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Genesis 11  The Tower of Bab‐El
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Part 1:
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Genesis 3 Fall of Man
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Genesis 4 Cain & Abel
Genesis 5 Genealogy of Noah
Genesis 6-9 Flood of Noah
Genesis 10-11 Tower of Babel

Part 2:
Genesis 12-20 Abraham
Genesis 21-26 Isaac
Genesis 27-36 Jacob
Genesis 37-50 Joseph
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Genesis 11:1‐4
1] And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech.
2] And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they 
found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there.
3] And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn 
them throughly.   And they had brick for stone, and slime had they 
for morter.
4] And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top 
may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be 
scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.
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The Fertile Crescent
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The Land of Nimrod
5] And the LORD came down to see the city and the 
tower, which the children of men builded.

Fi W ld Di Ni d

• Babel (“Bab-El,” the Gateway to the Gods…)
• Accad (Akkad, Agade)
• Erech (Uruk, Sumeria)

First World Dictator: Nimrod.
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• Nineveh (Assyria)
• Sumer (Shinar)
• Calah (20 mi from Nineveh)
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Genesis 11:6‐9
6] And the LORD said, Behold, the people is one, and they have 
all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will 
be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do.
7] Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that 
they may not understand one another’s speech.
8] So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the 
face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city.
9] Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD 
did there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence 
did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth
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did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.

“Bab-El”:  the Gateway to the Gods 
Babel: confusion.

BABEL Explains the Differences
Almost everywhere we look, we see diversity—various languages, religions, and 

people groups. Such dissimilarities can be traced back to one major event in history.   
At Babel God confused the languages and dispersed Noah’s descendants throughout 

the world.
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BABEL Explains the Differences
1] CIVILIZATIONS    

Around the globe we find remains of early civilizations that sprouted up soon 
after Babel.  
After the Flood, it would have taken time for forests to regrow and people to 
rediscover resources.  
The human groups who left Babel would have had to make do with whatever 
materials they could find wherever it was on the globe that they settled.   

They carried with them basic skills and talents.  
But each separate group would have had to adapt to whatever resources 

food and supplies that were locally available to them
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– food and supplies – that were locally available to them.  
Each group would have had different experiences and solutions to 
challenges..

In short order, however, each or these early people groups would quickly 
build remarkable new divergent civilizations.

BABEL Explains the Differences
2] LANGUAGES

At Babel, God created different - apparently dozens of languages.
Over time these languages changed into the thousands ofOver time, these languages changed into the thousands of 
different languages and dialects known on earth today.  

Yet all of the over 7,000 modern living languages still follow the 
patterns of the original “families” of proto-languages that God created 
at Babel.  

Each family is distinct, as 
though it appeared separately
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and suddenly, not slowly from 
one common language.

BABEL Explains the Differences
3] GENES

The genes of living humans are extremely similar, varying little from 
region to region.  

Not surprising, given the recentness of the Flood of Noah, the 
small number of people who survived the Flood, and mankind’s 
recent dispersion from Babel.  
By comparing the genes of modern populations, scientists are 
able to reconstruct the history of genetic variations—in broad 
outline—as the original populations spread from Babel.
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BABEL Explains the Differences
4] RELIGIONS

The earliest records of human history, which are preserved in the 
Bible show that mankind has consistently rejected God’s planBible, show that mankind has consistently rejected God s plan.  

Beginning with Adam and Eve, they chose not to acknowledge and to 
disobey their Creator.

As various people groups distanced themselves from the Truth, 
superstition and religious apostasy took hold.

When man can’t explain he fabricates and theorizes Do this
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When man can t explain, he fabricates and theorizes.   Do this 
long enough and it is accepted as truth – all without the support 
of fact of evidence  traditions and false religions result…

Yet God has preserved a line of followers who faithfully preach His 
warnings of judgment and His promises of blessing.
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BABEL Explains the Differences
5] SKIN TONES

All people on earth today descended from Noah’s three sons.  
f f b lIn just a few generations after Babel, 

The climate and local condition, 
Varying diets, and 
Mutations and different combinations 

of previously existing genetic information resulted in distinct 
people groups each with superficial differences such as

7 January 2012 13

people groups, each with superficial differences, such as 
different skin tones and eye shapes.  

Because the differences are so small, the people groups must have 
split up very recently.

BABEL Explains the Differences
6] TOOLS

We consistently find evidence that people dwelled in caves and made 
simple stone tools before they built advanced citiessimple stone tools before they built advanced cities.  

As the immigrants from Babel moved around the earth, they 
would have first found temporary shelter making tools out of 
wood, stone, or whatever materials that were available, before 
metal ores were discovered and cities built.
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BABEL Explains the Differences
7] FOSSILS

We normally find fossils of various extinct apes buried 
in rock layers below human fossilsin rock layers below human fossils. 
This pattern makes sense:

If apes spread out and populated the earth after 
the Flood while humans huddled together at 
Babel, 

then many generations of apes would have 
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lived, died, and been fossilized before humans 
ever arrived on the scene.  

Vast numbers of mammals appear to have flourished 
and then gone extinct during the years right after the 

Flood, before humans ever left Babel.

The Tower of Bab-El
• One Language: Hebrew.
• Godless Confederacy: Godless Confederacy:

1st World Dictator – Nimrod: “We will rebel”
• Plain of Shinar: 

Bab-El “Tower to Heaven”: 
astrological zodiac temple; 
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g p ;
Mazzeroth corrupted.

• Tale of Two Cities: 
Babylon (the City of Man) 
Jerusalem (the City of God)
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The Doom of Babylon
And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees’ 
excellency, shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. 
It shall never be inhabited neither shall it be dwelt in fromIt shall never be inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt in from 
generation to generation: neither shall the Arabian pitch tent there; 
neither shall the shepherds make their fold there.

Isaiah 13:19-20

Therefore the wild beasts of the desert with the wild beasts of the 
islands shall dwell there and the owls shall dwell therein: and it
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islands shall dwell there, and the owls shall dwell therein: and it 
shall be no more inhabited for ever; neither shall it be dwelt in from 
generation to generation.  As God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah 
and the neighbour cities thereof, saith the LORD; so shall no man 
abide there, neither shall any son of man dwell therein.

Jeremiah 50:39-40

The Doom of Babylon
• Destruction of Babylon (Isaiah 13-14; Jeremiah 50-51

“Never to be inhabited”;Never to be inhabited ; 
“Building materials never reused”; 
“Like Sodom and Gomorrah”

• Fall of Babylon (539 B.C.): 
Without a battle; 
Became Alexander’s capital; 
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Atrophied over the centuries; 
Presently being rebuilt.

• “Mystery Babylon?” (Revelation 17-18)

Babylon: Destruction Literal ??
Pride of the Chaldeans; city on the Euphrates; etc.
Atrophy and Decay: 

The city subsequently underwent a gradual decay, even though the ruins 
remained occupiedremained occupied. 
Documents on clay from a school for priests in the city continued at least 
until 100 A.D. 
Early in the first century A.D. a colony of merchants from Palmyra 
brought brief prosperity, but they left about 75 AD. (Garner, p 7-8.)

The city was visited by Trajan in 115 A.D. 
Babylon was first reported deserted by Septimus Severus 84 years later. 

7 January 2012 19
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As recently as the 1800s the village of Hillah, containing over 10,000 
inhabitants, stood on the site of ancient Babylon. (Rich, p.157.)
In the late 19th century, the German archeologist Robert Koldewey
conducted extensive studies at Babylon and the four Arab villages situated 
on the site. 

Babylon had been inhabited for some time even before his arrival.

Babylon: Destruction Literal ??
The destruction of Babylon predicted by both Isaiah and 
Jeremiah has never been fulfilled.
The great prophecies concerning the city of Babylon in Isaiah g p p g y y
13-14 and Jeremiah 50- 51 have never been fulfilled. 

Isaiah 13-14 describes how Babylon will be destroyed and 
then will never again be inhabited. 

This identifies the time of the destruction as that particular period 
known as the “Day of The Lord” that is mentioned throughout the 
scripture and is associated with the final day of God’s

7 January 2012 20

scripture and is associated with the final day of God s 
vengeance. (Joel 2:10; Mal 4:5; Dan 12:1; Mt 24:21-22.) 
When God destroys Babylon, he will destroy all the evil in the 
world.
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Destruction of Babylon
Isaiah

13       14
Jeremiah
50       51

Revelation
17      18

Many Nations Attacking 4, 5 2, 26
2, 9

41 46
7 16

41, 46

Israel in the Land, 
Forgiven 1 4, 20

Like Sodom & 
Gomorrah 19 40

Never to be inhabited
Bricks never reused

20 23
13, 26

39
26, 29

37

During “Day of the 
Lord”

6, 10
11, 13

25 / / 

Literal (Chaldean)
Babylon

19 22 50
4, 24
63

King’s fornication
Drunk with wine

7 2 3, 9

Scarlet, purple
Golden Cup

7 3, 4 6, 16

Photo – Saddam’s palace and rebuilt 
ruins

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 22

This is a satellite photo of 
the entire site of Babylon 
as they are today. It is 

possible to see the canal 
that runs around thethat runs around the 

eastern walls of the city 
and the Euphrates river 
which has moved from 

ancient times. Ruins of the 
tower of babel are visible 
along with the modern 

palace of Saddam Hussein 
overlooking the 

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 23

g
reconstructured Principle 

Palace of King 
Nubechandezzar.

www.belteshazzar.com
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Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 26

A satellite photo of part of the 
ruins of the city of Babylon 
showing the restored Greek 
Theatre and Hammurabi 
Museum.  These are both 

situated along a road that runs 
east‐west through the city 

entering from the Marduk Gate.

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 27

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 28
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Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 29

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 30

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 31

Plan of the City of Babylon
500 B.C.

Babylon, Iraq

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 34

A wall mural at the entrance of the Ishtar gate represents what the city 
of Babylon looked like during the reign of King Nebuchadnezzar II. 
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Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 50
A Marine sits on the steps of the ancient coliseum rebuilt by Saddam 

Hussein's labor force. 
Ancient Coliseum (rebuilt)

Babylon, Iraq

Acts 17:11        1 Thes 5:21 51
Reconstructed Ancient Coliseum

Babylon, Iraq Another view of the reconstructed ancient coliseum in Babylon, Iraq.

Mystery Babylon: Revelation 17 & 18

• The Great Whore (Rev 17):
– Rides the Beast with 7 heads, 10 horns
– Mother of Harlots and Abominations
– Drunk with the blood of the saints

• Babylon the Great (City) in Rev 18:
Kings
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– Kings
– Merchants
– Those that trade by sea

The Two Women
Israel

Chapter 12
Woman riding Beast

Chapter 17
Where? In Heaven Upon many watersWhere? In Heaven Upon many waters
Mother Of Man-Child Of Harlots
Clothed with With sun Purple, Scarlet , Gold

Identity Sun, Moon, Stars Reigns over Kings of the 
Earth

Enemy Dragon 10 Kings (Ultimately)
Relationship Hated by world Caressed by world
Sustained by Wings of heaven Dragon 
Headdress Crown of 12 stars Mystery Babylon the Great
Status Widowed, divorced “Am no widow…”

Final location New Jerusalem Habitation of demons
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The Woman in the Ephah
Zechariah 5:5‐11

• Ephah
- Woman called “Wickedness”
- Sealed in with a talent of lead

• Carried by two women
- With wings of a stork
- Between the earth and heaven
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- “To build it a house in the land of Shinar: and it shall be 
established, and set there upon her own base.”

Zechariah 5:5-11: The Woman in the Ephah
5] Then the angel that talked with me went forth, and said unto me, Lift up now 
thine eyes, and see what is this that goeth forth.
6] And I said, What is it? And he said, This is an ephah that goeth forth. He said 
moreover, This is their resemblance through all the earth.
7] A d b h ld th lift d t l t f l d d thi i th t itt th7] And, behold, there was lifted up a talent of lead: and this is a woman that sitteth 
in the midst of the ephah.
8] And he said, This is wickedness. And he cast it into the midst of the ephah; and 
he cast the weight of lead upon the mouth thereof.
9] Then lifted I up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came out two 
women, and the wind was in their wings; for they had wings like the wings of a 
stork: and they lifted up the ephah between the earth and the heaven.
10] Then said I to the angel that talked ith me Whither do these bear the ephah?
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10] Then said I to the angel that talked with me, Whither do these bear the ephah?
11] And he said unto me, To build it an house in the land of Shinar: and it shall be 
established, and set there upon her own base.

• Ephah (Woman called “Wickedness”; sealed in with talent of lead)
• Carried by two women (with wings of a stork; between the earth and heaven; 

“To build it a house in the land of Shinar: and it shall be established, and set 
there upon her own base.”

Zechariah 5:5

5] Then the angel that talked with me went forth, and said unto me, 
Lift up now thine eyes and see what [is] this that goeth forthLift up now thine eyes, and see what [is] this that goeth forth.

“Then”: the waw consecutive continues the temporal sequence...
“Lift up your eyes, if you will”: angelic courtesy; 

cf. French, S’il vous plaît; 
German, bitte; 
English, “please.”
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Zechariah 5:6
6] And I said, What [is] it? And he said, This [is] an ephah that goeth 
forth. He said moreover, This [is] their resemblance through all the 
earth.
Ephah = dry measure containing 10 omers (Ex 16:36); equivalent toEphah = dry measure containing 10 omers (Ex 16:36); equivalent to 
1.05 bushels American. 

Used for flour (Judg 6:19) or barley (Ruth 2:17). 
Equal to a bath or 1/10 of a kor (Ezek 45:11,14) and contained 
one Attic metretes or 72 sextaries

[Josephus, Antiquities VIII, 2, 9; XV, 9, 2.].
“This is their resemblance ” Their a pronominal suffix whose

7 January 2012 96

This is their resemblance...  Their, a pronominal suffix whose 
antecedent is in the previous vision. [Keil, Minor Prophets, II, p.283] 
Also, Cyril and Jerome see the ephah filling up the measure of sins, 
etc. Cf. Gen 15:16. [Syriac and LXX: “This is their iniquity.”]

Cf. James 5:1-7. What John saw in Rev 18 (and Zechariah sees 
here) is not a city but a system.
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Zechariah 5:7
7] And, behold, there was lifted up a talent of lead: and this [is] a 
woman that sitteth in the midst of the ephah.
“Talent”: a weight used for items of trade and for precious metals as a 
medium of exchangemedium of exchange. 

Largest weight: 20 gerahs were equal to 1 shekel; 
50 shekels to 1 maneh; 
60 manehs to 1 talent. 
75.793 pounds avoirdupois, or 92.109 pounds troy. 
[Brown, Driver, Briggs, 
according to later Babylonian reckoning, 108.29 pounds.]
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Lead synonymous with heaviness (Ex 15:10).
The cover is “lifted up” to introduce the [one] woman into the ephah. 
(Not the indefinite “a” woman.)
“Sitting”: comfortably surrounded by, flourishing in the center of, the 

ephah.

Zechariah 5:8
8] And he said, This [is] wickedness. And he cast it into the midst of 
the ephah; and he cast the weight of lead upon the mouth thereof.

Woman is identified; (LXX: avnomßa, anomia, “lawlessness.”)
S R 17 18?Same as Rev 17-18?

All apostate movements since Bab-El of Nimrod (Gen 10:8-10).
This will include pagan Romanism; 

apostate Protestantism; 
demonic Judaism, and 
other evil religious forces in the last days.

The woman appears to also be echoed in

7 January 2012 98

The woman appears to also be echoed in 
the woman with the leaven (Mt 13:33) and 
the “Woman Jezebel” in Rev 2:20; and 
The woman riding (“sitting upon”) the beast in Rev 17:3-17.

“Drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the 
martyrs of Jesus”!? (Rev 17:6).

Zechariah 5:9   Two Women With Wings

9] Then lifted I up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there 
came out two women, and the wind [was] in their wings; for [ ] g
they had wings like the wings of a stork: and they lifted up the 
ephah between the earth and the heaven.

Two women again, not angels. 
Wings of a stork, an unclean bird (Lev 11:19; Deut 14:18). 

Agents of evil.
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Zechariah 5:10-11
10] Then said I to the angel that talked with me, Whither do 
these bear the ephah?
11] And he said unto me, To build it an house in the land of ]
Shinar: and it shall be established, and set there upon her 
own base.

Shinar: (7X) = the location of Babylon (Gen 10:10; 11:2; 
Isa 11:11, et al). 
History: Nimrod, Bab-El, => Pergamos => Rome

back to where it all started
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...back to where it all started.
The “Antichrist” will be an Assyrian, driven to the gates of 
Nimrod: Micah 5:1-6
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The Prophecies of Isaiah
13:10  This exact imagery is used in Revelation 6 to describe the 

judgment of the Tribulation just before the Second Coming.
13:11-12  This startling idea parallels Matthew 24:21-22. 

We can’t say that the world’s population has been on the y p p
brink of annihilation before.

13:13  This clearly is yet future.
13:17  This reference to the Medes is one of the reasons why many have 

viewed this as referring to the events of 539 B.C.    Nothing 
prohibits the Medes from being involved in the future. The Medes 
were a people who occupied the mountainous area of 
northwestern
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northwestern 
Iran and northeastern Iraq, presently occupied by the Kurds today.
They have been fighting Turkey, Iran, and Iraq in an attempt to establish 
their own independent country of Kurdistan. Hundreds of Kurdish women 
and children were the victims of Saddam Hussein’s poison gas attacks in 
1987 and 1988 and the hatred by the Medes for the Babylonians runs 
deep.

The Prophecies of Isaiah
13:19 “The glory of the Babylonians’ pride”: not Rome, nor allegorical: literally, 

the Chaldeans’ pride. 
Overthrown like Sodom and Gomorrah, that is, with “fire from 
heaven.” This has yet to happen to Babylon.y pp y

13:20 After the Fall of Babylon under the Persians, it was inhabited, even by 
Alexander and subsequently by others following the fall of the Greek 
Empire.

14:1-2 Note that this judgment on Babylon will take place at a time when 
Israel is resettled in their own land from many nations. 

This cannot be applied to the fall of Babylon to the Persians, 
during which Israel was still in captivity and in exile from the land
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during which Israel was still in captivity and in exile from the land.
14:22-27 Clearly, this is part of God’s climactic scenario as part of the “Day of 

the Lord” and is part of the final scenes at the end of the “Seventieth 
Week” of Daniel 9, and that is highlighted in Matthew 24 and Revelation 
6 through 19.

The Prophecies of Jeremiah
50:1-3 Does the “nation from the north” refer to Magog (the Russians)?
50:4  Again, the spiritual position of Israel is described.
50:9  Again, it appears to be an alliance of many nations that are coming 

against Babylon.
50:10-3  Again, the absence of subsequent habitation marks this event 

as yet future.
50:15  Again, the period of time is the “Day of Vengeance” of God, a 

time of climax described throughout the Scripture and yet future.
50:20  The repeated references to the forgiveness of Israel imply a time 

that is after the New Testament period alluded to in Romans 
11:25

7 January 2012 103

11:25. 
It certainly cannot be applied to Israel at the time of her 
return from the Babylonian captivity (Zech 12:10; 13:1).

50:40  A repeated comparison to the overthrow of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, which has never yet happened to Babylon.

50:41, 46  A multinational force, not just the Persians.

The Prophecies of Jeremiah

51:7  A reading of the language clearly links this with Rev 17 and 18.
51:26  A reference to the non-reuse of remaining materials. 

When Robert Koldewey arrived in Babylon in the lateWhen Robert Koldewey arrived in Babylon in the late 
1800’s, he found entire sections of the old city being 
mined for bricks.  [Koldewey, p.168.]

51:45  Remarkably similar language as in Rev 17 and 18.

The destruction of Babylon predicted by both Isaiah and Jeremiah 
has never been fulfilled.

7 January 2012 104
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The Prophecies of Revelation

Revelation 17
Notice that the prostitute is not the beast, but rides the beast. Notice that the prostitute is not the beast, but rides the beast. 

She initially exploits the beast, but is eventually destroyed by 
him (Rev. 17:16,17).

The reference to the “cup” is another link with Jeremiah, et al.
Again, note the distinction between the Woman and the Beast.

Mystery Babylon as a false religious system is here identified 
with the city of Rome from the 1st century until this present hour
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with the city of Rome from the 1 century until this present hour.

The Prophecies of Revelation
Revelation 18
The destruction of Mystery Babylon continues in Chapter 18, with 
commercial as well as religious overtones. 

N ti th t th th th t b h f llNotice that there are three groups that bemoan her fall: 
kings, merchants, and those who trade by sea. 

Notice that here are 28 literal commodities listed: 
perhaps this is to prevent us from allegorizing these references.

The clear references to Rome, in both religious and commercial terms, 
have caused most commentators to identify “Mystery Babylon” as the 
Roman religious system commingled with the emerging European

7 January 2012 106

Roman religious system commingled with the emerging European 
Union. 

This allegorical view has overlooked the re-emergence of a literal 
city of Babylon as well.

This apparent paradox may be resolved by the vision of 
Zechariah 5:5-11!

Genesis 11:10‐17  Shem  Peleg
10] These are the generations of Shem: Shem was an hundred 
years old, and begat Arphaxad two years after the flood:

11] And Shem lived after he begat Arphaxad five hundred years, 
and begat sons and daughtersand begat sons and daughters.

12] And Arphaxad lived five and thirty years, and begat Salah:
13] And Arphaxad lived after he begat Salah four hundred and 
three years, and begat sons and daughters.

14] And Salah lived thirty years, and begat Eber:
15] And Salah lived after he begat Eber four hundred and three 

d b t d d ht
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years, and begat sons and daughters.
16] And Eber lived four and thirty years, and begat Peleg:

17] And Eber lived after he begat Peleg four hundred and thirty 
years, and begat sons and daughters.

Genesis 11:18‐25   Peleg  Terah
18] And Peleg lived thirty years, and begat Reu:

19] And Peleg lived after he begat Reu two hundred and nine 
years, and begat sons and daughters. y , g g

20] And Reu lived two and thirty years, and begat Serug:
21] And Reu lived after he begat Serug two hundred and seven 
years, and begat sons and daughters.

22] And Serug lived thirty years, and begat Nahor:
23] And Serug lived after he begat Nahor two hundred years, 
and begat sons and daughters
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and begat sons and daughters.
24] And Nahor lived nine and twenty years, and begat Terah:

25] And Nahor lived after he begat Terah an hundred and 
nineteen years, and begat sons and daughters.
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Shem  Terah SHEM
Ge 5:32, 10:21

ASSHUR
Ge 10:22

ARPHAXAD
Ge 10:22, 11:10

ELAM
Ge 10:22

LUD
Ge 10:22

ARAM
Ge 10:22

UZ  Ge 10:23SALAH
HUL  Ge 10:23
GETHER  Ge 10:23
MASH  Meshech

Ge 10:23

SALAH
Shelah  Ge 10:24

EBER  Ge 10:24

JOKTAN
Ge 10:25

PELEG  Ge 11:18
in his days was the 

earth divided

SHELEPH  Ge 10:26
HAZAR‐MAVETH  Ge 10:26

JERAH  Ge 10:26
HADORAM  Ge 10:27

UZAL Ge 10:27

ALMODAD  Ge 10:26

begat sons and daughters

REU  Ge 11:18

SERUG  Ge 11:20

NAHOR  Ge 11:22

TERAH
Ge 11:24

205 yrs  Ge  11:32
JOBAB  Ge 10:29

HAVILAH  Ge 10:29
OPHIR  Ge 10:29
SHEBA  Ge 10:28

DIKLAH  Ge 10:27
OBAL   Ebal  Ge 10:28
ABIMAEL  Ge 10:28

UZAL  Ge 10:27
begat sons and daughters

begat sons and daughters

begat sons and daughters

Genesis 11:26‐30   Terah  Abram

26] And Terah lived seventy years, and begat Abram, Nahor, and 
Haran.
27] Now these are the generations of Terah:27] Now these are the generations of Terah: 

Terah begat Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran begat Lot.
28] And Haran died before his father Terah in the land of his 
nativity, in Ur of the Chaldees.
29] And Abram and Nahor took them wives: 

the name of Abram’s wife was Sarai; and 
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the name of Nahor’s wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran, the 
father of Milcah, and the father of Iscah.

30] But Sarai was barren; she had no child.

Terah / Abraham / Nahor / Haran  Lot
TERAH
Ge 11:24

205 yrs  Ge  11:32

ABRAHAM
Abram

Father of many nations
Ge 11:26, 17.5
175 yrs  Ge 25:7

HARAN
Died before his father

Ge 11:26

Wife
Pillar of salt
Ge 19:26

NAHOR
Nachor
Ge 11:26

LOT
Ge 11:27

MILCAH
Ge 19:26

ISCAH
Ge 11:29

MOAB
Ge 19:37, Ex 15:15

MOABITES

BEN‐AMMI
Ge 19:38

AMMONITES
Children of AMMON

Daughter #1 Daughter #2

Genesis 11:31‐32   Terah  Abram

31] And Terah took 
Abram his son, and 
Lot the son of Haran his son’s son, and 
Sarai his daughter in law, his son Abram’s wife; and 
they went forth with them from Ur of the Chaldees, 
to go into the land of Canaan; and 
they came unto Haran, and dwelt there.

32] And the days of Terah were two hundred and five years: and
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32] And the days of Terah were two hundred and five years: and 
Terah died in Haran.
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Ur of the Chaldees:    An ancient city of the early Sumerian kingdom, located about 
• 125 miles from the present mouth of the Euphrates, 

• 100  miles southeast of Babylon, 
• 830 miles from Damascus, and 

• 550 miles from Haran.  It was the capital of Sumer. 
In Abram’s day it was a thriving commercial city, with unusually high cultural standards. 

The inhabitants worshiped the moon‐god, Sin.

Haran
The city Abraham's family settled in 
after leaving Ur of the Chaldees. 

Abraham's father Terah took his family 
from Ur to Haran.  After staying in the 
city of Haran for sometime the Lord 

called Abraham to leave the ancient city 
and to travel to the land of Canaan just

The city of Haran became home to Abraham's family after their migration from Ur in Chaldea

and to travel to the land of Canaan, just 
south of Haran. 

7 January 2012 114

The city of Haran became home to Abraham s family after their migration from Ur in Chaldea.  
Abraham's leaving Haran for Canaan is the first recorded instance of Abraham's trust in and 

obedience to God.
When it was time for Isaac to marry, Abraham sent a servant back to Haran to choose a wife for 
Isaac from among his family there.   Isaac ended marrying Nahor's granddaughter Rebekah. 

When Abraham's grandson Jacob fled from Esau he traveled to Haran where he lived with and 
worked for his uncle Laban (Rebekah's brother).   There he met and fell in love with his cousin 

Rachel who he eventually married along with his cousin Leah. 

Study Questions
1) Who was the first world dictator and where was his capital?
2) What was the origin of Babylon? 

What is its apparent role in the “End Times”?What is its apparent role in the End Times ?
3) What is the distinction between the “fall of Babylon” to the 

Persians in 539 B.C. and the “destruction of Babylon” as 
described in Isaiah 13 & 14 and Jeremiah 50 & 51?

4) Tabulate the similarities of these chapters with Revelation 
17 & 18.

?
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How is this all relevant to our eschatological views?
5) How does the “woman in the ephah” (Zechariah 5:5-11) 

impact these views?

Discussion Questions
“Where two people agree, one is redundant”

1) Discuss the perspective that the entire Bible is a ) p p
“tale of two cities”: Babylon and Jerusalem.

2) What is the significance of the rebuilt Babylon in 
Iraq today?

3) Is there a relationship between the Vatican and the 
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Woman of Revelation 17?
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Research Projects

1) Review the possible relationship between the 
Vatican and the Woman of Revelation 17 [CfVatican and the Woman of Revelation 17. [Cf. 
Dave Hunt, The Woman That Rides the Beast.]

2) Explore the view that the 12 tribes are represented 
in the Hebrew Mazzeroth, and profile the God’s 
plan of redemption.
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