of doom upon them
… the evil spirit coming back and taking with him seven other spirits more
wicked than himself, "Even so shall it be also unto this wicked generation."
Mat_12:45; cf: Mat_16:4

TREASURE IN THE FIELD – HIDDEN AGAIN
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the
which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth
and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.
"For they are a nation void of counsel, neither is there any
understanding in them. O that they were wise, that they understood
this, that they would consider their latter end" Deut. 32:28
Often people speak of this passage as though it applied to every
man on earth, and his "latter end" is made to mean his deathbed!
But the "latter end" here speaks of the nation of Israel, and it
is the latter end of their history on this earth.

Then Jesus said He would no longer acknowledge any bond or tie, any kinship
except a spiritual one
Matt 12:50 For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven,
the same is my brother, and sister, and mother.
He severed the link which, according to the flesh, bound Him to Israel.
Hosea 5:15 I will go and return to my place, till they acknowledge their
offence, and seek my face: in their affliction they will seek me early.
Matt 23:39

For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall
13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant
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in the name of the Lord.
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Tribulation

Mankind

Israel

Israel

Israel

Conscience

Gentiles

Believers
Unbelievers
The Church

Gentiles

Gentiles

New Creations
Born Again
Redeemed

Millennium

• Israel according to
promises

Eternity

His Body

Great White Throne Judgment
Judgment of individuals

Jesus’ 2nd Coming w/ the saints
Sheep and Goat judgment
Judgment of the Nations

The Church

His Bride

Jews and Gentiles
by belief in Jesus
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• Church according to faith
• Unbelievers according to
deeds - Sins unforgiven
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Israel in History

TREASURE IN THE FIELD – BOUGHT THE FIELD
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when
a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he
hath, and buyeth that field.

The Times of the Gentiles
Luke 22:24

Fullness of
the Gentiles
Rapture
of the
Church

Ascension

Second Coming
Of Jesus Christ

19 Centuries

Occupation

Greece

Rome > > >

Dan 9 – 1st 69 7’s

Scattered

Restored

Church Age

-

Hidden in the Old Testament
14 May 1948
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Romans 11:25

Daniel 2:31-45; 7:1-28; 8:1-27

Jacob’s Trouble

Peace

Revived Rome

Peace

Anti-Christ Revealed

Jer 25:11

Oppression

70 AD

586 BC

Persia
539 BC
536 BC

Babylon

Restoration

63 BC

Exile

332 BC

Judah
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The
Church

Individuals

Promise >> Law

Israel has been the focus of the world’s attention for the past 100+ years?
Israel – God is pulling them out from hiding, dusting them off, cleaning
them up and is getting ready to put them on display as His treasure again!

Rapture
Saints meet Jesus in the air

Adam

"whatsoever a man sows that shall he also reap," Gal 6:7
Israel’s ‘religious’ leaders "sold" Him for thirty pieces of silver.
He sold them and ‘shut them up’: Hid them….Put them aside for later.
God delivered them into the hands of the Gentiles!
Their Rock "sold" them, and "the Lord shut them up."
When a thing is shut up you cannot see it, it is hidden from sight.
It is not prominent or in view.

Abraham
Isaac
Jacob

"How shall one chase a thousand and two put ten thousand to flight, except
their Rock had sold them, and the Lord had shut them up!" Deut 32:29

Salvation by Faith in Christ

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when
a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he
hath, and buyeth that field.

Birth, Death, Resurrection, Ascension

God dealing with Mankind
Condemnation or the Law
Jesus’ 1st Coming
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TREASURE IN THE FIELD – BOUGHT THE FIELD

The purchase is made after the treasure had been "hidden"
John 11:51-52 And this spake he not of himself: but being high priest that
year, he prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation; 52 And not
for that nation only, but that also he should gather together in one the
children of God that were scattered abroad.
Two distinct distinct companies of people
• “that nation" and also
• the gathering together in one of "the children of God" that are
scattered abroad.

Millennium
Times of the
Gentiles Ended
Dan 2:34-35, 44-45
Dan 9 – 70th 7

The gathering together in one of the children of God that are scattered abroad
is what God is doing in this present age.
He is taking out of the Gentiles, the pearl of great price to form, a people for His
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant
and gathering them
together with believing Jews into one Body.
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TREASURE IN THE FIELD – BOUGHT THE FIELD

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a
man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath,
and buyeth that field.
The gathering together in one (the church), the children of God that are scattered
abroad and the believing Gentiles, a pearl of great value, acquired at great cost.
Gal_3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is
neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.
Col_3:11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision,
Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.
But before that, we are told in John 11:51, He also died for "that nation."
In the 5th parable, His the earthly people, the elect that are hid in the field, the
world, the earth -- "that nation."
In the 6th parable, the pearl, you have His heavenly people, the one body.
"for joy thereof He goes and sells all that He has and buys that field.“
Heb_12:2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant
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Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the
which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth
and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.
The first Adam was placed at the head of the world: God said
"Have thou dominion over all“ (Gen 1:28) : and he lost it, he
forfeited it; the Devil tricked it from his hands:
The last Adam, as man —"the second Man from heaven“ (1 Co
15:47-49) — needed to purchase that which Adam had lost;
therefore He bought the field.
He has bought the whole world, but He has not redeemed it.
Particular redemption is for God’s elect only, but ransoming,
purchasing, is much wider.
1 John 2:1-2 … and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins;
and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.
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TREASURE IN THE FIELD – BOUGHT THE FIELD

TREASURE IN THE FIELD – BOUGHT THE FIELD

1 These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father,
the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee:
2 As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to
as many as thou hast given him.
3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom thou hast sent.
4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me
to do.
5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I
had with thee before the world was.
6 I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the
world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word.
7 Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee.
8 For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have
received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have
believed that thou didst send me.
9 I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me;
for they are thine.
10 And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them.

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which
when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all
that he hath, and buyeth that field.
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TREASURE IN THE FIELD – SOLD ALL HE HAD

122

He bought the field because of the treasure that was hidden in it.
The treasure in the field is Israel.
The man in the parable is Christ.
He went and sold all that He had.
He who was rich became poor, and bought the field. (2 Co 8:9)
He bought the field because of the treasure that was in it, and that is why
the purchasing of the field is mentioned after the re-hiding of the treasure in
it.
It is not until the Millennium that Israel will enjoy the benefits of His
purchase:
“they received Him not”
“denying the Lord that bought them”
Check Romans 9-11 Why is Israel blinded? Rom 11:25
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant
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Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the
which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and
selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.
2 Pet 2:1, "But there were false prophets also among the people, even
as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in
damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them."
These false teachers are reprobates, yet the Lord bought them.
The Lord has "bought" (ransomed) the world, it is His possession. He
owns it.
But, He has not yet fully "redeemed" (taken possession of) the
world.
There is a big difference between the two things.
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Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man
hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth
that field.
First, we have the treasure hid in the field:
that takes us back to Israel’s history as a nation.
Second, we have the Man finding that treasure;
that is Christ coming to this earth and confining His message to the Jews.
Third, we have the Man hiding the treasure;
Christ’s judgment upon Israel because of their rejection of Him
referring to their dispersion abroad throughout the earth.
Fourth, we have the Man purchasing the treasure and the whole field
referring to the death of Christ for our sin.
The logical completion of the parable would be
the Man actually possessing the treasure that He purchased and now owns
but the parable ends without seeing the man collect the treasure.
Matthew 13 deals with the "mysteries of the kingdom of heaven“.
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Matthew 13:44
TREASURE IN THE FIELD – OWNS THE FIELD

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when
a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he
hath, and buyeth that field.
Eph 1:10-14 10 That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might
gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and
which are on earth; even in him: 11 In whom also we have obtained an
inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 12 That we should be to
the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 13 In whom ye also
trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in
whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of
promise, 14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the
redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory…..
Col 1:12-14 12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to
be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 13 Who hath delivered
us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his
dear Son: 14 In whom we
have redemption through his blood, even the
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant
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THE PARABLE OF THE HIDDEN TREASURE IN THE FIELD

Israel has been promised a throne and a land, the Kingdom of Heaven, ruling on the
earth when they have been purged.
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Matthew 13:44
TREASURE IN THE FIELD – OWNS THE FIELD

THE PARABLE OF THE HIDDEN TREASURE IN THE FIELD
Matthew 13 describes the cause of Christ on this earth during the
period of His absence (as do Jesus’ 7 letters to the 7 churches).
There is nothing in this parable about the restoration of Israel
and the Lord possessing His earthly treasure, because that
comes after the church age (dispensation) is over, after the
history of Christendom has been wound up, after the new age.
the Millennium has been inaugurated.
Amos 9:14-15 and Isaiah 62:1-4 deal with Christ’s recovery and
possession of the “treasure “
In due time the Jews shall be manifested as God’s peculiar
"treasure’’ on "earth“

8 February 2019

Amos –775 BC
Isaiah –740 BC
-586
128 BC
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PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – THE PEARL

PARABLE OF THE PEARL OF
GREAT PRICE
Mat 13:45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant
in search of fine pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of
great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.
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45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all
that he had and bought it.
A pearl is the product of a living creature
It is the only gem that is the result of suffering.
Down in the sea depths there lives a little oyster encased in a shell.
A grain of sand, a foreign substance, intrudes piercing its side
wounding it.
God has endowed that animal with the faculty of self preservation, like He
has all others of His creatures, and it throws out, exudes, a slimy
substance called nacre and covers the wound, repeating the process
again and again.
One layer after another of that nacre or mother of pearl is cast out by
that little animal on the wound in its side, until ultimately there is built
up what eventuates in a pearl.
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant
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PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – THE PEARL

PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – UNIQUE

45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of
fine pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and
sold all that he had and bought it.

Mat 13:45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search
of fine pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and
sold all that he had and bought it.

"In Christ there is neither Jew nor Greek, bond nor free, male nor
female, for we are all one" (Gal. 3:28). Cf: 2 Co 5:17

The pearl is the only gem:
• which is grown in response to an introduced irritation,
• grows by accretion,
ACCRETION: Growth or increase in size by gradual
external addition, fusion, or inclusion.
The growing together or adherence of parts that
are normally separate.
• and is removed from its place of growth to become an gem of
adornment!

A pearl is a gem of ‘unity’
A pearl is the only gem that cannot be split or broken without
destroying it.
Take a diamond and cut it into two, then I have two diamonds.
Take a lump of gold and divide it into two, and I have two
lumps of gold.
Take a pearl and cut it into two, I have nothing:
I have destroyed it!
130
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PEARL OF GREAT PRICE - UNCLEAN

PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – EISEGESIS

Mat 13:45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of
fine pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold
all that he had and bought it.

Mat 13:45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of
fine pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all
that he had and bought it.

Problem !!! > Oysters are not kosher!
A Jew could only eat seafood that has fins and scales.

The generally proposed meaning of this parable that many commonly
believe, preach, and teach :
• Christianity is like one who earnestly desired and diligently sought
salvation. Rom 3:10-11 Isa 9:13
• Ultimately his efforts were rewarded by his finding Christ, the Pearl of
great price. Eph 2:8-10
• Having found Him, as presented in the Gospel, the sinner sold all that
he had:
- he forsook all that the flesh held dear,
- he abandoned his worldly companions,
- he surrendered his will,
- he dedicated his life to God; and
in that way, he secured his salvation.
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant
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Lev_11:9 These shall ye eat of all that are in the waters: whatsoever
hath fins and scales in the waters, in the seas, and in the rivers, them
shall ye eat. 10 And all that have not fins and scales in the seas,
and in the rivers, of all that move in the waters, and of any living thing
which is in the waters, they shall be an abomination unto you: ….
12 Whatsoever hath no fins nor scales in the waters, that shall be an
abomination unto you.
Deu_14:9 These ye shall eat of all that are in the waters: all that have
fins and scales shall ye eat: 10 And whatsoever hath not fins and
scales ye may not eat; it is unclean unto you.
Pearls are characteristically a Gentile item.
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PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO SELL?

PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – A GENTILE GEM
Mat 13:45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search
of fine pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold
all that he had and bought it.
Pearls are distinctly a Gentile ornament, not a Jewish ornament.
Lev_11:9 and Deu_14:9 mean that pearls would not be prized by the
Jewish community.
The Jews might trade in pearls but only because they could sell
them to the Gentiles.

45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46 who,
on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.
The popular interpretation of this parable says that, having sought and found Christ, the
sinner sells all that he has and buys it, but: the sinner has nothing of value to sell!
Righteousness = none!
Isaiah 64:6 But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are
as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have
taken us away.
Goodness = none!
Romans 3:12

"There is none that doeth good, no, not one."

Faith = none! Faith is God’s "gift"

The main sources of pearls in those days were the shores of the Red
Sea and far-off Britain itself, but a merchant would scour the markets of
the world to find a pearl which was of surpassing beauty.

Eph 2:8-9 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is
the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.
The popular view of this parable turns God’s truth upside down, for He declares that
salvation is available without money and without price

Here we have a merchant searching for them spending his life in the
search.

Isa 55:1 Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no
money; come ye, buy, and
eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant
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PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – A MERCHANT IN SEARCH
45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search
of fine pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went
and sold all that he had and bought it.
Even though God commands it, even though we ought to seek
salvation, there has never been a single sinner who took the
initiative in seeking salvation:
Isa 55:6-7 "Seek ye the Lord while He may be found,…."
“…Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous
man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord…."

PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – THE MERCHANT…
45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all
that he had and bought it.
A Merchant, trades in commodities…
To say that the sinner sells all that he has and buys the one pearl of
great price — buys Christ — is blasphemy!
Scripture clearly teaches that salvation cannot be purchased:
"Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to
His mercy He saved us" (Titus 3:5).
"The gift of God is eternal life" (Rom. 6:23’).
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is
the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10 For we
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which
God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. (Eph 2:8-10)
If it is a "gift“. It is not
and
cannot
be sold, bartered or traded.
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Fallen man never does and never will seek the Lord or His
salvation.
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THE PRECIOUS PEARL - EXEGISIS
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PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – A MERCHANT IN SEARCH
45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46
who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought
it.

The merchant (man):
Goodly pearls:
One pearl of great price:
Sold all and Bought it:

as always: Acts 17:11 1 Thess 5:21
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The Lord God
Searching for gems among the gentiles
The Church; the body of Christ
The man gives up all he has and buys it

140

Fallen man never does and never will seek the Lord or His salvation.
Rom 3:9-18 What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have
before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin; 10 As
it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 11 There is none that
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 12 They are all gone
out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that
doeth good, no, not one. 13 Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their
tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: 14
Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: 15 Their feet are swift to
shed blood: 16 Destruction and misery are in their ways: 17 And the way
of peace have they not known: 18 There is no fear of God before their
eyes.
Rom_10:14 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed?
And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant
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2019 they hear without a preacher?
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"Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant who was seeking
goodly pearls. When he had found a very valuable pearl, he went
away and sold everything he had, and bought it."
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PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – THE PEARL, BODY BUILDING
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on
finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.
The pearl, as it is being formed in the ocean depths, is not seen by man.
The pearl’s formation is hidden; in secret; seen only by God, who witnesses its
building up.
The Church which Christ is now building, that body of His which is now in process of
formation, is unseen by the world.
Mat 16:18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will
build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
This is not speaking of the visible churches; organizations but the organism.
Eph 2:21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy
temple in the Lord:

PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – GOD IS THE SEARCHER
45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls,
46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and
bought it.
Some may say, “There was as a time when ‘I sought the Lord.’"
You sought Him because He first sought you — just as truly as you love
Him because He first loved you. 1 Jn 4:19; Joh_15:16-19
It is not the sheep that seek the Shepherd;
It is the Shepherd who seeks the sheep;
and having sought the sheep, He creates in the heart of that
sheep a desire after Himself, then it begins to seek Him.
To make this parable say that natural man, an unconverted sinner, is seeking
Christ is to repudiate Scripture and to dishonor the grace of God.

Eph 4:16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that
which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of
every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.

Romans 3:11 "There is none that seeks after God."
There are multitudes in the world that seek after pleasure, after wealth,
power, and position, but there is none that seeks after "God."
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Your life is hid with Christ in God
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant

3:3 For ye are dead,
andActs
your
is5:21
hid with Christ in God.
as always:
17:11 life
1 Thess

141

141

143

Matthew 13:45-46

55

as always: Acts 17:11 1 Thess 5:21

Matthew 13:45-46

55

8 February
2019
Col.

PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – GOD IS THE SEARCHER

PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – THE MERCHANT…

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who,
on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.

45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of
fine pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and
sold all that he had and bought it.

When Adam sinned he did not seek the Lord at all; rather he fled and hid.
The Lord sought him: "Adam, where art thou?" Gen 3:9

The "man" referred to is Christ, as He is all through this chapter.

There is nothing whatever in Scripture to indicate that Abraham sought God.
He Abraham himself was a heathen, his parents idolaters worshiping other
gods and the Lord suddenly appeared to him in that heathen city.
Jos 24:2 And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith the LORD God of
Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood in old time, even
Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of Nachor: and they served
other gods.

• The "man" that sowed the good Seed in the field in the 1st
parable is Christ.
• The "man" referred to in verse 24 at the beginning of the 2nd
parable is Christ, and
• The “man” in the 5th parable buying the field and hidden
treasure is the Lord

Abraham had not been seeking God; it was God who sought him.

• The "man" in this parable, the "merchantman," is the Lord
Jesus Christ.

When the Jesus came, He declared,
The Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost Luk 19:10
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant
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PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – SOUGHT THE PEARL

PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – SOUGHT THE PEARL
45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all
that he had and bought it.
This Merchantman sought among fine pearl.
In the 5th parable the treasure was "found“
In the case of the pearl it was "sought."
The distinction appropriately expresses the difference between
• God’s earthly election, the Jews – the bride
• God’s heavenly new creation, out of both Jews and Gentiles – the
body 2 Cor 5:17, Rom 10:12 , Gal 3:28, Col 3:11, Mat 16:18
Acts 15:14
Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the
Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name.
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Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls,
who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and
bought it.
Eph 2:17 And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and
to them that were nigh.
All of Adam’s race were spiritually "far off" from God needed the
word of peace preached to them.
The Jews were "nigh,“ so the treasure in the “treasure” parable was
"found“ it did not need "seeking!"
• Israel was in the land when the Messiah came to them
• The Jews were already in a covenant relationship with God
• With the Word of God in their hands,
• The temple of God in their midst.
But in the “pearl” parable, where the Gentiles are in view, they not only had
to be "found," but they needed to be "sought!"
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PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – SEEKING GOOD PEARLS

PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – FINE PEARLS

He desired, went looking for this goodly pearl:
"the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchantman seeking goodly
pearls: who when he had found one pearl of great price went and sold
all that he had, and bought it."

45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of
fine pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and
sold all that he had and bought it.

The pearl represents His church in its entirety and that people that the
Lord Jesus desired.
Scripture bears out this thought — Christ’s desire for a people.
Ps. 45:11 So shall the King greatly desire thy beauty.
John 14:1-3 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God,
believe also in me. [2] In my Father's house are many mansions: if it
were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
[3] And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.
Christ will not be satisfied until He has His own ‘blood bought people’
around Him!
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant
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This Merchantman was seeking goodly pearls – multiple pearls
if He sought them He found them.
There are quite a number of distinct companies among Christ’s
redeemed.
• The Old Testament saints are one
• The Tribulation saints are one
• The Millennial saints are one
But attention is here focused on "one pearl" in particular;
the Church…
8 February 2019
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PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – ONE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE

PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – SOLD ALL

45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all
that he had and bought it.

45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all
that he had and bought it.

He regarded this particular pearl as being of "great value"
It is a staggering thought that not only should Christ desire you and
me, but that we should be of "great price" in His sight!

The Merchantman sold all that He had to acquire the pearl.

Isa 55:8 "My thoughts are not your thoughts . . . as the heavens are
higher than the earth . . . so are My thoughts than your thoughts."
Prv 8:31 Rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth; and my delights
were with the sons of men.

Php 2:5-8 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ
Jesus: 6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be
equal with God: 7 But made himself of no reputation, and took
upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of
men: 8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross.

Our little minds are altogether inadequate to rise a level to fully
understand this kind of Love:
We can only bow in awe, wonderment and worship over what we
cannot understand.
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2Co 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin;
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

Heb 5:8 Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the
things which he suffered;
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PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – BOUGHT THE PEARL

PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – SOLD ALL
45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all
that he had and bought it.

45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of
fine pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went
and sold all that he had and bought it.

The Merchantman sold all that He had to acquire the pearl.

The Merchantman bought the pearl.

Who of us is capable of comprehending what it meant for the Lord of
glory, the Creator of the universe, to sell all that He had?

1 Peter 1:18, 19. " . . .not redeemed with corruptible things,
as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received
by tradition from your fathers; but [redeemed] with the
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish
and without spot."

2 Co 8:9
For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that,
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye
through his poverty might be rich.
He left Heaven’s majesty and occupied a manger so that one day
we might occupy a place in Heaven with Him.
He entered life so poor that He had no where to lay His head so
that you and I, who are amongst His favored ones, might rest
forever on Him.
8 February 2019
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It was at the Cross that He bought the pearl, and the price that
He paid was His own precious blood.
Our reconciliation with God and our fully and complete
redemption was “Paid-in-Full”
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PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – THE PEARL

PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – THE PEARL
45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold
all that he had and bought it.

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46 who,
on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.
Notice the lowly origin of the pearl
In scripture the ‘sea’ or the ‘waters’ are often used as a symbol of the Gentile
peoples of the earth
Israel is often referred to symbolically as the ‘land’.

The Church, the saints of this age, are the fruit of the travail of Christ.
The pearl, the Church, is the result of the injury that was inflicted
upon the Lord.
The offending particle has and will ultimately becomes the
object of beauty: that which injured the oyster becomes the
precious gem.
The very thing that injured the animal, the little grain of sand that
intruded, is ultimately clothed with a beauty that is not its own and
covered with the comeliness of the one that it injured.
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The pearl originally dwelt in the depths of the sea. Amid the mire and filth of the
sea is where oysters congregate. They are the scavengers of the ocean.
It is down in the ocean’s depths, amidst the mire, that the pearl is being formed.
We, who by God’s grace have been made members of Christ, were by nature and
origin found in the filth and mire and ruin of the mankind’s fallen state.
Eph 2:11-12 Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the
flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision
in the flesh made by hands; 12 That at that time ye were without Christ,
being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the
covenants of promise, having
noPinkhope,
and
God in the world:
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PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – ONE PEARL OF GREAT VALUE

45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that
he had and bought it.
The pearl is an object that is formed slowly and gradually.
not come into existence in a single day.

It does

There is a tedious process of waiting while the pearl is being slowly but
surely formed. It is the same way with the Church.
For nearly 2000 years the church, God’s pearl of great price, has been
in process of formation by the power and grace of God.
A gem of His own choosing has been under construction being
formed and transformed, molding it, and growing it into His own
personal adornment.
Out of each generation of men on earth God has called a few and added
them to that Church which He is now building for His Son.
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Matthew 13:45-46
PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – THE PEARL
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Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on
finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.
In the eyes of God that Church is an object of value and beauty.
The little object, hidden from the eyes of men, is being fashioned into a precious
gem, which will reflect the light of heaven and become an object of beauty and
admiration in the eyes of all who see it.
2 Thes 1:10, "When He shall come to be glorified in His saints (not only in
Himself), and to be admired in all them that believe."
That is speaking in the language of the pearl.
The Lord Jesus will “…present to Himself a glorious church, not having
spot or wrinkle, or any such thing; but it shall be holy and without blemish“
(Eph. 5:27)
When He returns to the earth itself, He will bring with him His complete and
beautified Church and it will be an object of admiration to all who behold it.
To a wondering universe Christ will display His glorified Church.
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Matthew 13:45-46

PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – ONE PEARL OF GREAT VALUE
45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold
all that he had and bought it.

Matthew 13:45-46
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PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – THE PURCHASED PEARL
"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on
finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.
We are the purchased property of The Lord Jesus Christ!
You are not your own, but "bought with a price" (1 Cor. 6:20).
We are not our own; we belong to Christ!

We have a hint of the honorable and exalted future that the
Church is to enjoy.
That Pearl ultimately has a position and a place in the diadem of the
king.
It becomes the jewel of royalty; for this is the reason it has been
made.
"When Christ, our life, shall appear, then shall you also appear
with Him in glory" (Col. 3:4).
"That in the ages to come (that is yet future) He might show
the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us"
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant
2:7).
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Is it true that I have only one aim, only one desire, only one ambition; all my efforts
concentrated on the honoring, obeying, magnifying of Christ?
Our answer to that ought to be, "For to me to live is Christ." Php 1:21
Php 3:20-21 For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 21 Who shall change our vile body,
that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the
working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.
1Co 10:31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to
the glory of God.
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Matthew 13:45-46

PEARL OF GREAT PRICE – ONE PEARL OF GREAT VALUE
45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46 who,
on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.
Many of God’s people today may be poor, despised and hated by the great of this world,
but just as surely as the pearl of great price of lowly origin ends with a position of dignity
and honor and glory, so those who now are last shall be first.
Mat 19:28-30 And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have
followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory,
ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And every
one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or
children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit
everlasting life. 30 But many that are first shall be last; and the last shall be first.
2Co 4:14-18 Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by
Jesus, and shall present us with you. 15 For all things are for your sakes, that the
abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of
God. 16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the
inward man is renewed day by day. 17 For our light affliction, which is but for a
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; 18 While we
look not at the things which are Matt
seen,
but at the things which are not seen: for the things
13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant
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How far is that fact dominating our daily walk?
Are we living day by day as though we realized it?

The New Heaven and the New Earth
Rev 21:1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the
first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea.
Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.
Rev 21:3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle
of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His
people, and God Himself will be among them, 4 and He will wipe away every
tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer
be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away."
Rev 21:5 And He who sits on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new."
And He *said, "Write, for these words are faithful and true."
Rev 21:6 Then He said to me, "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the
water of life without cost.
Rev 21:7 "He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he
will be My son.
Rev 21:8 "But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and
immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the
lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death."
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Rev 21:7 "He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will
be My son.
Rev_2:7 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him
who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.'
Rev_2:11 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He
who overcomes will not be hurt by the second death.'
Rev_2:17 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him
who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a
white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who
receives it.'

The New Jerusalem
Rev 21:18 The material of the wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear
glass.
Rev 21:19 The foundation stones of the city wall were adorned with every kind of
precious stone. The first foundation stone was jasper; the second, sapphire; the
third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald; 20 the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the
seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase; the
eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst.
Rev 21:21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; each one of the gates was a single
pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.

Rev_2:26 'He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, TO HIM I
WILL GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS;

Rev 21:22 I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its
temple.

Rev_3:5 'He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase
his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and
before His angels.

Rev 21:23 And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the
glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.

Rev_3:21 'He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I
161
also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.
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The New Jerusalem
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Rev 21:25 In the daytime (for there will be no night there) its gates will never be closed;
26 and they will bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it; 27 and nothing
unclean, and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it,
but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life.
163
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Mt 13.47-50
PARABLE OF THE NET
Mat 13:47 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that
was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every kind.
48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and
sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad.
49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come
out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw
them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.
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Rev 21:9 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last
plagues came and spoke with me, saying, "Come here, I will show you the bride,
the wife of the Lamb."
Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and
showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 11
having the glory of God. Her brilliance was like a very costly stone, as a stone of
crystal-clear jasper.
Rev 21:12 It had a great and high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve
angels; and names were written on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes
of the sons of Israel.
Rev 21:13 There were three gates on the east and three gates on the north and three
gates on the south and three gates on the west.
Rev 21:14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundation stones, and on them were the
twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.
Rev 21:15 The one who spoke with me had a gold measuring rod to measure the city,
and its gates and its wall.
Rev 21:16 The city is laid out as a square, and its length is as great as the width; and
he measured the city with the rod, fifteen hundred miles; its length and width and
height are equal.
Rev 21:17 And he measured its wall, seventy-two yards, according to human
162
measurements, which are also angelic measurements.

Rev 21:24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their
glory into it.

55

Rev_3:12 'He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he
will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and the
name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven
from My God, and My new name.
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The Seven Kingdom Parables

55

Letters to Seven Churches
PAUL
JESUS
Rev. 2 & 3
Ephesus
Ephesus
Philippians
Smyrna
Corinthians
Pergamos
Galatians
Thyatira
Romans
Sardis
Thessalonians Philadelphia
Colossians
Laodicea

47] Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was
cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind:
48] Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down,
and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away.
49] So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come
forth, and sever the wicked from among the just,
50] And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be
wailing and gnashing of teeth.

Paul’s letters to Individuals
Titus
Philemon
Timothy (1st / 2nd)
Hebrews (Unsigned)
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The Apostolic Church

167

Rapture

+/-

Ephesus
The Persecuted Church

Smyrna

47 Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a net which was cast into
the sea, and which gathered all kinds of things.
48 When it was full, they hauled it up on to the shore, and sat
down, and collected the good contents into containers, but threw
the useless contents away.
49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come, and
they will separate the evil from the righteous, 50 and they will cast
them into the furnace of fire. There will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth there.”

Group A
Promises
Post-Scripted

Prophetic
Profile?

Barclay
Name
Title
Commendation
Concerns
Exhortation

This 7th parable seems to correlate with conditions in and
warnings to the 7th church in Revelation.

The Married Church

+/-

Ephesus
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

The Medieval Church

+/-

Thyatira
Denominational Church

Sardis

-

Missionary Church

Group B

Philadelphia

Pergamos
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

?

Apostate Church

Promises are in the
body of the Letter
Smyrna
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
Yes

+

Laodicea

-

?

Thyatira
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Sardis
Philadelphia Laodicea
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
Yes
No
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Promises in body of Letter
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
"He that hath an ear. Let him hear what the Spiriti hath to say to the Churches."
Acts 17:11
1 Thes 5:21
Yes
Yes
Yes
Promises Post-scripted

168

166

Promise to
Overcomer

+

Pergamos
Explicit References To
His Second Coming

55

1 Thes 5:21

167

Matthew 13:47-50
THE CATCH AND THE SEPARATION

166

Written by others
James
Matthew
Jude
Mark
1 / 2 Peter Luke - Acts
John – 1/2/3 John - Revelation
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The Seven Kingdom Parables
Matthew 13
The Sower and 4 Soils
The Tares and the Wheat
The Mustard Seed
The Woman & the Leaven
The Treasure in the Field
The Pearl of Great Price
The Dragnet

The Great Tribulation

55

Matt 13:47-50 Parable 7: The Dragnet
No Interpretation Given
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The Sower and 4 Soils

The Mustard Seed
To the Church in Pergamum

To the Church in Ephesus

Becoming Relevant in the World, Tolerating the False

Rev 2:1 "To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, 'These things says He who
holds the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven
golden lampstands: 2 "I know your works, your labor, your patience, and
that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say
they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars; 3 and you have
persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name's sake and
have not become weary.

Rev 2:12 "And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write, 'These things says He
who has the sharp two-edged sword: 13 "I know your works, and where you
dwell, where Satan's throne is. And you hold fast to My name, and did not deny
My faith even in the days in which Antipas was My faithful martyr, who was killed
among you, where Satan dwells.
Rev 2:14 But I have a few things against you, because you have there those who
hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the
children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual
immorality.
Rev 2:15 Thus you also have those who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which
thing I hate.
Rev 2:16 Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against them with
the sword of My mouth.
Rev 2:17 "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To
him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat. And I will give
him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written which no one knows
except him who receives it." '

Rev 2:4 Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love.
Rev 2:5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first
works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its
place—unless you repent.
Rev 2:6 But this you have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I
also hate.
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Rev 2:7 "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the
midst of the Paradise of God." ‘

169
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Allowed the Truth to be Supplanted … Seed is removed

171

The Woman & the Leaven

The Tares and the Wheat

To the Church in Thyatira

To the Church in Smyrna

Infected by the False

Standing against the World … Truth and False Side by Side
Rev 2:8 "And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write, 'These
things says the First and the Last, who was dead, and came to
life: 9 "I know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are
rich); and I know the blasphemy of those who say they are
Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.
Rev 2:10 Do not fear any of those things which you are about to
suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into
prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten
days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.
Rev 2:11 "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to
the churches. He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the
second death." '
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Rev 2:18 "And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write, 'These things says the Son of
God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine brass: 19 "I know your works,
love, service, faith, and your patience; and as for your works, the last are more than the first.
Rev 2:20 Nevertheless I have a few things against you, because you allow that woman
Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My servants to commit sexual
immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.
Rev 2:21 And I gave her time to repent of her sexual immorality, and she did not repent.
Rev 2:22 Indeed I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her into
great tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds.
Rev 2:23 I will kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know that I am He who
searches the minds and hearts. And I will give to each one of you according to your works.
Rev 2:24 "Now to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not have this
doctrine, who have not known the depths of Satan, as they say, I will put on you no other
burden.
Rev 2:25 But hold fast what you have till I come. 26 And he who overcomes, and keeps My
works until the end, to him I will give power over the nations — 27 'HE SHALL RULE THEM
WITH A ROD OF IRON; THEY SHALL BE DASHED TO PIECES LIKE THE POTTER'S
VESSELS'— as I also have received from My Father; 28 and I will give him the morning
star.
Rev 2:29 "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches." '
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The Dragnet

The Treasure in the Field

To the Church in Laodicea

To the Church in Sardis

Self Deceived – Accepting the False – Treasure hidden

Inspected, Separated, Rewarded

Rev 3:1 "And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, 'These things says
He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars: "I know your
works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead.
Rev 3:2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready
to die, for I have not found your works perfect before God.
Rev 3:3 Remember therefore how you have received and heard; hold fast
and repent. Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief,
and you will not know what hour I will come upon you.

Rev 3:14 "And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, 'These things says
the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God: 15 "I
know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot.
Rev 3:16 So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit
you out of My mouth.
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Rev 3:19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent.
Rev 3:20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens
the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.
Rev 3:21 To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also
overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.
Rev 3:22 "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches." ' "

175
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Rev 3:4 You have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their
garments; and they shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy.
Rev 3:5 He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not
blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before
My Father and before His angels.
Rev 3:6 "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches." '

Rev 3:17 Because you say, 'I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of
nothing’ — and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked
— 18 I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and
white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not
be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see.
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The Pearl of Great Price
To the Church in Philadelphia

Matthew 13:47-50

THE SEVEN KINGDOM PARABLES IN MATTHEW 13

Hold onto Truth – Secured, Owned by Christ
Rev 3:7 "And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, 'These things says He who
is holy, He who is true, "HE WHO HAS THE KEY OF DAVID, HE WHO OPENS AND
ONE SHUTS, AND SHUTS AND NO ONE OPENS":
Rev 3:8 "I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can
shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name.

Note the way these 7 parables are arranged:
The 1st parable is not a similitude of the kingdom of heaven.
The last 6 are a similitude of the kingdom of heaven.

Rev 3:9 Indeed I will make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and
are not, but lie — indeed I will make them come and worship before your feet, and to
know that I have loved you.

The first parable stands by itself omitting the opening.
"the kingdom of heaven is like unto."
Which opens the other six.

Rev 3:10 Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the
hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.
Rev 3:11 Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take
your crown.
Rev 3:12 He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he
shall go out no more. I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of
My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God. And I will
write on him My new name.
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Rev 3:13 "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches."
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Matthew 13:47
LIKE A NET

The 1st parable is preparatory - the broadcast sowing of the seed.
Done prior to the introduction of the kingdom of heaven in its present form.

47 Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a net which was cast into
the sea, and which gathered all kinds of things.

The subsequent 6 parables are divided into two sets of three.

A symbol of the Gospel, proclaiming and presenting Christ to men.

55

Matthew 13:47-50

55

THE SEVEN KINGDOM PARABLES IN MATTHEW 13

• The first three were spoken by the Lord from a ship in the hearing of
the multitudes by the seaside,
The first three parables speak of the kingdom of heaven from the
point of view of this world - as it is seen by men.

In Palestine there were two main ways of fishing.
One was with the casting-net, the amphiblestron (<G293>).
A hand-net shaped like the top of a bell-tent, with a long cord
fastened to the apex, was cast from the shore.
This is tied to the arm and the net is folded so that when it is
thrown it opens to its largest circumference.
Around its circumference are beads of lead to make it drop
suddenly to the bottom.

• The last three parables were spoken by the Lord to the disciples only
within a house;
They speak of the internal and hidden aspects of the kingdom of
heaven, that which is not manifested before men in this world.
The last three parables speak from the standpoint of God’s
counsels.
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant
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Matthew 13:47
CAST INTO THE SEA
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THE SEVEN KINGDOM PARABLES IN MATTHEW 13
In the parable of the treasure hid in the field,
a man for joy of finding and owning the treasure buys the field .
In the parable of the pearl, the pearl was sought out,
also desired and purchased by the same man, the merchantman.
The treasure and the pearl represent 2 elect companies,
The treasure, the literal nation of Israel, an earthly people,
The pearl of great price, the Church, the body of Christ, a
heavenly people;
• both are dear to God and precious to His Son,
• both are purchased by Him:

178

• The nearly naked fisherman, half crouching, watches the surf
intently.
• When he sees the fish tumbling toward him in the surf, he springs
forward throwing the net toward the catch.
• The net unfolds and expands as it sails forward and its leaded
circumference strikes the bottom trapping the fish.
• With the cord the fishermen closes off the bottom of the net and
draws it and the fish back to himself and the shore.
This style of fishing requires a keen eye, an agile frame, and great
skill in throwing the net.
It requires that the fishermen be patient, watchful, wide awake,
and quick to seize the exact moment to cast the net.

180

The order of these two parables is:
Rom 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew
first, and also to the Greek.
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant
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47 Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a net which was cast into
the sea, and which gathered all kinds of things.
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Matthew 13:47
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Matthew 13:47
GATHERED ALL KINDS
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47 Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a net which was cast into the
sea, and which gathered all kinds of things.
The second way of fishing, the method referred to in this parable, was
with the drag-net, the sagene (<G4522>)
The seine net was a large square net with cords at each corner, and
weighted so that, at rest, it hung upright in the water.
When the boat began to move, the net was drawn into the shape of a
great cone and into which all kinds of fish were swept.
The net was then drawn to land, and the catch was separated.
The useless material that was caught in the net was flung away;
the good catch was put into containers.
Sometimes the fish were put alive into containers rifled with
water. There was no other way to transport them in freshness
over any time or any distance.

47 Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a net which was
cast into the sea, and which gathered all kinds of things.
A drag-net does not and cannot discriminate with regard to
what sort of fish it entraps.
It would draw in all kinds of things in its course through
the water. Its contents are bound to be a mixture.
If we apply that to the Church, the Church is bound to be a
mixture of all kinds of people, good and bad, both useless
and useful.
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Matthew 13:47
THE SEA

Matthew 13:48
WHEN IT WAS FULL

47 Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a net which was cast into
the sea, and which gathered all kinds of things.
In typology in Scripture, the Sea is used as a metaphor for the world,
the gentile nations and people of the earth unruly and lawless.
Like waves driven by storms the world is a restless place often
tossed about.
The wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest,
whose waters cast up mire and dirt." Isaiah 57:20
"The abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the
forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee." Isaiah 60:5
It has the same meaning that it has in the first verse of the
chapter.

48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and
sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad.
The net was left in the sea until it was full, Rom 11:25
then it was pulled ashore, taken out of the sea. 1Co 15:52
The catch sorted. 1Co 3:13 Mt 25:32 Mt 25:19
The good and useful saved.
The bad and useless disposed of.
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The Land is a typologically a metaphor for Israel
Israel was given a specific spot and area of land was promised.
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47 Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a net which was cast
into the sea, and which gathered all kinds of things.
The "fishermen" themselves — they cast the net and gather in.
While they are not the focus of the parable, they are none
the less an important part of it.
Those who cast the net into the sea, are the Lord’s
evangelists, the preachers of the Word.
Follow Me and I will make you fishers of men,
Mt 4:19; Lu 5:10
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47 Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a net which was cast into
the sea, and which gathered all kinds of things.
48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted
the good into containers but threw away the bad.
Highly honored by God to have a part in the casting of the net into
the sea yet hidden from view, nothing is said about them, except
they are just referred to once as "they."
1 Co 3:4 "For while one says, I am of Paul and another, I am of
Apollos, are you not carnal? Who then is Paul, and who is
Apollos, but ministers by whom you believed, even as the Lord
gave to every man? I have planted, Apollos watered; but God
gave the increase. So then neither is he that plants anything
neither he that waters."
The minister is of himself, nothing at all.
The message and the Master are the important things
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Matthew 13:48
THE FISHERMEN

55

Matthew 13:47-48
THE FISHERMEN

47 Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a net which was
cast into the sea, and which gathered all kinds of things. 48
When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and
sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad.
The fishermen are not even mentioned in verse 47:
"The kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast
into the sea, and gathered of every kind,"

48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the
good into containers but threw away the bad.
The one aim and design of the fishermen was to cast the net into the sea
and draw it back again full of fish.
There were some bad fish in the net, but these they cast away.
There were Bad soils / Tares / Wolves in sheep’s clothing, False
teachers disguised as angels of light.
- It is the good fish they were out for.
The servant of God is under orders to "preach the gospel to every
creature."

In the 48th verse Christ just refers to them as "they":
"Which when it was full, they drew to shore."

Though he is sent to preach the Gospel to all who come under the
sound of his voice, he is not sent to get involved in every ministry or
with every person he meets.

That is all that is said about them.
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Matthew 13:48
THE FISHERMEN
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Matthew 13:47
THE FISHERMEN
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The primary purpose of God in raising up His servants and sending them
forth is, the good of His own
elect; to send them where He determines to
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant
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he has prepared to receive
truth…
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Matthew 13:48
SAT DOWN AND SORTED

55
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Matthew 13:48
THEY, MEN, NOT HE - DREW THE NET ASHORE

48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted
the good into containers but threw away the bad.

48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted
the good into containers but threw away the bad.

In the first 6 parables there is typically only one at work, 1 agent
acting — the Merchant man, the field owner, the sower, etc.
In the parable of the leaven there is a woman who is the actor.

They sat down before they did anything with the fish.
Before they attempted to do any sorting out and separating, they
sat down:
This aspect of their work requires time, care, deliberation!

In the 7th parable note verse 47-48:
Again the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net that was cast into
the sea, and gathered of every kind: which, when it was full,
they drew to shore
Not "he" but "they.“

Mat 7:6 Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye
your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet,
and turn again and rend you.
Mat_10:14-15, Mat_15:26; Pro_9:7-8, Pro_23:9, Pro_26:11;
Php_3:2; Heb_10:29; 2Pe_2:22
How do we know? How can we sort the good from the bad?
191
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7 Kingdom Parables in Matthew 13

Sower and the Seed
Tares and Wheat
Mustard Seed
Woman and Leaven
Treasure in the Field
Pearl of Great Price

Matt 13:18-23
Matt 13:24-30
Matt 13:31-32
Matt 13:33
Matt 13:34
Matt 13:45-46

A man
A landowner
A seed
A lump of dough
A man
A man

Dragnet

Matt 13:47-50

Men / Angels

Matthew 13:48
SORTED THE GOOD INTO CONTAINERS
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48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted
the good into containers but threw away the bad.
That the net gathered in bad fishes as well as good ones does not
reflect on the skill of the fishermen. But…
• They were responsible to distinguish between the good and the
bad fish after they were in the net and had been landed,
• And they were responsible to separate the one from the other
once the net had been drawn ashore.
It is an essential and important part of the work and duty of God’s
servants — to discriminate, to distinguish and to separate between
the good and the bad fish.
192
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Matthew 13:48
SORTED THE GOOD INTO CONTAINERS

Matthew 13:48
SORTED THE GOOD INTO CONTAINERS
48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted
the good into containers but threw away the bad.

48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the
good into containers but threw away the bad.

The fishermen were to distinguish and discriminate between the
good and the bad fish.

The good fish will act and grow as a ‘good fish’ should and as ‘good’ fish
are expected to grow.
Gal 5:19-26 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these;
Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 20 Idolatry,
witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions,
heresies, 21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such
like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past,
that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, 23 Meekness, temperance: against such
there is no law. 24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh
with the affections and lusts.
25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 26 Let us not
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant
desirous
of vain glory,
provoking one another, envying one another.
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They are not blamed for the "bad" fish being in the "net“
Just for leaving them there once they identify them…
The fishermen have a responsibility concerning the quality of the
‘fish’ once the net is drawn to land and they are exposed to sight.
It is not long before a ‘professing Christian’ makes it clear
whether or not he has been really born again.
It is concerning this that God holds His servants responsible!
How do we do this?
How can we know ‘good’ fish from ‘bad’?
8 February 2019
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Matthew 13:48
SORTED THE GOOD INTO CONTAINERS
48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good
into containers but threw away the bad.
We do need not to ‘lean to our own understanding’ in anything. In the
Scripture God has described the marks by which we can distinguish good
fish from bad!
Pro 3:5-7 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding. 6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy
paths. 7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from
evil. 8 It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones.
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Matthew 13:48
THREW AWAY THE BAD

48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted
the good into containers but threw away the bad.
All that the fishermen did with the bad was cast them away.
The bad fish had gotten into the net, but they were rejected.
Once identified the fishermen were to have nothing further to do with
them.
Nothing else is required of the fishermen, but just to cast them
away.
Matt 15:13-14a "Every plant which My heavenly Father has not
planted, shall be rooted up. Let them alone…."
It is not our business to do the rooting up; just leave them alone,
that is all; have no fellowship with them.
Matthew 13:30 1 Corinthians 5:11

196

2Ti 3:13-17 But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving,
and being deceived. 14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast
learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them;
15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able
to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of
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Matthew 13:48-50
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Matthew 13:48
THREW AWAY THE BAD

AT THE END OF THE AGE
48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good
into containers but threw away the bad.

Ro 16:17, "Now I beseech you brethren, mark [identify] them which
cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine which you have
learned; and avoid them“
Avoid them — not punish, imprison, torture, or put them to death
If some entertainer, preacher, concert or film or…whatever comes to
town with a great reputation and recommendation, and the
newspapers announce that he is going to be here or there, and huge
crowds are being drawn, and a lot of people tell you he is so ‘good’,
could you determine for yourself whether he was a good or bad fish?

This parable teaches that the time of separation will come when the good
and the bad are sent to their respective destinations.
When the catch is beached, verse 48-49 says the catch will be sorted
and dispensed of by God’s angels.
49 So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth,
and sever the wicked from among the just, 50 and shall cast them
into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.
Like the separating the tares into bundles to be burned and
wheat into the barn verses 24-30 cf Isa 26:20

2 John 1:10 If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine,
receive him not into your house [TV, twitter, facebook, music, DVD, in
person, nor in any other way], neither bid him God speed:
Eph 4:27 Neither give place to the devil.

In most of Jesus’ miracles, He commanded and others carried out His
instruction in obedience to what He commanded.
Water to Wine at Cana
John 2
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant
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48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the
good into containers but threw away the bad.

Mt 13.51-52

AT THE END OF THE AGE

NEW TREASURES AND OLD

48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the
good into containers but threw away the bad.

49 So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth,
and sever the wicked from among the just, 50 And shall cast them
into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth
• In the parable itself [v48] the work is done by the fishermen:
• In the interpretation of the parable [v49] the work is done by
"angels."
• In the parable itself the good fish are separated from the bad,
• In the interpretation, the order is reversed: the bad are separated
from the good

Mat 13:51 "Have you understood all these things?"
They said to him, "Yes."
Mat 13:52 And he said to them, "Therefore every scribe who
has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a
master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is
new and what is old.”

200

What happens at the ‘Rapture? [good separated away from bad]
What happens at the Great White Throne Judgment?
taken
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55

Matthew 13:51-52

THE BARRIER OF UNBELIEF

BRINGS FORTH OUT OF HIS TREASURE
THINGS NEW AND THINGS OLD
51 Jesus saith unto them, Have ye understood all these things?
They say unto him, Yea, Lord.
52 Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe which is
instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is
an householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure things
new and old.
Bringeth forth out of His treasure (his store of precious things) things
new and old:
• Righteous Israel (old) – the Treasure hidden in the field
• The Church (new) – the Pearl of great price
Mat 5:17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the
prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.
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Matthew 13:51-52
51 Jesus saith unto them, Have ye understood all these things? They say
unto him, Yea, Lord. 52 Then said he unto them, Therefore every
scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a
man that is an householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure
things new and old.
[new and old] Mixture of old and new truths.
Things new and old" is a Jewish idiom of great plenty.
Every scribe, master of the Law who has learned and understands the
kingdom of heaven will take what he knows and has learned and add to it
the new knowledge and light God gives.
The kingdom of heaven truths are a mixture of new and old doctrines
The New Testament shines new light on the Old.
The New Testament is hidden in the Old Testament
Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant
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Mar 6:1 And he went out from thence, and came into his own country;
and his disciples follow him.
Mar 6:2 And when the sabbath day was come, he began to teach in the
synagogue: and many hearing him were astonished, saying, From
whence hath this man these things? and what wisdom is this which
is given unto him, that even such mighty works are wrought by his
hands?
Mar 6:3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James,
and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here
with us? And they were offended at him.
Mar 6:4 But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, but
in his own country, and among his own kin, and in his own house.
Mar 6:5 And he could there do no mighty work, save that he laid his
hands upon a few sick folk, and healed them.
Mar 6:6 And he marvelled because of their unbelief. And he went round
about the villages, teaching.
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Mark 6:1-6
THE BARRIER OF UNBELIEF

BRINGS FORTH OUT OF HIS TREASURE
THINGS NEW AND THINGS OLD

202

Mat 13:53 And when Jesus had finished these parables, he went
away from there, 54 and coming to his hometown he taught them
in their synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said,
"Where did this man get this wisdom and these mighty works?
Mat 13:55 Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called
Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon
and Judas?
Mat 13:56 And are not all his sisters with us? Where then did this
man get all these things?"
Mat 13:57 And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, "A
prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his
own household."
Mat 13:58 And he did not do many mighty works there, because of
their unbelief.
203
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Matthew 13.53-58
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Matt 13:53
THUS ENDETH THE PARABLES
JESUS COMES HOME

Matthew 13:54b … and coming to his hometown he taught them in
their synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, "Where
did this man get this wisdom and these mighty works?
Mar 6:2b and many hearing him were astonished, saying, From
whence hath this man these things? and what wisdom is this
which is given unto him, that even such mighty works are wrought
by his hands?

[own country] Nazareth (Mat_2:23; Mar_6:1-56; Luk_4:16).
Jesus now leaves the seashore and the house He was in and
‘returns to his own country’, Nazareth, his hometown;

Luke 4:16 >> Remember at His last visit they wanted to stone
Him.
205
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Matthew 13:54b Mark 6:2a
TAUGHT IN THE SYNAGOGUE
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In a synagogue there was no definite person to give the address.
Any distinguished visitor might be asked by the ruler of the synagogue
to speak, or anyone who had a message might venture to give it.

Matt 13:54 and coming to his hometown he taught them in their
synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, "Where did
this man get this wisdom and these mighty works?
Mar 6:2 And when the sabbath day was come, he began to teach in
the synagogue: and many hearing him were astonished, saying,
From whence hath this man these things? and what wisdom is
this which is given unto him, that even such mighty works are
wrought by his hands?
[mighty works] Plural of dunamis, inherent power.
Used 11 times of Christ (Mat_11:20-23; Mat_13:54-58;
Mat_14:2; Mar_6:2-14; Luk_10:13; Luk_19:37).
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There was no chance that Jesus would not be given the opportunity to
speak. But when he did speak, all that he encountered was hostility and
incredulity.
They would not listen to him because they knew his (9who they
thought was) father and his mother and brothers and sisters.
They could not conceive that anyone who had lived among them had
any right to speak as Jesus was speaking.

Matthew 13.54 Mark 6:2
FEW MIGHTY WORKS

Matt 13:54 … and coming to his hometown he taught them in their
synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, "Where did this
man get this wisdom and these mighty works?
Mar 6:2a And when the sabbath day was come, he began to teach in
the synagogue: …

206

207

[astonished] G1605 ἐκπλήσσω ekplēssō
Shocked, Staggered, taken aback
1) to strike out, expel by a blow, drive out or away
2) to cast off by a blow, to drive out
2a) commonly, to strike one out of self-possession, to
with panic, shock, astonish
3) to be struck with amazement, astonished, amazed

His own ‘house’ rejects Him again – even though they
recognized the truth

Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant
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Mark 6:2b

ASTONISHED

53 And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished these
parables, he departed thence. 54 and coming to his hometown
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Mark 6:2b-3

Matthew 13.55-56

55

55

Matthew 13.55-56

Mark6:3

JESUS, BROTHER OF …. JAMES

JESUS, THE CARPENTER – CARPENTER’S SON
Matthew 13:55 Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother
called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and
Simon and Judas? 56 And are not all his sisters with us? Where
then did this man get all these things?"
Mar 6: 2b and many hearing him were astonished, saying, From
whence hath this man these things? and what wisdom is this
which is given unto him, that even such mighty works are wrought
by his hands? 3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the
brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are
not his sisters here with us? And they were offended at him.

Matt 13:55 Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called
Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon
and Judas? 56 And are not all his sisters with us? Where then
did this man get all these things?"
Mar 6:3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of
James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his
sisters here with us? And they were offended at him.

[carpenter’s son] Jesus was not the son of Joseph, but the Son of
God and Mary (Mat_1:18-25; Luk_1:33-35; Joh_3:16).

[James] Three men called "James" in the Bible:
1. James the son of Zebedee (Mat_4:21)
2. James the son of Alphaeus (Luk_24:10),
3. James, the half-brother of Jesus Christ (Mat_13:55; Mar_6:3;
Gal_1:19).

[his brethren] After His resurrection, at least two of his brothers
become believers, James and Jude.
Each wrote an epistle in the NT.
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Mark 6:3

Matthew 13.55-56
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Matthew 13.55-56

MARY’S SON

Mark6:3

JESUS, BROTHER OF …. JOSES / JOSEPH

[Mary] Six Mary’s are mentioned in the New Testament and two
Miriam’s in the Old Testament (Exo_15:20; 1Ch_4:17).
The Mary’s are:
• mother of Jesus (always clear);
• Mary Magdalene (Luk_8:2; Luk_24:10);
• sister of Lazarus (Mat_26:7; Luk_10:39-42; Joh_11:1-57; 12:3);
• mother of James (Joh_19:25; Mat_27:56; Mar_15:40);
• mother of Mark (Act_12:12);
• a helper of Paul (Rom_16:6).

[his brethren] [Joses] Three men called "Joses" in the Bible:
1. Half brother of Jesus (Mat_13:55; Mar_6:3)
2. Son of Alphaeus and Mary, the sister of Mary, the mother of
Jesus (Mat_27:56; Mar_15:40, Mar_15:47)
3. Barnabas (Act_4:36)
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Matt 13:55 Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called
Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon
and Judas? 56 And are not all his sisters with us? Where then
did this man get all these things?"
Mar 6:3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of
James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his
sisters here with us? And they were offended at him.
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Matthew 13:55 Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called
Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and
Judas? 56 And are not all his sisters with us? Where then did this
man get all these things?"
Mar 6:3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of
James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters
here with us? And they were offended at him.
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Mark6:3
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Matthew 13.55-56

JESUS, BROTHER OF …. JOSES / JOSEPH

[his brethren] [Joseph] Others are called “Joseph”
1. There is “Joseph”, son of Jacob in the OT
2. Joseph, the husband of Mary
3. Joseph of Arimathaea

Matt 13:55 Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called
Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and
Judas? 56 And are not all his sisters with us? Where then did this
man get all these things?"
Mar 6:3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James,
and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with
us? And they were offended at him.
[his brethren] [Judas] Six men called "Judas" in the Bible:
1. Half brother of Jesus and author of the Epistle of Jude (Mat_13:55;
Mar_6:3; Jud_1:1)
2. An apostle, called Lebbaeus and Thaddaeus, brother of James,
Matthew, and perhaps Simon the Canaanite; all of them apostles
(Luk_6:16; Mat_10:3; Mar_3:18; Joh_14:22; Act_1:13)
3. Judas Iscariot (Joh_6:71)
4. Judas of Galilee (Act_5:37)
5. Judas of Damascus (Act_9:11)
6. Barnabas (Act_15:22-32)
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Mark6:3

55

Matthew 13.55-56
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Mark6:3

JESUS, BROTHER OF …. JUDAS / JUDE / JUDA

Matt 13:55 Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called
Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon
and Judas? 56 And are not all his sisters with us? Where then
did this man get all these things?"
Mar 6:3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of
James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his
sisters here with us? And they were offended at him.

JESUS, BROTHER OF …. SIMON

Matthew 13.55-56

Mark6:3

JESUS, BROTHER OF …. SISTERS
Matt 13:55 Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called
Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon
and Judas? 56 And are not all his sisters with us? Where then
did this man get all these things?"
Mar 6:3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of
James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his
sisters here with us? And they were offended at him.
[sisters] Christ had four half brothers and probably more than two
half sisters.
If there had been only two, the word "both" instead of "all" would
likely be here.
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Matt 13:55 Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called
Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and
and Judas? 56 And are not all his sisters with us? Where then did
this man get all these things?"
Mar 6:3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of
James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his
sisters here with us? And they were offended at him.
[his brethren] [Simon] Nine Simon’s in Scripture.
1. Simon Peter (Mat_10:2)
2. Simon the Canaanite (Mat_10:4; Mar_3:18; Luk_6:15; Act_1:13)
3. Half brother of Jesus (Mat_13:55; Mar_6:3)
4. Simon of Nain (Luk_7:36-50)
5. A leper of Bethany (Mat_26:6)
6. Father of Judas Iscariot (Jn_6:71; Jn_12:4; Jn_13:2, Jn_13:26)
7. Simon of Cyrene (Mat_27:32; Mar_15:21; Luk_23:26)
8. The sorcerer (Act_8:9-24)
9. A tanner (Act_9:43; Act_10:6-32)
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Mat 13:57 And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, "A
prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his
own household.“
Mar 6:3 ….And they were offended at him. 4 But Jesus said unto
them, A prophet is not without honour, but in his own country, and
among his own kin, and in his own house.
[offended] Greek: skandalizo (G4624), scandalized or stumbled
because of Him (Mat_13:41, Mat_13:57).
He did nothing offend them but speak truth.
His home townfolk were offended because He was the
hometown boy should have ‘known’ his place, but didn’t stay
there.
They knew his story but only from an earthly perspective.

Mat 13:58 And he did not do many mighty works there, because of their
unbelief.
Mar 6:5 And he could there do no mighty work, save that he laid his hands
upon a few sick folk, and healed them. 6 And he marvelled because of
their unbelief. And he went round about the villages, teaching.
[he did not / could not do many mighty works]
Their unbelief did not limited His power. Their unbelief kept them from
bringing their sick to be healed.
Jesus did not have a power failure. Nor did anyone else’s unbelief
hinder His healing of everyone who came to Him for healing.
Joh 6:37 Mat 11:28
23 times it is stated He healed "them all" and "every one"
(Mat_4:23-24; Mat_8:14-18; Mat_9:35; Mat_11:5; Mat_12:15;
Mat_14:14, Mat_14:35-36; Mat_15:30; Mat_19:2; Mat_21:14;
Mar_1:32-35, Mar_1:39; Mar_3:10; Mar_6:5, Mar_6:56; Luk_4:40;
Luk_5:15, Luk_5:17; Luk_6:17-19; Luk_7:21-23; Luk_9:11;
Luk_17:17; Act_10:38).
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Matthew 13.57

Mark 6:3b-4
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Mark 6:5-6

COULD NOT / DID NOT

OFFENDED, TOOK OFFENSE AT HIM …

Matthew 13.58

Mark 6:5-6

MIGHTY WORKS

A PROPHET NOT HONORED AT HOME
Mat 13:57 And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, "A
prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his
own household.“
Mar 6:3 ….And they were offended at him. 4 But Jesus said unto
them, A prophet is not without honour, but in his own country, and
among his own kin, and in his own house.

Mat 13:58 And he did not do many mighty works there, because of their
unbelief.
Mar 6:5 And he could there do no mighty work, save that he laid his hands
upon a few sick folk, and healed them. 6 And he marvelled because of
their unbelief. And he went round about the villages, teaching.
[mighty works] Plural of dunamis, inherent power.
Used 11 times of Christ (Mat_11:20-23; Mat_13:54-58; Mat_14:2;
Mar_6:2-14; Luk_10:13; Luk_19:37).
[power] Greek: exousia (G1849), delegated authority and liberty to exercise
the full power of attorney in all God’s interests; complete authority to act
in God’s stead as if God Himself were here doing the work; power to act
as freely of his own will as one has power to eat and drink (1Co_9:4-6).
Christ’s power was unlimited in doing the will and works of God on earth
(Mat_9:6; Mat_4:23-24; Mat_8:17; Mat_10:1-8; Mar_1:27; Luk_4:36;
Luk_10:19; Joh_5:27; Joh_17:2).
He now has all power in heaven and in earth
(Mat_28:18; Eph_1:20-23; Col_2:9-17; Heb_1:3; Heb_7:25; 1Pe_3:22)
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[A prophet is not without honour, save in his own country, and in
his own house]
(Mar_6:4; Luk_4:24; Joh_4:44)
We today have a saying in business:
“An authority is only an expert if he’s more than 50 miles from
home.”
If an expert corrects or teaches us, we accept it…
If someone we know and work with says the same thing,
we are offended.

218

Matthew 13.58

220

55

55

2/8/2019

Matthew 13.58

Mark 6:5-6

HE MARVELLED AT THEIR UNBELIEF
Mat 13:58 And he did not do many mighty works there, because of
their unbelief.
Mar 6:5 And he could there do no mighty work, save that he laid his
hands upon a few sick folk, and healed them. 6 And he
marvelled because of their unbelief. And he went round about
the villages, teaching.
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[he marvelled at their unbelief]
One of the last things we what to do is impress Jesus with our
unbelief.
In spite of all that Jesus had done and was doing elsewhere,
His own people didn’t accept that He could be trusted.
Refuse to put your confidence in the Lord, and He will move on to
those who will…
Remember the pearls before swine, the tares and the fish sort…

Bibliography

THE BARRIER OF UNBELIEF
In any church service, the congregation preaches more than half the
sermon.
The congregation brings an atmosphere with it.
• That atmosphere is either a barrier through which the
preacher's word cannot penetrate; or
• It is such an expectancy that even the poorest sermon
becomes a living flame.
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Many messages and lessons have been ‘lead balloons’, not because
there was anything wrong with them but because the minds of the
hearers were so prejudiced against the messenger that it never had a
chance.
When we meet together to listen to the word of God,
We must come with eager expectancy, a
We must think, not of the man who speaks, but of the Spirit
who speaks through him.

• A. W. Pink; The Prophetic Parables of Matthew 13
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Matt 13 - AW Pink / C Missler / FW Grant
as always: Acts 17:11 1 Thess 5:21
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